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Chapter I

TEE PHILIPPICS

On 8 December 1941 (Philippine tine), Japanese planes for the

first tine bombed Mericnn airfields in hhe Philippines. VS. thin

2 wee':s, eneny attack had loade these baaes untenable for heavy

"bombers, and the few remaining 3-17's had retreated 1,500 miles

to Australia. Outnumbered pursuits vihich stayed to fight in Bison

and liindan&o were destroyed or simly fell apart one by one, 1 lean-

while heavy boaabers, dive fcorabers, and purstdts were flowa in to

the Hast Indies during January and February to oppose a Japanese

thrust which was aimed at seizing these rich islands. But by

2 Ilarch, all Aaerican pursuits there had been destroyed or rendered

unserviceable, and a few bombers had again managed to escape to

Australia, '/ithxn a week organised resistance had ceased in Java;

a month later Batasn had f&llen; and on 6 Hay, lit. Gen. Jonathan

Vainwright fron Corre&idor called a halt to American resistance in

the Philippines.

During these months, Anerican heavy bombers had carried out

high-level attack csiinst enemy shipping and to a lesser extent

against land bases; dive bonbers had defied eneny pursuit protection

ia attesting to break -up Japanese landincs in the Netherlands East

Indies; ana pursuit planes, usually outnumbered, fought off eneny

bombers and their escort, carried out invaluable reconnaissance



E&ssiong, and with a&mjally constructed devices even comleted a

considerable number of boribing raids of their own. (Uhe Philippine

eaapaiga and its sequel in the East Indies were the first campaigns

of 'Jorld War II in which American air units participated. She

decisive defeats which they suffered were the direct result of the

military urrpreparedness of the United States.

