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A B S T R A C T  

US A R M Y  DOCTRINAL EFFECTIVENESS ON BATAAN, 1942: THE FIRST 
BATTLE, by Major J o h n  W. Whitrnan, USA, 134 pages.  

T h i s  s t u d y  e x a m i n e s  t h e  f i r s t  b a t t l e  of World War 11: t h e  d e f e n s e  of t h e  
Phi l ipp ines  on t h e  B a t a a n  Peninsula .  Only t h o s e  u n i t s  p r o p e r l y  equipped ,  
a d e q u a t e l y  t r a i n e d ,  a n d  led  by o f f i c e r s  who w e r e  k n o w l e d g e a b l e  on t h e  c u r r e n t  
d o c t r i n e  a r e  e x a m i n e d .  A d e t a i l e d  n a r r a t i v e  e x p l a i n s  w h a t  h a p p e n e d .  

An a n a l y s i s  i s  t h e n  m a d e  to d e t e r m i n e  if t h o s e  u n i t s  used  t h e n - c u r r e n t  Army 
d o c t r i n e ,  a n d  w h e t h e r  or n o t  t h e  d o c t r i n e  p r o v e d  e f f e c t i v e .  E a c h  of t h e  b a t t l e s  
d e s c r i b e d  in t h e  n a r r a t i v e  is t h e n  m a t c h e d  a g a i n s t  d o c t r i n a l  g u i d e l i n e s  to 
d e t e r m i n e  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of d o c t r i n e .  

D o c t r i n e  p r o v e d  e f f e c t i v e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  at  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  a n d  l o w e r  levels .  Uni t s  
p e r f o r m e d  poorly at  divis ion a n d  corps  m o r e  f r o m  a l a c k  of p r a c t i c e  t h a n  a 
f a i l u r e  of d o c t r i n e .  Most  t a c t i c a l  f a i l u r e s  o n  B a t a a n  c a n  be b l a m e d  on l e a d e r s  
f a i l i n g  to fo l low d o c t r i n e .  
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

Doctr i ne  provides l eade r s  with a s tandard ,  some t imes  ba t t le-proven 

process  to follow when solving t a c t i c a l  problems. Doct r ine  states how an  army 

e x p e c t s  to f ight .  C r i t i c s  of t h e  mil i tary c h a r g e  t h a t  t h e  mil i tary always plans t o  

f igh t  t h e  l a s t  war  r a the r  t han  preparing f o r  f u t u r e  conditions. Is this  t rue?  Our 

c u r r e n t  doc t r ine  professes  to p repa re  t h e  Army for  t h e  f i r s t  b a t t l e  of t h e  next  

war. But  how e f f e c t i v e  is doc t r ine  when i t  mee t s  t h e  test of combat?  O n e  way 

to shed  l ight  on this  issue is to examine  pas t  doc t r ine  and  de termine  how i t  

f a r e d  when t h e  US Army went  to war. If pas t  doc t r ine  a lways  fai led,  or if i t  

a lways  succeeded ,  o r  if any p a t t e r n  emerges ,  some conclusions about  today 's  

doc t r ine  might b e  drawn. 

T h e  purpose of th i s  thes i s  i s  to see if pre-World War I1 doc t r ine  met 

t h e  test of comba t  in World War 11's f i r s t  b a t t l e  for  t h e  United States, t h a t  of 

t h e  Philippines in 1941-42. T h e  method of r e sea rch  to be  used in th i s  thesis  will 

be his tor ical .  War Depar tment  field manuals  will b e  used to de termine  wha t  

mil i tary uni t s  should have  done  in acco rdance  with doctr ine.  Then a 

de termina t ion  will b e  made as to whether  or  not uni ts  on B a t a a n  ac tua l ly  

fol lowed t h e  pr inciples  set fo r th  in t h e  field manuals. Additionally, i t  will b e  

de te rmined  if local condi t ions were  key to whether  or not units fol lowed 

doct r ine .  Af t e r  taking into cons idera t ion  cons t r a in t s  of mater ie l ,  personnel, and  

t ra ining,  did Genera l  Douglas MacArthur ' s  fo rces  follow doct r ine?  Was 
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pre-World War I1 d o c t r i n e  e f f e c t i v e  on Bataan?  Offense ,  defense ,  and  

r e t r o g r a d e  doc t r ine  will b e  examined. This  r e sea rch  will focus  on t h e  t a c t i c s  of 

infan t ry ,  armor,  a n d  a r t i l l e ry  from co rps  to bat ta l ion.  

Gene ra l  MacArthur ' s  F i lamer ican  a rmy began its de fense  of t h e  Ba taan  

peninsula on 6 J a n u a r y  1942. The  United States defended  t h e  Philippines using 

War Plan Orange  4 (WPO-3). Ever  s ince  t h e  United S t a t e s  conquered  t h e  islands, 

J o i n t  Army-Navy Boards had developed and updated plans to defend  t h e  

Philippines aga ins t  po ten t ia l  enemies. T h e  planner had comple ted  t h e  most 

r e c e n t  revision, one covering war  be tween  t h e  United States and  Japan ,  only 

e ight  months before  World War I1 began. Because  no o the r  enemies  or al l ies  

were  assumed, e v e n t s  proved t h e  simple, two-sided war  envis ioned by WPO-3 to 

b e  obsolete .  But tac t ica l ly ,  t h e  plan w a s  sound and a d a p t a b l e  to any number of 

cont ingencies .  Two major assumptions w e r e  t h a t  war  would come  with too l i t t l e  

warning to re inforce  t h e  garr ison on t h e  islands, and  t h a t  t h e  a t t a c k  would 

occur  during t h e  dry  season,  sometime in December or January .  In r e t rospec t ,  

both assumptions held t rue .  1 

\ Under WPO-3, no  a t t e m p t  would be  made to defend  a l l  t h e  islands. 

Instead,  p lanners  d i r e c t e d  a l l  e f f o r t s  t oward  holding c e n t r a l  Luzon. If t h e  wors t  

were  to  happen, t h e  Army would hold Ba taan  a t  all costs. T h e  key to t h e  plan 

was  to deny Manila Bay to t h e  enemy by holding Ba taan  and Corregidor .  

Phi l ippine Army fo rces  were  expec ted  to hold fo r  s ix  months. By then,  t h e  US 

Navy would have  fought  its way across  the  Pac i f ic ,  des t royed  t h e  J a p a n e s e  

f l ee t ,  and landed  on Ba taan  with massive reinforcements .  T h e  s t r eng thened  

Ba taan  garr ison would sally fo r th  and dr ive t h e  now-isolated enemy in to  t h e  

sea. The  planners  a lmost  real ized t h e  f i r s t  half of the i r  plan, t h a t  of holding 

Manila Bay for  six months. Correg idor  fe l l  one  day shy of f ive  months, and 

a rmed  res i s tance  in t h e  sou the rn  islands did not end  until as l a t e  as 9 June ,  s ix  

2 
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months and t w o  days  a f t e r  t h e  war  s t a r t ed .  The  second half of t h e  plan, relief 

f rom t h e  United S ta t e s ,  fa i led.  2 

Defense of t h e  Philippines r e s t ed  wi th  IMacArthur's Philippine Army 

cont ro l led  by headquar te rs ,  United S t a t e s  Army Forces  F a r  E a s t  (USAFFE). To 

man his a rmy ,  MacArthur  t ra ined  t w o  cont ingents  of Filipinos e a c h  year ,  e a c h  

per iod consis t ing of f ive  and  a half months of individual t ra ining emphasizing 

scout ing  and patrolling. Annual t ra ining of as f e w  as 5,000 men proved to be  a 

g r e a t  drain on t h e  Commonweal th 's  t reasury ,  and more t ra ining was  f iscal ly  

unpopular. Lacking c a d r e  and equipment ,  MacArthur  could d o  l i t t l e  in t h e  a r e a  

of f ie ld  and  weapons training. Unit t ra in ing  was  f i r s t  a t t e m p t e d  in 1941, b e f o r e  

t h e  big call up of reserves ,  and even  then i t  was r e s t r i c t ed  to small un i t s  

(companies) fo r  a period of t w o  weeks-. 3 

The  Philippine Army which fought  on Ba taan  had been  organized just a 

f e w  shor t  months be fo re  t h e  war  began. By l a t e  1941, t h e  in te rna t iona l  

s i tua t ion  was  becoming bleaker. Although Philippine Army mobilization 

can tonemen t s  were  not comple te  and could not accommodate  full divisions, t h e  

most r ecen t  f ive  and a half month t ra ining period had just ended thereby  

f r ee ing  exis t ing camps. MacArthur  dec ided  to  mobilize increments  of e a c h  

r e se rve  division in these  camps. So in August of 1941, h e  issued orders  calling 

into se rv ice  by 1 September  t en  infan t ry  regiments, o n e  regiment  for e a c h  of 

t h e  ten re se rve  divisions. Upon mobilization, un i t s  and personnel  were  inducted 

into t h e  a rmed fo rces  of t h e  United S ta t e s .  C a d r e s  of t h e  o the r  divisional 

e l emen t s  were  also ca l led  to t h e  colors. Reserv is t s  were  cal led up, and  

able-bodied men ages  twen ty  to th i r ty  were  a c c e p t e d  as volunteers. T h e  

Phi l ippine Army would t o t a l  120,000 men, bu t  only 76,750 w e r e  on Luzon, t h e  

island f a t e d  to s e r v e  as t h e  decis ive a r e a  of combat. 4 

In b i t s  and pieces, t h e  f i r s t  regiment  mobilized, and  as soon as 
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can tonemen t  space  became  avai lable ,  o t h e r  regiments  assembled and s t a r t e d  

training. The  shor t e s t  t ime required to raise  and t r a in  a division in t h e  United 

S t a t e s  in 1941 w a s  abou t  one  year ,  and  th i s  assumed t h e  necessary  equipment ,  

t ra ining a reas ,  and  ins t ruc tors  were  avai lable .  In t h e  Philippines, divisions were  

mobilized in has te ,  f ie lded  in confusion, and  sent into b a t t l e  in less  than  four  

months. A t  bes t ,  t h e  lucky soldiers  had t h r e e  months of t ra in ing  before  they 

fought .  The  unlucky men were  t ra ined  on Ba taan  during t h e  fighting. The re  was 

a shor t age  of eve ry  type  of equipment ,  f rom an t i t ank  guns to ar t i l l e ry ,  as well 

as engineers ,  medics, suppor t ,  and  signal troops. Three  divisions had to conve r t  

the i r  a r t i l l e ry  reg iments  to in fan t ry  a f t e r  t hey  fa i led  to r ece ive  cannon. Filipino 

l i eu tenan t s  wi th .  l i t t l e  experience--even brand-new 3rd  lieutenants--commanded 

ba t ta l ions .  S ta f f  o f f i ce r s  were  new to the i r  jobs, with most never  be fo re  having 

held a staff position. Headquar te rs  units, s t a f f e d  by men expec ted  to organize,  

equip, and  t ra in  t h e  new formations,  w e r e  in no  b e t t e r  shape  than  the i r  

subordinat'e units. 5 

T h e  Phi l ippine Army divisions were  by necess i ty  light divisions, never  

rece iv ing  t h e  ma te r i e l  and suppor t  s t anda rd  to American divisions. As equipment  

became  ava i lab le  from t h e  United S t a t e s ,  i t  was  shipped to t h e  islands. In th i s  

fashion, t h e  old equipment  held by t h e  Filipinos would be  rep laced  wi th  more 

modern items. But  t ime did not allow cornpletion of th i s  modernizat ion,  and  

never  would a Phi l ippine Army division r each  half t h e  s t r eng th  of an American 

division. Corps,  Army, and  Communicat ion Zone t roops never  mobilized; t hey  

were  to have  been  formed in 1942. 6 

O n e  small b r ight  spot: in t h e  mil i tary s i tua t ion  was  t h e  e l i t e ,  

high-spirited 10,400-man Phi l ippine Division. I t  was  a regular  division s t a t ioned  

in t h e  Philippines and c a r r i e d  on the  rolls of t h e  United S t a t e s  Army. I t  had 

t h r e e  infan t ry  regiments ,  a l l  well-equipped and wel l - t ra ined,  suppor ted  by 
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engineer ,  signal, medical, and  light a r t i l l e ry  troops. The  31s t  Infan t ry  (US) was 

composed exclusively of American officers and en l i s ted  m e n  and was t h e  only 

Amer ican  in fan t ry  regiment in t h e  Philippines (exclusive of t h e  4 th  Marines on 

Corregidor) .  The  45th  and  57th  Infan t ry  (PSI w e r e  led by American of f icers  and  

manned by Philippine Scou t  en l i s ted  men. The Scouts  were  equipped wi th  t h e  

same individual g e a r  s t anda rd  to American infan t ry  and were well-known 

throughout  t h e  Army fo r  t he i r  superb  marksmanship and the i r  love  of soldiering. 

Filipinos considered se lec t ion  to t h e  Scou t s  a g r e a t  honor, and  e n t r y  s t anda rds  

were  s t r i c t .  7 

Although t h e  Phi l ippine Army was led by Americans,  t h e  handicaps 

under which i t  ope ra t ed  w e r e  so g r e a t  t h a t  it is impossible to d raw conclusions 

abou t  doc t r ine  from its ac t ions .  Because  only American and  Scouts  uni ts  w e r e  

suff ic ientIy t r a ined  and  led by men who were  famil iar  wi th  doc t r ine ,  only those  

uni ts  will b e  ana lyzed  in this  thesis. Even then,  cau t ion  must be  exerc ised  

because  of d i f f icu l t ies  in equipment ,  supplies, and  leadership. A l l  ac t ion  on 

Ba taan  was  inf luenced by pre-World War I1 doct r ine .  Because  th i s  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  

b a t t l e  for t h e  Americans in t h e  war, t h e  leaders  could not d raw on previous 

lessons learned.  Instead,  t hey  had to fol low t h e  lessons and guidance they  had 

rece ived  during peace- t ime training. In shor t ,  t hey  had to fol low doct r ine .  

$ T h e  Ba taan  campaign s t a r t e d  on 6 Janua ry  1942 and concluded a 

disorder ly  delaying ac t ion  during which t ime MacArthur ' s  a rmy b e a t  a hurr ied 

r e t r e a t  f rom all  co rne r s  of Luzon. Genera l  Masaharu Homma's 14th  Army had 

landed  in both nor th  and south  Luzon and  had easi ly  routed  t h e  Philippine Army 

beach  defenses .  Unable to contest these  landings, t h e  Phi l ippine Army r e t r e a t e d  

toward  Bataan.  Filipino fo rces  defended  e ight  d i f f e r e n t  de lay  lines just long 

enough to fo rce  t h e  J a p a n e s e  to maneuver out of march formation for  an  

a t t a c k .  Then t h e  Filipinos withdrew,  s c a t t e r e d ,  or deser ted .  Those co l l ec t ed  by 
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t he i r  o f f i ce r s  r epea ted  t h e  process  on t h e  n e x t  line. The  s teadying  inf luence  of 

American l ight  tanks,  self-propelled a r t i l l e ry ,  and  Phi l ippine Scou t s  of t h e  26th  

Cava l ry  were  barely su f f i c i en t  to dignify t h e  maneuver as a withdrawal  r a t h e r  

t han  a rout. In d e s p e r a t e  c i rcumstances  and  under c o n s t a n t  enemy pressure,  t h e  

unt r ied  Philippine Army, spread  ac ross  north and south  Luzon, wi thdrew in a 

dangerous  double  r e t rog rade ,  joined, and  r e t i r ed  in to  Bataan .  Here t h e  

F i lamer ican  army would f igh t  for  t h r e e  months, f rom 6 J a n u a r y  unt i l  9 April 

1942. At: f i r s t ,  t h e  defenders  severe ly  mauled t h e  Japanese ,  bu t  t hey  finally 

succumbed to s t a rva t ion  and  a re juvenated  J a p a n e s e  army. 
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CHAPTER I1 

DISCUSSION 

Divisional Cover ing  Force at Layac ,  6 Janua ry  1942 

On 6 J a n u a r y  1942, a f t e r  t h e  wi thdrawals  from nor th  and south  Luzon 

were  comple ted  and  t h e  Phi l ippine Army had r e t i r ed  to Bataan ,  one l a s t  position 

remained be tween  t h e  J a p a n e s e  and t h e  main .American l ine  at  Abucay. 

American positions on Ba taan  were  divided in to  two  corps  sec to r s ,  a physical 

necess i ty  posed by Mount Nat ib  which divided t h e  peninsula in to  wes t  and east 

coas t a l  plains, Major Genera l  Jona than  M. Wainwright's I Philippine Corps  

de fended  t h e  wes tern  approaches ,  while  Major Genera l  George  M. Pa rke r ' s  I1 

Philippine Corps  de fended  t h e  Manila Bay side. 

The  origins of t h e  L a y a c  cover ing  f o r c e  position lay in War Plan 

O r a n g e  3, so t h e r e  was  l i t t l e  surpr ise  when o rde r s  came to occupy t h e  position. 

MacArthur  o rde red  Wainwright to organize  t h e  line be fo re  turning it over  to 

t h e  commanding genera l ,  Ba taan  Defense Force .  In turn ,  Major Genera l  P a r k e r  

was  told t h a t  L a y a c  would b e  given to him and held until a coord ina ted  a t t a c k  

fo rced  a withdrawal .  Brigadier  Genera l  C lyde  A. Sel leck,  commanding t h e  71s t  

Division, r ece ived  a c t u a l  respnsibility for  es tabl ishing t h e  Layac  line. 

Wainwright a l e r t e d  Se l leck  on 2 Janua ry  and ins t ruc ted  him to hold t h e  position 

for  s eve ra l  days. He would thereby  cove r  t h e  withdrawal  of t h e  11th  and 21s t  

1 Divisions and  gain t ime to p repa re  t h e  Abucay line. 

Sel leck p laced  h is  71st  Infan t ry  on t h e  r ight  of t h e  line. The  71st 
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Infan t ry ' s  r ight  was  par t ia l ly  p r o t e c t e d  by marshy t ida l  s t r eams  and 

water -covered  ground, while  t h e  remainder  of t h e  ground was  monotonously f la t .  

To t h e  left of t h e  71s t  Infan t ry  s tood  t h e  72nd Infant ry ,  and  t o  t h e  l e f t  of t h e  

72nd Infant ry  was Colonel  Char l e s  L. S t ee l ' s  1,600-man American 31st Infantry.  

Although th is  regiment  was unique in not having seen  any action up to t h a t  

point ,  its s t r eng th  was low, fo r  many of t h e  most exper ienced  m e n  had been 

pulled from the i r  un i t s  and  s e n t  to in s t ruc t  or command t h e  new Filipino outf i ts .  

On t h e  f a r  left of t h e  covering f o r c e  line, t h e  reduced  26th Cava l ry  Regiment  

with 657 men reached  Sel leck t h e  night of 5 Janua ry  and ex tended  his l ine  wes t  

to t h e  foothi l ls  of t h e  Zambales  Mountains. The  cava l ry  began  reconnaissances  

t h e  morning of t h e  6 th ,  bu t  even  then  t h e  2nd Squadron on the  e x t r e m e  l e f t  did 

not: get into position until 1400 hours, well a f t e r  t h e  f igh t  s t a r t ed .  The  cava l ry  

reg iment  es tab l i shed  a s tanding sc reen  of pa t ro l s  from . the  mountains  on t h e  l e f t  

to t h e  American regiment  on t h e  r igh t ;  t h e  bulk of t h e  reg iment  massed so as to 

b e  ready  to r e a c t  

Sel leck 's  

b a t t e r i e s  and  one  

guns in his 71st  

2 to enemy penetrat ions.  

71st Division Ar t i l l e ry  cons is ted  of two  two-gun 75mm 

four-gun 2.95-inch pack  howi tzer  b a t t e r y ,  a t o t a l  of e igh t  

Art i l lery.  In genera l  support  of Se l leck ' s  l ine were  two  

b a t t e r i e s  of t h e  23rd Ar t i l l e ry  and two  b a t t e r i e s  from t h e  1s t  Bat ta l ion,  88 th  

Artillery. Both were  co rps  a r t i l l e ry  uni ts ,  bo th  were  a rmed wi th  75mm guns, and  

both were  well-trained Scou t  units. For  some reason, maybe  because  of an 

oversight ,  no one  gave Sel leck any long-range 155mrn support .  T h e  cannon could 

have  been  positioned e i the r  c lose  to or  well behind t h e  l ine in order  to c o p e  

with e i the r  enemy ar t i l l e ry  or enemy infantry.  The  absence  of t h e  big guns 

would prove  a major 

was  a l so  in suppor t  

Bren gun car r ie rs .  

e r ror .  A USAFFE organiza t ion ,  t h e  Provisional Tank Group,  

with e ighty  light tanks,  fo r ty - two  half- t racks,  and  f i f t e e n  

Two ba t ta l ions  of USAFFE self-propelled 75mm a r t i l l e ry  

$0 



cove red  tank  approaches ;  in a pinch, t h e y  could act as ant i - tank ar t i l l e ry  as 

well as normal f ie ld  a r t i l l e ry .  

Occupat ion  of t h e  l ine had begun on 3 January ,  but wi thout  engineer  

support--Selleck's ba t ta l ion  of divisional engineers  was  working for North Luzon 

Force--progress was  slow. The  cons t ruc t ion  e f f o r t  at  L a y a c  was  t h e  f i r s t  t ime 

t h e  71s t  Division had eve r  t r ied  to s t r ing  barbed  wire  or build obs tac les ,  and  

with f e w  except ions,  t h e  t i red  and  dispir i ted Filipinos made  very l i t t l e  progress  

organizing t h e  ground and  entrenching.  A visiting American engineer  found l i t t l e  

des i re  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  71s t  Division to hold the i r  positions for  even  a shor t  

time. The  American 31st  Infan t ry  en t r enched  reasonably well, bu t  even  here ,  a n  

all-out e f f o r t  was  missing. 4 

Across t h e  e n t i r e  f ront ,  t h e  L a y a c  position was weak.  The  r ight  of t h e  

l ine f a c e d  east and  could b e  enf i laded  from t h e  west ,  while  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  

l ine f a c e d  north and could be  enf i laded  from t h e  east. T h e  low, rolling hills 

were  hardly more than  bumps i n  t h e  uniformly f l a t  ground. T h e  tiny Culis  River  

i tself  did not provide a n  obs tac le ,  a n d  even  t h e  larger  Cu lo  River  was  fordable  

by dismounted troops. T h e  Culo 's  s t eep ,  a lmost  ver t ica l  banks made vehicular  

t r a f f i c  diff icul t ,  b u t  a n  engineer  e f f o r t  could cut approaches  for  a crossing. T h e  

best Se l leck  could organize  was  a series of mutually support ing s t rong  points  

en t r enched  and wired as much as t ime and  ma te r i e l  would permit. 5 

At  1030 hours on 6 January ,  Sc l leck ' s  a r t i l l e ry  s topped  t h e  J a p a n e s e  

advance  by driving t h e  lead infan t ry  and a r t i l l e ry  off t h e  road. T h e  J a p a n e s e  

began to deploy about  two-and-a-third miles north of F i lamer ican  lines. A half 

hour l a t e r ,  J apanese  a r t i l l e ry  replied. J apanese  75mm and 150rnm shells, 

d i r ec t ed  and  c o r r e c t e d  by ae r i a l  spo t t e r s ,  who dropped as low as 2,000 feet in 

the i r  s e a r c h  for  targets, began to fall nea r  t h e  defending ar t i l lery.  L i t t l e  

e scaped  t h e  a i r  observers '  a t t en t ion ,  and  J a p a n e s e  a r t i l l e ry  g r e w  more accu ra t e .  
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Because the big Model-4, 150mm howitzers f i r ing 10,000 yards outranged the 

smaller Filipino 75mm1s, the Japanese were untouched by counterbattery fire. 

Filipino artillery was severely shelled and took several direct hits. By 

mid-afternoon, every gun  in the 71st Artillery had been hit at least once, and 

four were damaged beyond repair. Changes in gun position made little 

difference because of Japanese aerial observation, for no sooner were the guns 

in a new location than they were once again under fire. Concealment was 

scarce, cover was nonexistant, and the old artillery maxim Ira battery seen is a 

battery lost" held true. 6 

Under galling fire, the Filipinos from the 1st Battalion, 71st Artillery 

abandoned their guns, carrying away the firing pins and keys to the prime 

movers. Bamboo thickets surrounding the eight cannon of the 23rd Artillery 

caught fire and threatened the guns more than did the enemy shelling. The 

evening before, B Battery's prime movers were collected a t  battalion 

headquarters, where they would be safe. Now, as the bamboo fire approached 

the immobile guns, there was no way to move the pieces out of danger. Because 

telephone lines were cut, B Battery could not tell battalion headquarters to 

send the vehicles forward. When the fire reached the pits occupied by the 

gunners, the men jumped out, and the guns were lost. 7 

Enemy artillery also hit the American infantry manning the main line of 

resistance. At 1400 hours, the Japanese succeeded in putting several infantry 

battalions across the small river, and patrols probed the junction between the 

31st Infantry and 72nd Infantry. The Japanese brought small arms fire against 

the American B Company, and the entire company panicked and broke. The 

adjacent C Company held, but the battalion reserve could not regain the line. 

Colonel Steel called on his reserve battalion, and two companies 

counterattacked. One of the companies broke under enemy artillery, but the 
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8 second advanced  successful ly  and re-establ ished t h e  main line. 

Although t h e  31s t  Infan t ry  had now res tored  i t s  line, t h e  s i tua t ion  s t i l l  

looked bad. Most of Sel leck 's  a r t i l l e ry  was out of ac t ion ,  enemy planes l e f t  him 

wi thout  concea lment ,  and  a l l  his in fan t ry  reserves  were  commit ted.  If t h e  

J a p a n e s e  broke  through t h e  71s t  Division on t h e  r ight  of t h e  line, t hey  would 

cut t h e  only road leading south  and  t r a p  t h e  e n t i r e  covering force. Light  f i r ing 

w a s  cont inuing along t h e  American regiment 's  f r o n t  into t h e  ear ly  evening, s t i l l  

more J a p a n e s e  were  arr iving a t  Layac ,  and  Japanese  movements  forward  of t h e  

72nd Infant ry  were  increasing.  Se l leck  was  forced  to assume t h e  bulk of Genera l  

Flomma's 14 th  Army f a c e d  him. Sel leck 's  mission was  to de lay  t h e  enemy, no t  to 

f ight  a p i tched  ba t t le .  He had a l r eady  los t  t h e  two-ba t te ry  23rd Ar t i l l e ry  and 

t h e  1 s t  Bat ta l ion,  71s t  Artillery., Two American r i f le  compan'ies had run and  

were  ou t  of t h e  f ight ,  t h e  r e se rve  ba t ta l ion  w a s  commit ted,  and  t h e  Filipinos 

along t h e  71s t  Division's front--even though they  had not  been  seriously 

pressured--were shaky and ready to bolt. 9 

A t  2000 hours, Colonel  S t e e l  explained t h e  31st Infant ry ' s  s i tua t ion  to 

Sel leck,  bu t  Sel leck re fused  permission to withdraw. A second r epor t  to Sel leck 

s t r e s sed  t h e  possibility of a d isas t rous  dayl ight  withdrawal  t h e  next  day  if t h e  

men did not g e t  o u t  t h a t  night. This t ime  Sel leck ag reed  and  asked  I1 Corps  for  

permission to withdraw.  When Genera l  Pa rke r  rece ived  Sel leck 's  reques t ,  h e  

initially considered reinforcing Sel leck and  coun te ra t t ack ing  a t  dawn,  but h e  

dropped t h e  idea a f t e r  his a r t i l l e ry  staff told him i t  was impossible to position 

cannon at night and shoot  a t  dawn wi thout  a dayl ight  reconnaissance.  So a t  

2200 hours, I1 Corps  o rde red  Sel leck to conduc t  a night withdrawal .  10 

Despite local  confusion, t h e  withdrawal  succeeded ,  and  Se l leck ' s  f o r c e  

broke  contact with t h e  Japanese  who, now unopposed, occupied  Hermosa in t h e  

dark.  All things considered,  t h e  delay f o r c e  was lucky--the J a p a n e s e  fai led to 
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pursue and the defenders once again traded space for time. B u t  this one-day 

delay proved costly, especially since USAFFE had expected more than a single 

day's delay out of Selleck's men. 11 

The Japanese made an unenthusiastic pursuit of Selleck's force but 

failed to catch it. From 7' until 10 January, the Japanese marched south toward 

the main line of resistance, moved supplies forward, and repaired roads and 

bridges. The main Japanese force now on Bataan was the 65th Brigade, a 

three-regiment (seven-battalion) outfit reinforced to about 12,000 men by 

engineers, artillery, tanks, and various service support units. The 65th Brigade 

divided its left flank regiment into two single battalion columns, one moving 

into the foothills to the west while the second battalion marched straight down 

the East Road toward, the Philippine Scouts of the 57th Infantry. The eastern 

most battalion-would open the next phase of the Bataan campaign. 

Regimental and Battalion Defense at Mabatang, 11-12 January 

I1 Corps defended the right half of Bataan wi th  two Philippine A r m y  

divisions and a Phi ippine Scout regiment on the main line of resistance, the 

Abucay line. The left of the corps line was anchored on Mount Natib's 

precipitous slopes. The right of the line was considered so critical that it was 

manned by a regiment of the Philippine Division, the only regular division in the 

islands, The Japanese also considered the right of the line t h e  most promising 

target, and they launched their first serious assaults here the night of 11-12 

January. The elite 57th Infantry (Philippine Scouts)--1,914 Filipino enlisted men 

commanded by American officers--blocked the most likely enemy avenue of 

14 



! 
! 

\ 
\ 
i 



approach into I1 Corps just north of Mabatang barrio. The staunch Scouts were 

the best infantry in the Philippines, better than the Americans, the Philippine 

Army,  and the Japanese. The regiment deployed with its 3rd Battalion on the 

left, the 1st Battalion on the right, and the 2nd Battalion i n  reserve. 12 

Overall, t h e  line was strong, but trouble would come from a sugar cane 

field lying across the front of the 3rd Battalion. The field ran from as far out 

as 400 yards to as close as 150 yards from the main line. Japanese could enter 

the northern edge of the cane field via a d r y  stream bed and move south to the 

Scout main line. Ignorance did not leave the cane intact; there were too many 

professional soldiers present simply to forget to cut it. The battalion 

commander, his company commanders, and the regimental operations officer all 

agreed the cane should be cleared. Fields of fire were m u c h  too short, and the 

enemy could dash into the Scouts, completely avoiding long-range rifle and 

machine guns fires. There was ample time to clear it, and numerous 

reconnaissances convinced them the field was a serious threat. But the 

regimental commander forbade any cutting, believing that newly cut cane would 

show on aerial photos and indicate the presence of major defensive positions. 

Even after the 3rd Battalion commander asked that the "no cut" order be 

reconsidered, the regimental commander ref used, believing Scout artillery could 

deny use of the cane field as an assembly area. 13 

When night fell on 11 January, the Japanese advanced and massed in 

the uncut cane field B scant 150 yards f r o m  the 3rd Battalion. After driving i n  

the Scout outposts, a Japanese infantry battalion assembled here and worked its 

way close to the Scouts. Despite the concealed routes, the Japanese failed to 

move in completely undetected. Scout listening posts heard noises and sounds of 

significant movement, but they could not see anything because the moon had not 

yet risen. Their reports were relayed through company CPs to artillery FDCs, 
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and a call for fire went to the guns of the Scout 1st Battalion, 24 th  

Artillery. 14 

At this very moment, when the 75mm cannon were being laid, the 

Japanese were creeping to the south edge of the cane. They first fired small 

arms and some light mortars at the Scouts, then they increased the tempo of 

their machine gun fire. Scout requests for artillery fire on the cane field 

reached the gunners an hour before midnight, and Scout artillerymen began their 

well-drilled routine. Just as the first 75mm projectiles exploded in  the tall 

stalks of sugar, "the cane field seemed to vomit Japanese in great numbers 

screaming, howling, yelling 'Banzai' as they charged," recalled a company 

~0mmander.l~ Quickly,  C Battery, 24th Artillery, which was dug in on the main 

line and silent until now, leveled its four 75mm guns at  the inviting target and 

fired point blank over open sights into the mass of charging Japanese. The . 

battery commander hastily organized his artillerymen for defense against 

infantry, yet kept m e n  on the guns to maintain a hot fire. Joining the fires of C 

Battery were the other two batteries of the battalion. 