Eho determination of the military policy to be followed with

regard to the Philippines between the two world wars had involved a

consideration of three possible courses of action: the United States

might attempt to maintain the status quo in the Far East; it might

withdraw frosi there entirely; or it ruieht attecrpt "to build up in

the Philippine Islands a force of sufficient strength to assure

enforcement of our policies, and to protect our interests in the

lax East." Until 1940, a number of conditions had prevented adop-

tion of the latter course. She intellectual and political clinate

prevailing in the United States during the late twenties and the

thirties favored disanosneat, lunds were not provided, and per-

sonnel and eouipaent could not be spared for the Pacific outposts,

furthermore, it was felt that even if the Aray were able to establish

strong forces in the distant Philippines, the llavy would be in-

capable of providing adequate support. Che 'Jar Department, there-

fore, followed a policy of attempting to Maintain existing strength

and of undertaking "no further irrproveiaeats except as a taeasure of

econony."^



As the United States "became more outspokenly critical of

Japan'3 expansion in. Asia, attempts were made to "build up air

strength, in the Philippines. In September 1939, I t . Ool. Garl

Spaats, chief of Plans Division, suornitted a raeiaorandun to General

Arnold in which, he considered the possibilities for a strategic

offensive in the Far East* Spaata concluded that a striking: force

capable of carrying out sustained air operations was a prerequisite

and that Luzon was the logical base. He, therefore, recommended

that a force consisting of two grottps of heavy bonb&rdment, two

squadrons of long-range reconnaissance, three groups of medium bom-

bardment, three squadrons of medium-range reconnaissance, and two

interceptor pursuit groups should be dispatched to Luzon "when, but

not before, the entire force is organized, equipped and trained, and

base facili t ies are adequate for i t s operations." In addition to

these -units, there should be maintained "as a part of the HEKt Mr

Jorce at least sis CTOT^S of heavy bombardment and six lone-range

reconnaissance sq.iiadrons, available for moveneat to Luson upon the

threat or outbreak of host i l i t ies ."2

Actually, there were no means available in the United States

to carry out such a progran. During the previous month, August

1839, the Plans Division had proposed the organization of a composite

wing consisting of 2 mediun bombardment groups, 1 pursuit groTtp,

2 reconnaissance squadrons, and 2 observation squadrons. It was

recognised that the only mesas of implementing such a plan would be

either to increase the current program for enlarging the Air Corps or



to decrease the number of units assigaed to otlier commnds, such as

that in Hawaii or the GHty Air Poxce. In addition to this proposed

organisation, the possibility of ferrying heavy "bombers of the B-17

type to the Philippines was "oeing discussed at this time. A careful

study of air routes was made. Of the four considered, the one from

San jfraaciseo to llaaila via Hawaii* Midway, Wake, and Guam was ob-

viously the most desirable as it was 4,000 miles shorter than any

other possible route. Hut oecause of the lack of suitable airdromes,

Colonel Spaatz recommended a Iforth Atlantic route of 11,075 miles

for excnaer ferrying and a South Atlantic route of 14,615 miles for

use in the winter.

These plans remained almost entirely on paper during 1940. In

April of that year Col. H, E. 0. Richards, air officer attached to

the Philippine Department, modestly requested "a few modern, airplanes

in order to fit our recent graduates from the Air Corps Training

Center for tactical units of the GH^ Air Jorce." He pointed out

that the Philippine Department had at that time only a few obsolete

planes (P-26, 0-46, B-10), and he requested three each of the P-35,

P-36, and 3-13 types and "a few A-17's." Hichards, however, felt

little fear of Japanese aggression, "It begins to look as though

we will eventually get into the war too,11 he wrote. ll!I sat out1

the last war in Atlanta, Charleston, etc* If conditions T)ecjome

acute, would appreciate it if you would keep me in mind and get me

back to the States where I will at least get an opportunity to get

into action."



Although tlxe War Department recognised tlxe inadequacy of the

Philippine defenses, it could promise little immediate improvement

of the situation. It was aware of the fact that no fields on Luzon,

and pro'ba'bly on none of the other islands, could handle anything

sore modern than a P-26 or a 3-10. It knew that even a group of

medium bombers and another of li#it ttoiabers would provide only a

measure of defense against minor assaults, and that a much larger

force would be required to hold the Philippines against a major

Japanese attac!c. Actually during the summer of 1940 only 3 B-18' s

were allotted to the Philippines, Units in the United States could

spare no more aircraft, even of the P-35, P-36, or A-l? tyoes. In-

deed it -was felt that the 38 P-23 pursuits then assigned to the

Philippine Department would have to suffice "until late in the year

1941, at the earliest."6

During the last six months of 1940, the urgent need for strengthen-

ing the forces in the Par East "brought more tangible results. In

July, IlaJ. Gen. George Grunert, conmanding general of the Philippine

Department, issued a warning- as to the weakness of his air ixnits.

"Although the Var Department may T)e at/are of the Air Corps situation

(personnel and materiel) in this department," he wrote, "I consider

it my duty to restate the situation and eoiphasise the inadequacy of

officer personnel and the obsolescence of the materiel. . . ,t( At

that time, existing ta'oles of organisation for air unite in the

Philippines provided for 140 officers, "out according to Grunert,

only 33 Air Corps offioerswere available for organisations which



required 72 to function efficiently. Actually there were not enough.

comTJat crews to put more than 21 plrjaes in the air at one time, and

then only by stripping ground organizations. Furthermore, it is to

"be doubted that 31 serviceable aircraft could have "been found in

the Philippines, and of those in. commission the majority were ob-

solescent.

10
6

38
17

1
1
1

Douglas 0-46A Observation
Ehomas-Morse 0-19 Observation
Boeing P-26A Pursuit
Martin B-103 Bomber

ZB-3A Keystone
OA-4 Douglas Anphibian
OA-9 frnmrnan Amphibian

1935
1931
1S3S

1934, 1935

1923
1930
1938

A Jmovleclge of the weakness of the Philippine defense?, however,

could not alter the realities of the Air Corps expansion program in

the susmer of 1940. Before the 24-Group Program of 1939 could be

completed, the 41-Group Program of May 1940 and subsequently the
g

64-Group Program of July had replaced it. Additional personnel

for overseas units, it was felt, could be obtained only by depleting

tactical units or by modifying pilot training activities in the

Baited States, Moreover, few aircraft could be spared, although

General Arnold in August 1940 did believe that a quota for the

Philippine Department of 3 3-18"is, S3 P-26's, 1? B-103's, 17 0-46A's,
QQ

4 0-49'E, and 4 afflfphibians might be reached by July 1941," He made

every effort, furthermore, to supplement this guota, and in October

directed that 48 P-35's, part of a Swedish contract, be withheld



and diverted to the Philippines. This necessitated additional per-

sonnel, and before the 1st of Ifovember the l?th and. 20th. Pursuit

Squadrons received orders to proceed to San Irancisco with, 40

officers and 314 enlisted men. They were to sail on or about 4

ITovember 1940.10

The arrival in the Philippines of what almost amounted, under

the circumstances, to a nev air force recrnired an assessment of

the available fuel supply. In the late fall of 1940 a surrey wae

Eade. It revealed an alarming situation; 95 per cent of civilian

storage space for all types of gasoline was concentrated in "one

pioall easily bombed area" in the city of Manila, 93 per cent of all

aviation gas was stored in the same area. Only a partial remedy

was made possible when, in February 1941, the Philippine Departnent

received $34,000 for construction of nor© adequate facilities.

Developments in the Far Sast during the fall of 1940 and the

spring of 1941 spurred on those who favored a stronger policy toward

Japan. In Kovessber 1940 Adm. Ihonas Hart, Commander in Chief of

the Asiatic Fleet, submitted a study to the Kavy Department which

prophesied further Japanese ae&Teesion probably in a southerly

direction. Hart wavered in this opinion for a feu weeks in the

early spring, thinking that signs pointed to an attack -upon Siberia,

but soon returned to his original thesis. He felt that the Japanese

were being squeezed economically by the Americans, British, and

Putch, that they had failed in their attempt to obtain sufficient

oil for their war machine by peaceful means, and that the situation
W h "W km J**!* Mitt Ml t*. «Ht ^<UiMHMiHW«M.



"hade fair to "become menacing. *"•*"

Plans Division in Washington had made a realistic estimate of

the situation, 'She Air Corps garrison in the Philippines was known

to be a token force only. It had never "been visualized as capable

of meeting "serious contingencies." SOhis point was emphasised in

a study siade "by Colonel Spaatz, after reading which l&J. Gen. George

Brett stated in February 1941 that "the minimum, air garrison for

an effective defense should eoEtprise not less than one long tange

bombardment wing of three or core groups and one pursuit wing of

three or more groups, together with such additional ground and air
IS

consonants as may "be required to constitute a balanced force,"

It was impossible at this time, however, to provide either the

necessary personnel or the planes for these admitted needs. Hever-

theless, during the spring and summer of 1241 there was some piece-

meal reinforcement. In llarch the commanding general of the Hawaiian

Department received orders to ship 18 B-lS's by transports which

were to leave Hawaii for the Philippines on 15 and 17 April. And

on 19 April, the merchant ship, American IfrmufpfftrUreyt sailed from
14

the United States carrying 31 P-40B's to the same destination.

TJith the prospect of receiving modern aircraft, it was decided

to create a more modern air organization. The undermanned units which

served as the air garrison for the Department had hitherto been

organised into the 4th Composite Grotrp, 5!he 17th and 20th Pursuit

Squadrons, -upon arriving in the Philippines late in November 1940,

had been incorporated into that gzoTxp and had been based at Uichols

£%



Pield on the outskirts of Manila. In addition to these newly-

arrived squadrons, the 4th. Group consisted of a Headquarters and

Headquarters Squadron and the 3d Pursuit Squadron "oased at ITiohols

Field, and the 2&th Bombardment and 3d Observation Squadrons at

Clark Held, approximately 60 miles north of Manila. The first

of a series of important steps in reorganisation occurred on 6 way

1941, when the units conposin^ the 4th Composite Group together with,

the 20th Air Base Group and miscellaneous supporting units were

incorporated into the Philippine Department .Air force. So command

this newly constituted organization, the War Eepartment had trans-

ferred Brig. Gen. Henry B, Clagett from his previous assignment as

16

commanding officer of Selfridge Field, llichigan.