Despite the appalling effects of massed artillery and small arms fire, 

the Japanese continued across the short stretch of open field, Departing the 

cane field, they ran downhill, crossed a small creek, then pushed uphill across 

moderately vegetated ground, through d r y  rice paddies, and into Scout barbed 

wire. In contrast to the 1st Battalion on the right, the 3rd Battalion was firing 

tracers mixed with ball ammunition, and the fiery bullets gave the Japanese a 

good idea of the battalion's line, especially the location of machine guns and 

automatic rifles. The Japanese threw themselves on the double-apron barbed 

wire, and succeeding squads climbed over the bodies pinned to the wire. Once 

over the wire, the Japanese charge pushed into the Scout foxhole line of I 

Company. Despite incredible confusion and the close proximity of the Japanese, 
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t h e  Scou t s  calmly held the i r  ground, and  t h e  J a p a n e s e  los t  the i r  cohesion. But  

t h e  J a p a n e s e  were  as de termined  as t h e  Scouts ,  and  they  worked the i r  way from 

foxhole  to foxhole. Some Scou t s  w e r e  physically manhandled out of position wi th  

t h e  men on both f lanks  suf fer ing  t h e  most. I Company's  commander  asked for 

help, and t h e  r e s e r v e  company commander  pleaded to be  al lowed to 

coun te ra t t ack .  But  t h e  ba t t a l ion  commander  sa id  no--he was unwilling to commi t 

his  r e s e r v e  th i s  ear ly ,  16 

To t h e  r ight  of I Company was K Company, and  t h e  J a p a n e s e  attack 

lapped  in to  K Company's  l e f t  flank. A t  0130 hours, t h e  J a p a n e s e  formed a 

casua l ty  br idge  over t h e  barbed  wire  and swamped I Company immediately 

a d j a c e n t  to K Company'. Rea l iz ing  h e  would lose his e n t i r e  l e f t  f lank if i t  

remained in place,  t h e  K Company commander  moved a sec t ion  of machine guns 

behind his l e f t  f lank and  began a c a r e f u l  withdrawal  of t h e  l e f t  f lank platoon 

and  t h e  t w o  r e se rve  squads. Luckily, p rev ious  cons t ruc t ion  l e f t  ready-made 

works into which t h e  Scouts  sa fe ly  se t t led .  The  move was  beaut i ful ly  

executed .  17 

Sometime a f t e r  0200 hours, t h e  I Company commander  s t a r t e d  a n  

inspect ion of his l ines  accompanied  by his f i r s t  s e r g e a n t  and t w o  riflemen. A t  

0315 hours, h i s  p a r t y  came upon J a p a n e s e  occupying t h r e e  foxholes  in t h e  

c e n t e r  of t h e  line, and  a quick f i r e  f igh t  ensued. F ive  J a p a n e s e  died, bu t  r i f le  

f i r e  a l so  s h a t t e r e d  t h e  company commander 's  hip. He could not walk, so his 

soldiers  dragged  him back  to his CP while  confused f ight ing raged  ac ross  t h e  

d a r k  ba t t le f ie ld .  Just b e f o r e  dawn,  t h e  ac t ing  I Company commander  set out to 

tour  his platoons. The  company's  r ight  and  l e f t  f lanks w e r e  des t royed  or  

dispersed,  b u t  t h e  c e n t e r  and t h e  CP s t i l l  remained,  bo th  now well forward  of 

J a p a n e s e  on e i the r  flank. T h e  Scouts ,  ser iously sho r t  of r i f l e  ammunition, 

c r awled  from foxhole  to foxhole  co l lec t ing  rounds from t h e  dead  a n d  wounded. 
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Returning to the CP, the acting company commander reached the parapet of I 

Company's dugout when Japanese machine gun fire from the cane field killed 

18 him. 

It had been obvious for some time that the 3rd Battalion's line was 

badly disorganized and that I and K companies needed help. The 3rd Battalion 

commander alerted his battalion reserve, L Company, for a counterattack. L 

Company's Scouts assembled a t  0400 hours and advanced to stop the Japanese. 

The minute they  appeared, the entire area burst into machine gun fire which hit 

several of the Scouts. In the dark, L Company mixed with K Company and 

foundered. Despite happy shouts of greeting from K Company, it was nearly 

impossible to tell friend from foe and extremely dangerous to approach any 

foxhole, so L Company's arrival created "a perfect havoc of  onf fusion.'''^ K 

Company had taken considerable mortar and rifle fire during the Japanese 

attack and then had received machine gun fire as I Company was penetrated. K 

Company was not prepared to have a friendly company climb up its back. The 

counterattack only contained the Japanese and did little more than extend K 

Company's flank southwest to the battalion reserve line. A big hole still 

existed. 

With the failure of the 3rd  Battalion's counterattack, only the 

regimental reserve remained to stop the Japanese. At 0430 hours, the 

regimental operations officer ordered the reserve battalion's E Company into 

action. When preparing their defenses in early January, the 2nd Battalion 

officers had conducted terrain walks over areas across which they might 

logically counterattack. Then they held several night exercises to familiarize 

key leaders with the terrain. The battalion commander was aware of the 3rd 

Battalion's difficulties, and shortly after 0300 hours had alerted E Company for 

possible commitment to the left flank of the battered I Company. Regiment's 
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subsequent orders, therefore, came as no surprise--the 2nd Battalion was ready. 

E Company followed recognizable terrain features along the regiment's left 

boundary and attacked without error into I Company's sector. The company 

advanced with two platoons forward, right platoon echeloned to the right rear 

in anticipation of meeting the left of L Company, and filled the gap remaining 

to the left of L Company. The advance overran and killed five small teams of 

Japanese, but E Company stopped when  it became apparent there was still 

vigorous M-1 rifle fire coming from I Company's area. Certain they would kil l  

more I Company Scouts than Japanese if they continued in  the dark, E Company 

went to ground and dug in. E Company's effort, although not reaching the main 

line of resistance, stalled the Japanese and contained the penetration. 20 

The fighting at Mabatang continued for several more days, and the 

Scouts ultimately prevailed. Concurrent with the attacks against the Scouts, six 

battalions of Japanese infantry were deeply involved i n  attacks against Filipino 

units off to the west. The  Philippine Army's 41st and 51st Divisions extended I1 

Corps' line west from t h e  Scout 57th Infantry. From 11 to 16 January, the 

Japanese repeatedly assaulted the 4 1st Division, drove several Filipino 

battalions off the main line back to the regimental reserve lines, and inflicted 

heavy casualties on the poorly trained defenders. In response, I1 Corps heavily 

reinforced the 41st Division using elements from the 21st and 31st Divisions. 

The Japanese finally stopped their attacks and moved their efforts farther west 

against the 51st Division. Here, at  the Abucay Hacienda, they had more success. 

On 16 January, they routed the 51st Infantry and drove the 53rd Infantry from 

the field. Fortunately for 11 Corps, the Japanese did not immediately realize the 

extent of their success, and the 65th Brigade failed to push into the abandoned 

51st Division line for more than a fu l l  day. This respite allowed commitment of 

the Philippine Division in a corps counterattack role. 
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Division/Regimental Of fense  at t h e  Abucay Hacienda, 17-22 Janua ry  

T h e  morning of 1 7  Janua ry  dawned as ano the r  in which 

t h e  fo r tunes  of war  could swing dramat ica l ly  in favor  of t h e  Japanese .  If 

t h e  J a p a n e s e  could comple te  t h e  turning I1 Corps '  l e f t  flank--a likely 

prospec t  following t h e  des t ruc t ion  of t h e  51s t  Division--the Abucay Line 

would become untenable ,  and 11 Corps  would be  f o r c e d  to r e t r e a t .  

Amer ican  hopes now depended on t h e  per formance  of t h e  31s t  Infantry.  

On 16 January ,  t w o  regiments  of t h e  e l i t e  Phi l ippine Division moved o u t  

of r e se rve  toward  t h e  Abucay Hacienda. Although t h e  American 31st  Infan t ry  

made t h e  march without  diff icul ty ,  t h e  Scout 45th Infan t ry  a t t e m p t e d  a night  

march  cross  count ry ,  only to g e t  lost in a maze of trails. So only t h e  31s t  

Infan t ry  a r r ived  on  time. T h e  31s t  Infan t ry  approached  t h e  Abucay line wi th  t h e  

2nd, I s t ,  and  3rd ba t ta l ions  in l i ne  of march. T h e  an t i t ank  company, engineers ,  

and t h e  self-propelled a r t i l l e ry  followed t h e  3rd  Bat ta l ion,  Information reached  

t h e  t roops in f r agmen t s  with promises of more to come la t e r ,  and  l eade r s  urged 

eve ryone  to hurry. J apanese  planes were  a c t i v e  and dove  occasional ly  a t  t h e  

column, b u t  because  t h e  Americans dispersed well, l i t t l e  damage  was done. 21 

The  regiment  marched for  t w o  solid hours  before  t h e  f i r s t  halt. It was 

a hot ,  hard ,  t i r ing uphill march of th i r t een  miles. Some men s ickened in t h e  

bru ta l ,  dus ty  h e a t  and fe l l  ou t  of t h e  l ine of march. T h e  regiment  reached  t h e  

l e f t  of t h e  43rd Infan t ry  at 1900 hours, well a f t e r  sunse t  b u t  with a l i t t l e  l ight  

in t h e  sky. During the  las t  hours of dayl ight ,  J apanese  observat ion planes 

wa tched  t h e  regiment ,  b u t  they  re f ra ined  from launching any a t t acks .  T h e  

Americans thankful ly  bivouaced 

and l eade r s  rushed to g e t  in a 

local  secur i ty ,  soldiers  paired 

a b o u t  2,000 ya rds  east of t h e  Abucay Hacienda, 

quick reconnaissance.  The  regiment  es tabl ished 

off, a n d  everyone  t r ied  to make themselves  

2 1  



I 

i 

22 



comfortable .  The  Amer icans  had outmarched  the i r  support ,  and  they  went  to 

s l eep  hungry. 22 

Night had long s ince  fal len when t h e  ba t ta l ion  commanders  of t h e  31s t  

Infan t ry  met with Colonel  S t e e l  at his regimental  command post. S t ee l  had 

l i t t l e  information abou t  enemy s t r e n g t h s  or locat ions,  bu t  h e  passed on w h a t  he 

had. His briefing w a s  followed by o rde r s  for  t h e  nex t  day ' s  a t t a c k .  Sunrise  

was  at 0724 hours, and  t h e  a t t a c k  would s t a r t  at 0800 hours  wi th  t h e  1s t  

Elattalion on the  le f t ,  wes t ,  and  t h e  2nd Bat ta l ion  s t raddl ing  Tra i l  12 on t h e  

r ight ,  east. 

The  o f f i ce r s  r e tu rned  to the i r  ba t ta l ions  a n  hour a f t e r  midnight. 

The  3rd  Bat ta l ion  was  in reserve.  Direct ion of attack was  north. 

23  

Everything now depended on t h e  American 31st Infan t ry ,  If t he i r  

a t t a c k  succeeded ,  II Corps '  l ine  could hold fo r  some t ime to come. T h e  

J a p a n e s e  did not have  unlimited power, and  i f  s topped  he re ,  t hey  would need  to 

reorganize  before  mounting ano the r  e f fo r t .  But  if t h e  Americans failed, and  

especial ly  if they  were  routed,  t h e  e n t i r e  Fi lamerican l ine  would have  to 

r e t r e a t ,  probably under  heavy Japanese  pressure.  And if  t h e  Americans broke,  

as B and  I Companies  did a t  Layac,  l i t t l e  hope could be  placed in t h e  less well 

t r a ined  Filipinos. 

The  31s t  Infan t ry  a t t a c k e d  a t  0815 hours  with two  ba t t a l ions  ab reas t .  

Jumping off from the i r  l ine of depa r tu re ,  t h e  men initially encountered  f e w  

enemy. On t h e  l e f t ,  following t ra i l s  in t h e  thick jungle, t h e  1s t  Bat ta l ion  drove  

ahead  even  a f t e r  encounter ing  subs tan t ia l  res i s tance ,  some of which dissolved 

into hand-to-hand fighting. T h e  Amer icans  met more r e s i s t ance  at a sugar  c a n e  

field fu l l  of J a p a n e s e  where  c lose  comba t  was the  rule  because  of t h e  thick 
24 vege ta t ion  and  broken ground. 

T h e  2nd Bat ta l ion  was  on the  r ight  of t h e  reg iment ' s  a t t ack .  

men walked 800 ya rds  up t h e  Hacienda Road  ear ly  on 17 January ,  they  

23 

As t h e  
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through a mango grove containing some wounded Filipinos, filled canteens from 

a water pipe near the Hacienda, and when dawn broke, made a 90-degree right 

turn  up  to their line of departure. The 2nd Battalion attacked with G and E 

companies abreast and a machine gun platoon attached to each. After crossing 

the line of departure, the Americans received mortar and small arms fire 

interspersed with a terrific cracking and banging of Japanese firecrackers. In G 

Company, the left flank platoon pushed forward 400 yards until stopped by 

automatic weapons firing down lanes cut in a sugar cane field. The cane field 

was badly tangled with strong vines which the Americans had to hack clear 

before they could advance. Then, G Company's right flank platoon stumbled into 

an unexpected seventy-five foot deep ravine. 25 

In an unusual and baffling move, the 2nd Battalion commander withdrew 

his left flank company and switched i t  to the battalion's right. He then pushed 

F Company, the battalion's reserve, into the hole left by C Company's 

departure. Unhappily, F Company was hardly more successful than G. Enemy 

machine gun fire was so intense here that it cut swaths of cane and stacked it 

on the ground as if ready for harvesting. A few men from F Company, bellies 

hugging the ground, crept forward and used hand grenades to reduce the closer 

gun  positions. The 2nd Battalion called a halt for mortars to work over the 

Japanese. As the 

2nd Battalion's three companies worked their way across the  deep ravine, they 

ran into even heavier fire. The rifle company commanders voted, two to one, 

to make a concerted effort. As soon as heavy machine guns could be carried 

into position, each company would attack. But before the attack was launched, 

a runner from battalion arrived and ordered the three companies back to the 

south side of the ravine. The rifle companies, exhausted by the day's fighting, 

made their way across the big ravine. The three companies then set up for the 

24 

After the mortars stopped, it was the infantry's turn again. 



26 night. 

When t h e  2nd Bat ta l ion  h i t  res i s tance ,  and when t h e  1st Bat ta l ion  shied 

to t h e  l e f t ,  a g a p  developed be tween  t h e  two ba t ta l ions ,  so regiment  tapped  t h e  

r e s e r v e  ba t ta l ion  for  one company to fill t h e  hole. K Company moved in to  

position be tween  B and  G companies. The  t e r r a in  over  which K Company moved 

was  wooded and  broken, and  i t  had d i f f icu l ty  es tabl ishing contact with B and  G 

companies  and  had even  more d i f f icu l ty  maintaining con tac t .  M e n  disappeared 

into gullies or  vanished behind thick vegeta t ion .  All things considered,  t h e  

day ' s  progress  would have  been much more ag reeab le  had t h e  Scou t  reg iment  

been  t h e r e  to help. Only on t h e  left, in t h e  1st  Bat ta l ion,  did t h e  Americans 

r e a c h  the i r  ob jec t ive ,  t h e  Balan tay  River .  27 

With t h e  coming of enough light to lead them out of t h e  t r a i l  maze, t h e  

45th Infan t ry  spent 17 Janua ry  t rying to g e t  in to  position. T h e  reg iment  

marched  most of t h e  day  through ta l l  cogan  grass  across  rugged ground where  

e v e r y  r idge line seemed to run perpendicular  to t h e  l ine of march. Two hours 

a f t e r  midnight, gu ides  m e t  and e sco r t ed  45th Infan t ry  of f icers  to t h e  command 

post  of t h e  4 l s t  Division. The re  they hashed out plans fo r  t h e  next  day,  t h e  

18th. The  pre-dawn c o n f e r e n c e  resu l ted  in ag reemen t  to cont inue  t h e  a t t a c k .  

The  45th  Infan t ry  would attack any J a p a n e s e  found be tween  t h e  American r ight  

and t h e  left of t h e  Phi l ippine Army 41s t  Division. The  Scou t s  would provide t h e  

main e f f o r t  with ba t t a l ions  eche loned  to t h e  right. T h e  American regiment  

would launch  a holding a t t a c k .  Unfortunately,  t h e  plan miscarr ied a lmost  

immediately. The  Scou t  3rd Bat ta l ion  missed t h e  45th Infan t ry ' s  assembly a rea ,  

cont inued  marching to t h e  west ,  and  finally s topped  next  to t h e  l e f t  f lank of 

t h e  31s t  Infan t ry  fac ing  t h e  Hacienda. Making a v i r tue  of necessi ty ,  t h e  3rd 

Bat ta l ion  w a s  al lowed to a t t a c k  from its p resen t  location. I t  would re l ieve  

some of t h e  pressure  building to t h e  left of t h e  American 31s t  Infantry.  28 
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A f t e r  a f e w  rounds of a r t i l l e ry ,  t h e  men e n t e r e d  t h e  big ravine,  b u t  f ragmented  

in t h e  thick underbrush. Men became  lost, l eade r s  d i sappeared  when they went  

scout ing,  and  confusion prevailed. Crawl ing  up  a dry  wa te r f a l l  and using r i f les  

to hois t  and  pull e a c h  o the r  up, o n e  r i f l e  and one  weapons platoon worked the i r  

way ou t  of t h e  ravine. But  i t  was da rk  when they r eached  t h e  top. Behind 

them, ano the r  platoon r eached  t h e  top  and  engaged  a group of Japanese .  In t h e  

dark ,  no  o n e  could t e l l  wha t  was  happening, and  a coord ina ted  e f f o r t  was 

impossible. Both p la toons  rece ived  o rde r s  to r e tu rn  to the i r  s t a r t  point. Similar 

t roubles  w e r e  expe r i enced  by all units. A f u l l  ba t t a l ion  e f f o r t  might see one  or  

t w o  platoons ac tua l ly  f ight ing while  t he  remainder  s tumbled a b o u t  looking for  
33 t h e  enemy. 

In a f rus t r a t ing  s t a l ema te ,  t h e  Amer icans  and Scou t s  launched a t t a c k  

a f t e r  a t t a c k  on 20 and  21 January ,  while  the i r  higher headquar t e r s  wa tched  t h e  

J a p a n e s e  increase  the i r  p ressure  on t h e  f a r  left bat ta l ions.  Although J a p a n e s e  

a t t a c k s  were  s teadi ly  weakening American and  Scout  uni ts ,  losses  were  a l so  

mounting in J a p a n e s e  units. By t h e  close of 22 January ,  t h e  65 th  Brigade 

r eco rded  losses of 342 men killed and  777 wounded, osses completely 

unaccep tab le  if a quick resu l t  could not  b e  obtained.  Despi te  a l l  they  could do  

to f o r c e  t h e  issue, t h e  J a p a n e s e  admi t t ed  t h a t  " t h e  enemy, showing no signs of 

r e t r ea t ing ,  was  resis t ing with increased  tenaci ty ."  34 

Gloom was  equally thick in F i lamer ican  units. Ominous r epor t s  were  

reaching  I1 Corps  headquar t e r s  of J a p a n e s e  moving south  along t h e  e a s t e r n  

s lopes of Mount Natih. On 19 January ,  a three-man Scou t  pa t ro l  hiding on 

Mount  Natib wa tched  the J a p a n e s e  9 th  Infan t ry  walk by, j u s t  yards  from the i r  

position. The  9 t h  Infan t ry ' s  march th rough t h e  jungle, c l inging to t h e  s ide  of 

Mount Natib, w a s  horrible. Count less  ravines  and valleys, c u t  by heavy wa te r  

flows, r a n  across  i t s  l ine  of march and  s lowed t h e  column to a crawl. Some 
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gull ies  were  absolutely impossible to climb and  u t te r ly  d e f e a t e d  t h e  t i red  

infan t rymen until they  s t rung  climbing ropes or  cut zig-zag t ra i l s  by hand, 

Tra i l s  a long the  mountain wandered  aimlessly or came to ab rup t  halts. Even 

pack horses  could not keep  up with t h e  men ,  and  t h e  animals had to  b e  hauled 

up and  down c l i f f s  with ropes. T h e  e f f o r t  expended  in moving t h e  regiment 's  

heavy weapons was  enormous. When e l emen t s  broke con tac t ,  t hey  found i t  

vir tual ly  impossible to find one ano the r  again. When t h e  J a p a n e s e  ran out of 

food on 23 January ,  t h e y  found and killed a f ew ca rabao ,  dug and  ate grass  

roots ,  and  resor ted  to eve ry  field exped ien t  possible to ga the r  food. Resupply 

f rom the i r  own l ines  as f a r  south  as they  were  was impossible, and  a i r  drops 

were  unreliable. T h e  9 t h  In fan t ry  needed  to link with o the r  J a p a n e s e  units, and  

t h e  only way to d o  t h a t  was to d r ive  ou t  t h e  defenders .  35 

During 20 and  21 January ,  t h e  J a p a n e s e  fac ing  I1 Corps  comple ted  

prepara t ions  fo r  wha t  they  hoped would be t h e  f inal  a t t a c k  of t h e  Abucay fight. 

Colonel  Takeo  Imai was gradual ly  sh i f t ing  t h e  bulk of his 141s t  Infan t ry  

wes tward ,  around t h e  open l e f t  flank of t h e  Scou t  3rd Bat ta l ion.  Despite 

ex tens ive  use of Scou t  mor ta rs  to b reak  up enemy movements, t h e  high 

proport ion of duds in t h e  3-inch rounds rendered  t h e  mor ta rs  re la t ive ly  

impotent .  A t  noon on 22 January ,  t h e  J a p a n e s e  launched ano the r  e f for t .  They 

massed l a rge  a i r  and a r t i l l e ry  forces ,  and  t h e  bombardment  fe l l  most heavily on 

t h e  American 1st Bat ta l ion.  All avai lab le  J a p a n e s e  .bombers and  f igh ters  swep t  

in to help the i r  infantry.  J apanese  pi lots  amused themselves  by diving low 

ac ross  t h e  ba t t le f ie ld ,  grinning and waving at t h e  f r u s t r a t e d  Americans. Knee  

mor ta rs  added  to t h e  pounding. So many rounds impacted  t h a t  dus t  and smoke 

hid t h e  advancing Japanese .  Brush f i r e s  burs t  out in dry  cane f ie lds  and  raised 

cu r t a ins  of smoke. With visibility disappearing, t h e  Amer icans  became  

disorganized. On t h e  heels  of t h e  J a p a n e s e  a i r  and a r t i l l e ry  c a m e  t h e  infantry. 
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Grudgingly, o u t  of touch  with f r iends  on both f lanks,  t h e  31s t  Infan t ry  

recoi led.  36 

Seeing this  movement ,  t h e  Scou t  ba t ta l ion  on t h e  f a r  l e f t  spen t  a 

nervous hour be fo re  i t  r ece ived  orders  to wi thdraw south  of t h e  Hacienda to act 

as a re se rve  for  t h e  Americans.  Under orders ,  t h e  Scouts  broke contact, 

Beginning at 1400 hours, t h e  3rd Bat ta l ion  wi thdrew under  t h e  cover of four  

machine  guns, a squad of riflemen, and  t h e  ba t ta l ion  execu t ive  of f icer .  T h e  3rd 

Bat ta l ion ,  31s t  Infantry,  now exposed on both flanks, a l so  withdrew.  Despi te  

forc ing  t h e  Americans backwards,  t h e  J a p a n e s e  did not feel they  were  making 

any  progress. Thei r  s l ight  advances  were  accomplished only after e x t r e m e  

e f f o r t s  aga ins t  a cohes ive  defense.  By late af te rnoon of 22 January ,  t h e  

Phi l ippine Division w a s  back to i t s  19 Janua ry  positions a f t e r  losing heavily in 

men and equipment .  Some companies  had lost  s ix ty  p e r c e n t  of the i r  

s t rength .  37 

Conf l ic t ing  conclusions were  drawn by Genera l  Pa rke r  at  II  Corps  and  

Genera l  Nara at t h e  65th  Brigade at t h e  close of 22 January .  Gene ra l  P a r k e r  

surveyed  his  corps  and rea l ized ,  "It was  now evident  t h a t  t h e  MLR in t h e  51s t  

Division s e c t o r  could not b e  r e s to red  by t h e  Phi l ippine Division. !I3* T h e  

c o u n t e r a t t a c k  t h a t  might have  saved t h e  Abucay line had fai led.  The  s i tua t ion  

was  now so bad t h e  J a p a n e s e  might dr ive  all of I1 Corps  aga ins t  Manila Bay and 

end t h e  Ba taan  defense.  The biggest  t h r e a t  was  t h e  emergence  of t h e  J a p a n e s e  

9th Infan t ry  a f t e r  i t s  t r e k  along t h e  " impenetrable"  s lopes of Mount Natib. 

Only i t s  cont inuing d i f f i cu l ty  with t h e  t e r r a in  kept  i t  f rom sweeping  through I1 

Corps t  rear .  

Despite t he i r  re la t ive ly  advantageous  position, t h e  J a p a n e s e  were  s t i l l  

d ispleased wi th  t h e  progress  of t h e  65 th  Brigade. Indicat ions were  t h a t  a l l  

t he i r  e f f o r t s  had been  in vain, and  they  s a w  no  end to  t h e  punishing fighting. 
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The volume of Filipino artillery fire was increasing again, the Japanese worried 

about another counterattack, and restrictions placed on Japanese artillery 

prevented them from doing all they could. Numerous targets were sighted, but 

orders forbade the Japanese from engaging them so as to save ammunition. If 

this bloody fighting continued, the Japanese felt sure they  would run out of 

soldiers. Every time it seemed they might break through, t h e y  were hit by a 

vicious counterattack. As serious as the loss of personnel was the decline in 

spirit. Both sides were ready to qui t .  

Because the Japanese were continuing their regimental-sized turning 

movement around I1 Corps' left flank, and because I Corps off to the west had 

been driven from the main line of resistance, further action at  the 51st 

Division's original line was fast losing relevance. Even if the line could be 

39 

restored, the Japanese were about to flank i t  from the west. MacArthur's Chief 

of Staff came to Bataan on 22 January to see if a general withdrawal to the 

reserve battle position was necessary. 

Corps Withdrawal, 23-26 January 

MacArthur's Chief of Staff did not have to l ook  very long to come to a 

decision. The Japanese had overrun the left of I1 Corps, and counterattacks had 

failed to restore the line. So a decision to withdraw was "timely and necessary 

if more than regrettable.tf40 Retreating to the reserve battle position along the 

Pilar-Bagac Road was not an admission of defeat. The defense of Bataan had 

always been envisioned as a defense in depth with both a main and reserve 

battle position. The northern Abucay line had never meant to be the location of 

a last-ditch stand. The line was to be held as long as possible for two reasons: 

to keep the Pilar-Bagac Road, valuable for its lateral communications, i n  
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f r i e n d l y  h a n d s ,  a n d  t o  e n a b l e  t h e  r e s e r v e  b a t t l e  p o s i t i o n  t o  

be prepared.  41  

Detai led wi thdrawal  o rde r s  a l ready  ex is ted  in d r a f t ,  so finalizing them 

took only a ma t t e r  of hours. MacArthur ' s  headquar te rs  issued Field O r d e r  

Number 9 t h e  night of 22 Janua ry  to both  corps  headquar te rs .  I1 Corps  held a 

meet ing t h e  morning of 23  J a n u a r y  to a l e r t  commanders  to t h e  upcoming move. 

Genera l  P a r k e r ' s  staff published I1 Corps  Field Order  Number 2 and  d is t r ibu ted  

i t  t h e  nex t  day  to confirm instruct ions issued on the  23rd. Initial wi thdrawal  of 

some ar t i l l e ry  and suppor t  t roops  t h e  night  of 2 3  J a n u a r y  proceeded  wi thout  

a l e r t i ng  t h e  Japanese ,  a rea l  surpr ise  consider ing J a p a n e s e  command of t h e  air. 

But  t h e  J a p a n e s e  were  not flying at night, and  their  a r t i l l e ry  prac t ica l ly  never  

f i red  a t  night, so t h e  blacked-out convoys rolled south unmolested. 42 

Pre-war  plans had a l ready  se l ec t ed  a r e se rve  b a t t l e  position, bu t  no 

cons t ruc t ion  e f f o r t  had gone  into t h e  l ine before  t h e  war. And during t h e  

f ight ing along t h e  Abucay ine, a lmost  nothing had been done  to p repa re  t h e  

new line for  occupat ion.  A t  t h e  beginning of January ,  t h e  r e se rve  b a t t l e  positon 

was  scarce ly  more than  a line ske tched  on a map. By 22  January ,  when 

MacArthur  decided to occupy i t ,  i t  was  not much b e t t e r ,  even  though t w o  

companies  from t h e  301s t  Engineer  Comba t  Regiment  (PA) and  600 o the r  

soldiers  rushed to work on t h e  line. The  14th Engineer  Bat ta l ion  had been t h e  

only uni t  working full t ime on emplacements  since l a t e  December. 4 3  

The  Japanese  had turned  t h e  left of I1 Corps '  l ine  in t h e  a r e a  defended  

by t h e  American 31s t  In fan t ry  and t h e  Scou t  45th Infantry.  Movement of I1 

Corps '  e l emen t s  he re  would begin at  1900 hours; order  of withdrawal  was  from 

r ight  to l e f t ,  41st ,  42nd, and  43rd Infan t ry  followed by t h e  22nd, 45th, and  t h e  

American 31 st. Reconnaissance  pa r t i e s  were  dispatched,  a n d  heavy baggage,  

ammunition, and  ra t ions  w e r e  co l l ec t ed  a t  dumps for  movement  by t ruck.  Each  
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u n i t  w a s  t a s k e d  to p r o v i d e  i t s  own c o v e r i n g  shel l ,  normal ly  a t h i r d  of t h e  

i n f a n t r y  b o l s t e r e d  by m a c h i n e  guns. Some l i g h t  a r t i l l e r y  p i e c e s  would s t a y  in 

p l a c e  unt i l  t h e  l a s t  moment ,  a n d  t h e y  would w i t h d r a w  j u s t  a h e a d  of t h e  i n f a n t r y  

of t h e  c o v e r i n g  shel l .  E a c h  divis ion 's  a r t i l l e r y  r e g i m e n t  would l e a v e  o n e  75mm 

b a t t e r y  f o r  e a c h  i n f a n t r y  r e g i m e n t  of t h e  c o v e r i n g  shell .  Addi t iona l ly ,  b o t h  

b a t t a l i o n s  of l igh t  t a n k s  s u p p o r t e d  by se l f -propel led  75mm a r t i l l e r y  s c a t t e r e d  

t h e m s e l v e s  a l l  a c r o s s  I1 C o r p s '  l i n e  as a b a c k s t o p  to t h e  w i t h d r a w i n g  t roops.  

B e c a u s e  of t h e i r  mobil i ty ,  t h e y  could  r e m a i n  l o n g e r  and w i t h d r a w  q u i c k e r  t h a n  

could  t h e  i n f a n t r y .  44 

T h e  c o v e r i n g  she l l ' s  mission w a s  to s c r e e n  t h e  v u l n e r a b l e  main body as 

it m a r c h e d  south .  T h e  s h e l l  would hold unt i l  0 3 0 0  h o u r s  o n  25 J a n u a r y  a n d  t h e n  

pull  south .  Some r e g i m e n t s  l e f t  a b a t t a l i o n  as t h e i r  s c r e e n i n g  f o r c e ,  whi le  o t h e r  

r e g i m e n t s  used a c o m p a n y  to s c r e e n  e a c h  b a t t a l i o n .  J a p a n e s e  a r t i l l e r y  h i t  t h e  

main l i n e  at  1800 hours ,  a n d  i n f a n t r y  l a u n c h e d  p r o b e s  a half  hour  l a t e r .  O n  t h e  

left of t h e  31st I n f a n t r y  w e r e  t h e  t r o o p s  of t h e  1 s t  B a t t a l i o n ' s  c o v e r i n g  shel l .  A 

a n d  B c o m p a n i e s  m a r c h e d  a w a y  j u s t  b e f o r e  d a r k ;  just a f t e r  d a r k ,  D C o m p a n y  

g a t h e r e d  i t s  m e n  a n d  h e a v y  w e a p o n s  a n d  f o l l o w e d  t h e  r o u t e  t a k e n  by t h e  t w o  

r i f l e  companies .  C C o m p a n y  pos i t ioned  i t s e l f  as t h e  b a t t a l i o n ' s  s c r e e n .  C 

C o m p a n y  repulsed  a J a p a n e s e  a t t a c k  a n d  t h e n  w i t h d r e w  t h r o u g h  a n o t h e r  

b a t t a l i o n ' s  s c r e e n i n g  f o r c e .  T h i s  s c r e e n ,  in t u r n ,  w i t h d r e w  u n d e r  p r e s s u r e  

t h r o u g h  a l i n e  of . f ive l i g h t  tanks.  T h e  f i v e  t a n k s  s h o t  u p  t h e  J a p a n e s e  a n d  t h e n  

w i t h d r e w .  45 

A c r o s s  t h e  e n t i r e  I1 C o r p s  f r o n t ,  t h e  n ight  b e g a n  badly a n d  d e g e n e r a t e d  

to c h a o t i c .  P lanning  f o r  t h e  w i t h d r a w a l  h a d  been i n c o m p l e t e ,  a n d  e x e c u t i o n  of 

t h e  p lanning  w h i c h  had been a c c o m p l i s h e d  was poor.  R o a d  ne ts ,  in  p a r t i c u l a r ,  

made t h e  w i t h d r a w a l  d i f f i c u l t .  A s  e a r l y  as 1600 hours ,  t h e  main nor th-south  

r o a d  w a s  jammed w i t h  b u s e s  going s o u t h  or t r y i n g  to t u r n  a round.  B u t  t h e  
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g r e a t e s t  confusion developed along t h e  left and c e n t e r  of t h e  corps '  line. As 

t h e  f r o n t  l ine infantry--except  for  t h e  small covering shell--withdrew, t h e y  

jammed onto the  one road leading to safety, and  at  t h e  in te rsec t ion  of t h e  Back 

46 Road and  t h e  Abucay Hacienda Road  w a s  " the  worst  t r a f f i c  jam imaginable." 

The  mass of six reg iments  of infan t ry  c o n c e n t r a t e d  he re ,  a n d  mil i tary pol ice  

were  not present  to con t ro l  t ra f f ic .  Units  did not come  out in tac t .  They  c a m e  

o u t  as hordes of men wi th  the i r  commanders  and  ins t ruc tors  t ry ing  to organize  

them for  fu r the r  movement  south. The  soldiers  were  badly packed  on roads and 

t ra i ls ,  and  if  t h e  J a p a n e s e  had f i red  a r t i l l e ry  ser iously t h a t  night, t h e  

wi thdrawal  would h a v e  turned  to rout. 47 

When t h e  41st  Infantry--five battalions s t rong  at t h e  moment--marched 

up  to t h e  junct ion of t h e  Back  Road  and  t h e  Hacienda Road ,  t hey  found it 

jammed even  though they  should have  been  t h e  f i r s t  un i t  to a r r i v e  there .  As t h e  

senior  ins t ruc tor  recal led,  "<We> couldn ' t  find anyone  to  g ive  us  orders  so we 

moved t h e  41s t  Inf<ant ry> column r ight  th rough t h e  s ta l led  columns and thereby  

s t a r t e d  some of t h e  others .  The  22nd Infant ry  joined t h e  mess at  2200 

hours--a full hour ahead  of schedule--and blocked motor movement to t h e  east. 

Next, t h e  American 31s t  Infan t ry  a r r ived  ear l ie r  than  planned while  t rying to  

r e a c h  t h e  Eas t  Road and  ran  in to  t h e  22nd Infantry.  Both reg iments  claimed t h e  

s ing le  road. Then t h e  45th  Infan t ry  a r r ived  and  demanded pr ior i ty  on t h e  Back  

Road because  they  had t h e  longest d i s t ance  to t rave l .  Without anyone  to  

r egu la t e  t he  t ra f f ic ,  soldiers  poured uncontrol lably in to  t h e  in te rsec t ion ,  but 

f e w  d e p a r t e d  despi te  t h e  pressure  added  by e a c h  new unit. 

* 

49 

As t h e  s i tua t ion  became  increasingly d i f f icu l t ,  more and more 

commanders  l e f t  t he i r  uni ts  and waded in to  t h e  press  to d i r e c t  t ra f f ic .  Colonel  

* < > a r e  used in p lace  of bracke ts .  
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Thomas  W. Doyle of t h e  45th  Infan t ry  found vehicles  bumper to bumper and "not  

a wheel  turning," so h e  t r i ed  to send them east along t h e  Hacienda Road while  

d i rec t ing  foot t r a f f i c  south  along t h e  Back  Road.50 Colonel  Malcolm V. Fo r t i e r  

of t h e  41s t  Division s t epped  in to  t h e  c ross roads  t o  take c h a r g e  and sent two 

o f f i ce r s  down t h e  Back  Road.  These  t w o  men found t h e  c a u s e  of t h e  blockage;  

at a s t r e a m  just a half mile south,  Filipinos w e r e  t rying to keep  the i r  feet dry  

by walking on rocks. The  w a t e r  was  only ank le  deep,  y e t  because  of an  a b s e n c e  

of supervis ion here ,  d i sa s t e r  t h rea t ened .  The t w o  o f f i ce r s  ran t h e  m e n  ac ross  

t h e  s t r eam at a double  time, and  t h e  jammed column sluggishly s t a r t e d  

moving. 51 

Earl ier  t h a t  evening,  a t  1900 hours, t h e  corps cover ing  f o r c e  e x t r i c a t e d  

i tself  f rom t h e  main line, marched  south,  a n d  es tab l i shed  a line from Balanga 

wes t  to Gui to l  through which both  I1 Corps '  main body and its covering shel l  

would withdraw.  The  covering f o r c e  cons is ted  of the  remnants  of t h e  routed  

51s t  Division, one-third of t h e  American 31s t  Infan t ry ,  a third of t h e  Scou t  57 th  

Infan t ry ,  a l l  t h e  33rd Infan t ry ,  and  a ba t t a l ion  of t h e  Phi l ippine Army 31s t  

Infantry.  Tanks  and self-propelled 75mm's would suppor t  t h e  cover ing  fo rce ,  T h e  

t r a c k e d  vehicles  l e f t  t he i r  r e se rve  positions during dayl ight  on  t h e  24th  and 

occupied  the i r  covering f o r c e  positions. T h e  covering fo rce ,  suppor ted  by four  

155mm guns, would stay in position through 25 January .  A f t e r  t h e  main body 

and  t h e  covering shell passed through,  t h e  cover ing  f o r c e  would wi thd raw t h e  

night  of 25 January .  52 

The covering f o r c e  took up its positions and held t h e  l ine al l  day  on t h e  

25th. The  Japanese ,  however ,  were so s low to  pursue t h a t  t h e  only ac t ion  seen  

by t h e  covering fo rce  concerned  ar t i l l e ry .  Observers  f rom Major Joseph  

Ganahl 's  self-propelled a r t i l l e ry  spo t t ed  t h e  J a p a n e s e  coming down t h e  E a s t  

Road. Ganahl ' s  75mm cannon were  backed  under nipa shacks  wi th  a n  observat ion 
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pos t  in a church  tower.  The  f i r s t  sa lvo  s t ruck  in t h e  middle of t h e  Japanese ,  

and t h e  75mm guns cont inued  f i r ing until t h e  Japanese  had completely dispersed. 

T h e  Japanese  fa i led  to r e a c h  t h e  cover ing  f o r c e  which wi thdrew wi thout  t rouble  

t h a t  night. As a r e a r  guard,  t h e  cover ing  f o r c e  l e f t  t h e  194th Tank Bat ta l ion  to 

de lay  t h e  n e x t  day ' s  pursuit. 53  

I t  was well pas t  dayl ight  on 26 J a n u a r y  when t h e  tankers ,  de layed  from 

withdrawing until t h e  l a s t  Filipinos and Scou t s  c l ea red  t h e  road, l e f t  the i r  de lay  

positions. Af te r  a shor t  dr ive,  t h e  M-3 t anks  s e t t l e d  in to  temporary  positions, 

now only a ki lometer  nor th  of t h e  new main line. Support ing t h e  light tanks  

were  four  self-propelled 75mm's. The  t anke r s  had o rde r s  to de lay  t h e  Japanese ,  

so when t h e  J a p a n e s e  s t epped  in to  s ight ,  t h e  tanks  took them under fire. T h e  

self-propel led guns were  in exce l l en t  positions, and they  f i red  eve rywhere  t h e  

J a p a n e s e  jumped fo r  cover. T h e  ba t ta l ion ' s  half- t racks w e r e  in te rspersed  among 

t h e  tanks,  and  the i r  .30-caliber and .50-caliber machine guns added to t h e  

carnage .  The  f ight  s t a r t e d  a t  1030 hours, bu t  i t  was not unt i l  noon t h a t  t h e  

Japanese  finally unl imbered some ar t i l l e ry  and f i red  a t  t h e  tanks. Once  t h e  f i r e  

became dangerous, t h e  t anke r s  broke c o n t a c t  and r e t i r ed  i n t o  t h e  new m a i n  

line. 54 

From t h e  new Orion-Bagac line, t h e  F i lamer ican  army successful ly  

repulsed s t rong  J a p a n e s e  a t t a c k s  in l a t e  J anua ry  and ea r ly  February.  

Noteworthy was t h e  fact t h a t  t h r e e  J a p a n e s e  regiments  a t t a c k e d  f e w e r  Filipinos 

and w e r e  bloodily repulsed. No American or Scout  un i t s  took p a r t  in t h e  f ight ,  

par t ly  because  most of t h e  Scout  ba t t a l ions  had been  drawn off to repulse  

J a p a n e s e  amphibious landings along t h e  wes t  coast. The landings began on 23 

Janua ry ,  b u t  J a p a n e s e  planning for  t h e  e f f o r t  had s t a r t e d  e v e n  ear l ier .  
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Regimental and Battalion Offense, 

Longoskawayan, Quinauan, and Anyasan-Silaiim Points, 

23 January to  13 February 

Longoskawayan Point, 27-31 January 

As the fighting continued along the Abucay line through 

mid-January, t h e  Japanese decided to make an amphibious landing along 

the left flank of the Filamerican lines, along Bataan's west coast. 

General Homma pointed out that similar amphibious operations had 

succeeded against the British in  tMalaya, where  General Tomoyuki 

Yamashita had continually cut behind defending lines, forcing them to 

withdraw, thereby avoiding costly frontal attacks. Homma wen t  so far as 

to order landing craft  moved from Lingayen Gulf to Olongapo, and 

planners set Caibobo Point on Bataan's west coast as the operation's 

beachhead and  the West Road as  the objective, 55 

General Mitsuo Kimura, commander of t h e  16th Division, selected 

Lieutenant Colonel Nariyoshi Tsunehiro's 2nd Battalion, 20th Infantry, to make 

the amphibious end run. Tsunehiro's amphibious operation was not to be an 

independent affair. A t  the t ime  Homma made his decision to flank I Corps by 

sea, Japanese infantry had penetrated Wainwright's main line, so the amphibious 

operation would support Kimura's overland thrust after he defeated I Corps and 

turned against I1 Corps. If the Japanese succeeded, and if t h e y  could reinforce 

their landing, t h e y  could destroy all of Wainwright's I Corps by cutting of€ its 

line of retreat. 

Embarking from Mayagao Point near Moron the night of 22 January, t h e  

900-man 2nd Battalion, 20th Infantry (reinforced), immediately sailed into 
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t rouble .  Encounter ing  s t rong  t ides ,  ,p i tch-black skies, and  rough seas, t h e  

soldiers  jammed a b o a r d  t h e  landing c r a f t  were  fu r the r  plagued by a PT boat. 

Because  of t h e  t ide,  heavy  seas, and  disrupt ing inf luence of t h e  PT boa t ,  t h e  

Japanese ,  relying on inadequate  maps and now badly s e p a r a t e d  from o n e  

ano the r ,  c a m e  ashore  at  two  d i f f e ren t  points, ne i the r  of which had been  

des igna ted  in t h e  plan. Disorganized and  lost, t h e  only advan tage  t h e  J a p a n e s e  

held was t h a t  of comple t e  surprise. O n e  group of 300 men landed a t  

Longoskawayan Point ,  ten miles south  of t h e  intended landing point, on a r idge 

running off t h e  hill mass of Mariveles  Mountain. 56 

Local  de fense  fo rces  composed of a grounded Air Corps  pursui t  

squadron and a naval  ba t t a l ion  conta ined  t h e  Japanese ,  b u t  they  could not e v i c t  

t h e  invaders. Af t e r  four  days, Phi l ippine Scou t s  were  a le r ted .  T h e  Navy and Air  

Corps  had done  the i r  job; t hey  had held t h e  enemy when t h e r e  were  no regulars  

ava i lab le ,  and  now t h e  ve t e rans  of Mabatang  were  at hand. A t  dusk on 27 

Janua ry ,  475  Scou t s  from t h e  2nd Bat ta l ion ,  57 th  Infan t ry  a r r ived  a t  

Longoskawayan. Colonel  Hal C. Granbe r ry  s p e n t  t h e  a f t e rnoon  reconnoi te r ing  

t h e  enemy's  most advanced  positions and picked a big g a p  in t h e  Naval 

Bat ta l ion ' s  l ine to b e  t h e  Scou t  l ine of depa r tu re .  Granbe r ry  planned to a t t a c k  

southeas t ,  para l le l  to t h e  Pucot River  to c l ean  ou t  t h e  most eas t e r ly  Japanese ,  

t hen  swing 90 d e g r e e s  to his r ight  and se i ze  t h e  high ground f ron t ing  

Longoskawayan Poin t .  57 

Colonel  Granbe r r  y put  his two  most exper ienced  company cornrnanders 

on line, E Company on t h e  l e f t  and F Company on t h e  right. Working in t h e  

dark,  t h e  company commanders  e a c h  deployed  a single  platoon on l ine  with t h e  

remaining platoons following closely behind t h e  deployed formations.  Fight ing 

was  ser ious,  b u t  t h e  disciplined Scou t s  d rove  t h e  J a p a n e s e  through tangled 

second growth  and t h e  more open virgin jungle, made the i r  90-degree r ight  turn,  
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and took t h e  high ground which overlooked Longoskawayan. Here, G Company 

re l ieved  F, leaving G and  E in place. Both companies  then  put  a second platoon 

on line, giving t h e  ba t t a l ion  a four-platoon f ront .  Then  t h e  men s e t t l e d  down to 

wa i t  for daylight. 58 

Prepa ra t ion  for  t h e  upcoming day ' s  work was thorough. Scou t  mor ta rs  

reg is te red ,  and machine  guns dug in to cover  t h e  advance ,  Covered  by small 

a rms  f i r e  and a r t i l l e ry  suppor t ,  t h e  Scou t s  a t t a c k e d  a t  0600 hours  on 28 Janua ry  

and made  s t eady  progress  until the i r  support ing weapons were  masked by a small 

hill. Af t e r  a platoon of machine  guns sh i f t ed  to cover  t h e  immediate  a r e a  and a 

p la toon  of D Ba t t e ry ,  88 th  Art i l lery moved until i t  could once  aga in  cover  t h e  

advance ,  t h e  Scou t  infantrymen resumed the i r  attack and fo rced  t h e  J a p a n e s e  

to t h e  lower th i rd  of t h e  small peninsula. In hopes of keeping fr iendly losses to 

a minimum--the Scou t s  were  IiteraIly i r replaceable-- the ba t ta l ion  planned 

ex tens ive  a r t i l l e ry  f i res  for  t h e  nex t  day ' s  a t t a c k .  5 9  

The morning of 29 January ,  t h e  Scou t s  pulled o u t  of the  way of t h e  

scheduled  a r t i l l e ry  preparat ion.  Despi te  t h e  12-inch shel ls  from .Correg idor  

fa l l ing on t h e  top  of Longoskawayan, n o t  all t h e  J a p a n e s e  were impressed by 

t h e  shelling. Some fol lowed t h e  morning withdrawal  of t h e  Scouts  and 

reoccupied  t h e  positions los t  t h e  day before ,  A f t e r  s topping t h e  Japanese ,  t h e  

Scouts  spen t  four  hours  ev ic t ing  them from t h e  same ground won t h e  day  

before .  When Colonel  Cranbe r ry  commit ted  his  reserve  F Company, it took only 

t h r e e  more hours to finish t h e  job. By 1900 hours, t h e  Scouts s tood  t r iumphant  

on Longoskawayan. 60 
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Quinauan Point, 27 January to  8 February 

The second and larger part of Lieutenant Colonel Tsunehiro's battalion 

came ashore a t  Quinauan Point. Barges carrying a portion of Tsunehiro's 

invasion force.  tried to land a t  the proper location, Caibobo Point, but several 

craf t  which stood in  close to t h e  shore sailed into Air  Corps .50-caliber 

machine guns. Abandoning a f ew sinking craft ,  survivors swam to barges 

standing farther off shore. After rescuing the bedraggled swimmers, the little 

Japanese flotilla sailed south. By  now, the navigators were badly confused and 

t h e  boats scattered. Edging east, they found another piece of terrain more 

hospitable t h a n  Caibob.0. Still having no idea where they were, the 

Japanese--big, well-equipped men--splashed over the rocky, ankle-turning beach 

without opposition. 61 

Reports from different American Air  Corps listening posts soon 

indicated t h e  Japanese were landing, but the posts could not determine specific 

landing sites or enemy strengths. The beach defenders reported the enemy's 

general location to General Selleck a t  0230 hours on 23 January, six hours 

sooner t h a n  he learned about the Japanese who landed further south at 

Longoskawayan. General Selleck knew the 34th Pursuit was not strong enough 

to stop t h e m ,  so he alerted his reserve. B u t  u n t i l  his Constabulary battalion 

arrived, the 34 th  Pursuit had to fight alone. 6 2  

W h e n  the grounded 34th Pursuit advanced to meet the e n e m y ,  h e a v y  

Japanese fire stopped the airmen cold, and the Americans discontinued active 

efforts to dislodge the Japanese. Although f u r t h e r  offensive movement was 

impossible, t h e  34th Pursuit's fumbling efforts were enough. The Japanese, 

concerned over the  noisy reaction to their landing and missing a f u l l  third of 

their force--lost somewhere at sea that confusing night--looked for a place to 
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dig in. Without his missing 300 men,  now fighting at Longoskawayan, Colonel 

Tsunehiro felt too weak to press on toward the West Road. Unfortunately for 

the Japanese, Tsunehiro's decision was a serious mistake. The 600 infantrymen 

then ashore could have scattered the airmen by simply advancing. By hesitating, 

the Japanese lost their best chance to cut the road. 63 

As was the ease at Longoskawayan, efforts to destroy the Japanese 

with A i r  Corps and Constabulary failed. Once again, the call went out for 

regular infantry. When the first reports of the Japanese landing reached the 3rd 

Battalion, 45th Infantry, they were told only twenty-five to fifty Japanese 

needed to be evicted. At Quinauan Point, a Scout representative met with the 

units facing the Japanese and received a briefing as to terrain, enemy positions, 

and Filipino deployments. The Scouts decided to begin the relief, Scouts 

replacing Constabulary, a t  2000 hours. The Scouts arrived and began the 

involved process of moving into positions held by another unit. The relief took 

four hours and concluded a t  midnight. All  three Scout rifle companies went on 

line, K ,  I, and L from left to right, covering a front of 900 yards with a 

machine gun platoon attached to each company placed where resistance was 

expected to be the strongest. The gunners were tasked to shoot apart trees 

which might contain Japanese--a mission of no little difficulty--for the area was 

heavily forested with trees climbing sixty to eighty feet high. 64 

Beginning a t  0830 hours on 28 January, the Scouts attacked through 

the thick jungle, but were  held to surprisingly small gains. The bamboo was so 

thick that even heavy .30--caliber rounds glanced off t h e  tough wood. The 

most effective weapons wocld kLave been 60mm and 81mm mortars, but no 6 0 m m  

ammunition existed in the Philippines, and a severe shortage of 81mm 

ammunition reduced the effectiveness of that weapon. In place of the 81mm 

round, mortarmen used inaccurate 3-inch (75mm) projectiles. Despite the 
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expe r t i s e  t h e  Scou t s  held in in fan t ry  f ight ing,  t h e  day ' s  progress  was less than  

100 yards,  while  at some points  they  ga ined  only ten. T h a t  evening, B 

Company, 57 th  In fan t ry  was a t t a c h e d  to t h e  3rd  Bat ta l ion,  45 th  Infantry. Even  

with t h e  e x t r a  r i f leman and t h e  a r r iva l  of D Ba t t e ry ,  88 th  Art i l lery,  t h e  a t t a c k  

t h e  nex t  day  f a i l ed  to make any progress, f o r  t h e  J a p a n e s e  fought  furiously, 

especial ly  in t h e  center. 65 

On 30 January ,  t h e  Scouts  f i red  a n  hour-long mor ta r  b a r r a g e  in hopes 

of sof ten ing  t h e  Japanese .  T h e  vege ta t ion  was  too dense  to observe  t h e  fall of 

t h e  shells, so men on the  f r o n t  lines l i s tened  to t h e  burs t s  and  f ed  information 

to mor tar  c r ews  over  t e l ephone  lines. When t h e  mor ta rs  s topped  f i r ing,  t h e  

Scou t  r i f lemen bui l t  up a t remendous volume of f i r e  with M-1 rifles, machine  

guns, and even pistols. Scou t  in fan t ry  pressed themselves  as close to t h e  

p ro tec t ing  ground as possible as they  inched  forward .  A t  t h e  r a t e  of one round 

a minute, f r iendly howi tzer  shel ls  thumped in to  t h e  Japanese .  A f t e r  an  e f f o r t  

las t ing for ty-f ive minutes--fighting in t igh t  jungle  and a dea fen ing  world of 

noise--L Company Scouts ga ined  only t w e n t y  yards  at t h e  cost of e leven  men 

killed and  wounded. The  J a p a n e s e  were  well en t r enched ,  a n d  even  t h e  most 

sharp-eyed Scouts  could not spot  t he i r  positions until t hey  were  within a f e w  

feet of them. The  Scou t s  gained so l i t t l e  ground t h a t  t h e  ba t ta l ion  o rde red  

eve ryone  to re tu rn  to t h e  foxholes  dug t h e  previous day; i t  was eas ie r  for  t h e  

m e n  to spend t h e  night  t h e r e  than  expend t h e  energy  in building a new line. 66 

The  next  day ,  31 January ,  e v e n t s  paral le led '  those  of t h e  previous 

day- - te r r i f ic  firing, a n  a t t e m p t  to advance ,  and  fou r t een  Scou t s  from L 

Company c a r r i e d  to t h e  r ea r ,  At  t h e  c lose  of t h e  e f f o r t , ' t R e  f rus t r a t ed  Scou t s  

reoccupied  the i r  old foxhole  line. Even t h e  addi t ion of t h e  192nd Tank 

Bat ta l ion  to t h e  Scou t  a t t a c k  had l i t t l e  impact  on t h e  enemy's  powers  of 

res i s tance .  Fal len t r e e s  impeded t h e  tanks,  and  thick vege ta t ion  reduced the i r  
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f i e l d s  of f i r e .  B e s i d e s  t h a t ,  t h e  t a n k s  o p e r a t e d  h e s i t a n t l y .  O f  t h e  t w e n t y - t h r e e  

t a n k s  in I Corps ,  on ly  t h r e e  w e r e  c o m m i t t e d ,  a n d  t h e y  s p e n t  m o s t  of t h e i r  f i r s t  

d a y  making s h o r t  r u s h e s  i n t o  t h e  t a n g l e d  j u n g l e  to c l e a r  p a t h s  f o r  t h e  infan t ry .  

T h e  same t h r e e  M-3 t a n k s  w e r e  used  cont inuous ly ,  a n d  t h e  t a n k e r s  n e a r e d  

e x h a u s t i o n  in  t h e i r  oven-l ike vehicles .  E v e n  w h e n  t h e  t a n k  p l a t o o n  in  c o n t a c t  

w a s  g iven  t h e  normal  f i v e  tanks ,  u s e  of t a n k s  in s u c h  small  numbers  p r o v e d  

fu t i le .  67 

In t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  l ine,  t h e  net r e s u l t  of L C o m p a n y ' s  a t t a c k ,  j u s t  

o n e  of f o u r  r i f l e  c o m p a n i e s  t a k i n g  p a r t  in t h e  2 F e b r u a r y  e f f o r t ,  w a s  

seventeen ki l led and wounded,  l e a v i n g  b u t  two o f f i c e r s  a n d  t w e n t y - s e v e n  m e n  

a l ive .  T h e  n e x t  d a y ,  t w o  more S c o u t s  d i e d  a n d  t w o  d i s a p p e a r e d  s o m e w h e r e  

a l o n g  t h e  f r o n t  l ine.  T h e n  o n  4 F e b r u a r y ,  f i v e  m o r e  men w e r e  lost .  Losses  in 

t h e  r i f l e  c o m p a n i e s  c o n t i n u e d  to r i se  wi th  some, l i k e  L C o m p a n y ,  s u f f e r i n g  

h o r r e n d o u s  c a s u a l t i e s  un t i l  e v e r y o n e  w a s  worn  down b o t h  physical ly  a n d  

m e n t a l l y  68 

Final ly ,  o n  4 F e b r u a r y ,  a c o o r d i n a t e d  a t t a c k  using t a n k s  a n d  c l o s e  

r a d i o  c o n t r o l  f o r c e d  t h e  fa1 t e r i n g  J a p a n e s e  i n t o  a shr inking  p e r i m e t e r  on ly  

f i f t y  y a r d s  f r o m  t h e  c l i f f s  at  t h e  v e r y  e d g e  of Q u i n a u a n  Poin t .  T h e  t a n k s  w e r e  

t h e  d e c i d i n g  f a c t o r  now. T h e  o n c e  th ick ,  c o n c e a l i n g  v e g e t a t i o n  had  been s h o t  

a w a y ,  a l l o w i n g  t h e  t a n k s  to see a n d  m a n e u v e r .  G u i d e d  by r a d i o ,  t h e y  moved 

f o r w a r d ,  f i r i n g  a t  targets s p o t t e d  by n e a r b y  i n f a n t r y m e n .  T h e y  s h o t  apart 

J a p a n e s e  pos i t ions  o r  c r u s h e d  t h e m  wi th  t h e i r  13-ton weight .  Surv iv ing  

J a p a n e s e  r e t r e a t e d  unt i l  t h e y  o c c u p i e d  a p e r i m e t e r  s l igh t ly  l a r g e r  t h a n  a 

f o o t b a l l  f ie ld .  T h e n  t h e  remain ing  J a p a n e s e  jumped up, r i p p e d  off t h e i r  

uniforms,  l e p t  off t h e  c l i f f ,  and s c r a m b l e d  d o w n  t h e  c rumbl ing  ledges.  E x u l t a n t  

S c o u t s  a n d  A m e r i c a n s  f i r e d  m a c h i n e  guns  a n d  r i f les  i n t o  t h e  e n e m y  ki l l ing 

scores of them.  69 
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The  b a t t l e  f o r  Quinauan was  over. The  J a p a n e s e  2nd Bat ta l ion,  20 th  

Infantry,  was  to ta l ly  des t royed ,  i t s  900 men dead. T o  Genera l  Homrna, t h e  

ba t t a l ion  had been los t  "wi thout  a trace."7o Every depression and  foxhole  was 

f i l led wi th  J a p a n e s e  dead,  and  p i c tu re s  of wives and chi ldren f lu t t e r ed  over  

t h e  bodies. Fr iendly losses at Quinauan w e r e  f ive  t imes  those suf fered  a t  

Longoskawayan,  near ly  500 Filipinos and Amer icans  killed and  wounded. More 

than  f i f t y  Filipinos from t h e  1 s t  Cons tabulary  were  lost, and  of fou r  American 

in s t ruc to r s  assigned, o n e  was killed a n d  t w o  wounded. Scou t s  of t h e  3rd 

Bat ta l ion ,  45th Infan t ry ,  had  ca r r i ed  t h e  b run t  of t h e  ba t t l e .  They en te red  t h e  

f igh t  on 27 Janua ry  with 500 o f f i ce r s  and men. J u s t  tw leve  days  l a t e r ,  only 

212 men remained. Most impressive was t h e  fact t h a t  every  m a n  in t h e  

ba t ta l ion  w a s  accoun ted  for  as e i the r  p re sen t  fo r  duty,  buried, o r  e v a c u a t e d  as 

wounded; t h e r e  w e r e  no  s t r agg le r s  or deser te rs .  71 

But be fo re  t h e  Amer icans  could consider  t h e  wes t  coast secure ,  t h e  

resu l t s  of t w o  more landings had to b e  countered .  In ano the r  e f f o r t  to out f lank  

I Corps  from the  sea, o n e  company of J a p a n e s e  from t h e  1s t  Bat ta l ion,  20 th  

Infan t ry  landed on 27 January ,  and t h e  remainder  of t h e  ba t ta l ion  came ashore  

t h e  f i r s t  night of February.  

Anyasan - Silaiim, 31  Janua ry  to 13 Februa ry  

On 25  January ,  Gene ra l  Homma ordered  t h e  16th  Division commander, 

L ieu tenan t  Genera l  Susumu Morioka, to  l eave  Manila with t w o  of his in fan t ry  

ba t ta l ions  and t h e  21s t  Independent  Engineer  Regiment  headquar t e r s  and to 

assume command of t h e  opera t ions  aga ins t  Wainwright ' s  corps. Morioka dec ided  

to re inforce  t h e  Quinauan landings with o n e  company from his 1 s t  Bat ta l ion,  

20th Infantry.  But  once  again, poor  seamanship,  a d a r k  night, and  d i f f icu l ty  in 
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spo t t ing  landmarks along Ba taan ' s  coast brought  t h e  J a p a n e s e  2,000 yards  sho r t  

of the i r  object ive.  Although t h e  spot  at which t h e  J a p a n e s e  c a m e  ashore  looked 

much like Quinauan Point ,  t h e  200 J a p a n e s e  ac tua l ly  landed be tween  t h e  

Hnyasan and  Silaiim Rivers ,  j u s t  north of Quinauan Point .  72 

The re  were  men along t h e  coast who might have  made  a f ight  of it,  b u t  

e l emen t s  of t h e  3rd Bat ta l ion ,  1 s t  Cons tabulary ,  fled. When th is  news reached  

Brigadier  Genera l  Cl inton A. P ie rce ,  t h e  Sec to r  commander, P i e r c e  ordered  t h e  

17th Pursu i t  Squadron--one of his reserves-- to  advance  to t h e  beach.  With the i r  

point  e l emen t  out ,  t h e  a i rmen e n t e r e d  t h e  abandoned headquar t e r s  of t h e  

panicked Cons tabulary  ba t ta l ion .  With t h e  a i rmen  just 300 ya rds  pas t  t h e  

Cons tabulary  b ivouac  and only 400 ya rds  wes t  of t h e  vi ta l  West Road,  t h r e e  

J a p a n e s e  s t epped  in to  view and opened  f i r e  with automatic weapons. T h e  airmen 

t r i ed  to deploy o u t  of column in to  a skirmish line, bu t  t h e  jungle  was  so dense  

t h a t  this  maneuver  proved impossible. This  was the  f i r s t  t ime many of t h e  

Americans had eve r  f i red  the i r  r i f les ,  and  because  they  could not see anything,  

t he i r  firing was high. Probably feel ing they  had too  f e w  men, and  a l ready  a mile 

inland, t h e  Japanese  outpos ts  fe l l  back  toward  t h e  beach ,  and  t h e  f i r ing died. 

American a i rmen had once  again bought t ime for  re inforcements  to assemble. 

Ear l ie r  t h a t  day, t h e  2nd Bat ta l ion ,  2nd Cons tabulary ,  r ece ived  orders  to join 

t h e  f ight .  The  ba t ta l ion  moved from its r e se rve  locat ion and  joined t h e  17th  

Pursu i t  t h a t  night. 73 

A t  I Corps,  Wainwright became  more and more conce rned  over  t h e  

safety of his corps  as one J a p a n e s e  landing a f t e r  ano the r  splashed ashore  behind 

his main line. On t h e  a f t e rnoon  of 27 January ,  h e  s e n t  a memorandum to 

MacArthur  recommending considerat ion,  and  considerat ion only, of moving both 

corps  fu r the r  south  to shor t en  t h e  flanks. 

My coas t a l  f lank is very lightly held, so lightly t h a t  t h e  J a p s  appea r  to 
in f i l t r a t e  th rough i t  at night  a t  points  s e l e c t e d  by them. If I t a k e  t roops  off 
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my f r o n t  to t h i c k e n  t h e  Coast Defense ,  t h e y  will c e r t a i n l y  c r a s h  t h r o u g h  t h  
f r o n t .  T h e y  a l r e a d y  a t t a c k e d  t h e r e  t o d a y  with i n f a n t r y  a n d  a r t i l l e r y  a n d  
h a v e  t a n k s  in posit ion.74 

Wainwright  w a s  a l s o  c o n c e r n e d  o v e r  his inland r i g h t  f l a n k  uni ts ,  h i s  1 1 t h  

Division a n d  2nd Phi l ipp ine  C o n s t a b u l a r y .  Wi thout  r o a d s  upon which  to 

move--only n a r r o w  f o o t  t ra i l s - - they  stood in s e r i o u s  d a n g e r  of b e i n g  c u t  of f  if 

t h e  J a p a n e s e  b r o k e  t h r o u g h  to t h e  West Road. When W a i n w r i g h t  w r o t e  his  

memorandum,  h e  w a s  f a c e d  w i t h  a p e n e t r a t i o n  of his  m a i n  l i n e  of r e s i s t a n c e  a n d  

t h e  beginning  of a p o c k e t  s imi la r  to t h e  o n e  which  f o r c e d  him f rom his  or ig ina l  

posi t ion.  And w h e n  h e  looked  s e a w a r d ,  a l l  h e  could  see w e r e  J a p a n e s e  coming 

a s h o r e  a n d  t h r e a t e n i n g  h is  l ines  of communica t ions .  E v e n  his r e t r e a t  could  b e  

t h r e a t e n e d ,  so h e  had  r e a s o n  to b e  c o n c e r n e d .  B u t  M a c A r t h u r  r e f u s e d  to o r d e r  

f u r t h e r  w i t h d r a w a l s ,  a n d  r igh t ly  so. T h e r e  w a s  too l i t t l e  s p a c e  remain ing  on 

B a t a a n ,  a n d  a l a s t - d i t c h  s t a n d  had  to be m a d e  s o m e w h e r e .  H e r e  w a s  as good a 

p l a c e  as a n y w h e r e .  9 5  

T h e  day a f t e r  t h e  landing,  t h e  2nd B a t t a l i o n ,  2nd  C o n s t a b u l a r y ,  a n d  t h e  

1 7 t h  P u r s u i t  l a u n c h e d  a n o t h e r  but it w a s  only a f t e r  a b a t t a l i o n  of 

Scouts f r o m  t h e  4 5 t h  I n f a n t r y  a r r i v e d  t h e  n e x t  d a y  t h a t  a n y  p r o g r e s s  w a s  m a d e  

a n d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  c o n s i d e r e d  under  c o n t r o l .  T h e  2nd  B a t t a l i o n ,  4 5 t h  I n f a n t r y  

a r r i v e d  o n  2 9  J a n u a r y  j u s t  in t i m e  to p r e v e n t  a J a p a n e s e  s o r t i e  f rom 

s u c c e e d i n g .  