General Olagett had had long experience as a flyer and an ad-

niniptrator. "alien a teaporary na^or in the Signal Corps in 1918,

he had acquired flying status and was rated as a junior aviator.
During the twenties and thirties he had held nunerous administrative

17

positions and at the ssjne time had retained his flying status.

He went to the Philippine Department with the understanding that

one of his first tasks would "be to participate in a mission to

investigate aerial requirements in China. He arrived in the

Philippines during the first weelc in Kay and left almost immediately

for Ghina, returning to Manila a month later. Sot until then was he

able to make a thorough survey of his own requirements. He found

that he had "been given, as he said, "one hell of a jo*b." He had



10

an insufficient number of <%l$!i?r*n£e<f-%&&f' $era>Mel; he was over-

strength in enlisted ;aen and trainees, but had too few authorized

unitsj airdrome faci l i t ies were inadequate; and he believed that in

order to obtain necessary cooperation from civilians he had to en-

tertain them, and even thea folt that Ms efforts had "to be greased
"Lfi

through officials of the Philippine government."

A second important step in the reorganisation of the Philippine

Department demonstrated the growing importance of the Par Eastern

theater. Cn. 37 July 1941, Gen. Douglas llacArthur, who had been

serving as military adviser to the Philippine government, assumed a

new command, that of Corcraanding General of the United States Army

Porces in the Far East IUSAEEB), Efcis prepared the way for a further

reorganisation of American air units. On SO June, the Var Department

had received a request from the Philippine Department for a more

flexible air command. It had suggested the establishment of an air

force headquarters with a composite group and a pursuit group composed

of the pursuit squadrons then in the Philippines. Spaatz, now a

brigadier general and Chief of the Air Staff, heartily concurred with

the suggestion, describing it as a type of organisation "capable of

easy control and expansion." Shortly after the creation of TJKAFF3,

therefore, Clagett's coauaand was reorganized. On 4 August, the

PhiliDmne Department Air Jorce was redesignated the Air Porce,

United States Army Forces in the Par East. It was to operate directly

under lIccArthur "except for routine administration and supply," which
19would still ftmction junder Headquarters Philippine Department.



She new organization was still only a token force. Only the

31 P-403's which had arrived in l$a,y could be considered modern air-

craft; the others were obsolescent: 31 P-26's, 56 P-35's, 10 0-46's,

3 0-193's, 10 A-9's, 1 0-89, 9 A-37%,14 3-101's, and IS 3-18's. Tne

nunber of trained pilots was gradually increasing end by the middle

of August totaled approximately 330. At the same tise, airdrome

facilities were being improved, nevertheless only Clark yield was

suitaole for heavy "bombers, althouch it was planned to complete the

runways et Kichols Pi eld by 1 October. Pursuit planes could use six

fields within SO miles of Manila, but these lacked all fuel and

repair facilities, and six additional fields scattered throughout

the Archipelago were principally useful for dispersal.**0

!Ihe need for airfields extensive enough, to base modern aircraft

was becoming acute since plans for the further reinforcement of the

Philippines were rapidly maturing, Hiese plans were based upon a

liberal interpretation of "Hemisphere Defense." According to General

Spaatz, "the integrity of the Western Hemisphere . . . is paramount

to such en extent that it determines the propriety of all national

effort." Since air power played "the paramount role" in this

concept, the distribution of available aircraft, according to

SoaatE, should "be determined with that principle clearly in mind.

She Air Staff in late August calculated, on the basis of the progress
r

of the Buropean war, thr.t l&rch 1943 was the earliest likely date

for an active threat against the Western Hemisphere. Under existing

programs, however, sufficient aircraft wotad not be available by



then, "Since tlxere is no assurance that aid rendered nations opposing

the Aids powers will prevent success "by the Asds," concluded SpactK,

"such aid should "be viewed as a ga&ble . . . until minimum forces

for Hemisphere Defense are available. She future diversions of air-

craft to other nations, therefore, should no more than suffice to

21
keep "such nations in active opposition to the Axis."