O n  27 J a n u a r y ,  G e n e r a l  Homma o r d e r e d  G e n e r a l  Mor ioka  to r e i n f o r c e  

Quinauan  P o i n t  a n d  s e i z e  M a r i v e l e s  Mountain.  Assigned t h i s  h u g e  t a s k  w a s  t h e  

r e s t  of t h e  1st B a t t a l i o n ,  2 0 t h  I n f a n t r y .  L i k e  its l e a d  c o m p a n y ,  t h e  1st B a t t a l i o n  

m o v e d  to t h e  c o a s t a l  t o w n  of O l o n g a p o  a n d  e m b a r k e d  f o r  t h e  t r i p  to Quinauan  

to r e i n f o r c e  t h e  s t r a n d e d  2nd B a t t a l i o n .  T h e r e  w a s  l i t t l e  t i m e  to plan a n d  

r e h e a r s e ,  f o r  Major  K i m u r a  r e c e i v e d  h i s  o r d e r s  on 31 J a n u a r y  and h a d  to s a i l  

t h e  n e x t  evening. T h e  500-man b a t t a l i o n  was in t r o u b l e  even b e f o r e  i t  l e f t  
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f r iendly sho res  t h e  f i r s t  night  of February.  A c a p t u r e d  J a p a n e s e  order  revea led  

J a p a n e s e  in ten t ions  of reinforcing t h e  wes tern  landings and driving to Mariveles  

Mountain. T h e  Amer icans  took immedia te  ac t ion  to coun te r  t h e  expec ted  

landings. S t a f f  o f f i c e r s  a l e r t e d  obse rve r s  a long t h e  wes t  coast and d ispa tched  

o n e  of t h e  t w o  American tank  ba t ta l ions  to t h e  t h r e a t e n e d  a rea .  J u s t  a f t e r  

dark,  P-40 f igh te r  a i r c r a f t  wen t  on s t r i p  a le r t .  76 

With his  plan a l r eady  compromised, Major Kimura encountered  a second 

ser ious  problem soon a f t e r  his boa ts  sai led.  Three  Navy s ignalmen perched  a t o p  

a tree s p o t t e d  his  f lot i l la  in t h e  l ight  of a full moon. T h e  s ignalmen sounded t h e  

alarm,  and t h e  carefu l ly  laid defense  plan--the f i r s t  coord ina ted  air-sea-land 

a c t i o n  of t h e  campaign--slipped in to  gear .  Navy PT  boa t s  sped  in to  t h e  area, 

and  t h e  26th  Cava l ry  l e f t  I Corps '  r e s e r v e  for  Caihobo Poin t  riding Bren-gun 

c a r r i e r s  and buses. Four  P-40 's  roared  f rom the i r  d i r t  s t r ips ,  c l imbed over  

Mariveles  Mountain, and  dropped toward  t h e  sea to a t t a c k  t h e  twe lve  or  more 

enemy barges. On e a c h  pass, t h e  low-flying pilots sub jec t ed  t h e  barges  to 

murderous f i r e  from s ix  wing-mounted 30 -ca l ibe r  machine  guns. F ive  barges  

sank,  ca r ry ing  t h e  equipment  and ammunit ion-encumbered J a p a n e s e  with them. 

T h e  P-40 b l i tz  was  a shock for  t h e  Japanese ,  unt i l  t hen  conf ident  in the i r  

undisputed ae r i a l  superior i ty .  The  Amer ican  planes r e tu rned  to base,  made  a 

night  landing wi thout  loss, and quickly rearmed for  ano the r  s t r ike .  A f t e r  e ight  

sorties--flown individually as soon as a plane was rearmed--four f r e sh  pilots 

rep laced  t h e  original f l i e rs  and  took off for  yet ano the r  s t r ike .  77 

The  s laughter  cont inued.  Af t e r  heavy 155mm guns of E Ba t t e ry ,  301s t  

Art i l lery,  and then  l ight  75mm cannons  of D Bat t e ry ,  88 th  Art i l lery,  found t h e  

range,  t hey  were  joined by t h e  unmistakable  rapid booming of heavy .50-caliber 

ground-mounted machine  guns f rom Scou t  and  Air  Corps  units. As t h e  J a p a n e s e  

d rew c loser  to land, Scount  in fan t ry  f i red  the i r  sho r t e r  range  weapons; t he i r  
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light machine guns and r i f l e  f i r e  chopped in to  t h e  water .  Finally, P T  32 dashed  

about f i r ing machine  guns and t w o  torpedoes  at t h e  J a p a n e s e  minelayer 

Yaeyama which was  support ing t h e  a t t a c k .  A f t e r  losing half the i r  f o r c e  b e f o r e  

even  touching shore,  t h e  thoroughly b a t t e r e d  Japanese  turned  a b o u t  and limped 

north. Bu t  e i the r  because  of his t enac i ty  or  because  his damaged boa t s  could 

not make t h e  r e tu rn  t r i p  to Moron--the c loses t  safe harbor--Major Kimura 

beached  t h e  survivors  of his ba t ta l ion  at Silaiim Po in t  and joined his  one 

company a l ready  there .  78 

T h e  J a p a n e s e  who landed wi th  the i r  equipment  at Silaiim were  f u l l  of 

f ight .  Some supplies were  lost ,  some m e n  w e r e  dead,  and  some equipment  was 

missing, bu t  f ight ing sp i r i t  remained. To keep  t h e  J a p a n e s e  off balance,  t w o  

b a t t e r i e s  of Filipino and Scou t  a r t i l l e ry  poured a thousand rounds of 75mm and 

155mm high explosive in to  the  beachhead  in t h e  f i r s t  twenty- four  hours a f t e r  

t h e  landing. A t  l e a s t  th i s  t ime t h e r e  did not have  to b e  haphazard  improvision, 

no juggling of Cons tabulary ,  Air Corps ,  Phi l ippine Army, and  Scouts. Suf f ic ien t  

f o r c e s  were on hand. Two ba t t a l ions  of t h e  57 th  Infan t ry ,  t h e  1s t  and 3rd, had 

arr ived.  79 

T h e  57th Infan t ry  brought  f r iendly f o r c e s  to t h r e e  ba t t a l ions  of Scouts ,  

a ba t t a l ion  from bo th  t h e  Cons tabulary  and  Phi l ippine Army, and  a pursui t  

squadron.  T h e  Scouts wov.ld be t h e  main maneuver  f o r c e  while t h e  airmen, 

Cons tabulary ,  and  Philhppine Army would p r o t e c t  t he  f lanks and pa t ro l  r e a r  

a reas .  Fight ing along Rataan's west coast had sucked  up f ive  of t h e  six Scout  

in fan t ry  ba t t a l ions  or, Ba taans  a n d  i t  was  impera t ive  t h a t  t h e  job be  finished 

quickly so as to r e tu rn  thesa c l i t e  t roopers  to reserve.  T h e  staff f inal ized 

prepara t ions  for  t h e  

could assign spec i f i c  

t h e  mission of taking 

ilext day. Because  i t  knew t h e  enemy's  genera l  t r a c e ,  i t  

ob jec t ives  for e a c h  ba t ta l ion .  T h e  1 s t  Bat ta l ion  rece ived  

t h e  southern-most  ob jec t ive ,  Anyasan Poin t ,  while  t h e  3rd 

52 



Battalion, north of the ls t ,  was assigned Silaiim Point and the mouth of the 

Anyasan River. The 2nd Battalion, 45th In fan t ry ,  was to take t h e  mouth of the 

Silaiim River and the north side of the point. Philippine A r m y ,  Constabulary, 

and Air  Corps units were kept in reserve against a sudden Japanese 

breakthrough toward the West Road. 80 

In the  predawn darkness of 2 February, t h e  two 57th Infantry battalions 

departed their West Road assembly areas, 1st Battalion on the left and 3rd  

Battalion on the right. I t  was still dark on the jungle floor a t  0600 hours, b u t  

rather than providing surprise and concealment for t h e  Scouts, the darkness only 

hampered t h e  attack. Not needing light, t h e  Japanese simply fired their 

pre-arranged fires and forced the Scouts off the trails into the jungle. 

Formations mixed, and leaders fought a losing battle to find and control their 

men.  I t  quickly became apparent nothing could be done u n t i l  the sun rose, so 

the Scouts went to ground and waited for daylight. 81  

When it was light enough to s tar t  again, progress was slow and fighting 

a t  close quarters. The Japanese were dug into a series of well-organized 

self-contained strong points, each prepared for all around defense, connected by 

communication trenches and possessing good fields of fire. The advance was 

slow and cautious. Line of sight was five to ten yards, and runners were 

hindered by an absence of lateral trails. By the end of the first day, Scout 

gains were negligible, The  1st Battalion spent the day pushing its way through 

amazingly thick vegetation along the only two trails in the area. 82 

On 3 February, the infantry received sbme'support from nine light tanks 

from C Company, 194th Tank Battalion. The west coast was bad for armor 

everywhere and completely impossible in the. 1st Battalion's area. The only 

place the 1st Battalion could operate was opposite Silaiim Point, and even h e r e  

it was restricted to a single narrow trail walled i n  by trees. Scout i n f a n t r y  
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guided t h e  tanks  forward ,  and  the  t anke r s '  found t h e  c lose  suppor t  most 

welcome. Very f e w  Scou t  and  tank  bul le t s  found a mark, b u t  t h e  huge volume of 

f i r e  p reven ted  t h e  J a p a n e s e  from shoot ing back,  and Scout  in fan t ry  could c rawl  

fo rward  wi th  minimal losses. Despite t h e  tanks,  i t  was s t i l l  a n  infan t ryman 's  

ba t t l e ,  and  t h e  foot soldiers  re l ied on rifles, bayonets ,  and  unt rus twor thy  hand 

grenades.  Because  of thick vege ta t ion  and  small f ie lds  of f i re ,  t h e  Scou t s  

a t t a c h e d  the i r  heavy machine gun platoons to t h e  r i f l e  companies. But  as t h e  

3rd  Bat ta l ion  advanced  a w a y  from t h e  West Road,  and  as f ie lds  of f i r e  and 

visibility bo th  decl ined,  t h e  e f f ec t iveness  of machine guns diminished. More 

impor tan t ,  t h e  problems of bringing a d e q u a t e  ammunition over  t h e  rough t e r r a in  

resu l ted  in machine gunners  being used as ammunition bea re r s  fo r  t h e  

r i f lemen.  83 

T h e  Scou t s  finally shoved t h e  J a p a n e s e  on to  Silaiim Po in t  i tself ,  and  

both s ides  could see t h e  end  approaching.  Tanks from A Company, 192nd Tank 

Bat ta l ion ,  o f t e n  s tood  hull to hull with less t han  ten  feet b e t w e e n  vehicles  as 

they  f l ayed  t h e  Japanese .  The  J a p a n e s e  in Major Kimura ' s  1 s t  Bat ta l ion ,  20 th  

Infan t ry ,  were  now in despe ra t e  s t ra i t s .  Unless help a r r ived ,  h e  was doomed. 

Kimura messaged Genera l  Morioka of his  plight. "I am unable  to make c o n t a c t  

with t h e  Tsunehiro Ba t t a l ion  (2nd Bat ta l ion ,  20 th  Infantry>.  T h e  ba t t a l ion  is 

being a t t a c k e d  by superior  e n e m y  t anks  and ar t i l l e ry ,  and  w e  a r e  f ight ing a 

b i t t e r  ba t t l e .  The ba t t a l ion  is about to d ie  g l ~ r i o u s l y . ~ ~ ~ ~  But  r a the r  t han  l e t  

Major Kimura's ba t ta l ion  die, gloriously or o therwise ,  Morioka o rde red  t h e  21s t  

Independent  Engineer  Reg imen t  to rescue  t h e  t rapped  men. T h e  engineers  

d e p a r t e d  Olongapo and sa i led  down the wes t  coast t h e  night  of 7 February ,  b u t  

fa i led  to loca te  any  of the i r  troops. When they  approached  t h e  shore  for  a 

b e t t e r  look, t h e y  ran  in to  t w o  Bataan-based P-401s, a r t i l l e ry ,  and  numerous 

machine  guns. 85 
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With this  s eaborne  rescue  a t t e m p t  thwar t ed ,  G e n e r a l  Morioka re l ieved  

Major Kimura from his original mission of linking with t h e  Quinauan f o r c e  and  

o rde red  him to e v a c u a t e  his men using wha teve r  mater ia l s  w e r e  available. On 10 

February ,  t h e  J a p a n e s e  cont inued to r e t r e a t  be fo re  t h e  Scouts  and  

Constabulary.  T h e  Scou t s  pushed s teadi ly  through minor opposition and  neared  

t h e  coast by l a t e  morning. A t  noon, t h e y  r an  in to  t h e  f inal  enemy positions and  

engaged  in some c lose  comba t  be fo re  s tanding  t r iumphant  on Anyasan Point .  86 

In a final effort to e s c a p e  t h e  t ightening ring of Scouts, 200 J a p a n e s e  

launched  a despera t ion  dr ive  o u t  of Silaiim Po in t  t h e  morning of 12 February.  

T h e  assaul t  d rove  through t h e  junct ion be tween  E and F companies ,  45 th  

Infan t ry ,  and  plowed over  t w o  Scou t  machine guns killing one of t h e  crews.  T h e  

second c r e w  f i red until o u t  of ammunition and  then escaped.  Losing abou t  t h i r ty  

men, t h e  J a p a n e s e  broke  f r ee ,  t u rned  north,  and  ran in to  t h e  command posts  of 

t h e  17th Pursu i t  and F Company, 45th Infan t ry .  J u s t  as t h e  J a p a n e s e  h i t  t h e  

command post ' s  secur i ty ,  and jus t  as they  s t a r t e d  f i r ing in to  t h e  Scou t s  wi th  

machine guns, t h e  3rd Bat ta l ion ,  57 th  Infan t ry ,  a r r ived .  Hardly had K and  L 

companies  gone on l ine  than  twenty- f ive  Japanese  ove r ran  an L Company 

machine gun, losing twen ty  of the i r  own men in t h e  process. Although t h e  

J a p a n e s e  fought  hard  and skillfully, t h e y  were  not  in prepared  positions. Their  

a t t a c k  was  broken, momentum was  lost ,  and  when t h e  3rd  Bat ta l ion  hi t  them, 

t h e  survivors  s ca t t e r ed .  By 1500 hours  the  nex t  day,  t h e  Scou t s  reached  t h e  

87  beach. 

A t  Longoskawayan and  Quinauan, Wainwright's men wiped a n  in fan t ry  

ba t ta l ion  from t h e  Japanese order  of ba t t l e .  A t  Sijaiim and  Anyasan, t hey  

des t royed  a second ba t ta l ion ,  half of i t  at  sea. Now only a s ingle  ba t ta l ion  

remained to the  i l l -s tarred 20th J a p a n e s e  Infantry,  and  i t  would soon b e  

des t royed  in a b a t t l e  aga ins t  Filipino troops. Gene ra l  Morioka 's  a t t e m p t  to f lank 
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I Corps  and f o r c e  a speedy end to  t h e  campaign had ended  in unmit igated 

d isas te r .  T h e  concep t  was good, and  if th ings had gone  well, t h e  landings would 

have  posed a real  t h r e a t  to MacAr thur ' s  army. But  t h e  J a p a n e s e  landed wi thout  

a d e q u a t e  reconnaissance,  and  w e r e  commit ted  piecemeal  in d i f f e r e n t  loca t ions  

on d i f f e ren t  days. Even as poorly as t h e  maneuver  was  execu ted ,  t h e  landings 

caused  cons iderable  concern.  They fo rced  t h e  commit tment  of f ive  Scou t  

i n fan t ry  ba t ta l ions ,  but t h e  ne t  accomplishment  of t h r e e  weeks of b i t t e r  

f igh t ing  was  the  comple te  des t ruc t ion  of t h e  1s t  and 2nd bat ta l ions,  20 th  

Infan try. 

The f ight ing along t h e  wes t  coast of B a t a a n  ended  active opera t ions  for  

near ly  seven  weeks. The  J a p a n e s e  wi thdrew to reorganize ,  r e c e i v e  

rep lacements ,  and  acc l ima te  new units. T h e  F i lamer ican  a rmy t r ied  to d o  t h e  

same,  bu t  t h e  decreas ing  stocks of food l ed  to a n  enormous drop  in t h e  s tamina  

sf t h e  soldiers. By t h e  t ime t h e  J a p a n e s e  launched the i r  nex t  a t t a c k s ,  t h e  

de fende r s  were  on one-quar te r  ra t ions  and ac tua l ly  s ta rv ing  to dea th .  T h e  

Japanese  smashed I1 Corps '  main l ine  of r e s i s t ance  on 3 April, p e n e t r a t e d  i t  on 

4 and  5 April, pushed t h e  defenders  to ano the r  l ine on 6 April, and  a t t a c k e d  

that l ine  on 7 April. 

Task Force Delay, San Vicente  to t h e  Alangan,  7-8 April 

T h e  J a p a n e s e  rup tu re  of t h e  San Vicente  line t h e  a f t e rnoon  

of 7 April was  t h e  s t a r t  of t w o  days  of delaying ac t ions  t h a t  culminated 

in t h e  sur render  of t h e  Ba taan  army. The  motorized Scou t  26 th  Cava l ry  

w a s  t h e  f i r s t  o rganized  f o r c e  to a r r ive  and block t h e  pursuing Japanese .  T h e  

cava l ry  came under t h e  command of Brigadier  Genera l  Cl i f ford  Bluemel, 

commander of t h e  des t royed  31st Division, who would f igh t  t h e  de lay  fo r  t h e  
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n e x t  two days. The  cava l ry  reg iment ' s  2nd Squadron deployed ac ross  Tra i l  2 and  

p repa red  to e x e c u t e  ano the r  delaying action, a maneuver  with which they were  

qu i t e  familiar. T h e  1st Squadron moved into position to p r o t e c t  t h e  2nd 

Squadron 's  rou te  of withdrawal ,  T h e  J a p a n e s e  8 t h  Infan t ry  hi t  t h e  2nd Squadron, 

and  a shor t  b u t  lively b a t t l e  developed. When the  J a p a n e s e  paused for  b rea th ,  

t hey  were  as tonished  to find t h e  Scou t s  s t i l l  in place. But  ra.ther t han  t a k e  

unnecessary  casua l t ies ,  t h e  J a p a n e s e  s t a r t e d  a flanking movement. T h e  2nd 

Squadron was  forced  to withdraw,  and  they  turned  t h e  b a t t l e  over  to t h e  1 s t  

88 Squadron. 

The  1st Squadron now faced  t h e  J a p a n e s e  from has ty  en t r enchmen t s  

just north of Trai l  Junction 2 and  10. The  ground h e r e  was open, rolling, and  

sparse ly  v e g e t a t e d ,  no t  t h e  s o r t  of t e r r a i n  to o f fe r  much concealment .  When t h e  

Sapanese  r a n  into t h e  Scouts ,  t hey  once  aga in  sen t  f lanking pa r t i e s  around both  

s ides  of t h e  defenders .  A t  t h e  same t ime,  J apanese  dive bombers  fe l l  on t h e  

cava l rymen at the  t ra i l  junction, prac t ica l ly  wiping o u t  t h e  2nd Squadron 's  

two-squad r e a r  guard. Under t h e  t h r e a t  of enc i rc lement ,  t h e  1st Squadron 

wi thdrew through t h e  most s e v e r e  bombing and shelling t h e  reg iment  had eve r  

exper ienced .  The  men had to cross  t h e  danger  a r e a  by shor t  rushes in small 

groups, a n d  casua l t i e s  were  heavy. Gene ra l  Bluemel had forseen  t h e  

impossibility of s topping t h e  J a p a n e s e  h e r e  and had issued o rde r s  to reassemble  

a t  t h e  Mamala River.  89 

T h e  26th Caval ry ,  31s: Infantry,  and  t rucks  from t h e  14th Engineers  all 

jammed t h e  road as it dropped t c w a r d  t h e  Mamala River ,  and  t h e  narow,  

s teep-sided,  one-way Tra i l  1 2  over f lowed wi th  t ra f f ic .  Demoralized Filipinos, 

f lushed by t h e  Japanese, f u r f h e r  choked t h e  route .  Ci rc l ing  overhead,  J a p a n e s e  

a i rmen could hardly miss seeing t h e  t a rge t ,  P i lo t s  f rom t h e  16th  Air Regiment  

de l ivered  t h e  most awe-inspiring bombing t h e  soldiers  had eve r  seen. O n e  bomb 
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hit  a cava l ry  ammunition t ruck  in t h e  na r rowes t  pa r t  of t h e  trail.  The  t ruck  

caugh t  f i r e  and set nearby t r e e s  ab laze ,  blocked t h e  t ra i l ,  and  peppered m e n  

and  vehicles  with fragments .  The  a i r  a t t a c k  smashed communicat ions t rucks ,  

ambulances,  and  e v e r y  s o r t  of rolling conveyance.  Three  scou t  c a r s  had to be 

des t royed  a f t e r  t h e  t r a i l  proved impassable. 

south  bank of t h e  Mamala, Bluemel was now without  t ranspor ta t ion .  

Although his men reformed on t h e  

Real iz ing 

h e  could not s t o p  t h e  J a p a n e s e  here ,  h e  o rde red  an evening wi thdrawal  to t h e  

90 Alangan River .  

During t h e  ear ly  morning hours of 8 April, f r agmen t s  of I1 Corps 

occupied  t h e  Alangan River  line. Straddl ing Tra i l  20 on t h e  l e f t  of t h e  line 

w e r e  450 Scouts  of t h e  14th Engineers. They covered  a road block and  refused 

t h e  left of Bluemel's line. These  engineers  were  the  f r e shes t  and  l e a s t  

disorganized of t h e  soldiers  a long t h e  Alangan River ,  and  they  t ied in with t h e  

26th  Cava l ry  to the i r  right. T h e  cava l ry  put  bo th  squadrons on l ine  covering 350 

ya rds  of t h e  river. In c o n t r a s t  to t h e  re la t ive ly  f r e sh  engineers ,  t h e  cava l rymen 

had sna tched  but  o n e  hour 's  s leep  in f i f ty-four  hours and had consumed but  a 

s ingle  c a n t e e n  of wa te r  in th i r ty  hours. Be tween  t h e  cava l ry  and t h e  American 

31s t  Infan t ry  to t h e  r ight  was  600 ya rds  of unoccupied,  open  ridge. Then t h e  

200 Americans remaining from t h e  31st Infant ry  occupied a nar row piece  of 

ground wi th  no  contact on e i the r  flank. Off to t h e  r ight  of t h e  Americans 400 

ya rds  away,  s tood  t w o  reduced  ba t ta l ions  of t h e  Scout  57 th  Infan t ry  guarding a 

f r o n t  of 500 yards. Because  of t h e  inadequate  communicat ions s i tua t ion ,  Bluemel 

cont ro l led  just t h e  14th Engineers  and t h e  26 th '  Caval ry ;  t h e  31s t  and 57th  

Infan t ry  off to t h e  r igh t  were  on the i r  own. . 91 

During t h e  morning, J apanese  a i r c r a f t ,  spo t t ed  Blueniel's men organizing 

the i r  positions, and  at  1100 hours, t h e  J a p a n e s e  16th  Air Regiment  found both 

t h e  57th and 31s t  Infantry.  Ut te r ly  unopposed by an t i -a i rc raf t  f i re ,  t h e  light 
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b o m b e r s  a c c u r a t e l y  d r o p p e d  i n c e n d a r i e s ,  a n d  fierce g r a s s  f i r e s  d r o v e  s o m e  of 

t h e  men o u t  of posi t ion.  T h e y  t o o k  r e f u g e  in s o m e  w o o d s  just s o u t h  of t h e i r  

l ine,  w a i t e d  unt i l  t h e  fires w e r e  o u t ,  a n d  t h e n  r e o c c u p i e d  t h e i r  b u r n e d  foxholes .  

A t  1400 hours ,  a d v a n c e  e l e m e n t s  of t h e  J a p a n e s e  8 t h  I n f a n t r y  a p p e a r e d  b e f o r e  

t h e  5 7 t h  Infan t ry .  T h e  J a p a n e s e  found b o t h  f l a n k s  o p e n  b u t  f a i l e d  to p e n e t r a t e  

t h e  S c o u t s .  To t h e  r igh t  of t h e  S c o u t s ,  a small f r a g m e n t  of t h e  A m e r i c a n  31st 

I n f a n t r y  f o u g h t  off J a p a n e s e  a t t a c k s ,  b u t  w i t h  h a r d l y  f o u r  c l ips  of r i f l e  

a m m u n i t i o n  per man,  p r o l o n g e d  r e s i s t a n c e  w a s  impossible.  A t  1630 hours ,  a f t e r  

s lowing  t h e  J a p a n e s e  for n i n e t y  minutes ,  t h e  A m e r i c a n s  w i t h d r e w  to a smal l  

r i v e r  j u s t  s o u t h  of t h e  Alangan.  92 

T h e n  t h e  center of t h e  A l a n g a n  l i n e  buckled .  J a p a n e s e  a r t i l l e r y  s h e l l e d  

o u t  a p la toon  f rom t h e  31st I n f a n t r y ' s  A Company,  a n d  p r e s s u r e  i n c r e a s e d  on 

t h e  200 Americans .  As t h e  r i g h t  of Bluemel ' s  l i n e  w a s  wi thdrawing ,  as his  

c e n t e r  w a s  be ing  p r e s s u r e d ,  a n d  as t h e  5 7 t h  I n f a n t r y  w a s  repuls ing  probes  f rom 

a l l  s ides ,  h i s  f a r  l e f t  e n t e r e d  t h e  f igh t .  T h r e e  c o m p a n i e s  of t h e  1 4 t h  E n g i n e e r s  

c o v e r e d  T r a i l  20 w h e r e  t h e  t r a i l  r a n  t h r o u g h  Bluemel ' s  l ines.  A t  1400 hours ,  

s p o r a d i c  f i r ing  b r o k e  o u t  in f r o n t  of t h e  e n g i n e e r s .  An hour  l a t e r ,  o n e  of t h e  

Companies  w a s  heavi ly  e n g a g e d ,  b u t  t h e  e n g i n e e r s  held. A l i t t l e  a f t e r  1600 

hours ,  s i x  t a n k s  f r o m  t h e  J a p a n e s e  7 t h  T a n k  R e g i m e n t  rol led i n t o  s i g h t  o n  t h e  

n o r t h  e d g e  of t h e  r i v e r  a n d  blindly f i r e d  c a n n o n  a n d  m a c h i n e  guns  at t h e  s o u t h  

bank.  A f t e r  s o f t e n i n g  u p  Scout r e s i s t a n c e ,  t h e  s i x  t a n k s  c h u r n e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  

r o c k y  r iver  bed, c l i m b e d  t h e  rlarrow t r a i l  s o u t h  of t h e  Alangan ,  a n d  r a n  i n t o  a 

rock-and-truck r o a d b l o c k  estab!ished e a r l i e r  t h a t  d a y  by t h e  engineers .  T h e  

n a r r o w  t r a i l ,  steep s!~pes, a n d  virgin j u n g l e  f lanking  t h e  obstacle p r e v e n t e d  t h e  

J a p a n e s e  f r o m  t u r n h g  a r o u n d ,  53 t h e y  sat t h e r e  f i r ing  m a c h i n e  guns  a n d  47mm 

t a n k  cannons. The tanks had no i n f a n t r y  i m m e d i a t e l y  a v a i l a b l e ,  but t h e  

e n g i n e e r s  w e r e  w i t h o u t  a n t i - t a n k  guns  a n d  could  not  h u r t  t h e  tanks.  FOP a t i m e  
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i t  w a s  a s t a n d o f f .  T h e n  t h e  J a p a n e s e  8 t h  I n f a n t r y ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  t a n k s  in t rucks ,  

a n d  a l r e a d y  pressur ing  t h e  31st a n d  5 7 t h  I n f a n t r y ,  d i s m o u n t e d ,  d e p l o y e d ,  a n d  h i t  

t h e  2 6 t h  C a v a l r y .  93 

Despi te  t a n k  r o u n d s  b u r s t i n g  in t h e  b a m b o o  a n d  smal l  a r m s  f i r e  c u t t i n g  

a l o n g  t h e  l ine,  t h e  S c o u t s  held t h e i r  r i d g e  a n d  r e f u s e d  to budge. B u t  t h e i r  

t e n a c i t y  w a s  cos t ly ,  f o r  only an h o u r  a f t e r  t h e  f i g h t  s t a r t e d ,  n i n e  of t h e  

v e t e r a n  c a v a l r y m e n  were d e a d  and s e v e n t e e n  wounded.  A b a t t e r y  of A m e r i c a n  

se l f -propel led  guns,  t h a t  when p l a c e d  t h e r e  e a r l i e r  in t h e  d a y  gave t h e  S c o u t s  

h o p e  t h e y  could  s t o p  t h e  e n e m y ,  r e c e i v e d  o r d e r s  to h u r r y  to t h e  E a s t  R o a d  to 
94 i n t e r c e p t  a column of J a p a n e s e  tanks ,  t a n k s  which  t u r n e d  out to be Amer ican .  

By 1630 hours ,  Bluemel ' s  l i n e  w a s  c rumbl ing  e v e r y w h e r e .  B e c a u s e  h e  

h a d  c o n t a c t  with only t h e  e n g i n e e r s  a n d  c a v a l r y  holding T r a i l  20, h e  did n o t  

k n o w  t h e  status of t h e  31st o r  5 7 t h  I n f a n t r y .  He k n e w  t h e y  w e r e  east of him, 

b u t  h e  did n o t  k n o w  how t h e y  w e r e  fa r ing .  Lucki ly ,  b o t h  r e g i m e n t s  c o o r d i n a t e d  

w i t h  o n e  a n o t h e r  a n d  w i t h d r e w  when t h e  p r e s s u r e  b e c a m e  too s e v e r e .  T h e  

c e n t e r  31st I n f a n t r y  s e n t  a m e s s a g e  to Bluemel  te l l ing  him t h i s  a n d  a s k i n g  t h a t  

T r a i l  20 be held unt i l  t h e y  r e a c h e d  it. 95 

With t h e  31st and 5 7 t h  I n f a n t r y  wi thdrawing ,  t h e r e  was noth ing  left f o r  

f i luemel  to do b u t  o r d e r  t h e  e n g i n e e r s  a n d  c a v a l r y  to follow. To d e l a y  pursu i t ,  

t h e  c a v a l r y m e n  p l a c e d  a b r o k e n  bus a n d  a car across t h e  t r a i l  a n d  pul led out 

f r o m  r i g h t  to l e f t .  All  of Bluemel ' s  f o r c e s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  b r o k e  c o n t a c t  a n d  

r e t r e a t e d  to t h e  L a m a o  R i v e r ,  b u t  t h e  n i g h t  m a r c h  to t h e  Larnao  b r o k e  u p  s o m e  

of t h e  surv iv ing  units.  T h e  s o l d i e r s  w e r e  e x h a u s t e d  a n d  rcientally d r a i n e d  by t h e  

t i m e  t h e y  r e a c h e d  t h e  r iver ,  a n d  h a r d l y  2 5 0 '  men r e m a i n e d  under  c o n t r o l .  

I3luemel 's  a c t i o n  o n  t h e  A l a n g a n  m a r k e d  t h e  l a s t  o r g a n i z e d  r e s i s t a n c e  offered by 

t h e  A m e r i c a n s  o n  t h e  B a t a a n  peninsula .  T h e  n e x t  morning,  9 Apri l ,  t h e  L u z o n  

Force s u r r e n d e r e d ,  a n d  t h e  b a t t l e  f o r  B a t a a n  w a s  over .  
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CHAPTER 111 

ANALYSIS 

Divisional Covering Force at Layac, 6 January 1942 

Analysis 

The one-day fight a t  Layac on 6 January was one of two true covering 

force actions seen during t h e  Bataan campaign. The second was during I1 Corps' 

withdrawal later in  the campaign. However, because this was the first time a 

covering force was used, and because Layac was a "pure" covering force action, 

an analysis will concentrate on Layac. There were other fights that might be 

called covering force actions, b u t  they were usually nothing more than simple 

delays. Additionally, Layac was the first action of the war that had, as its 

major combat units, Americans and Scouts as well as Philippine Army.  It can 

therefore be determined if doctrine was used and whether or not it was 

effective. 

Doctrine, in FM 100-5, Operations, stated that, whenever possible, an 

advanced coverjng force is employed. The covering force had four major 

missions: "to inflict the max inum delay on the e n e m y ,  to permit the defender to 

utilize advanced artlllerv observation, to permit the laying of mines, 

demolitions, and ohsiaeles in f ron t  of t h e  outposts and the battle position, and 

to deceive the e n e m y  as l o  t k  actual location of the battle position."' Because 

a covering force ;$ the defense implies a fr iendly defensive attitude, doctrine 

concerning delays a!sn applies, As i n  tho case with ItlacArthurls army, recourse 

to delaying actions implied a lack of readiness for battle and a hostile 
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superiority of force. "<The delay's) purpose is to gain time while avoiding 

decisive action...It finds especial application in the operations of covering 

force..."* Delaying actions may be used in  the opening phases of battle to gain 

time for the unified employment of the entire command. 

The occupation of the covering force position at Layac met all the 

criteria and reasons set forth by FM 100-5. The Americans wanted to hold this 

delay position, just south of Layac and the small Culo River, long enough to 

stop the forward elements of the Japanese 14th Army.  By  fighting here, 

MacArthur would deny the Japanese Route 110 leading south into the Bataan 

peninsula, give the Filamerican forces more time to entrench along the main 

line of resistance further south, and deceive the enemy as to the location of 

the main line. After the Japanese deployed for a full-dress attack, the covering 

force would withdraw, without serious casualties, it was hoped. South of the 

Layac covering force, the I and I1 Philippine corps were working along the main 

line trying to settle units into place and prepare for the Japanese. If the 

Japanese were able to closely pursue the main body of the two corps, i t  would 

be impossible to organize the line, and Bataan would fall. 

'The advanced covering force should be mobile. The use of cavalry, 

mechanized and motorized troops and engineers is indicated. It should have 

strong artillery and anti-tank support.It3 General Selleck's infantry regiments 

were foot-mobile with the exception of the American 31st Infantry; organic and 

commandeered transportation could move most of this regiment. The two 71st 

Division regiments were  totally foot mobile. I OnIy the *-Philippine Division--of 

which the 31st Infantry was a part--could be classified, as' motorized, and that 

division was too valuable to risk in its 'enttret)r'&' a covering force, Use of a 

semi-static covering force may have violated doctrine, but the extremely light 

Philippine A r m y  divisions were actually quite mobile. They had so little 
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equipment  t h a t  t hey  could march  at a moment's notice, Additionally, t h e  

J a p a n e s e  were  a l so  foot-mobile, so l i t t l e  danger  ex is ted  t h a t  t h e  pursuing 

J a p a n e s e  would over run  t h e  f lee t - footed  Filipinos. The  only cava l ry  reg iment  in 

t h e  e n t i r e  a rmy was given to Sel leck,  bu t  i t  a r r ived  t h e  day  of t h e  b a t t l e  and 

con t r ibu ted  l i t t l e .  L a r g e  horse cava l ry  uni t s  should ra re ly  be  required to de fend  

a position, b u t  t h e y  c a n  delay. Posi t ioning t h e  26th Cava l ry  on t h e  cover ing  

f o r c e ' s  l e f t  f lank proved t h e  best ,  most prudent  use t h a t  could have  been  made 

of t h e  cavalry--with one except ion.  They could have  been  used as an  outpos t  

l ine  of r e s i s t ance  for  t h e  covering f o r c e  had they ar r ived  ea r l i e r  and had 

anyone  thought  of it. 4 

T h e  remaining motor ized  t roops  of MacArthur ' s  army--tanks and 

self-propel led ar t i l lery--were p re sen t  at  Layac.  T h e  t w o  ba t t a l ions  of M-3 l ight  

t anks  were  present ,  b u t  in a ser ious staff fa i lure ,  no  a r r angemen t s  were  e v e r  

made allowing Sel leck to g ive  the  t anke r s  orders .  The  t anks  w e r e  there ,  bu t  

t hey  were  responsible  solely to the i r  own commanders. "Tanks a r e  essentially 

offensive weapons. They a r e  held in reserve in a covered position out  of 
5 ef fec t ive  art i l lery range until t h e  si tuation is favorable for their  employment." 

Although t h e  tanks were  properly in r e s e r v e  and in a cove red  position, t h e  

o rde r s  given the  t anke r s  e f f ec t ive ly  removed them from t h e  battle--unless t h e  

tank  commanders  dec ided  to f ight ,  Unity of command did not ex is t  at Layac ,  fo r  

t h e  t anke r s  responded to their  owti l eaders ,  not  to Sel leck.  As it tu rned  out, 

t hey  dec ided  :lot Po fighco The self-propelled a r t i l l e ry  was a l so  present ,  bu t  

the i r  usefulness  tr: Selleck, l ike  thc tanks, was l imited by the i r  instruct ions.  

They  were ordered not -XI go ii3tci ac t ion  unless e n e m y  tanks c a m e  down t h e  

road. Despi te  doc t r ine  which s t a t e d ,  "Whenever practicable,  most e f fec t ive  

<arti l lery> support  is prui4Gcd by holding t h e  art i l lery under centralized control, 

which permits the massing of its fire at cr i t ica l  points," Se l leck ' s  headquar t e r s  
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could not g ive  t h e  self-propelled mounts  orders.6 So they  too sat o u t  t h e  b a t t l e  

and never  en te red  t h e  a r t i l l e ry  due l  which so pounded Sel leck 's  towed ar t i l l e ry .  

To suppor t  a covering force, "Organic artillery may b e  reinforced by 

artillery from the  main force,  temporarily emplaced in advance of the batt le  

position.'@' In delaying ac t ions  in success ive  positions, co rps  a r t i l l e ry  normally 

suppor ts  t h e  main delaying positions. Delaying t h e  enemy by long-range f i r e s  

f rom fo rward  positions is s t ressed  in FM 6-20, Field Ar t i l l e ry  Field Manual 

T a c t i c s  and Technique.  FM 6-20 s t a t e d  t h a t  "Just prior to disengagement, 

counterbattery becomes especial ly  irnportant.ll' But desp i t e  c l e a r  gu idance  in 

t h e  Army's field manuals, ne i ther  I1 Corps  nor USAFFE g a v e  Se l leck  any  

long-range 155mm suppor t ,  t h e  only gun capab le  of f i r ing d e e p  enough to shoot  

coun te rba t t e ry .  The  fa i lure  to a t t a c h  155mm's could hardly have  been  Sel leck 's  

fau l t ,  fo r  he  was an ar t i l l e ryman and  a g r a d u a t e  of t h e  Field Ar t i l l e ry  School  

Advanced Course  and knew how to employ cannon. A major  concern  about  

emplacing t h e  155mm's with Sel leck had to be  the  s e v e r e  mobil t y  res t r ic t ions  

facing t h e  towed pieces. Each  gun w a s  hauled by a big prime mover, 10-ton 

ca t e rp i l l a r  t r a c t o r s  t h a t  had been in se rv i ce  s ince  World War I and t h a t  were  

now in poor mechanical  shape.  These  wooden-wheeled, slow-speed cannon could 

not b e  towed faster than  f ive  miles an hour, and  even  then they had to s t o p  

hourly to g r e a s e  and  cool  t h e  wheel bearings. .Regardless of such  problems, t h e  

absence  of t h e  big guns w a s  a major error.,, , W h e t h e r - t h e  lack  of 155mm's~ was 

d u e  to a fa i lure  to unders tand  doc t r ine  or  ..due,:tb a.a&,n%cious decision to violate  

doc t r ine  because  of mobility problems, t h e  -abs&nce.'-of i 'Wse. guns from Sel leck 's  

cover ing  f o r c e  was the  most s ign i f icant  single.fa,i;luix od :hmer i can  field a r t i l l e ry  

during t h e  e n t i r e  B a t a a n  campaign. !,I, ; ' I  ' 
I _  

9 

"Defense of the  position is  begun 'by:. the ;artillery in general support 
10 which lays down interdiction f ires  on the  routes of host i le  approach. .I1 
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Selleck's two small general support Scout artillery battalions initiated the 

action by driving the Japanese off the road leading into the covering force 

position. IIOrdinarily, c lose  support of the delaying position need not be provided 

for.1111 Here is a failure in doctrine. The Japanese deployed out of column and 

probed the infantry line, but there is no record that any friendly artillery was 

fired in close support of the line. It seems that the artillery commanders 

followed doctrine, doctrine which left the main l ine  unsupported wi th  priority of 

fires to deeper targets. It is t rue  that a covering force should not accept 

decisive combat, but it might have to fight just to force the enemy to deploy. 

Close artillery support of the infantry line seems appropriate. 

Another problem concerned antiaircraft artillery. Doctrine stated that 

during delaying actions, T h e  antiaircraft artillery i s  employed primarily to 

protect the  artillery, reserves, and critical defiles in rear from hostile 

Guns had been near Layac earlier to protect the bridge during the 

withdrawals, but they had all moved south the night of 3 January. There were 

but two antiaircraft regiments on Bataan, and they were placed around what 

higher headquarters considered priority targets: airfields and supply installations 

near the southern tip of Bataan. But leaving the covering force completely 

unprotected was a mistake and a violation of doctrine. As mentioned earlier, 

Japanese a i r  had cornplct? control over the battlefield and brought indirect 

artillery f i r e  down about the ears oi the Scout and Filipino artillerymen. The 

absence of a i r  defense assets, combined with the absence of long-range 

155rnm's, were the principal reascjns the Layac covering force subsequently 

withdrew. 13 

Doctrine stressed t k  skillful use of terrain and the employment of 

engineers to construct bai.rier.3 to strengthen the obstacle value of terrain. 

Selection of Eayac as the covering force position was made because of the Culo 
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River  t h a t  crossed t h e  enemy’s l ine  of advance.  Additionally, t h e  r ight  f lank 

was denied by swamps and  Manila Bay, while  mountains  cove red  t h e  l e f t  flank. 

Elut Se l leck  did not r ece ive  engineer  support .  His in fan t ry  t r ied  to dig in, but 

wi thout  qual i f ied engineer  o f f i ce r s  to te l l  t h e  unt ra ined  in fan t ry  how to 

en t r ench ,  t he i r  e f f o r t s  were  unguided. Even his  divisional engineers  w e r e  t aken  

f rom him. Higher engineer  pr ior i t ies  d r e w  t h e  f e w  Army level assets deeper  in to  

Bataan ,  leaving Se l leck  with nothing. Although Philippine Army mobilization 

plans ca l led  for  t h r e e  comba t  engineer  reg iments  and  s ix  s e p a r a t e  battalions--in 

addi t ion to divisional engineers--none were  eve r  mobilized. USAFFE could not 

s p a r e  a s ingle  engineer  un i t  fo r  Selleck. Regard less  of higher pr ior i t ies  ex is t ing  

1 4  f u r t h e r  south,  f a i lu re  to g ive  Sel leck a n  engineer  ba t ta l ion  w a s  a major e r ror .  

Because  o n e  of t h e  purposes of a covering f o r c e  is to dece ive  t h e  

enemy as to t h e  t r u e  locat ion of t h e  main line, t h e r e  is g r e a t  i inportance in 

keeping t h e  enemy in doubt  as long as possible as to t h e  loca t ion  of t h e  de lay  

positions--in this  case, t h e  locat ion of t h e  covering force line. “As in the 

defense of any position, an outpost, strong in automatic weapons, i s  deployed 

well in front of the delaying position to harass and delay t h e  enemy’s advance 

and to keep him in doubt as to its location.tf15 This guidance  is very c l e a r  and  

should have  been second na tu re  to t h e  Americans at Layac ,  bu t  Sel leck’s  

cover ing  f o r c e  fa i led  to make  a n y  a t t e m p t  to gain contact with t h e  approaching 

Japanese .  T h e  las t  of MacArthur’s  r e t r e a t i n g  a rmy had passed through t h e  

cover ing  f o r c e  early t h e  morning of 6 Janua ry ,  and c o n t a c t  with t h e  J a p a n e s e  

had been lost. Sel leck did not have  any authority,,.oyer t h e  t anks  s i t t i ng  behind 

him, t h e  one  br idge to his f r o n t  had been blown, nor would t h e  tankers  have  

been keen on t h e  idea of going fo rward  wi thout  :mobile in fan t ry  to suppor t  

them. For some reason,  Se l leck  did not push fo rward  his own outposts. His two  

Phi l ippine Army reg iments  were  not  well enough t ra ined  to hazard  m e n  fo rward  
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of the main line, but the Americans of the 31st Infantry were properly trained 

and owned sufficient vehicles to deploy outposts well forward. Surprisingly, they 

failed to do so, maybe because this was their first action and they were 

hesitant to risk the men. So when the Japanese arrived, their strength was 

unattrited and under complete control. 

"The advanced covering force fights delaying action in its 

withdrawal."16 A1 though a covering force should avoid serious engagements with 

the enemy, it should dispute their advance and make it as difficult as possible. 

But once Selleck retreated and was clear of his covering force positions along 

-the Culo River, he headed directly south for friendly lines. He did not make any 

effort to maintain contact with the Japanese. Whether or not he had a formal 

subsequent delay mission from I1 Corps or USAFFE is unknown. Regardless, 

MacArthur's headquarters or I1 Corps should have made arrangements to 

maintain contact with the enemy and to fight short, sharp actions as the 

Japanese approached the main line of resistarke at the main battle position. 

Doctrine was quite clear that an advanced covering force "is" employed in front 

of the main line's outposts whenever practicable. l 7  I t  was certainly practicable 

here9 but only MacArthur had sufficient mobile assets to fight a delay yet 

maintain freedom of movement, So the failure to maintain the covering force 

must rest with his headquarters unless Selleck had that mission and simply 

abandoned it. From the cvzning of 6 January until moderate contact was 

regained a t  the oubpast line of resistance on 10 January--at Japanese 

initiative-the Yaparte:;: wefe cunoppcs9d by anything other than artillery. It was 

not until 10 January That serious assaults were made against the main line. By 

failing to follow doctrine, hAar4:fhur's army lost several days of grace by not 

continuing the delay from Layac down to the main line. The two American tank 

battalions, supported by self-propelled 75mm artillery, had fought similar delays 
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for a w e e k  before entering Bataan and could have fought such delays for a day 

or more once on Bataan. Considering that every day the main line received to 

prepare itself for the enemy was precious, MacArthurIs failure here is 

sign if icant, 

In summary, the covering force action at Layac was handled poorly, 

Artillery, antiaircraft artillery, tanks, and engineers were tnisued--or more 

accurately, not used. Command relations with tanks and self-propelled artillery 

were unworkable, Although Selleck's guns did land the first blows, his artillery 

battalions lost eleven of twenty-four guns. There was a lack of determination in 

several 31st Infantry units, and two company commanders were relieved of 

command, Selleck's failure to outpost his own lines is difficult to understand. 

.Most damning, however, is the fact that the covering force broke contact and 

allowed the enemy uncontested approach to the main line. The American 

command was admittedly in a defensive and almost defeatist mood by then, and 

t is a poor reflection its possible no one thought to continue the delay. If so, 

on the commanders. 

For some reason, I1 Corps left Selleck's force out on a limb. The corps 

could have provided a modest number of engineers, antiaircraft guns, and 

155mm's. Admittedly, I1 Corps had just set up shop, having expanded from its 

division-sized South Luzon Force configuration to' a four-division corps, and its 

priority was to build a main line of resistance,'no't bother with a division-level 

delay. The physical assets existed, command channdslt to* order these assets to 

Selleck existed, and time to get them there'cexistCd'l y All' things considered, the 

kudos must go to the Japanese. The batt1e:'was 3 'nicetiexample of a numerically 

inferior, better trained Japanese force ' profe~sional1l l"evi~t ing a larger, less 

well-trained force from a moderately strong position'. 18 
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R e g i m e n t a l  a n d  B a t t a l i o n  D e f e n s e  

a t  M a b a t a n g ,  11-12 J a n u a r y  

Analys is  

"The mission of the  Infantry in sustained defense is, with the  support of 

the other arms, to stop the  enemy by f ire  in front of the batt le  position, to 

repel his assault by c l o s e  combat if he reaches it, and t o  e j e c t  him by 

counterattack in case he enters  it.1t19 T h e  5 7 t h  I n f a n t r y ' s  d e f e n s e  of t h e  

M a b a t a n g  pos i t ion  w a s  t h e  most  c l a s s i c  a n d  d o c t r i n a l l y  sound of a l l  d e f e n s e s  on 

B a t a a n .  T h e  r e g i m e n t  had  t i m e  to e s t a b l i s h  t h e  posi t ion,  a n d  its f l a n k s  w e r e  

s e c u r e ;  t h e  r i g h t  stopped a t  Mani la  B a y  whi le  t h e  l e f t  l inked  w i t h  t h e  4 1 s t  

Division. As a resu l t ,  i t  could  o p e r a t e  a c l a s s i c a l  d e f e n s e  w h e n  t h e  J a p a n e s e  

s t r u c k .  

T h i s  was t h e  only b a t t l e  on B a t a a n  w h e r e  A m e r i c a n  troops ( a l b e i t  

Scouts) w i t h  A m e r i c a n  o f f i c e r s  f o u g h t  s u c h  a d e f e n s i v e  s e t - p i e c e  b a t t l e .  T h e  

Scouts had  s t a n d a r d  A m e r i c a n  w e a p o n s  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of 60mm m o r t a r  

ammuni t ion ;  t h e  m o r t a r s  w e r e  a v a i l a b l e ,  b u t  n o t  a s i n g l e  round of ammuni t ion  

w a s  a v a i l a b l e  a n y w h e r e  in  t h e  Phi l ippines .  T h e  81mm m o r t a r s  had  to f i r e  75mm 

S t o k e s  i n o r t a r  rounds  b e c a u s e  of a s e v e r e  s h o r t a g e  of 8 l m m  ammunit ion.  O t h e r  

b a t t l e s  w e r e  fought with Phi lippine Army s o l d i e r s  who w e r e  i n s u f f i c i e n t l y  

t r a i n e d  to proper ly  u s e  d o c t r i n e .  S u b s e q u e n t  Apr i l  d e f e n s i v e  a c t i o n s  f o u g h t  by 

t h e  5 7 t h  I n f a n t r y  \mre u n d e r t a k e n  d u r i n g  t h e  c o l l a p s e  of t h e  B a t a a n  a r m y  when 

s t a r v a t i o n  a n d  s i c k n e s s  bad so l o w e r e d  e f f i c i e n c y  t h a t  f e w  c o n c l u s i o n s  a b o u t  

d e f e n s i v e  doctrjne can be drawn. 

Final ly .  r c m m e  m a t e r i a l  is p a r t i c u l a r l y  r i c h  at M a b a t a n g ,  so t h e  

b a t t l e  can b e  closely a.na.Jyzed, F ie ld  M a n u a l  7-5, I n f a n t r y  F ie ld  M a n u a l  

O r g a n i z a t i o n  and  Tactics of I n f a n t r y ,  T h e  R i f l e  B a t t a l i o n ,  1940, p r o v i d e d  
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guidance for the battalion level while FM 100-5, Operations, 1941, covered 

regiment and division. Doctrine in these two manuals will be the standard for 

examining the activities at Mabatang. The two manuals were clear and concise. 

FM 100-5 was, by necessity, more general than FM 7-5, but it still gave 

comprehensive guidance. 

!'The defens.e is built  around a ser i e s  o f  tact ica l  local i t ies ,  t h e  retention 

of which will insure the  integrity of  t h e  position.t120 "Infantry units in the  

bat t l e  position a r e  generally employed in two echelons: a holding garrison 

designed for the  immediate de fense  of a position; and a reserve.  The ent ire  

strength of smaller units (companies and platoons) may b e  devoted-  to holding 

missions.t121 The term "holding mission" is one of the few remaining in 1941 

which  carries obvious World War I connotations. "A substantial portion of the  

larger infantry units <battalion and regiment> is usually held in mobile 

reserve."22 The 57th Infantry followed this guidance to the letter by employing 

two battalions forward and one in reserve. The 1st Battalion on the right had 

two companies up and one in reserve, as did the 3rd Battalion on the left, As 

the battle developed, t h e  forward companies fought holding actions per 

doctrine. The reserve 2nd Battalion manned the outpost line of resistance and 

occupied the regimental reserve line. The reserve companies in each battalion 

occupied the battalion reserve line. Once thet outpo'st line of resistance was 

driven in, the entire 2nd Battalion would be avaiPabTk as 'a foot-mobile reserve. 

Each of the main line of resistance torn$anl'esidepIoyed two platoons up 

and one in reserve, with the exception of 'Pl?e9?-e~hentfs r i g h t  flank company 

that had all three platoons on line. This eompan)zr;had'<the 'wl'dest company front 

in the regiment, but it was also behind large !fish hn'dsl'vSith water so deep and 

mud so thick that an enemy attack would be very:difficult. Therefore, it was i n  

accordance with FM 7-5 which states that, "Wide frontages  are  permissible 
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where t h e  hostile approach is  exposed to observation and f ire  over a long 

distance. Obstacles along the  front of the  main line of resistance permit 

increase of frontage."23 Every  o the r  company r e t a ined  a reserve ,  and  as events 

developed,  i t  proved t h e  proper  deployment. F ron tages  averaged ,  by doc t r ine ,  

200-400 ya rds  for  a platoon,  400-600 fo r  a company, 800-1,500 fo r  a ba t ta l ion ,  

and  2,000-3,000 fo r  a regiment. A t  Mabatang,  t h e  57th  Infan t ry  was within e a c h  

of t h e  ave rages  with e a c h  leve l  of command. 24 

'+Boundaries in the  defense  usually fall between crit ical  localities so as 

not  to divide responsibility for their defense  or that of the  principal avenues of 

approach. The  1s t  Ba t t a l ion  had ful l  responsibility for  t h e  E a s t  Road,  and  

t h e  3rd Bat ta l ion  blocked t h e  infan t ry  avenue  of approach  wes t  of t h e  road. 

When the  J a p a n e s e  a t t a c k e d ,  t he i r  main e f f o r t  was aga ins t  I Company. The re  

was  no d i f f icu l ty  b e t w e e n  ba t ta l ion  boundaries. 

Although t h e  de fense  seeks  t o  act by surpr ise ,  and  a l though eve ry  

e f f o r t  is made  to keep  t h e  enemy in doubt  as to  t h e  loca t ion  of t h e  main line, 

t h e  57th  Infan t ry  followed th is  pr inciple  to a fault.26 In order  to keep  ae r i a l  

photos  from pinpointing his line, t h e  reg imenta l  commander  fo rbade  any cu t t ing  

of t h e  l a rge  sugar  cane field to t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  3rd Bat ta l ion.  FM 7-5 was, to 

b e  sure ,  very  spec i f ic ,  for i t  s t a t e d ,  "Protection must not b e  sought at the  

expense of disclosing dispositionsc Unmasked defensive dispositions will be  

promptly neutralized, if rst destr~yed, by superior host i le  means of action. ' 7 7  

But  fa i lure  to c u t  t h e  cme was a fa i lure  of t h e  regimental  commander ,  no t  of 

doc t r ine .  The  c a n e  couldL h a v e  been cat without  disclosing spec i f i c  foxholes, 

lines, and positiorlt, zLttiwAh iL,lm-$t k v e  disclosed t h e  genera l  t r a c e  of t h e  

main l ine  along fhls one ma! l  +xxiicn. T h e  o t h e r  o f f i ce r s  of t h e  regiment  knew 

wha t  needed  to be :!we, ku! h e y  coulc not convince  the i r  commander. T h e  

ex i s t ence  of t h e  c o x e a i i n g  c a w  so close to t h e  main l ine  was  t h e  principal 
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reason for the enemy's success i n  storming I Company. 

Anti-tank doctrine was relatively new to the Army, but even so, the 

manuals were reasonably concise and helpful on the matter. "Full advantage 

must b e  taken of natural  obstacles which give protection against  tanks."28 The 

fish ponds in front of the 1st Battalion blocked tanks access there, but the 

center and le f t  of the regiment were vulnerable. Engineers blew bridges over 

the streams running i n  front of the main line, and they placed a small number of 

anti-tank mines--actually cases of TNT--across the most likely tank approaches. 

There were insff icient engineer assets to build anti-tank ditches and obstacles. 

"Battalion ant i tank weapons a r e  usually emplaced in firing positions in close 

proximity to t h e  main l ine of resistance. Regimental weapons a r e  preferably 

emplaced near  a mask in t h e  rear  of t h e  main line of resistance. . Although 

doctrine refers to "battalion antitank weapons" and "battalion antitank 

platoons," a reorganization had occurred in the Philippines that had 

concentrated al l  the 37mm guns into a regimental Anti-tank Company. Even 

though doctrine had been somewhat outdated by evenbts, i t  was s t i l l  applicable. 

Guns of the regiment's Anti-tank Company were employed in depth; one platoon 

sat behind a destroyed bridge near the main line and covered fields of f i re as 

f lat  as a pool table, and a second platoon set up deep in the regimental sector 

to defend against any sudden breakthroughs,.. The Scouts were very sensitive to 

the tank threat and took most every step -pclssib&e t o  counter it. With the 

exception of a single armored car that the Scaut~~,destrdyed, no armor threat 

materialized, so the anti-tank defenses werernot- t&te?)d<.-~ 
30 

"The b a t t l e  position is pro tec ted  ' b y  outposts whose mission is to 

provide time for  t h e  main force  to prepare i tsel€# for- combat, to deceive t h e  

enemy as to t h e  location of t h e  b a t t l e  position, to force  ear ly  deployment by 

t h e  enemy, and to provide a deeper view within t h e  terrain over which t h e  

79 



a t t a c k e r  will advance.t131 Wnless otherwise directed by higher commanders, 

outposts  hold their  position. The combat act ion of an  outpost is subject t o  t h e  

general  procedures governing t h e  act ion of a defensive force  deployed on a 

wide front.1132 ltFully organized outposts a r e  established by regiments and larger 

units and a r e  ordinarily located beyond t h e  range of infantry weapons...combat 

outposts as a rule comprise one  or more platoons usually selected from t h e  

battalion reserve, under a commander designated by t h e  battalion 

commander.tt33 The 57th Infantry established an outpost line of resistance with 

two platoons from G Company, part of t h e  reserve 2nd Battalion. F!M 100-5 

does not give guidance as to the strength of a regiment's outpost line of 

resistance. The regiment's outpost line was more than 2,000 yards north of the 

main line--beyond the range of i'nfantry weapons--one platoon on each side of 

the main north-south road leading into the regiment's line. Battalions did not 

have combat outposts forward of the main line of resistance. On the afternoon 

of 10 January, the Japanese probed the line, inflicted twenty casualties on the 

Scouts, and convinced the outpost commander to withdraw, without receiving 

permission from regimental headquarters which was controlling the outpost 

line. 44 

The regiment realized i t  would lose observation and early warning if 

the outpost line \\rag riot replaced. After first light on 11 January, a platoon of 

fresh Scouts supported by a platoon of machine guns moved through the main 

line and spread o ~ t  behind a mal l  river about 1,700 yards north of the main 

line. But the J'ipmese pushed again; and the outpost line received permission to 

reenter friendiy lines. Althcugb &&rii-ie was sound, and although it was specific 

(with the excqtion ips to vtrprr6u.t~osl line's size) the actions of the outpost 

commander-a lieuieiian i--ritgated whatever value the line might have had. It 

did not force the enemy to deploy, and it did not deceive the enemy as to the 
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loca t ion  of t h e  main line. No doubt  t h e  reason  is t h a t  t h e  l ine  was too weak, 

just t w o  platoons on 10 J a n u a r y  and  ju s t  o n e  platoon t h e  nex t  day,  35 

Once t h e  regimental  ou tpos t  l ine of res i s tance  was dr iven in, t h e  

secu r i ty  mission f e l l  to comba t  ou tpos ts  sent o u t  by t h e  cornpanies on t h e  ma in  

line. L i t t l e  more than  l is tening posts, t h e s e  de tachments ,  of a s i ze  unknown, 

remained forward  of t h e  main l ine  unt i l  d a r k  when heavy J a p a n e s e  movement 

fo rced  them into t h e  main line. These  l is tening posts  succeeded  in pinpointing 

J a p a n e s e  assembly a r e a s  and in calling for  ar t i l lery.  36 

T h e  u l t imate  success  of t h e  57th  Infan t ry  at Mabatang  was  due,  in 

l a rge  par t ,  to the  a r t i l l e ry  suppor t  i t  rece ived ,  both divisional and corps. "The 

corps ar t i l lery has for its principal mission t h e  neutralization or destruction of 

hostile artillery. I t  will also b e  used f o r  interdiction, counterpreparation, and 

f i r e  in f ront  of t h e  outpost position to reinforce t h e  art i l lery of t h e  

d i ~ i s i o n s . l ~ ~ ~  "The arti l lery plan of f i r e  is based primarily upon t h e  execution of 

a counterpreparation to break up or cripple t h e  hostile a t t a c k  before  it can be 

launched. Fire is not opened by t h e  mass of t h e  ar t i l lery until t a rge ts  of 

significant importance are disclosed. I t  is important to take  hostile art i l lery 

under f i r e  at an  ear ly  moment, to interdict  hostile routes  of approach, and t o  

dislocate t h e  hostile system of command and f i r e  control."38 Support ing t h e  

r ight  of I1 Corps '  line, and  in pa r t i cu la r  , t h e  , 5 7 t h  Infan t ry ,  was  t h e  1st 

Bat ta l ion ,  24th Ar t i l l e ry  ( four  2.95-inch and e igh t  ,75mm! guns) in DS, re inforced  

by t h e  2nd Bat ta l ion,  88 th  Ar t i l l e ry  (e ight  75,rnrnLg~n~h8c The 86 th  Art i l lery (a 

s ingle  ba t ta l ion  of 155mm guns) and  t h e  SOl-s,Jj &-:$,4Ug~yy&l52rnn? guns) w e r e  in 

gene ra l  suppor t  of I1 Corps(  line. The  artillery c#idLjan:butS,tanding job of digging 

in and  camouflaging. Despi te  ex tens ive  J a p a n e s e  e f forzs  .to l o c a t e  and shel l  

defending  guns, t h e  J a p a n e s e  fai led miserably t0 suppress  t h e  Scout  and Filipino 

gu nn e r  s. 39 
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"Long-range destruction and interdict ion f i re  is d irected especial ly  on 

sens i t ive  points in t h e  enemy's  rear areas  and on his  l ines  of communications. , 

On 9 January, the fires of the 155mm's were especially effective in 

interrupting what the Japanese had planned as their first attack. The Japanese 

did not know the location of Scout lines, and they stumbled about under 

devastating 155rnm fire trying to find their enemy. Defending artillery also 

blocked supply organizations trying to move south to support the attack. On 10 

January, defending fire drove the Japanese off the East Road and shot them out 

of every house they occupied. It took the Japanese two days before they found 

the Scout main line of resistance, a delay due i n  most part to the artillery fire 

which so badly disrupted their southward movement. 41 

Doctrine suggested that some artillery be placed well forward, generally 

just in the rear of the regimental reserve line.42 But in an unorthodox move, 

the 57th Infantry emplaced a battery of 75mm's on the main line with the 

riflemen of the 3rd Battalion. C Battery, 24th Artillery, burrowed its four  75mm 

cannon into dugout emplacements and prepared to fire against both infantry and 

tanks. Nowhere in FM 6-20, Field Artillery Field Manual Tactics and Technique, 

did doctrine call for guns to be set on the front line. But in this case, fear of 

tanks, and a shortage of. anti-tank guns, overruled doctrine. These 75mms had as 

their primary mission defense against tanks, but they were equally 

well-positioned to h i t  enemy infantry, The remainder of the regiment's direct 

support artillery was  set slightly behind the regiment's reserve line, and i t  

rendered excellent support from .there. Antiaircraft artillery should have been 

deployed initiall-4 to ,protect the preparztion of the main battle position and 

then massed near  the thraa_telied parts of the main line. As with General 

Selleck's covering farce at Layac, the 37th Infantry's area was barren of 

antiaircraft assets; 311 the  gcns were  further south. But unlike Selleck's 
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covering force, absence of antiaircraft guns at  Mabatang did not prove 

significant. 43 

"If the  assembly area for  a t t a c k  of t h e  hostile Infantry is discovered, 

t h e  f i r e  of t h e  mass of t h e  art i l lery and a t t a c k s  by combat aviation are 

directed on t h e  known or suspected assembly "If t h e  enemy succeeds 

in launching his a t t a c k  in spi te  of t h e  counterpreparation, t h e  art i l lery seeks to 

keep him under f i r e  in considerable depth by placing defensive concentrations 

on his advancing a t t a c k  echelons and on his reserves, and by continuing 

counterba t te ry  fire. These fires a r e  delivered on t h e  request of supported unit 

commanders, or of observers following t h e  progress of t h e  at tack.  . C 

Battery, dug in on the main line, fired point blank over open sights at Japanese 

leaving the cane field. A and B batteries hit the sugar cane field f rom which 

the Japanese were attacking. As the battle progressed, I1 Corps brought more 

and more of its general support artillery to the aid of the 57th Infantry. The 

1st Battalion, 24th Artillery (reinforced by the 2nd of the 88th) was already in 

action as was a battery of self-propelled 73mm mounts and a battery of 

155mmIs. I1 Corps gave the 57th Infantry another battery of self-propel ed 

mounts, two more batteries of 155mm5, and another battery of 75mm towed. 