Ihe concept of Hemisphere Defense, however, was Tjroad enough to

include "both the Hawaiian and the Philippine Departments. Hawaii,

"the most vital outpost" in the west, according to the Air Staff,

would face the threat of attempted landings "in the event of an

Axis victory." But a strong TjombarOment force, with a minimum of

three heavy groups, could make that outpost secure. It was also Re-

lieved that a sufficiently strong bombardment force in the Far East

would constitute a further and necessary guarantee of security. For

this reason, four heavy "bombardment groups, consisting of 272 aircraft

a&d 68 in reserve t together with two pursuit grotsps of ISO planes

each had "been set up in the plans to maintain "a strategical defen-

sive in Asia and for the protection of American interests in the

PhillTjrjines. « 3 3

Steps to implement these -plane for further reinforcement of

the Tar East had already "been taken. Early in August 1941 the

Secretary of War approved a program which would send nodern planes

and equipment when available to the Philippines. At the seme time,

General Sbar-tz had arranged for 50 P-^OS's to be sent directly frora

the factories, and for 28 P-40B's, taker, from operating units, to "be



"boxed, crated, and shipped to the same destination in September. ;;ore

efforts* hovever, were focussed on providing lfe.cArtb.ur1 a comiiiand with

a grow? of heavy boia'bers, lEhe possibilities were not very extensive,

and a logical choice vra.s that of the 19th Group, a group which probably

had had more eamerience than any other in flying B-17's. I t was more

difficult to find sufficient aircraft to equip a oojjnlete group. The

19th. itself had only 14 planes, 3-17D's; in Hav/aii, the 5th and 11th

Groups had approximately 30 of the saiae type; the 7th Group was at

?orb Douglas, Arisona, isith 8 B-170's and 5 B-17D's; the 39th G-ro-op

at (ieiger Jield was flying 5 S-l7C's; while approximately 25 addi-

tional B-lTB's and G's Mere at factories and air depots "being modified

for conbat. Since these planes were the only ones available, i t

was recommended that the Air Force Gora"bat Ooaaiand assign sufficient

E-17 D's, O's, and 3's f in that order of preference, to "bring the

19th Groiip rro to i t s authorised strsngth of 35 planes, and that the

19th Sroiip, less one squadron, "be transferred "at the earliest

practicable time" to the Philippine Department, vdth the air echelon

effecting tha transfer "by air .

No Army heavy "boaberg had hitherto made the flight from the

United States to the Philippines. In fact in March and April 1941,

a plan for a aass flight of 3-17 *s to Hawaii from San Francisco was

at f i rs t unfavoraDly considered because of a fear of public reaction

should tho f l i^ i t fa i l . SEhie, i t was felt , would have Tseen damaging

to the prestige of the Array Air Corps, particularly since the l̂ a

had already cosqpleted a num'oer of successful flights to Honolulu.



nevertheless, plans were finally completed and 31 3-1?ps,flova. "by

nesibers of the 19th Group, made the 2,400-aile flight to Hawaii on

13 V&y 1941.24

By the end of July, it had T>een decided that crews in Hawaii

organised into a provisional squadron, rather than the 19th Group,

•would pioneer the sir lanes to the Philippines with nine of the

Hawaiian B-17's. She chief deleting factor was the dearth of infor-

mation, on certain portions of the route. A 3-year-old plan of following

an Atlantic route had given way to the more logical one of reaching

Manila via 12L&uay, ¥ake, and Darwin, Australia. In August 1941,

however, no one in Hawaii or the United States apparently Icnew what

facilities were available in Australia; moreover since the hop froin

WaTce to Danan would have "been dangerously long, some one had to

deterniine what intermediate airfield was available. Telephone con-

versations with Australian authorities yielded insufficient informa-

tion; consequently two Army officers were flown "by Havy plane from

Honolulu with orders to survey the facilities at Eabaul in Hew

Britain, at Port Hores'by in ITew Guinea, and at Darwin. Meanvhile

the Fourteenth ITaval Histrict was rushing runway construction on

Ui&way and Ualce in the hopes that the 3-17's could take off from

Hawaii for Midway on 5 September.