This massing of fires in  front of a single infantry battalion was critical to the 

success of the defense, The Japanese that entered Sco'ut lines were cut off 

from their support, and reinforcements were unable rto push their way through 

the very heavy fires falling between the' can'B;:fierdlLarid the main line of 

resistance. Happily for the 57th Infantry,*'therk IWe7'e %Y&mpeting demands for 

artillery from other infantry units, so I1 'Cot$& CoQI'd afford to mass what 

totalled eleven batteries of artillery in support '01 a' sihg1e"infantt-y battalion. 46 

"If the  enemy succeeds in e f fec t ing  a close approach to t h e  main line 

of resistance, all  close-in prearranged fires a r e  released...If t h e  enemy assaults, 
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he is met with r i f le  f ire,  grenades, and  "A unit entrusted 

with t h e  defense of a tac t ica l  locality under no circumstances abandons it 

unless authorized to d o  by higher authority.ff48 T h e  main t h r u s t  of t h e  J a p a n e s e  

a s s a u l t  c e n t e r e d  on t h e  3rd B a t t a l i o n ' s  I Company.  T h e  J a p a n e s e  s w a m p e d  t h e  

d e f e n s i v e  w i r e  and pushed i n t o  t h e  Scout f o x h o l e  l ine,  w o u n d e d  t h e  c o m p a n y  

c o m m a n d e r ,  o v e r r a n  b o t h  f lanks ,  a n d  m a d e  a smal l  p e n e t r a t i o n  in  t h e  c e n t e r .  As 

t h e  n i g h t  progressed ,  f o r t y - p e r c e n t  of t h e  l ine  w a s  los t ,  t h e  a c t i n g  c o m p a n y  

c o m m a n d e r  w a s  kil led,  a n d  a t h i r d  of t h e  S c o u t s  w e r e  wounded o r  kil led.  T h e  

reserve p l a t o o n  a d v a n c e d  to h e l p  t h e  c o m p a n y  f o r m  a p e r i m e t e r  d e f e n s e .  B u t  a t  

n o  t i m e  did c o m p a n y  l e a d e r s h i p  r e q u e s t  permission to w i t h d r a w ,  n o r  did 

b a t t a l i o n  or r e g i m e n t a l  h e a d q u a r t e r s  c o n s i d e r  a w i t h d r a w a l .  I t  n e v e r  s e e m e d  to 

e n t e r  a n y o n e ' s  mind to c o n s i d e r  a w i t h d r a w a l .  As half of , t h e  3 r d  B a t t a l i o n ' s  

holding g a r r i s o n ,  t h e  c o m p a n y  did its job of holding. And b e c a u s e  t h e y  held,  t h e  

J a p a n e s e  fa i led .  A m o r e  f l e x i b l e  d o c t r i n e  t h a t  a l l o w e d  w i t h d r a w a l s  on c o m p a n y  

i n i t i a t i v e  might  h a v e  c o l l a p s e d  t h e  e n t i r e  l ine.  49 

'ISuch local countera t tacks  must b e  launched during t h e  period of 

temporary confusion and disorganization which occurs  when t h e  at tacking troops 

have en tered  t h e  position and have not  had time to reorganize and establish 

themselves. This period is relatively short. Consequently, t h e  countera t tack  
50 must be delivered without delay, on t h e  init iative of t h e  local commander." 

"If the enemy succeeds in ter ing the position, t h e  defender seeks to 

s t rengthen and hold ah h e  gap and countera t tack  t h e  penetrating 

elements from the Plan4 . -  rat?%. %than a t t e m p t  to close t h e  gap  by throwing 

troops across  t h e  head of In t h e  5 7 t h  I n f a n t r y ' s  case, t h i s  

d o c t r i n e  p r o v e d  sound, b u t  i d s r i n g  t h e  c o n f u s i o n  e x i s t i n g  o n  t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d  

a n d  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  small en7my p e n e t r a t i o n ,  it w a s  impossible  to c o u n t e r a t t a c k  a 

f lank .  All t h e  b a t t a l i o n  r e s e r v e  (I, Company)  c o u l d  d o  was a d v a n c e  u n t i l  i t  m a d e  
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contact, then fight whatever portion of the enemy they found. 

"Regimental reserves are primarily intended for counterattack of 

penetrating elements and flank defense of the regimental sector...Approaches to 

prospective departure positions and flank lines of resistance are reconnoitered 
52 as well as the terrain between departure positions and the combat echelon." 

'Counterattack plans are arranged to meet various situations. Details are 

usually prepared by the reserve commander.f153 At 0300 hours on 12 January, 

the regimental operations officer alerted the reserve 2nd Battalion to prepare E 

Company for possible commitment to the 3rd Battalion's area. The situation was 

still unclear, and there was not enough room for an entire battalion to 

counterattack, so regiment decided to send one company. As described earlier, 

plans had already been prepared and reconnaissances made, so commitment of 

part of the regimental reserve was smooth. 

"General reserves may be called upon to relieve units on the battle 

position, participate in a major counterattack or counteroffensive, extend the 

flanks of the battle position, or occupy a rear position.1154 I1 Corps headquarters 

was concerned about the fighting in front of the 57th Infantry. If the Japanese 

broke through the East Road defenses, the entire I1 Corps center and left, 

consisting of two divisions, would be bypassed and trapped in the mountains. So 

II Corps had good reason to reinforce the 57th Inlantfy;J'II Corps released from 

its reserve the two-battalion 21st In fan t ry ' (~~ss ' ' ' r eg~~~; ;~a€ ,  headquarters) and 

attached it to the 57th Infantry. The FilipihoS aht'&e&'bki on'12 January, met 

with guides, and marched up to their l i n t  &&&h&?"Tt%'\? fob was to evict 

the Japanese from the penetration thdy*'d%l he'ld ' in  !ir'&dpTny4s area. More 

realistically, they could replace the scout tiat.falion's:'-on'.t)re' "main line and free 

them to maneuver against subsequent Japanese, a t t i ck .  

'. , (,., <$ , . . 
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At 0600 hours on 13 January, the 2nd Battalion, 21st Infantry attacked 
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behind a n  a r t i l l e ry  preparat ion.  Then t h e  3rd Bat ta l ion ,  21s t  Infan t ry  came up 

to help. T h e  f ight ing was  not f ie rce ,  as t h e  Filipinos were  not well enough 

t r a ined  to know how to f ight .  Once  t h e  two  Phi l ippine Army ba t ta l ions  s ta l led ,  

t h e  2nd Bat ta l ion ,  57 th  Infan t ry ,  advanced  through the  Filipinos and closed to 

within 150 yards  of t h e  original main line. T h a t  night, ano the r  I1 Corps  reserve ,  

t h e  22nd Infantry,  joined t h e  57 th  Infantry.  Over  t h e  nex t  f e w  days,  t h e  22nd 

Infant ry  re l ieved  t h e  57th  Infan t ry  from t h e  main line. 5 5  

I1 Corps! use  of reserves  was  e f f ec t ive .  11 Corps  had co r rec t ly  

posi t ioned one  of i t s  bes t  regiments--the 57th  Infantry--on t h e  most c r i t i ca l  

p i ece  of t e r r a i n  along I1 Corps '  line. A f t e r  t h e  Scou t s  absorbed t h e  shock of t h e  

J a p a n e s e  assaul t ,  I1 Corps  nai led down t h e  v ic tory  by adding f i v e  ba t t a l ions  of 

Phi l ippine Army infan t ry  to the  fight. I1 Corps '  only e r ro r  was in not 

withdrawing t h e  57 th  Infan t ry  from t h e  line soon enough to use it in a more 

dec is ive  ac t ion  then  developing along t h e  corps  l e f t  flank. 

Division/Regimental O f f e n s e  

a t  t h e  Abucay Hacienda, 17-22 Janua ry  

Analysis  

T h e  next  major f igh t  concerned  t h e  c o u n t e r a t t a c k  launched by t h e  
~ ' $ j  L ' i ' . / L ,  

Phil ippine Division to r e s to re  I1 Corps!  l e f t  flank. "The conduct of the  defense 
, ) y , J  .. r .,, c-  

must b e  aggressive. I t  must be prepared to t a k e  advantage of errors  or  failures 

on the  p a r t  of t h e  enemy. The  countera t tack  is t h e  decisive element of 

defensive action, I t  .is seldom feasible, t o  hold a defensive position by passive 

resis tance only.bu 54 "If t h e  enemy, has  a t ta ined such success t h a t  local 

commanders a r e  unable t o  eject him, t h e  higher commander must decide whether 

to countera t tack  with reserves at his disposal to res tore  t h e  b a t t l e  position, to 
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cont inue battle on t h e  b a t t l e  position and prevent fur ther  enemy advance, or to 

withdraw to a prepared position in rear.  With his l e f t  flank gone, bu t  with 

t h e  c e n t e r  of his I1 Corps  l ine temporar i ly  s tab i l ized  by t h e  hard-fighting 41s t  

Division, Gene ra l  Pa rke r  decided to c o u n t e r a t t a c k  with t h e  newly ar r ived  

Phi l ippine Division. T h e  Phi l ippine Division had been kept  in USAFFE re se rve  

(minus t h e  57th Infan t ry  a t  Mabatang)  because  i t  was t h e  only division in t h e  

a rmy a b l e  to maneuver  offensively. Gene ra l  Pa rke r  hoped to r e s to re  t h e  or iginal  

51st Division l ine  t h e  morning of 17 January .  Rece iv ing  t h e  c o u n t e r a t t a c k  

orders sometime a f t e r  noon on t h e  16th,  Brigadier Genera l  Maxon S. Lough, t h e  

Phi l ippine Division commander, led t w o  of his t h r e e  reg iments  toward  t h e  ba t t l e .  

Lough planned for  his two-regiment  a t t a c k  to start the  morning of t h e  17th. 58 

"The purpose of offensive act ion is t h e  destruction of t h e  hostile armed 

forces. To fac i l i t a te  t h e  accomplishment of this purpose t h e  commander selects  

a physical objective such as a body of troops, dominating terrain,  a center  of 

lines of communication, o r  o ther  vital area in t h e  hosti le rear for  his attack.qq59 

Genera l  Pa rke r  es tab l i shed  a physical ob jec t ive ,  t h e  abandoned main l ine  of 

r e s i s t ance  of t h e  51st Division. Once  t h e  main l ine  was  res tored ,  a Philippine 

Army division would re l ieve  t h e  Amer icans  and Scouts. Unfortunately for  t h e  

t roops  abou t  to a t t a c k ,  in te l l igence  abou t  t h e  enemy was near ly  nil, and  t h e  

31s t  Infan t ry  went  into action completely unaware  of enemy dispositions. Nor 

did they  know much more about  t h e  terrain...' ?heir c r u d e  maps were  almost  

worthless. 
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I'Sound tac t ica l  maneuver i n .  the offense is racter ized by a 

concentrat ion of e f f o r t  in a direction w1-i urk t h e  a t ta inment  

of t h e  objective. On t h e  remainder of the frani a r e  used only t h e  minimum 
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means necessary to deceive t h e  enemy and to hinder his maneuver to oppose the 
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main attack."61 Here t h e  American command commit ted  o n e  of i t s  most  ser ious 
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mistakes  of t h e  e n t i r e  campaign. USAFFE and I1 Corps  fa i led  to mass suf f ic ien t  , 

power to accomplish the i r  aim--that of res tor ing  t h e  l e f t  f lank of I1 Corps '  main 

line. Comba t  power was avai lable ,  bu t  no  one  massed i t  where  t h e  J a p a n e s e  

were making the i r  main e f for t .  Three  major e r r o r s  were  commit ted.  

F i r s t ,  and  perhaps  most  important ,  bo th  t h e  31s t  and  45th  Infan t ry  were  

to have  a t t a c k e d ,  b u t  t h e  45th  Infantry,  coming out of a r e se rve  position in I 

Corps ,  los t  i t s  way during t h e  night approach  march and  was  not in position 

when morning dawned.  T h e  th ick  vege ta t ion  and  broken te r ra in ,  which unt i l  now 

had so f r u s t r a t e d  t h e  Japanese ,  had turned  wi th  a vengance  upon t h e  defenders .  

Suf f ic ien t  t ime had ex i s t ed  for  t h e  45th  Infan t ry  to rendezvous  with t h e  31s t  

Infan t ry  had t h e  Scou t  reg iment  marched  during the  day, b u t  .it t r ied  to move 

only at night so as to avoid enemy a i r  a t t a c k s  and ae r i a l  reconnaissance.  As a 

resu l t ,  ins tead  of t w o  reg iments  ab reas t ,  only one would b e  in position t o  

a t t a c k .  The re  was not t ime now to wai t  for  t h e  45th Infantry,  and  a card ina l  

e r r o r  was about  to b e  commited. The  c o u n t e r a t t a c h  became  a p iecemeal  

commitment  of t h e  best t roops  on Bataan .  62 

Second,  t h e  Phi l ippine Division's th i rd  in fan t ry  regiment ,  t h e  57 th  

Infan t ry ,  could h a v e  joined t h e  c o u n t e r a t t a c k ,  bu t  it remained on  t h e  now-quiet 

Mabatang  f ront .  S t a r t i ng  on 13 January ,  t h e  57th  Infan t ry  began  withdrawning 

f rom the  main l ine  of r e s i s t ance  once Philippine Army ba t t a l ions  a r r ived  as 

reinforcements .  The re fo re ,  t h e  reg iment  was reasonably available. Admit tedly,  

t h e  J a p a n e s e  a t  Mabatang  cont inued  to pressure  the  Phi l ippine Army ba t t a l ions  

now holding t h e  main line, b u t  th i s  a c t i v i t y  c e a s e d  a f t e r  16 Janua ry ,  From 16 

J a n u a r y  unt i l  t h e  wi thdrawal  of I1 Corps to t h e  r e se rve  b a t t l e  position on 24 
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January, th i s  regiment  was unemployed. Had I1 Corps  been  more  risk-oriented or 

had fol lowed doc t r ine  by adding t h e  57 th  Infan t ry  to t h e  31s t  and  45th at t h e  

Abucay Hacienda, t h e s e  t h r e e  reg iments  might have  s topped  t h e  Japanese .  Never 

I .r I 

1 .. \ -  

88 



during t h e  e n t i r e  Phi l ippine campaign did t h e  Phi l ippine Division o p e r a t e  as a n  

en t i ty .  I t  was  a lways  parce l led  out by individual reg iment  and thereby  lost i t s  

synerg is t ic  possibilities. 

Third, I1 Corps  f a i l ed  to properly r ede f ine  t h e  c o u n t e r a t t a c k ' s  ob jec t ive  

o n c e  t h e  original plan wen t  awry. When t h e  45th Infan t ry  a r r ived  and  a t t a c k e d  

on 18 January ,  two ba t t a l ions  r eached  the i r  ob jec t ive  aga ins t  ex t remely  l ight  

opposition. These  t w o  ba t ta l ions ,  on  t h e  r ight  of t h e  heavily-engaged 31s t  

Infan t ry ,  t h e n  sat and did nothing for  s ix  days  until I1 Corps  withdrew,  Here 

aga in  i s  a fai lure  of e i t h e r  t h e  Phi l ippine Division staff or  of I1 Corps. Once it 

became  appa ren t  t he  objec t ive  was secured and enemy resistance nearly 

non-exis tent ,  t w o  courses  of action w e r e  available: one, cont inuing t h e  attack 

beyond . t h e  main line, o r  two,  rep lac ing  these  two e l i t e  Scou t  ba t ta l ions  with 

Phi l ippine Army uni ts  in a n  economy of f o r c e  role. A t t ack ing  beyond t h e  main 

fine with only t w o  ba t t a l ions  was f a r  too aggress ive  to even  be considered by 

t h e  Americans. But  shif t ing t h e  t w o  ba t t a l ions  wes t  was wel l  within t h e  realm 

of possibility, Su f f i c i en t  Phi l ippine Army ba t t a l ions  ex i s t ed  to r ep lace  the  45th  

Infan t ry ,  fo r  I1 Corps  was using t w o  en t i r e  Philippine Army divisions--the 21s t  

and  3lst--as "f i re  brigades" behind t h e  41s t  Division. The  switching of these  

Phi l ippine Army ba t t a l ions  from p lace  to p l ace  was incredibly confusing, b u t  

with the i r  help, t h e  41s t  Division did hold. A reg iment  or  more  of these  uni t s  

could easily have  rep laced  t h e  two  45 th  In'fantry ba t t a l ions  and  reoccupied t h e  

main l ine  positions here. ba t ta f ions  could have  joined t h e  

s ing le  ba t ta l ion  of t h e  reg iment  on 't 

f ight ing was  in progress. 
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Doct r ine  ex is ted  in FM 100- such  a possibility. 

"In offens ive  combat, a relief may b e  necessary to eont inue . ' the  momentum of 

the  at tack  with fresh or more experienced troops; to change the  direction of 
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the  attack,  or to extend an envelopment; or to initiate a strong offensive on a 

front wheee stabilization has existed.f163 B u t  n o  one t o o k  action, a n d  t h e  1st 

and 2nd b a t t a l i o n s ,  4 5 t h  Infan t ry- -one  t h i r d  of t h e  f o r c e s  c o m m i t t e d  to t h e  

c o u n t e r a t t a c k - - p l a y e d  n o  f u r t h e r  p a r t  in t h e  week-long f igh t .  Nor w e r e  a n y  

P h i l i p p i n e  A r m y  t r o o p s  moved to t h e  c o r p s  l e f t  f l a n k  to s u p p o r t  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e  

Division. C o r p s  r e c o r d s  are e x t r e m e l y  sparse, a n d  P h i l i p p i n e  Division r e c o r d s  

c o n c e r n  u n i t  movements ,  not decis ions.  So no r e a s o n  c a n  be o f f e r e d  f o r  t h i s  

s t r i k i n g  f a i l u r e  to mass. I t  i s  q u i t e  poss ib le  n o  one r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y .  

A m e r i c a n  commanders - -espec ia l ly  a t  I1 Corps-were  "CP bound" a n d  hard ly  e v e r  

w e n t  f o r w a r d  to see t h e  b a t t l e .  A l t h o u g h  no reason  can be o f f e r e d  f o r  t h e  

f a i l u r e  to mass,  t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h i s  f a i l u r e  are eas i ly  i d e n t i f i e d .  D o c t r i n e  s t a t e d  

t h a t  o p e n  f l a n k s  are highly v u l n e r a b l e  a n d  t h a t  t h e  best s e c u r i t y  i s  to k e e p  the 

e n e m y  so heavi ly  involved  t h a t  h e  had  n o  t i m e  or  m e a n s  a v a i l a b l e  to e n d a n g e r  

t h e  s u c c e s s  of t h e  a t t a c k .  B e c a u s e  t h e  e n e m y  w a s  not p r e s s e d  e n o u g h  by t h e  

31st I n f a n t r y ,  t h e  J a p a n e s e  s u c c e e d e d  in  t u r n i n g  t h e  c o r p s 1  l e f t  f l a n k  w i t h  an 

e n t i r e  reg iment .  If t h e  A m e r i c a n  c o u n t e r a t t a c k  had  b e e n  m o r e  powerfu l ,  i t  

might  h a v e  p inned  t h i s  r e g i m e n t  a n d  p r e v e n t e d  t h e  e n c i r c l i n g  movement .  6 4  

D e s p i t e  all t h e s e  problems,  t h e  A m e r i c a n  31st I n f a n t r y  was r e a d y  to 

a t t a c k  t h e  morning of 17  3ar,ilary. B e c a u s e  t h e  A m e r i c a n s  m o v e d  i n t o  a n  a r e a  

on w h i c h  e n e m y  d ispos i t ;ons  w w e  unknown,  t h e  r e g i m e n t a l  c o m m a n d e r  did n o t  

s p e c i f y  a main a?tack, liz'\Y1iBe:!h 1% is impracticable .to determine initially when or 

where the  main attack is.,.%o h a  .madep the commander retains his freedom to act 

by disposing his Imw~i.cifi; g't@aB, .dep.th, I by holding out strong reserves, and by 

maintaining c;osc ml'atrtib:-rif his., suppertjng ~ e a p 0 n s . I ~ ~ ~  B e c a u s e  C o l o n e l  S t e e l  

k n e w  so little of %he cnemy.-:.:f g his 31st I n f a n t r y ,  h e  c h o s e  to a t t a c k  w i t h  

two battalions i-lp ail2 one in T C S E W ~ ,  So u n c l e a r  was t h e  e n e m y ' s  d i spos i t ions  

t h a t  t h e  in i t ia l  advmcc: was rlx9rc3 a m o v e m e n t  to c o n t a c t  t h a n  a n  a t t a c k .  No 
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a r t i l l e ry  prepara t ion  was  f i r ed  e i the r  because  the  a r t i l l e ry  support ing t h e  

reg iment  had not a r r ived  o r  because  t a r g e t s  could not b e  loca ted .  

"The initial s t rength and location of t h e  reserve will vary with its 

contemplated missions, t h e  type of maneuver, possible hostile reaction, and 

clar i ty  of t h e  situation. A f t e r  t h e  a t t a c k  is launched, t h e  reserve and t h e  f i res  

of supporting arms a r e  t h e  principal means available to t h e  commander for 

shaping t h e  course of act ion and for  enforcing favorable decision. The primary 

mission of t h e  reserve is to e n t e r  t he  act ion offensively at t h e  proper place and 

moment to clinch t h e  victory.tt66 "As f a r  as pract icable  t h e  reserve is sent  in 

by complete  units. Reinforcement by driblets is avoided.'t67 Although Colonel  

S t ee l  r e t a ined  a s i zeab le  reserve--a full bat ta l ion--he sur rendered  th i s  

a d v a n t a g e  a t  t h e  end of t h e  f i r s t  day by using o n e  r i f le  company to tie t h e  left 

and  r ight  ba t ta l ions  back toge the r  aga in  a f t e r  they  d iverged  during t h e  day ' s  

a t t a c k .  The  remainder of t h e  ba t ta l ion  w a s  commit ted t h e  next  day  in t h e  

c e n t e r  for t h e  same  reason. He re inforced  fa i lure ,  h e  re inforced  his l ine  by 

dr ib le t s ,  and  h e  re fused  to swing r ight  or Ieft with his r e se rve  bat ta l ion.  

Colonel  Steel thereby  v io la ted  a lmost  eve ry  t e n e t  of r e s e r v e  doc t r ine .  

"The best  guarantee  for success in t h e  a t t a c k  is e f fec t ive  cooperation 

between t h e  troops in t h e  a t t a c k  echelon, t h e  supporting art i l lery,  and any 

supporting combat aviation.t'68 With t h e  addi t ion:  of; t h e L  45th  Infan t ry  to t h e  

a t t a c k  on 18 Janua ry ,  I1 Corps  h a d ,  commiyjedsr;8\XIt' i t t : w m l d  commit to t h e  

c o u n t e r a t t a c k ,  And despi te  s ingular-  sumxi%.& 7 b ~ i  d%t,soke. 45th  Infan t ry  

ba t ta l ion  to hi t  t h e  enemy's main strengitd~$thes& Gnrps5-durakra t tack  can be 

cons idered  a fa i lure  as of 18 January.. ~O&xUahth M n b i g h d x a w t h i s  judgment  b e  

made. At  t h e  t ime,  no  one knew what  was hap@eningriorL7what would happen. So 

for  four  more days, 11 Corps  and  t h e  €?hilippine rDivision t r ied  to des t roy  t h e  

Japanese ,  but  e a c h  of fens ive  e f f o r t  was bungled by t h e  Amer icans  or shot  a p a r t  
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by the Japanese. On 22 January, the Japanese regained the initiative, and the 

Philippine Division assumed a defensive stance. The failure to fight well had 

more to do with American leadership than with anything else. In the three 

months before the war, the experienced squad leaders, platoon leaders, and ~ 

company commanders had been pulled out of their units to cadre the Philippine 

Army,  and the 31st Infantry never recovered from this raid on its leaders. 

"Coordination is assured by command and staff visits to subordinates to 

see that orders are understood and are being carried out,"69 Throughout the 

entire battle, and the Bataan campaign for that matter, the American 

commanders and their staffs at  regiment, division, corps seem to have 

universally violated this precept. I have not found a single document which even 

suggests that anyone f rom Corps or USAFFE wen t  forward to see the battle at 

the Abucay Hacienda. All  meetings and orders were at  regiment and division 

CPs. Recollections of the front line company commanders fail to recall a single 

instance of regiment or division commanders or staffs coming forward to visit 

them. At least one company commander complained that even the battalion 

commander failed to come forward. Three company corninanders actually voted 

on whether or not to attack. In I Corps, General Wainwright was already famous 

for touring the foxholes under enemy fire, but similar activity did not exist in I1 

Corps. And the failure ta respond to opportunities can be blamed on the 

absence of decision rnalters f r o m  thq action. 70 

"In affemiva cqeratjans, the mass of available means for defense 

against air, . ..a..gtr9ck~ is& d?ap~s~?d favor the main attack.f171 Although 

antiaircraft doctpine - w+~,~ye+s~n\ab,!y sophisticated i n  1941, i t  was hardly ever 

followed on Rataan. Not one antiaircraft gun supported the Philippine Division's 

counterattack, m-, as k k d t  as< ca? , h e  determined, were any antiaircraft units 

anywhere near the m i - *  line c.f resl:;:arlce. They were all in  the army's service 
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command protecting airfields, ,command posts, and supplies. Enemy air became 

very active once the Japanese realized they were under attack, but the 

Americans had only small arms to defend themselves. The Japanese attack of 22 

January made extensive use of aircraft, and they were totally unopposed by any 

American antiaircraft guns. Scout and Filipino artillery were finding i t  

increasingly difficult to fire without being smothered by Japanese 

counter-battery directed by aerial spotters. 

Corps Withdrawal, 23-26 January 

Analysis 

The result of all the difficulties experienced a t  the Abucay Hacienda 

was a stalemate along I1 Corps1 left flank. General Sutherland visited Bataan 

and recommended to MacArthur that an immediate withdrawal to the Reserve 

Batt'le Position be undertaken. "A withdrawal from action i s  the operation of 

breaking off combat with a hostiIe force. The general purpose of the operation 

is to regain or preserve freedom of action.1172 After expending the 31st and 

45th Infantry in an unsuccessful counterattack, I1 Corps did not have 

sufficiently trained or mobile forces with which to fight a mobile defense along 

its left flank. Nor could the vast majorit,y'of ifs .forces fight a successful 

offensive action to evict the Japanese whe&ve8'ctF;'ey'%dght 4wrfound. When the 

31st and 45th Infantry proved unable-i'& t$&?t&C$SQEi O@@PE:~keft flank, the 

Japanese gained entrance to the corps reari'ft9rss;lsrib ti>l rd#BiiVer .offensively, the 

corps had to regain its freedom o f i - . . ~ c ~ i 6 ' ~ C c l ~ ~ ~ . ~ . ~ i i i r $ . "  t6'.r:a'..naw position and 

assuming the defense once again. : , . : r  ..,I .T,' ct , - i7  - . , y  , ! 

ItA daylight withdrawal usually .itivdNes;'such. heavy losses and so great 

a degree of disorganization that i t  is preferable far 'large units to hold out at 
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all costs until nightfall and e f f e c t  the  withdrawal under the cover  of 

darkness.1173 Because  of J a p a n e s e  con t ro l  of t h e  air ,  t h e r e  never  was any 

cons idera t ion  given to a dayl ight  withdrawal .  However, some of t h e  movement  

had to ex tend  in to  t h e  dayl ight  hours simply because  of t h e  d is tances  to be  

cove red  and  t h e  necess i ty  for  foot movement. On t h e  f i r s t  full day  of t h e  

wi thdrawal ,  dayl ight  of 25 January ,  J apanese  a i r c r a f t  in f l ic ted  s igni f icant  

wounds on t h e  r e t r e a t i n g  a rmy and de layed  i t s  march  south. But  by then,  it was  

too l a t e  for  t h e  J a p a n e s e  to s t o p  t h e  withdrawal .  

"As a rule, only rearward echelons can be withdrawn successfully by 

day."74 "Prompt starting of trains to the  new areas, evacuation of the  wounded, 

removal or destruction of supplies, energet ic  measures for the  maintenance of 

teaf f ie  control, construction of necessary bridges, and preparations for the  

execution of demolitions on the  routes of withdrawal are  of In 

order  to p rese rve  secur i ty ,  no  v io len t  des t ruc t ion  of immobile supplies took 

p l ace  nea r  I1 Corps '  main line. Sugar  was  poured in to  gas t anks  of t h e  vehicles  

which could not b e  moved, somk equipment  was disassembled a n d  buried, and  

even  more was abandoned.  Additionally, t h e  F i lamer ican  fo rces  were  so lightly 

equipped t h a t  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  t h a t  needed  to b e  moved. The Amer icans  were  

successfu l  in concea l ing  the  withdrawal .  Pre-withdrawal  t r a f f i c  was  l ight  

enough t h a t  t h e  J a p a r y s e  ,.did, n D t  ,,realize a withdrawal  was abou t  to s t a r t .  

igh t  withdrawal ,  however ,  was  to prove  

impossible, Th c! but one company of mil i tary police, T h e  

US Army's expeq iqpg-  v&hb c ~ ~ p ~ & ; e ~ ,  ,wit>drawals  ended  in 1865, and none had 

occured  s ince  thpn ith . .. :t:b,e p # . i b ! . ~ .  excep t ion  of t h e  Louis iana Maneuvers  of 

1941). Consider i~ng, ,  . .$!e . .  . 1n~4$i ty ,~~$p p r a c t i c e  corps  withdrawals ,  t h e  vague  

guidance  in FM 1.00-5 ar?d., ,the2 ,1%42 FM 100-15, Larger  Units, i s  not surprising. 

P a r t l y  as a resu!t of vagve doc t r ine  concerning cont ro l  measures  during a 
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withdrawal ,  I1 Corps  exper ienced  major confusion during t h e  march. 

5 u c c e s s f u l  countera t tacks  of ten  c r e a t e  conditions most favorable to 

t h e  withdrawal. Because of their  mobility and fire power, combat aviation and 

mechanized units a r e  especially suited to support  counterattack^.^^^^ I1 Corps  

did not have  fo rces  su i t ab le  for  such  a c o u n t e r a t t a c k .  Although e l emen t s  of t h e  

two t anks  ba t ta l ions  could h a v e  ope ra t ed  aga ins t  t h e  enemy nea r  t h e  E a s t  Road,  

t hey  would have  had to o p e r a t e  wi thout  in fan t ry  support. Any limited 

c o u n t e r a t t a c k  a t  this  t ime would not have  impressed t h e  Japanese ,  and  t h e  

J a p a n e s e  might have  ident i f ied t h e  c o u n t e r a t t a c k  as an  a t t a c k  to cover  a 

withdrawal .  

"The commander who orders  a withdrawal designates a rearward 

position on which t h e  troops will prepare for a renewal of resistance. . .The 

rearward position is se lec ted  at such dis tance t h a t  t h e  enemy will b e  compelled 

to regroup his forces,  displace his art i l lery,  and renew his preparations for 

attack."77 T h e  new Iine was  abou t  nine miles south  of t h e  main b a t t l e  position. 

T h e  J a p a n e s e  would h a v e  to uproot  eve ry  logistical and combat suppor t  ac t iv i ty  

they  had in order  to resume the i r  assaul ts .  An en t i re ly  new b a t t l e  would begin. 

T h e  J a p a n e s e  exper ienced  g r e a t  d i f f icu l t ies  displacing the i r  a r t i l l e ry  and  

suppor t  fo rces  south  a f t e r  I1 Corps  withdrew.  The  major north-south road was a 

wreck,  and defending 155mm guns kept  t h e  ioad under' heavy f i re .  

"The bulk of t h e  art i l lery norrnallyl id"wI[thdr&dn shortly a f t e r  dark, 

moving, as t h e  si tuation dictates ,  to assemb'ly Lpdih'ts;5bhkre march columns a r e  

PO b e  formed or to t h e  support  of a ne&'~dsfidH? i'lM h5bitu;iliy precedes t h e  

Infantry of t h e  main body... The fir3'ic1u8if.. 'tdk(AidhI'inbi.'etfl out of t h e  main 

b a t t l e  position w e r e  t h e  155mm corps  artiflerJlglhKiit's. Thky'tieeded as much time 

as possible to move. It could take up to thehe hours to move a s ingle  155mm 

gun, and  in t h e  301s t  Art i l lery,  t h e r e  were  only e ight  t r a c t o r s  ava i lab le  to pull 
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s ix t een  guns. T h e  guns of corps  a r t i l l e ry  rece ived  pr ior i ty  on t h e  roads and 

began  the i r  movement  south  t h e  night of 23 January .  They  were  reposi t ioned by 

t h e  morning of t h e  25th ready  to suppor t  t h e  withdrawing infantry.  Movement  

of I1 Corps  Ar t i l l e ry  a d a y  be fo re  t h e  infan t ry  withdrew seems to have v io la ted  

doc t r ine ,  bu t  it c a n  be  jus t i f ied  by t h e  t r anspor t a t ion  problem, t h e  poor road 

ne t ,  and  by t h e  rugged t e r r a i n  over  which t h e  guns had to move. 79 

I'In retrograde movements, the principal mission of the artillery is to 

delay the enemy advance and to assist the Infantry in disengaging from action. 

Just prior to disengagement, counterbattery becomes especially important. ,180 

The  Amer icans  scored  a coup in t h e  ear ly  evening. Cover ing  f o r c e  155mm's 

shel led t h e  J a p a n e s e  a r t i l l e ry  headquar t e r s  and  g rea t ly  damaged t h e  enemy's 

ab i l i ty  to command i t s  a r t i l l e ry .  The  J a p a n e s e  recorded  t h a t  " the  command 

became  chaot ic .  I l 8 '  This  one  a r t i l l e ry  ac t ion  wen t  a long way toward  insuring 

t h e  success  .of t h e  withdrawal .  

Doct r ine  considered t ruck-drawn l ight  and medium a r t i l l e ry  as bes t  

su i ted  to support  r e t rog rade  movements  because  it combined t h e  required 

f i re-power with high mobility. With t h e  a d v e n t  of self-propelled mounts, t h e  

Ba taan  a r t i l l e ry  m e t  and exceeded  t h e  bes t -case  pa rame te r s  set by doc t r ine .  

And because  t h e  self-propel led rnour?ts w e r e  inore mobile than t h e  infan t ry  they  

suppor ted ,  the:,' did not have" tc p r e c e d e  t h e  infan t ry  in t h e  withdrawal  as 

sugges ted  i n  ertillery- ! ~ ~ s e . , , s e l f - p r o p e l l e d  guns w e r e  o f t e n  t h e  l a s t  

un i t s  to l e a v e  2 pq$tk,opr a&,-fbmpiacted -1 as a r ea r  guard  fo r  t h e  infantry.  

In t h I s case, t er; h nQil o g ~  &&ill w d  g @pc p- i ng :o bs 01 e t e . 82 

"It is l a e $ t , z p w y :  $ R & ~ W \ F I  $.he !east heavily engaged units first. 

When the t c r r e i n , : i ~ , ; f a M ~ a 9 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t ~ ~ ~ s ~ c u r i t y  of the command permits it, all 

subordinate uni$g ~ ~ , r ~ ~ ! O ~ ~ r # ~ . t ' 9 i m u l t a n e o u s l y ,  However, i t  usually is 

necessary to move- certain .~nits.;&~ead of: others in order to avoid congestion 
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and  to insu re  a smooth execu t ion  of t h e  movement.q183 In I1 Corps1  case, t h e  

l ea s t  heavily engaged  uni ts  were  withdrawn first--per doctr ine--covered by t h e  

rnost heavily engaged  units. Although d o c t r i n e  cal led for  small e l emen t s  to move 

to des igna ted  platoon assembly a reas ,  p la toons  to company areas, and  companies  

to  bat ta l ion  assembly a reas ,  II Corps '  f o r c e s  did not do this. Instead,  most 

organiza t ions  moved to t h e  nea res t  t r a i l  and headed  south. The  main bodies of 

most Scou t  and American units remained re la t ive ly  in t ac t ,  bu t  t h e  Philippine 

Army uni t s  nearly d is in tegra ted .  Doct r ine  was  e f f ec t ive ,  bu t  leaders  in most 

uni ts  w e r e  not capab le  of execu t ing  t h e  doctr ine.  84 

"At n ight  t h e  wi thdrawal  of t h e  greater part of t h e  f o r c e s  engaged  

commences  shor t ly  a f t e r  nightfall.  , I g 5  "Adminis t ra t ive and  supply e l emen t s  and  

r e s e r v e s  usually wi thdraw soon a f t e r  dark."86 5 m a l l  d e t a c h m e n t s  are left in,  

immedia te  c o n t a c t  wi th  t h e  enemy. These  de t achmen t s ,  formed from t roops  

n e a r e s t  t h e  enemy, should be well-supplied wi th  a u t o m a t i c  weapons,  ammunition, 

and pyrotechniques." 87 "The de tachmen t s  l e f t  in c o n t a c t  wi th  t h e  enemy at 

night, s c r e e n  t h e  wi thdrawal  by simulat ing normal act ivi ty . f t88 IqA p a r t  of t h e  

a r t i l l e ry  remains in posi t ion to suppor t  t h e  e l emen t s  s t i l l  in contact."89 II  Corps  

followed these  guidelines to t h e  l e t t e r .  And consider ing t h a t  more than half t h e  

line was composed of Philippine Army forces r a t h e r ,  .than> d o c  t r inal ly-aware US 

and Scouts ,  t h e  movement went  well, a t  l e a s t  .at:,thei mi&i'ti kine of resis tance.  

"The movement  is sc reened  by - smdl grdupiWkft! .hi I h m e d i a t e  c o n t a c t  

wi th  t h e  enemy,  suppor t ed  by sl ight ly  largei'-~rbIqh?.. Thd! i c rken ing  f o r c e  on t h e  

f r o n t  of a ba t t a l ion  does no t  exceed WW~&Q&&fefi "+if ie company, 

re inforced  by machine guns, mortars ,  aKd&&Yalti# 38&$Wi LZommander for 

t h e  sc reen ing  e lemen ts in e a c h  b a . s P a l i c i f l - l d s ~ ~ l ~ ~ ~ J ' ~ ~ L n l l ~ l  des igna ted  by name  

and  provided wi th  personnel  and  cq~iprneri~:'I'~~~i'.~to~~~~~:. &mmunication, and  

control .  . .The sc reen ing  f o r c e  remains in @fxitiort~utrtil"a :designated hour. ,,go In 
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every  case for  which r eco rds  exis t ,  bo th  t h e  Philippine Army and American 

t roops  fai thful ly  followed doct r ine ,  and  when t e s t ed  by J a p a n e s e  a t t a c k s  t h a t  

night, t h e  doc t r ine  proved sound. Enough f o r c e  remained in p l ace  to d e f e a t  

s eve ra l  enemy night  a t t a c k s  and keep  t h e  enemy off t h e  main body. 

"Tanks are useful in daylight withdrawals, particularly in 

counterattacks, to assist other ground units in breaking contac t  with t h e  

enemy. ..They are not  ordinarily used in night  withdrawal^."^ Here t h e  

Americans overruled doc t r ine  and used t anks  ac t ive ly  during t h e  night  

withdrawal .  I t  seems obvious t h a t  t ank  doctr ine--as  well as an t i - tank  

doctr ine--was too new and untes ted  to even  consider  all t h e  possible uses of 

tanks. American tanks  fought  in numerous night delays and wi thdrawals  

throughout  t h e  Phi l ippine campaign in which they proved q u i t e  successful .  

During t h e  I1 Corps withdrawal ,  American t anks  were  used wi th  both  t h e  

cover ing  f o r c e  and wi th  t h e  covering shell along t h e  f r o n t  lines. A column of 

pursuing Japanese  infan t ry  marched down t h e  Hacienda Road into the  guns of 

f i v e  l ight  tanks. I t  was very dark ,  and  t h e  tankers  and self-propelled a r t i l l e ry  

simply guessed a t  the  range,  added  a small s a f e t y  f ac to r ,  and  f i red.  The  

J a p a n e s e  sca t t e red .  Not expec t ing  tanks,  confused ,  and  thinking they had 

surpr ised a n  a r t i l l e ry  pasition, t h e  J a p a n e s e  organized for  an a t t a c k .  But  then,  

disorganized groups of Isiliptr~os arid American s t ragglers ,  s t i l l  wi thdrawing from 

t h e  front, bumped into t h e  Japanese  r e a r  and flanks. Confusion prevai led,  and  

t h e  J a p a n e s e  wen t  to ground. They were  suff ic ient ly  d is turbed  t h a t  t h e  

remainder  of t h e  withdrawal  wen t  unpursued. The  Japanese  did not move aga in  

until dayl ight ,  92 

"Whether t h e  rearward position is organized for defense  or i s  the  area 

in which the  command vA1l be assembled for further retrograde movement, the  

commander makes provision for a covering force  in front of this  position. The 

98 



mission of this covering force is to cover t h e  withdrawal of t h e  detachments 

l e f t  in close contac t  with t h e  enemy and of t h e  art i l lery supporting these 

detachments. "Artillery <in a covering force)  is particularly valuable owing 

to t h e  long-range delay provided by i t s  B r i g a d i e r  G e n e r a l  Lough ' s  

c o v e r i n g  f o r c e  w a s  not  a t t a c k e d ,  so i t  is impossible  to access its c o m b a t  

capabi l i t i es .  However ,  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  d e l a y  e x e c u t e d  by t h e  t a n k s  of t h e  

c o v e r i n g  f o r c e  w a s  e v e r y t h i n g  a n d  m o r e  t h a t  could b e  e x p e c t e d  of s u c h  an  

a c t i o n .  A1 though n e v e r  se r ious ly  pressed ,  t h e  c o v e r i n g  f o r c e  which  c o v e r e d  I1 

Corps' w i t h d r a w a l  w a s  m u c h  b e t t e r  o r g a n i z e d  a n d  c o m m a n d e d  t h a n  G e n e r a l  

S e l l e c k ' s  f o r c e  at  L a y a c .  This  t ime,  t h e  t a n k s  w e r e  c o m m a n d e d  by t h e  c o v e r i n g  

f o r c e  commander ,  t h e  se l f -propel led  a r t i l l e r y  w a s  able to f i r e ,  a n d  155mm 

c a n n o n  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  f o r c e .  O n c e  aga in ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  f o r c e  w a s  w i t h o u t  

a n t i a i r c r a f t  gun  suppor t .  

T h i s  t ime,  l i k e  t h e  L a y a c  a c t i o n ,  t h e  w i t h d r a w i n g  f o r c e  a g a i n  lost 

c o n t a c t  wi th  t h e  pursuing J a p a n e s e .  "Close touch with pursuing forces  is 

maintained by aggressive patrolling." 9 5  T h e  t a n k s  a n d  h a l f - t r a c k s  had t h e  

mobil i ty  to d o  this ,  b u t  t h e y  d e p a r t e d  t h e i r  c o v e r i n g  f o r c e  pos i t ions  l a t e  on 25 

J a n u a r y  and  pos i t ioned  t h e m s e l v e s  as a r e a r  g u a r d  t h e  morning of t h e  26th.  No 

one t r i e d  to d e l a y  t h e  J a p a n e s e  or o b s e r v e  their,..,advance, Only when t h e  

J a p a n e s e  walked  in t o  t h e  t a n k e r ' s  r.ear . .  , guard ; . i~~~~: i i t jqnq . : .  didl , . t h e  A m e r i c a n s  

e n g a g e  t h e i r  enemies .  r;fiqk;L srl: c : ; T ~  r '  . ) '  

' . (, ..",,i?' *kJ1I%rjlz ( i , :.:,:: 

. ,  . ' .  I -:!.:I!,?!.; j l19v/ !E, 'UETk!djl .A j . 5 :  ~ 



Regimental and Battalion Offense, 

Longoskawayan, Quinauan, and Anyasan-Silaiim Points 

An a 1 y s i s 

The infantry operations along Bataan's west coast are interesting in 

that they were fought almost exclusively in heavily jungled terrain, and 

operations here can best be described as battalion and regimental attacks in 

jungle terrain. Yet infantry battalion doctrine in FM 7-5 contains not a single 

word on junle operations. There is guidance covering cornbat in woods, but even 

then, the guidance is obviously oriented to European woods. "The attack of a 

woods comprises t h e  advance over open ground to the edge of the woods, the 

advance through the woods, and the egress t h e r e f r ~ r n . " ~ ~  There is no guidance 

concenring woods so large that an advance over open ground to the woods and 

egress from the woods does not exist. Despite the US Army's experience with 

jungle operations in the Philippines and Central America from 1900 to 1941, 

none of the lessons are included in FM 7-5. Nor is a "jungle" field manual 

carried in Appendix 111, list of references. 

The 57th Infantry received orders to move to the west coast on 30 

January, and it l:e~i;;~d'~fbr;:&n assembly area close to Anyasan-Silaiim Points. 

"The location U P  aSrie'-&BP$ @2$s?jC'i;i4&' is :dependent on several factors, Darkness, 

cover from .0tg~~vVC~~~L)5WB9@51~;i . ' : iar~~~~~y; .fire, a thorough knowledge of the 

situation, arid ; $1 plan9'~1:"~~~a~~f:;~lt;dadj,  '. decided, favor advanced positions 
,.. .- 

located in c u n f * P ~ ~ ~ ~ y 3 ; ' a f i t h 1 ' ~ h ~ . 2 ~ ~ h  391 6' aneuver. Conditions the reverse of 

these indicate- thl'%%fec%iod G&"k&t$t'fhfyi .'positions well back.Ilg7 The regiment 

moved next t3 .the' I p.bt&g F - t ~ e y ' ~ ~ @ ~ ~ . ' &  3f"'J anuary, and because there was no 

enemy artillery fif6j becau& ifc;wasf-21ark, and because of the concealment 

offered by the jungle-," 'thc.' 529uts. occupied an assembly position well forward. 
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T h e  J a p a n e s e  w e r e  be ing  held in c h e c k  by t h e  A i r  C o r p s  ground t roops ,  t h e  

C o n s t a b u l a r y ,  a n d  one b a t t a l i o n  of 4 5 t h  I n f a n t r y  S c o u t s ,  so t h e  5 7 t h  I n f a n t r y  

did not  h a v e  to c o n c e r n  i t s e l f  wi th  a n y  of t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  la id  down by d o c t r i n e .  

"Reconnaissance is init iated by all commanders prior to arrival in their  

final assembly T h e  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  f i r s t  S c o u t  b a t t a l i o n  to a r r i v e  at 

Si la i im p l a n n e d  a n  a t t a c k  f o r  30 J a n u a r y ,  bu t  t h e i r  effort  p r o v e d  p r e m a t u r e .  

P lanning  w a s  quick ,  a n d  n o t  e v e r y o n e  k n e w  w h e r e  e v e r y o n e  else w a s  posi t ioned.  

When t h e  S c o u t  i n f a n t r y  a t t a c k e d ,  t h e i r  e f f o r t  w a s  s h o t  a p a r t  by t r e e  b u r s t s  

f r o m  f r i e n d l y  a r t i l l e r y  which ki l led o r  wounded t w e n t y  Scouts .  B e c a u s e  of t h e  

a l m o s t  c o m p l e t e  a b s e n c e  of f i rm i n f o r m a t i o n  upon which  to b a s e  a plan,  t h e  

r e g i m e n t  s p e n t  1 F e b r u a r y  malting a v e r y  t h o r o u g h  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e ,  T h e  d a y ' s  

r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  r e v e a l e d  t h e  J a p a n e s e  w e r e  es tab l i sh ing  a p e r i m e t e r  frotn Silai im 

R i v e r  to Quinauan  R i v e r .  This  w a s  a large f r o n t  f o r  t h e  small J a p a n e s e  f o r c e  

there-- less  t h a n  450 men--but t h e  l ine  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  e n e m y ' s  o u t e r  she l l  only,  

n o t  w h e r e  t h e y  would s t a n d  a n d  f i g h t .  S c o u t  p a t r o l s  proved  l a r g e l y  unsuccessfu l  

in l o c a t i n g  t h e  e n e m y  a n d  d e t e r m i n i n g  his  s t r e n g t h ,  b u t  t h e y  did r e d u c e  by 

s e v e n t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t  t h e  area t h o u g h t  to b e  o c c u p i e d  by t h e  enemy.  99 

C o l o n e l  Lilly d e c i d e d  to o p e n  h is  o p e r a t i o n s  w i t h  a n ight  a t t a c k  d e s p i t e  

Fltl 7-5's g u i d a n c e  t h a t  r e a d ,  "Open t e r r a h  favors cmtrol. ..;and movement and 

should be selected for t h e  <night> attwck.- W,q,q&g~ l.&4y~, ground render 

difficult  t h e  maintenance of directior,, ' O " ~ ~ ~ ~ . , , a n ~ i B Q a A a ~  Jl-defined line 

of depar ture  near t h e  objective an! , ~ i E ~ , c ~ ~ ~ ~ , - ~ o ~ ~ t ~ ~ , $ ~ ~  iql desirable. The 

objective should be recognizable h,, . I  . ttlg ,c&+~~~$* p i j - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ o , g , a ~ ~ ~ ~ l i ~ n ,  5 7 t h  

In f a n t r y ' s e v e n  in g a t t a c k  a t  Long osk a+y3g$,qz&' q@ $: 01q3eigq h e7. .J-I ig  h g r o u n d  

over looking  t h e  southern-most  J a p a n e s e  16?nd , j l ; l g ; ,~hS i j a~~~~i f l~ ,~cc . e s s fu l .  i i .  I _ , . a  . Using 

minimum f o r c e s  forward--a  two-plnt ,asn,  -.fro?# .fgr,,g~ FnJBre., ba t ta l ion- - the  

b a t t a l i o n  r e t a i n e d  maximum flexibil i . ty.  .and :.!,~9.$oupter.$d., .miniinurn c o n t r o l  
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problems. Three factors were critical to the battalion's success: the terrain was 

somewhat open, the Japanese were small in number and not dug in, and the 

objective was recognizable in the dark. "<Night attacks> against an inferior or a 

demoralized enemy.  . .are particularly effective." lo' I n  this case, the Japanese 

were inferior in strength, and the night attack proved "particularly effective." 

A% Anyasan-Silaiim Points however, none of the conditions which led to 

success at Longoskawayan were present for Colonel Lilly's night attack. 

Considering the very clear guidance in FM 7-5, it is surprising to see the 57th 

Infantry start its effort at Anyasan-Silaiim with a night attack. The vegetation, 

absence of trails, and poor knowledge of enemy dispositions seem to argue 

against a night attack. It is possible Colonel Lil ly  hoped to catch the Japanese 

unawares, and he obviously hoped to reduce his own losses by limiting the 

enemy's observation. Lilly did have the best-trained troops on Bataan with 

which to make the attempt, but that one advantage was not enough. 

f '8nly t h e  simplest maneuvers are likely to succeed in a night attack. 

Units must attack straight to the front. Detours of a few yards are permissible 

for individuals or small parties." lo2 This was the first real jungle fighting seen 

by the 57th Infantry-the fight at Mabatang was in relatively open terrain, so 

maybe the leaders. hsd not yet learned how inhibi t ing the jungle could be to 

rn ane uv er at A rt y asan-$ i la.i,.i rfl . ~lone l  Lilly was attacking on a three-battalion 

front versus the two;pk&qn..: $j-.ont at Longoskawayan, thereby greatly 

m a g n i f y i r r g - : h i s . a o n , ~ ~ o l t ~ r ~ k ~ , 5 .  2)YkpRvpr the reason for deciding upon a night 

attack, the attack;.&&)a~. opoff&i$ehpLoypd, a better guide than the commander's 

judgment . 
The 157~th:jn&&3;&-y ~s , r~g j igb I~e .~ ;o .  ,position its heavy weapons to support 

the start of the.,:a.tt,a&ii q0;r ~ ~ w l ~ ~ t ~ ~  cegimen t use them according to doctrine, 

In open terrain, -"The: norrqal.:mit;gicsns c d .  the heavy machine guns are long-range 
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f i re ,  a n t i a i r c r a f t  f i res ,  and p ro tec t ion  of t h e  f lanks  of a t t a c k i n g  uni ts  aga ins t  

hos t i le  coun te ra t t ack .  Missions c lose  to t h e  a t t a c k i n g  eche lon  a r e  limited to  

except iona l ly  f avorab le  opppor tuni t ies  of terrain and  situation.t1103 "When the 

a t t a c k  o r  de fense  is made  on a broad f r o n t  or when t h e  t e r r a in  of t h e  a t t a c k  is 

heavi ly  wooded o r  ex t remely  broken,  p a r t  o r  all of t h e  ba t t a l ion  weapons may 

b e  a t t a c h e d  to r i f l e  companies. . . I 1 l o 4  A t  b o t h  Quinauan  a n d  Anyasan-Silaiim, 

t h e  h e a v y  m a c h i n e  guns  of E, I, a n d  M c o m p a n y  w e r e  a t t a c h e d  to t h e  r i f l e  

companies .  Never  in t h e  B a t a a n  c a m p a i g n  c o u l d  a h e a v y  m a c h i n e  gun cornpany 

o p e r a t e  as a n  e n t i t y .  B e c a u s e  of t h i c k  v e g e t a t i o n  a n d  s h o r t  f i e l d s  of f i re ,  t h e  

guns  w e r e  a l w a y s  d i s p e r s e d  to s u p p o r t  t h e  f r o n t  l ine  companies ,  a n d  a l o n g  t h e  

w e s t  coast, many of t h e  w e a p o n s  cornpany s o l d i e r s  w e r e  used as ammuni t ion  

b e a r e r s  f o r  t h e  r i f l e  companies .  A c c o r d i n g  to d o c t r i n e ,  l i g h t  m a c h i n e  guns  a r e  

"employed for f ron ta l  f i r e s  in g r a v e  emergencies  only.ff105 Y e t  t h i s  was t h e  only 

p r a c t i c a l  use f o r  a n y  m a c h i n e  gun  in t h e  jungles  of B a t a a n .  L i g h t  m a c h i n e  g u n s  

a n d  a u t o m a t i c  r i f les  p r o v e d  to b e  t h e  most  u s e f u l  weapons .  T h e y  could  br ing  

e n e m y  posi t ions under  h e a v y  f i r e  whi le  r i f lemen c r a w l e d  c l o s e  enough to u s e  

h a n d  g r e n a d e s .  F lanking  a n d  o v e r h e a d  f i r e  w a s  impossible.  No g u i d a n c e  was 

g i v e n  on how to u s e  m a c h i n e  guns in o f f e n s i v e  j u n g l e  o p e r a t i o n s .  T h e  most  

common use  of h e a v y  m a c h i n e  guns  b e c a m e  t h a t  o f ' m a s s e d  f i r e s  i n t o  trees to 

c l e a r  t h e m  of snipers .  A s  a side-affect, %he h u g e  -vo'lume 1 ofJlfire' s lowly c h o p p e d  

t h e  j u n g l e  to p ieces ,  a n d  t h e  t e r r a i n  start'& to c lCa t , ' -~~J  ,' ' 

"The advance  within t h e  woo&' yis ottganied 'XWmainta in  cohesion 

P recau t iohs  Xi+e'!rus'ed!i$o +mhfdnt J~Q'SS of direct ion.  b e t w e e n  a t t a c k i n g  units. 

Compass di rec t ions  are a lways  assigned. Movement  is by bounds with per iodic  

h a l t s  to r e s t o r e  c o n t a c t  and  eoheSiofi,[%ifHkr 1 0 ~ 1  pWdet&rmined l ines  or at 

prescr ibed  periods. In dense  woods the &!i3ahbe is 'in line!dftsmall columns. T h e  

a d v a n c e  i s  a se r i e s  of maneuvers  t o  'gain <:beaf @bjeCrives%'bch as t r a i l  crossings 
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and clearings."lo7 A f t e r  a f e w  days  of unaccep tab le  stumbling abou t  t h e  jungle, 

t h e  uni ts  began to coord ina te  the i r  ac t iv i t ies ,  not  so much for  combat  ac t ion  

aga ins t  t h e  Japanese ,  b u t  more to keep  in touch  and keep  units a l igned wi th  o n e  

another .  Insuff ic ient  prepara t ion  had been made  to  maintain contact, and it took 

much t ime and e f f o r t  to c o r r e c t  t h a t  def ic iency.  An absence  of t r a i l s  mean t  t h e  

men had to cut the i r  way toward  e n e m y  positions. L a t e r a l  communicat ions w e r e  

very  d i f f icu l t  to maintain. Although t h e  J a p a n e s e  held slightly lower ground 

t h a n  did t h e  Scouts ,  normally a d isadvantage ,  t h i s  positioning seemed to have  

t h e  r eve r se  effect, because  a t t a c k i n g  Scou t s  were  s i lhoueted when they  

advanced.  The  advan tages  of holding t h e  high ground, those  of observat ion and  

f ie lds  of f i re ,  were nega ted  because  of t h e  vege ta t ion  and close fighting. I08 

Tank doc t r ine  had not been completely developed when t h e  war  began. 

Guidance  on tank-infantry coopera t ion  was not suff ic ient ly  de ta i led ,  nor did i t  

cover  t h e  kind of f igh t s  s een  most f requent ly  on Ba taan ,  Infan t ry  doc t r ine  says 

t h a t  infantrymen should suppor t  tanks,  bu t  no mission is given to  the  tanks. 

"The primary mission of <infantry> machine guns in support  of tank a t t a c k s  is 

t h e  neutralization of t h e  hostile ant i tank guns. They open  f i re  on ant i tank 

weapons t h a t  disclose themselves. .Rif lemen and machine gunners give close-in 

109 protection to tanks vhen the -latter a r e  halted or  stopped on t h e  objective." 

T h a t  l a s t  s e n t e n c p  k4-e 'beginningmf a problem which is not solved by FM 7-5, 

to wit, how c1g$ely-;s)7omld W m r y a f d n  suppor t  tanks? 

T h e  only Iguielaqcs awta :wke t h e  infan t ry  should b e  comes from t w o  

paragraphs.  "Where ,the,;lihe: d$'parturc lies well within midrange of t h e  

est imated location of the hosti le position, the Infantry debouches when t h e  rear  

tank elemenl hasf r c a c h ~ & ; ~ h e i , ~ s i ~ ~ ~ ~  supports t h e  tanks with f i re  of its 

I t .  . the foot  troops support the  I10 machine guns ttarsughbubrthe t A n K > a d ~ n i z e . ~ '  

advance of t h e  foremost rtanlc echelon and closely follow t h e  last tank elements, 
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T h e  a c t i o n  of t h e  fo remos t  t a n k  eche lon  i s  re l ied  upon to neu t r a l i ze  t h e  hos t i le  

r e s i s t ance  and  p r o t e c t  t h e  ini t ia l  a d v a n c e  of t h e  f o o t  troops.lI In shor t ,  t h e  

infan t ry  was to fol low the  last tank  e lement .  The  lead t anks  were  to depend on 

the i r  own f i repower to p r o t e c t  themselves. Bu t  t h i s  did not  work on Bataan .  

The re  were  real  problems t h e  f i r s t  day  tanks  were  employed. Scout  in fan t ry  

ope ra t ed  under what  t hey  cons ide red . to  be  doc t r ine ,  t h a t  of following t h e  tanks  

by 150 yards. But  when the  lead tank  los t  a t r ack  to a mine, it lay i so la ted  

from fr iendly support  and was  destroyed.  The  nex t  day,  fou r  infantrymen 

fol lowed e a c h  tank  and killed t h e  Japanese  who ducked in to  the i r  foxholes  as 

t h e  tanks  rolled pas t  them. Unless f r iendly infan t ry  were  within severa l  feet of 

t h e  tanks, J apanese  infan t ry  could a t t a c k  and des t roy  t h e  tanks  with hand 

grenades  and mines. It would seem t h a t  in t h e  desire  to insure a rmor  is massed 

arid not t ied  to support ing infan t ry  a t t acks ,  t h e  wr i te rs  of d o c t r i n e  completely 

fo rgo t  a b o u t  using tanks  in c lose suppor t  of infantry.  112 

O n e  sen tence  seems to confirm this  forgetfulness .  "If t h e  s i tua t ion  

compels  unant ic ipa ted  engagemen t  of t anks  aga ins t  r e s i s t ance  which has  held up 

t h e  Infantry,  reconnaissance  will usually b e  necessary  to l o c a t e  a t ank  r o u t e  

c l e a r  of <fr iendly> Infantry.  lq113 And ano the r  s en tence  reads,  "Normally o n e  o r  

two zones  through t h e  l ine  of d e p a r t u r e  of an ;.infanttry. : W t a l i o n  a r e  reserved  

f o r  tanks. When prac t icable ,  t h e  tanks- pas;sr ithdo,ugh.L:rfhe 1 hoot, ' t roops on  a 

re la t ive ly  nar row f ron t ,  which they  .-,thereaf%eq.rm&md :.Inudccbrddnce wi th  t h e  

The  au thors  of FM 7 + - : : f a i l s d ~ t w s ~ .  myi:keq8irxhent  for  very situation." 

close infant ry  suppport  of t anks  andfjjg:, 4&@b 6trntedl tcD&.lears&k" infant ry  out 

114 

of t h e  way. .+<jj ,fioif;zoq 9fij;zorj 4d3 10 r . ~ j ~ ~ ~ ; ~ ~ ~ .  

T h e  tank  had been t h e  s i n g l e - m p s t ~ ~ . ~ ~ r t n $ ~ i n ~ B ' o L l e $ d  to t h e  end  

of t r e n c h  warfare .  Wri ters  of d o c t t . i ' n e y r ~ ~ ~ ~ r ~ ~ h ~ s ~ r a a 7 d ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ . ~ v o c a t e d  using 

these  machine instead of men when men ;couM~llm-t5 adwance. ut!'An overwhelming 
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fire or tank support is usually required t o  permit an attacker to advance against 

strong resistance. Deficient fire support cannot be compensated for by the 

engagement of masses of additional men. w~~~ A t  Longoskawayan,  t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d  

w a s  c l o s e  enough to C o r r e g i d o r  to a l l o w  t h e  big c o a s t a l  g u n s  to be used  in  a 

g r o u n d  a t t a c k  role.  T h e  big s h e l l s  p r o v e d  very  e f f e c t i v e ,  a n d  S c o u t  losses  were 

l igh t  in t h e  ensuing  i n f a n t r y  a t t a c k s .  B u t  a t  Quinauan  P o i n t  and t h e n  a t  Silaiirn 

a n d  Anyasan ,  s u f f i c i e n t  a r t i l l e r y  c o u l d  n o t  be massed b e c a u s e  of t h e  jungle ,  

A r t i l l e r y ,  a1 t h o u g h  a d e q u a t e  in t h e  number  of p ieces ,  w a s  s e v e r e l y  handicapped  

by t h e  t e r r a i n .  D e s p i t e  many h o u r s  of r e c o n n a i s s a n c e ,  n o  one s p o t  w a s  e v e r  

f o u n d  w h e r e  m o r e  t h a n  t w o  guns  c o u l d  b e  p l a c e d  t o g e t h e r .  With t h e  guns a t  a n  

e l e v a t i o n  of 8 0 0  feet, w i t h  t h e  J a p a n e s e  u n d e r  t r e e s  s i x t y  to e i g h t y  feet t a l l  

s t a n d i n g  100 f e e t  a b o v e  sea l e v e l  only 4,000 y a r d s  f r o m  t h e  guns,  t h e  problem 

of h i t t i n g  t h e  e n e m y  w i t h o u t  h i t t i n g  f r i e n d l i e s  w a s  n e v e r  so lved .  T r e e  t o p s  w e r e  

r e g u l a r l y  b lown off, b u t  t h e  rounds  could  not  r e a c h  t h e  ground.  T h e  2nd 

B a t t a l i o n ,  8 8 t h  A r t i l l e r y ,  f i r i n g  B r i t i s h  3-inch a n d  A m e r i c a n  75mrn guns,  la id  

over t h i r t y - e i g h t  miles  of t e l e p h o n e  w i r e  t r y i n g  to c o o r d i n a t e  f i r e s ,  a n d  t h e  

s u p p o r t e d  i n f a n t r y  g a v e  t h e  g u n n e r s  p r i o r i t y  u s e  of t h e i r  ne ts .  B u t  t h e  guns  

n e v e r  l ived  up to t h e i r  c a p a b i l i t i e s  d e s p i t e  f i r ing  5,000 rounds.  E v e n  using 

m o r t a r s  w a s  d i f f i c u l t ,  f o r  t h e  t h i c k  v e g e t a t i o n  se ldom p r o v i d e d  o v e r h e a d  

116 c l e a r a n c e  t h r o u g h  which t h e  rounds  could h e  f i red .  
- 

Despi te  t r o u b l e s  w i t h  a r t i l l e r y ,  t h e  A m e r i c a n s  s u c c e e d e d  in mass ing  

o v e r w h e l m i n g  f i r e p o w e r  at  Quinauan by using tanks.  
’ ’ l : , - a  <-lw,5g;rS 5,’12139b b l A C ;  ’’ T h e  t a n k s  w e r e  g i v e n  a 

m a g n e t i c  a z i m u t h  to folloy 8 radio- laden half  t r a c k  f rom t h e  T a n k  G r o u p  
r i i  rsri!is ,91t’f~ roi mo!i  

h e l p e d  c o n t r o l  t h e  tqnks , .  g n d  t n f a q t r y p n  g u i d e d  t h e  t a n k s  w i t h  walkie- ta lkies .  
,‘,EtL?b < ‘tfi -lz% 5 r f  ‘ C J  

T h e  r e s u l t  was c o m p l e t e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  J a p a n e s e  infan t ry .  A f t e r  t h e  v i c t o r y  
I 1 . 1  ) (  pt; ,; *1t;t;~3~*-?:3i L 

at Quinauan ,  the same t a n k  gactics wqre used  a t  Anyasan-Silaiirn,  a l t h o u g h  w i t h  

less  s u c c e s s  b e c a u s e  of r o u g h e r  t e r r a i n .  
, I - 1 1  f l k .  I i 
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The fights along the west coast were linear and static in nature, but 

the American command was smart enough to keep a reserve in case of trouble. 

"Reserves are primarily maneuvering bodies whose role is the outflanking of 

resistance by the leading echelon, the continuance of the action of assaulting 

echelons when these become exhausted, and the protection of t h e  leading 

echelon against counterattack." ' I 8  The 57th Infantry was successful in its use 

of reserves. At one point, the 2nd Battalion, 57th Infantry relieved the tired 

3rd Battalion and thereby invigorated the regiment's attack. And near the end 

of the fight, the reserve 3rd Battalion reacted against a breakout of 200 

Japanese by maneuvering against them, stopping them, and destroying or driving 

them back to the sea. 

The standard, routine, and well-known US Army infantry doctrine fit 

well into the fights along the west coast. The only problems came from the 

jungle. Otherwise, almost every piece of guidance offered by F,M 7-5, The Rifle 

Elattalion, was effective. Mobile warfare had not yet displaced standard foot 

infantry tactics, so those tactics worked. FM 7-5's tactics are applicable even 

today. 

. -  
! , < a , < *  ::<> -;?.>bJ/aq2:.: , 

cisive engagement, pending the 

development of more favorable conditions for Lattle, either in respect to time 

or to place. M"' The most classic of' the army7s de ays "had occurred i n  

December and January during the de from'north and south Luzon 

which brought MacArthurIs army But the forces involved were 

overwhelmingly Philippine Army,  not American or $?out, and they were so new 

"Delaying action seeks to hold "'of 
.,- :;;,i-c!:k);y ty~C,l.!C,i GI i ' ~ j I J f 7 : '  . .  

' * , '  C,f)[i  \ r13  lE j , , . l ,  t i r : . ' :  ,2>1-if;2 51.7 I/, 

,..,?."Jb :,:Glqfiy,:l , 

.j >!:IF,: ~ ( I ~ L L  . . a ' ' :  

' , . . i ; - l ' : : j y  - ? ! i 1 ; , , c , ' .  ! r .  . 
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to military service that they had little idea of doctrine. A n y  study of those 

actions would not shed light on the effectiveness of US A r m y  doctrine. The only 

other delay--as compared to covering force--occurred after the reinforced 

Japanese crushed the reserve battle position during 3-6 'April 1942. On 7 April ,  

the Japanese penetrated t h e  survivors of the main line of resistance and broke 

the last organized l i n e  t h e  Bataan army ever mustered. The units which  then 

fought a two-day delay were American and Scout. Therefore, some analysis of 

doctrine can be made if fu l l  consideration is given to the conditions under 

which  the delay force operated. 

"Recourse to delaying action ordinarily implies either lack of readiness 

for battle or hostile superiority of force. Its purpose is to gain time while 

avoiding decisive action.f1120 The purpose of a delay is to force the e n e m y  to 

deploy at  great distances and force him to prepare attacks on successive 

positions held by alternating echelons of t h e  defensive force. After I1 Corps1 

last line was penetrated on 7 Apri l  and the defenders sent fleeing south, the 

first delay elements to contact the  Japanese were two reduced squadrons of 

Philippine Scout cavalry, now motorized instead of horse-mobile. The 26th 

Cavalry had come out of army reserve with orders to report to Brigadier 

General Clifford Bluemel, t h e  general officer facing the enemy's main effort. - I. .-  
. I  

The 26th Cavalry, however, did not have sufficient men, weapons, or vehicles to 
.-:ri*:-',i, c ' : t v  

force the Japanese to deploy at a great distance. The entire regiment number 

less than 300 men .  All they could do was block the enemy's lead elements 

moving south along the main trail, The 2nd Squadron, 26th Cavalry, stopped the 

: :!,:, ::iswfi-itsril.JW 9V!.?ZE??T>:!L C' "' 

,!?:,!lyfi,t! fi nl  ?T>%drl! zl>&;!:'%l: 

3.i . , ,,, .._., - -1 -  , ~ 9 r n  8rro;:z slwlnnr  esw? 

enemy's unopposed pursuit and forced the Japanese to deploy flanking parties. 
' ' $ 1  C l  ,flGIf!ZO€! f t i  "lJ6~113'1 O? r -  

These flanking eletrgnts L A  forced t h e  2nd Squadron to withdraw. Had more forces 

been available to fight durlng this early stage of the delaying action, t h e  

Japanese flanking parties wpuld have been contained and compelled to deploy 

",+:iwr5,?fiy9 3~01:) L 

'I ' r , ,-,5YC ' " 1  L 

" I  
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€or an attack. Rut all General B l u e m e l  had a t  this moment was the 26th 

121 Cavalry. 

"Delaying positions should offer favorable observation to t h e  front  and 

flanks, long-range fields of fire, covered routes of withdrawal, and secure 

flanks. . .It 122 The position assumed by t h e  cavalry regiment was on a small 

ridge which controlled Trail Junction 2 and 10. There was no time to run  a 

reconnaissance, for t h e  arrival of the cavalry was a movernent to contact from 

reserve positions. The cavalrymen took up the best positions they could find 

based on General Bluemel's assessment of the situation. The front l ine had 

disintegrated earlier that day, and no one knew the exact location of t h e  

Japanese, not even  Bluemel who often was the most-advanced American i n  the 

t3ataan army. Most important was the fact that the 26th Cavalry was alone; 

their flanks were  completely open. 

"<Delay units) prepare two general  series of fires, long-range and 

close-def ensive 

Unfortunately, 

guns, anti-tank 

fires. The former cons t i tu te  t h e  principal mission. . . ,,I23 

the Scouts had neither the weapons--mortars, heavy machine 

weapons--nor the t i m e  to establish long and close fires. Friendly 

artillery was either displacing south, in  the process of being overrun, or without 

telephone lines to Bluemelts force. The doctrine makes sense, but conditions 

were such that the Scouts could not comply with doctrine. 
,- I 

t I  

. ; , - , l ?  . _ .  1, 2 /c,,c;'~>L <.I?  f,<'F:x:>c,:,i 
' "The defending forces  execute  successive' withdrawals and seek to avoid 

);. i-i,,,:; :2 .- 7 :p j j ._  ._I. . .; 
becoming closely engaged. The dangers inherent in a daylight withdrawal, 

- : > I  "{ :! I L - *  : si 7. Ill ? 31 : 1 ,  i 
however, especially when t h e  hostile forces include s t rong mechanized elements, 

, LC, 7c1:  k ~ l l ~  I l l< '  1 ;  fi k I?, 

frequently induce the  delaying force to remain in position, in whole or in part ,  
, I r r -  ,:,I * I. - /  

until nightfall,  even accepting a cldsc engagement. 2q' ~ 'The overwhelming 
q ; ,  , I $ ' ,  :rr_ > c,! 

Japanese advantage in numbers ab'soiuteiy precluded the delaying force from 

remaining in position until dark. The resulting daylight withdrawal was costly. 
( I  , . , ' I  
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J a p a n e s e  p l a n e s  h i t  b o t h  c a v a l r y  s q u a d r o n s ,  t h e  2nd as it h e a d e d  s o u t h  t h r o u g h  

t h e  Lst, a n d  t h e  1 s t  as it, in t u r n ,  pu l led  o u t  a n d  w i t h d r e w .  O n c e  aga in ,  

d o c t r i n e  m a d e  s e n s e ,  b u t  i t  did not  o f f e r  a n y  i d e a s  o n  w h a t  to d o  in a 

w o r s t - c a s e  s i t u a t i o n .  

"Withdrawals a r e  init iated under conditions fixed by higher commanders. 

They may commence at a designated hour, when hostile forces  reach a cer ta in  

line, o r  when adjacent  units have e f fec ted  a withdrawal, I1 C o r p s  had 

a b s o l u t e l y  n o  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  w i t h d r a w a l  of its l i t t l e  d e l a y  f o r c e  and, in a l l  

l ikel ihood,  d id  not  know i t  h a d  a d e l a y  f o r c e .  G e n e r a l  Rluemel  did n o t  h a v e  a 

s i n g l e  radio, a n d  l a n d  l ines  w e r e  c u t .  So t h e  c a v a l r y  w i t h d r e w  o n  i t s  own 

i n i t i a t i v e  fo l lowing  g e n e r a l  g u i d a n c e  g iven  i t  by Bluemel.  T h e  r e g i m e n t  

s u c c e e d e d  in b r e a k i n g  c o n t a c t  t h e  e v e n i n g  of 7 Apri l ,  a n d  t h e  c a v a l r y m e n  

w i t h d r e w  to t h e  A l a n g a n  R i v e r .  

"Combat ordinarily is broken off in each  position before  troops become 

closely engaged. The  situation may,  however, require a strong resistance on 

some position or even a countera t tack  in order to accomplish t h e  delaying 

O n  t h e  morning of 8 Apri l ,  G e n e r a l  Bluemel  had  g a t h e r e d  t h r e e  

o t h e r  reg imenta l - s ized  u n i t s  ( a v e r a g i n g  about 300 men e a c h )  to join t h e  2 6 t h  

C a v a l r y  at t h e  A l a n g a n  River .  So h e  now had  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  to o f f e r  much 

s t i f f e r  r e s i s t a n c e  on t h e  A l a n g a n  R i v e r  t h a n  h e  could  t h e  day b e f o r e .  W h e t h e r  

or  not Bluemel  h o p e d  to f o r m  a. n e w  main l i n e  of r e s i s t a n c e  h e r e  is  n o t  known,  

b u t  I1 C o r p s  w a s  hoping to do so, and it s e n e  o r d e r s  to Bluemel  to d o  tha t .  B u t  

Bluemel ' s  u n i t s  w e r e  n o w  so r e d u c e d  in  s t r e n g t h  a n d  so u t t e r l y  e x h a u s t e d  t h a t  

pro longed  r e s i s t a n c e  w a s  impossible.  T h i s  t ime,  t h e  J a p a n e s e  had  t r o u b l e  f ind ing  

a f lank ,  so t h e y  d e p l o y e d  a n d  a t t a c k e d  s t r a i g h t  i n t o  Bluemel ' s  l ine.  Bluemel ' s  

l i n e  f o u g h t  h a r d  a n d  wel l ,  b e n t ,  t h e n  broke.  By d a r k  o n  8 Apri l ,  Bluemel ' s  d e l a y  

f o r c e  w a s  in r e t r e a t  wi th  l i t t l e  hope of s lowing  t h e  J a p a n e s e  t h e  n e x t  d a y .  
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Bluemel  did retain control of his forces, and the men could have offered a 

modicum of resistance on 9 April ,  b u t  General King surrendered the Bataan 

army that morning. 

The circumstances under which Bluemel's delay force operated were  

such that a truly meaningful analysis of doctrine is difficult. But had sufficient 

forces been available, it seems doctrine would have been effective. The most 

interesting result of studying this delay, and the entire Bataan battle, is the 

absence in A r m y  literature of any guidance of how to control and employ routed 

soldiers. It seems that no one has considered writing guidance on how to employ 

a badly defeated force. Such guidance might exist in a pre-war field manual, 

bu t  there are no hints of this in FM 100-5 or FV 7-5, the manuals most often 

used by battalion, regiment, and division officers. The most striking failure of 

command and control during Apr i l  1942 rests in the fact that general officers 

failed to rnove forward to control their broken forces when cornlnunication lines 

were cut. General B l u e m e l  was the sole general officer on the front lines of an 

entire corps. No attempts were made to form forces around a nucleus of an 

experienced officers and tanks, artillery, or good terrain. The Germans were 

masters a t  this, b u t  they had well-trained soldiers with which to work. Even so, 

early World War I1 doctrine seems to i n i s  an important' a&a here. 
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C H A P T E R  IV 

CONCLUSIONS 

Pre-World War  11 Army d o c t r i n e  set g e n e r a l  p r i n c i p l e s  by which t h e  

Army p l a n n e d  to f igh t .  T h e s e  pr inc ip les  w e r e  d e r i v e d  f r o m  c o n c e p t s  a n d  

e x p e r i e n c e .  Doctrine w a s  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  b u t  r e q u i r e d  j u d g m e n t  in appl ica t ion .  

Wi thout  combat e x p e r i e n c e  to g u i d e  t h e m ,  US Army o f f i c e r s  on B a t a a n  f o l l o w e d  

d o c t r i n e  a n d  t h e  lessons  t h e y  had  l e a r n e d  in p r e - w a r  school ing ,  school ing  t h a t  

w a s  b a s e d  o n  d o c t r i n e .  S o m e  r e c e n t  lessons  w e r e  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  t h e  E u r o p e a n  

w a r ,  and t h e s e  lessons  w e r e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  1040-1941 f i e l d  manuals .  World 

War I e x p e r i e n c e  did n o t  s e e m  to inhib i t  o r  r e s t r a i n  t h e  A r m y  in p r e p a r i n g  f o r  

World War 11. Pre-World War  II d o c t r i n e  w a s  r e l a t i v e l y  f r e e  of t r e n c h  w a r f a r e  

te rminology a n d  tactics. Many World War I l essons  e x i s t e d  in pre-World War I1 

d o c t r i n e ,  b u t  t h e  lessons  w e r e  not so o u t d a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  

c o u n t e r p r o d u c t i v e .  

In many ii istarices 01: B a t a a n ,  A m e r i c a n  and S c o u t  u n i t s  did not h a v e  t h e  

e q u i p m e n t  necessary' tci "'~Eully e x e c u t e  d o c t r i n e .  B e c a u s e  medium a r t i l l e r y  

(105mm) d i d .  'not.;:,.k%46f, T%Hil$&ryT 'b3its- w e r e  n o t  a b l e  to fo l low d o c t r i n e  

c o n c e r n i n g  .mediiifri Wdil€ti@yi k'Tk6jJ+@hViiy of c o r p s  a r t i l l e r y  w a s  wel l  b e l o w  

k&$tl i & n$ 60 m man d e r s w h e n  t h e y  p 1 a n  n e d t h e  i r 

cts w e r e  of t h e  m o s t  s p a r t a n  n a t u r e .  

T a c t i c a l  rridbili63 o f . f : ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 5 S ' i W m ' ~ " ~ ~ $  & d i c e d  by t h e  age of t h e  guns  a n d  a 

a l i f i e d  f o r w a r d  o b s e r v e r s  h a m p e r e d  

t a r g e t  a c q u i s i ~ i ~ ~ i i . i ~ r f d ' ~ ~ ~ n g ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ n f 1 "  A'mmhni t i o n  s h o r t a g e s  f u r t h e r  r e d u c e d  t h e  
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Yet  desp i te  all t hese  d i f f icu l t ies ,  a r t i l l e ry  o f f i ce r s  followed c u r r e n t  

d o c t r i n e  as bes t  they  could and ,  in doing so, pu t  on a n  outs tanding  per formance ,  

Filipino and Scou t  a r t i l l e ry  becarne t h e  most e f f e c t i v e  arm on Rataan, and  it 

was  the  arm most f ea red  by t h e  Japanese .  Art i l lery repea ted ly  repulsed 

J a p a n e s e  a t t acks ,  b roke  up the i r  assembly a reas ,  smothered  the i r  a r t i l l e ry ,  and  

des t royed  the i r  l ines  of communication. On1.y a f e w  of t h e  American a r t i l l e ry  

commanders  had World War I expe r i ence ,  so t h e  o the r s  had to follow wha t  they 

had been taught-in shor t ,  doc t r ine .  Art i l lery doc t r ine  proved t h e  most rel iable  

of any  on Bataan.  

Infantrymen were  a l so  hampered by shor t ages  t h a t  reduced  the i r  abi l i ty  

to apply doc t r ine .  Most telling was  the  comple te  absence  of 60mm mor tar  

ammunition and  a c r i t i ca l  sho r t age  of 81mm mor tar  ammunition. American and 

Scou t  un i t s  had f ewer  automatic weapons than similar un i t s  l a t e r  in t h e  war. 

But  t h e  most ser ious  problem facing American and  Scout  in fan t ry  had been  the  

mass exodus of o f f i ce r s  and s e r g e a n t s  to c a d r e  t h e  Philippine Army. 

Exper ienced  l eade r s  were  s t r ipped  from eve ry  eche lon  leaving new men in 

positions they  had never  be fo re  held. When these  new leaders  en te red  combat ,  

t hey  were  not as prof ic ien t  in execu t ing  d o c t r i n e .  as had been the i r  

predecessors .  Infan t ry  d o c t r i n e  was .sound,,bufj;,$f7em ne,QhJeaders were  not  

capab le  of fully exploi t ing it.  the,^ f a i l g y  t(3,qutW-st I)@%cLayaE a w e r i n g  f o r c e  

line, and  t h e  problem of "CP bound,", . - .  , q q n \ g a n d w s  yyqs:ibt& tNqi-,ejgamples of t h e  

leadersh ip  fai lure .  An impor tan t  - . , p ~ i n c , ~ @  . i  F.e,!nqm~g?~,.!.,~,~we~r-,:, ils t h a t  t h e  

A m e r  i c a n  and  Scout  in f a n t r  y m a n e i \&r, % ,q&gyg&. @J f 9  vg h 6 i - g  &i t f & ~  n d s  t i 11, his 

J a p a n e s e  coun te rpa r t  in most e-xTy, a g & i o g i q @ ~  ?QaTa.gsn.:c VQ itbig J a p a n e s e  

successes  c a m e  most of t e n  aga ins t  ,,the t l e s ~ : ~ ~ ~ b t , r i a i n . ~ ~ , P ~ i . ~ i p p j r l q  Acmy units. 

1. I 
c . 

On the  whole, American qf,fi.,c,?r,s on : ; E l a l t a ~ ~ , w , e ~ ~ ~ ~ u a l j f i e . d  to e x e c u t e  

doc t r ine .  The  genera l  and  f ie ld  g rade  o f f i ce r s  werGL.mq,n,gf, Iiqpg, service.  All bu t  
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t h e  most  junior  h a d  a t t e n d e d  s o m e  b r a n c h  school ing .  T h e  c o m p a n y  g r a d e  o f f i c e r s  

f e l l  i n t o  t w o  c a t e g o r i e s :  t h e  r e g u l a r s  a n d  t h e  r e c e n t l y  mobil ized reserv is t s .  T h e  

r e g u l a r s  w e r e  wel l -schooled,  b u t  t h e  r e s e r v i s t s  w e r e  of t e n  b r a n d  n e w  to t h e i r  

jobs  a n d  in n e e d  of s i g n i f i c a n t  t ra in ing .  T h e  r e s e r v i s t s  w e r e  poorly q u a l i f i e d  to  

e x e c u t e  d o c t r i n e .  B u t  b e c a u s e  most  of t h e  r e s e r v i s t s  w e n t  to t h e  P h i l i p p i n e  

Army,  t h e y  t h e r e f o r e  had  l i t t l e  i m p a c t  o n  A m e r i c a n  a n d  S c o u t  un i t s ,  t h e  u n i t s  

a n a l y z e d  i n  t h i s  thesis .  

T h e  s o l d i e r s  in A m e r i c a n  a n d  S c o u t  u n i t s  w e r e  q u a l i f i e d  to e x e c u t e  t h e  

o r d e r s  g i v e n  t h e m  by t h e i r  commanders .  T h e  S c o u t s  w e r e  e s p e c i a l l y  wel l - t ra ined  

and highly m o t i v a t e d .  In b o t h  A m e r i c a n  a n d  S c o u t  u n i t s ,  h o w e v e r ,  e x p e r i e n c e d  

s e r g e a n t s  had  b e e n  r e a s s i g n e d  to c a d r e  t h e  Phi l ipp ine  Army. Most  d a m a g e d  by 

t h i s  p r o c e s s  w a s  t h e  A m e r i c a n  3 1 s t  I n f a n t r y .  Its s o m e w h a t  d i sappoin t ing  

p e r f o r m a n c e  o n  B a t a a n  w a s  d u e ,  in l a r g e  p a r t ,  to t h e  loss of i t s  l e a d e r s .  

Addi t iona l ly ,  o v e r  a t h i r d  of i t s  e n l i s t e d  men w e r e  r e c r u i t s  w h o  had j u s t  

f i n i s h e d  b a s i c  t r a i n i n g  w h e n  t h e  w a r  b e g a n .  

Not surpr i s ing ly ,  t h e  A m e r i c a n s  w e r e  l e a s t  s u c c e s s f u l  in e x e c u t i n g  

d o c t r i n e  t h e y  had n e v e r  p r a c t i c e d .  T h e  A m e r i c a n  Army had  n o t  p r a c t i c e d  c o r p s  

l e v e l  o p e r a t i o n s  in t h e  f ie ld  s i n c e  a c t u a l  c o m b a t  in 1918. C o r p s  m a n e u v e r s  on 

B a t a a n  w e r e  t h i x e f o r e k a g g e d i . .  ,The c o r p s  c o v e r i n g  f o r c e  a c t i o n  a t  L a y a c ,  t h e  

o n  e-d i vi s io n cou n td.ra$t a qk?aFt i !tb e. rrA b uqa y' 1-I ac i e n d a, a n d  t h e  c o r p s  w i t h d r a w a 1 in 

l a t e  J a n u a r . y  , ~ ~ i $ e i ~ ~ e d i g l a s ~ ~ ~ ~ a . ~ ~ ~ s - : i n  planning  a n d  e x e c u t i o n .  Addi t iona l ly ,  

tank-i  n f a n t r  y r !  dmpeca%bq rbefaiie cdhao:war -had b e e n  I im i t ed .  Once on B a  t a a n ,  

; n e i t h e r  tankeksh  nor edwfanitr.ymm I g m i k f h o w  to work w i t h  o n e a n o t h e r .  T h e  

A m e r i c a n  : ? a ~ i c l : , ~ o . ~ t r l u r i y ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , l ~ h i n g s  t h a y  h a d  p r a c t i c e d  ( o f f e n s e  a n d  

d e f e n s e  a! ,batt&iom ap,diUelow)j-h~t y t h t y  d i d  m u c h  less w e l l  wi th  n e w  t a c t i c s  

( t a n k )  a n d  w i t h  i tact i 09 J n&i pr) a&ke d&m!r ps I w i t h d r a w a 1). 

The 'same . d o m e n , t s z / a p p l y  he .  v a r i o u s  t a c t i c a l  eche lons .  P r e - w a r  
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training in the Philippines had concentrqted on battalion and company 

maneuvers with only the beginnings of regimental combat teams exercises. On 

Bataan, success was most apparent and the most frequent at platoon, company, 

and battalion. Tactical troubles began at  regimental level. Because the 

Philippine Division never operated as an entity, it is hard to say how i t  might 

have fared. Rut considering the difficulties the Division experienced in  its 

two-regiment attack at  the Abucay Hacienda, there can be little confidence 

that i t  would have fared well. Corps maneuvers were terribly disorganized. The 

Bataan army never really maneuvered as an army on Bataan. 

One of the most significant tactical failures on Bataan was a seeming 

inability to mass. This was not a failure of doctrine, for doctrine was clear on 

the need to mass. But American commanders repeatedly launched attacks and 

counterattacks. with but a fraction of the forces available. The most glaring 

example was the counterattack at the Abucay Hacienda. The two Philippine 

Division regiments failed to attack simultaneously, and the American command 

failed to react to opportunities. Rut the real failure was the refusal to mass 

available forces at the extreme left flank of the corps fine. More units were 

available, but I1 Corps was afraid to commit them. One exception to the 

failure to mass was I1 Corps' excellent r e a ~ t i o n ~ ~ ~ 8 h ~ ~ f ~ t i i s t i ~ a p a n e s e  attacks a t  

Mabatang on 11-13 January. I1 r%o~psrc l i . ' in rn$di l3Lte i~J~ .b~~~~u~~~d ithe threatened 

sector with strong infantry and : . a r t l ~ ~ . ! ~ ~ s ~ ~ h h j ~ ~ h o ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ c ~ s s f u I  massing 

occured along the west coast in .  re~;c$iot.lii~or.t~e~iirapa;R~se-..t;rwdin&sr there. 

Part of the problem .in.&faidh& ta+~~a.s~iAv&s -:a!; defensive mind set. 

American commanders knew t h e y r r i r / e r e c , ~ c s 5 ~ g ~ ~ , i k n ~ i ~ h ~ y ~ ~ ~ 6 ; . d ) ~ m I t e d  materiel 

and human resources, and kneh ..,~ey.-~d!\ao;.Ihang:r, cnn:-.i&sjj; long as possible. 

T ac t i cal s ugg es t ions re q u i r i ng h l & ~ B  and.. L @f ans i v B i J a I: t i oh were not we I I 

received by senior American com~a~~ergfcic~iAsr-'a.~nss.nl-t, .:;most decisions were 
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c a u t i o u s ,  a n d  f e w  r isks  w e r e  run.  T h i s  is not  to s a y  t h a t  t h e  c o m m a n d e r s  w e r e  

c o m p l e t e l y  passive.  O n  t h e  whole,  t h e y  l a u n c h e d  c o u n t e r a t t a c k s  t i m e  a n d  t i m e  

a g a i n  at t h e  c o r r e c t  moments .  B u t  t h e y  n e v e r  t o o k  s i g n i f i c a n t  r isks,  a n d  t h e y  

n e v e r  consc ious ly  r a n  e c o n o m y  of f o r c e  o p e r a t i o n s  so as to mass  l a r g e r  f o r c e s  

at  a d e c i s i v e  point .  

In v io la t ion  of d o c t r i n e ,  many c o m m a n d e r s  w e r e  "CP bound." T h e y  w e r e  

r e l u c t a n t  to leave t h e i r  w i r e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  l ink and go to t h e  f r o n t .  R a d i o s  

w e r e  in  s h o r t  supply,  a n d  t h e  rad ios  h a d  to  r e m a i n  a t  t h e  c o m m a n d  posts.  Very  

f e w  c o m m a n d e r s  r i s k e d  t h e m s e l v e s  to g a i n  a f i r s t -hand  i d e a  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  

Many lessons  w e r e  l e a r n e d  o n  B a t a a n  a b o u t  d o c t r i n e ,  o f t e n t i m e s  w h e n  

d o c t r i n e  was v io la ted .  A l t h o u g h  d o c t r i n e  c l e a r l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  a n t i a i r c r a f t  

a r t i l l e r y  should be used to p r o t e c t  t h e  f r o n t  l ines ,  t h e  ' A m e r i c a n  c o m m a n d e r s  

c h o s e  to v i o l a t e  t h e  g u i d a n c e .  With l i m i t e d  assets, t h e y  d e c i d e d  to c o n c e n t r a t e  

t h e  t w o  r e g i m e n t s  of a n t i a i r c r a f t  a r t i l l e r y  in s o u t h e r n  B a t a a n  to p r o t e c t  

a i r f i e l d s  a n d  s e r v i c e  s u p p o r t  areas. T h i s  w a s  a b a d  dec is ion .  T h e  a i r f i e l d s  a n d  

supply  areas could  d ig  i n  a n d  c a m o u f l a g e  c r i t i c a l  i t ems ,  w h e r e a s  i n f a n t r y  f r o n t  

l ines  a n d  d e f e n d i n g  a r t i l l e r y  w e r e  eas i ly  pinpointed.  E v e n  t o k e n  a n t i a i r c r a f t  

a r t i l l e r y  n e a r  t h e  f r o n t  l ine  would h a v e  r e l i e v e d  t h e  i n f a n t r y  a n d ,  m o r e  

i m p o r t a n t ,  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  from c o n s t a n t  h a r a s s m e n t .  

B a t a a n  u n i t s  l e a r n e d  how to f i g h t  in t h e  jungle  a g a i n s t  a n  e n e m y  sk i l led  

at i n f i l t r a t i o n  a n d  smal l  u n i t  t a c t i c s .  T h e  A m e r i c a n  u n i t s  had  to  l e a r n  how to d o  

t h i s  f rom s c r a t c h ,  b e c a u s e  i n f a n t r y  d o c t r i n e  o n  j u n g l e  w a r f a r e  did n o t  e x i s t .  

T h e  A m e r i c a n s  l e a r n e d  t h a t  it w a s  possible  to c o p e  wi th  i n f i l t r a t i o n ,  sn ipers ,  

a n d  a l l  t h e  problems associated w i t h  j u n g l e  w a r f a r e .  S u c c e s s  in jungle  f igh t ing  

d e p e n d e d  more t h a n  e v e r  b e f o r e  on t h e  individual  so ld ie r .  

T h e  A m e r i c a n s  l e a r n e d  t h a t  t a n k  d o c t r i n e  as p o r t r a y e d  in FM 7-5 f a i l e d  

to g i v e  g u i d a n c e  on c o o p e r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t a n k s  and i n f a n t r y  d u r i n g  c l o s e  
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combat. Several technical defects were found in the M-3 light tank. Infantry 

commanders were woefull ignorant of how to employ tanks, thinking tanks could 

flush snipers, patrol beaches, chase infiltrators, and more. Infantrymen learned 

never to employ tanks as pillboxes or to leave them forward of friendly lines 

without close infantry support. Tanks proved best suited (on Bataan) for 

employment against limited objectives always within range of infantry support, 

The infantry field manual failed to provide information on tank-infantry 

command arrangements. The tanks remained under Tank Group control, but this 

left the local infantry commander unable to give orders at  the site of the 

battle. 

Doctrine proved effective on Bataan. Unfortunately for the American 

A r m y  at  large, few of the doctrinal lessons learned on aataan reached the 

outside world. Some tactical and technical data was radioed out, and a few 

officers escaped by submarine, but the vast majority of the lessons learned 

remained on Bataan. A few of the officers who were evacuated before the fall 

of Bataan lectured on their experiences, but they did not always draw the 

correct conclusions from their experiences. As a result, the American A r m y  had 

to relearn most of these lessons when it next fought the Japanese in the South 

Pacific. . . . I .  -, (':<7[ji:-;b; ,,. ' 
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Bibliographic Essay 

The source material for the Bataan campaign is severely constrained by 

the loss of official records when the army surrendered and from the death of 

officers and m e n  in  Japanese prison camps. The standard documents from which 

European and post-1942 Pacific actions are analyzed do not exist for Bataan, 

and the researcher must look elsewhere for his data. 

Paradoxically, the fact that the Americans were defeated on Bataan 

encouraged a larger-than-normal outpouring of personal recollections. The 

officers who served there wanted to justify their actions and therefore probably 

produced more data per person than did their more fortunate military comrades 

in Europe and elsewhere. And because the absence of standard reserach data, 

research into the Bataan carnpaign uncovers a wealth of %on-standard" source 

material. 

Official records, orders, and reports: The number of these reports is 

small because of pre-surrender destruction of files and records. However, some 

copies were shipped out of the Philippines before the surrender, others were 

buried and recovered. after the war, while prisoners carried a f e w  items through 

three years of prison camp experience?. These records are especially valuable 
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of time as have memories. They are valuable for confirming names, dates, units 
: L? 3flo.:!idL:lrlct-: r 4lC 1 <>(:- 

etc. reports ceri te r e d around General 

Wainwright's, . , I. "Report. of Operations pf UsAFFE and USFIP in  the Philippine 
:>I-? ~'~.rlOlf:JF-Ji~C:'; -y*mjzlh 1 6 T r j  6'14':. 

Islands, 1941-1942 I'  with  eighteen annexes. This report forms the skeleton upon 
'1s':EJ:: L!l?Ol, "i;-: 

which Dr. Louis Morton wrote. the Arrpy's official history, The Fa11 of the 
. .. .'-t;.J-r:>yi - 
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Philippines, Wginwright's report wasr so-mpiled from various major commanders, 
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from official notes and extracts taken from the Army's G-3 journals which  were  

shipped out of the Philippines before the fall of Corregidor, and f rom notes 

rnade by officers assembled after the war with orders to write a historical 

report of the Philippine campaign. Before 'publication of The Fall of the 

Philippines, numerous comments about t h e  draf t  were  solicited and provide 

useful detail on the campaign. 

Post-war books, magazine articles, A r m y  service school monographs, 

A r m y  branch histories, u n i t  histories written by participants, and diaries, 

letters, and recollection provide very useful data. Monographs and small 

histories written by officer participants have been very valuable. They were 

written relatively soon after the war, normally before 1950. Several officers 

wrote large histories describing the part t h e i r  units played. Post-war 

interrogations of Japanese officers prove less revealing than one would suspect. 

Only two Japanese unit histories survived the war. Several post-war books were 

valuable in that they pulled together official reports, messages, and orders and 

presented them in a convenient format. Other post-war books are often 

apologias or undisguised attacks on senior officers. 

Data collected from Bataan veterans includes interviews, letters, and 

cassette tapes. These veterans provide an incredible wealth of material. 

Because these m e n  were vanquished, they seem to be v e r y  interested in 

' : '.,. 3(:,, -1>;3 i ! j  P;f:.]?VCI:J*> 

1 *?,3: , ; ; , ;  :'15,q"" ,,,) (-.K:,i3 i!Oiil-lq 2G ?I!,!. 

, .  
:?  , ~ i ; ~ ~ i ~ . ~ . ! ~ ~ ~ - . , ~ i r ~ ~ ~  >(,.:: c,>j:, ' ' 1  

explaining the terrible conditions ' 

only a f e w  have tried to exagger.at&'Jthel'r'o contiibutions to the war. The 
~ .-, . .. 1 . . IlC,j 1 El! ,>I- K,:, 

vast majority have provided sober, oftentimes personaliy unfhttering accounts 
. . I  1. :r, j-jC,p<:,5i" ? ' ; I T  

of their part in the campaign. S e v k r i i  21% collectfons have afforded a 
*p5 . ;  -,:;>:,fi ;]:.j...:[:L 1'3 ( I J i V ,  ' " s ;\s> 1 I, 1 !;'- 

welcome source which c u r r e n t  research could nevdr rect-eat&-. 

Three War Department Field Manuals provide the  basis from which  

doctrinal norms are drawn: FM 100-5, Operation's; 1941; PM 9-5, Infantry Field 

e r  which they waged wa;, 
, -*. '..? . , ,?a,'".''. I ....,, :-.$I' . f i . v ~ ( i  c I  
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Manual, Organization and Tactics Infantry, The Ri f l e  Battalion, 1940; and FIM 

6-20, Field Arti l lery Field Manual, Tactics and Technique, 1940. 
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