By September the ¥ar Department and the Hawaiian authorities

were completing preparations for the trip. Picked crews, under the

leadership of IIa;J. J&unett G'Donnell, Jr. were reaching a high state

of training, and on 1 September the provisional organization was



designated the 14th. Bombardment Squadron (H). By the first of the

south, too, their route had been chosen. The planes were to fly to

Manila via Midway, Wake, Port Moresby, and Darwin, ana progress was

to be reported regularly by radio* Hie fuel supply was expected, to

"be a problem, for it vas not known if a sufficient quantity of avia-

tion gasoline was available in Australia. If, as was ejected, it

became necessary to use 90-octane gas, the crews were instructed to

use the maximum 100-octane possible. In such a case, the main, tanks

were to contain the "best "blend while the poorest would, "be placed in

the bonb "bay. A few details of a diplomatic nature also had to "be

settled. On 3 September the Hawaiian Department learned that

Australian authorities had granted the necessary permission to fly

over their territory and territorial waters, "but O'Donnell was

ordered to notify the Air Board at Melbourne of the expected tiae

of arrival at Port IIores"by and Darwin. He was to route these

messages through the United States Havy and the Australian l\aval

Board. Before departing from Darwin, he was to warn the governor

of the ITctherlan&s East Indies at Batavia that the 3-17's would soon
the

be flying over his territory. It was emphasised that/movement was of

such a delicate nature that all details were to remain secret even

OR

after the arrival at Claris Held."

At 0600, 5 September, the flight consisting of 9 3-17's, 26

officers, 3 cviation cadets, and 46 enlisted men tools off from

Eickam Held. Ihree of tho officers, a weather officer, a communi-

cations officer, and a flight surgeon, were to return to Hawaii upon



AIR ROUTES TO THE FAR EAST
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completion of the trip." Ihe planes flew the first leg of the

journey to Iliduay—1,132 nautical miles—without incident except for

two hours instrument flying throu^i rain and heavy clouds. Weather

conditions, however, were never serious enough to cause much variation

from a predetermined altitude of 8,000 feet. As the 3-17's approached

liidway, they received satisfactory radio "bearings froa Pan American

facilities there and contacted the control tower "by voice for land-

ing instructions. After 7 hours and 10 minutes in the air, the

flight landed on the 4,500-foot runway. The gasoline facilities

consisted of two pits and drums. O'Donnell decided to refuel only

Iron drums since the men would need this ercperience at Wake where it

was known that only drums were available. Fortunately they had

brought along engine-driven gas purtps "which proved to be lifesavers,'1

particularly as the local marine service detachment was off on

maneuvers. In less than four hours after landing, the crews had

coapletely serviced and staked down the planes for the night. The

officers found the housing and mess facilities excellent, althou^i

located on another island. Hie enlisted men, on the other hand,

slept under the wings of their own ships, ate at an unappetising

mess, and furnished fivo men each raeal for kitchen police.

On the following day, the nine planes took off at 0445 (Wake

Tiae) without mishap except for hitting a number of large birds.

Ihey cruised at 3,003 feet through excellent weather, crossed the

international date line at 0745, and "in one second it became Sunday

September 7." 3Siey received fairly accurate radio bearings from

iEESTMCTEp
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Uake, and rolled onto the landing field at 1120, having flown 1,035

ciiles. A construction company building installations at Wake had

made careful preparations for their reception. Gasoline drams had

been placed in the parking area so that each ship could taxi up to

its own supply. She meals were excellent; some of the crews were

even entertained at a barbeque steak dinner. £he beds were also

most satisfactory, but the crews could not enjoy them for long as

the take-off had ~been scheduled for midnight.

Since the 2,176 miles fro*a Wake to Port Moresby involved cross-

ing some of the Japanese aiandated islands, it was considered wise to

avoid a possible international incident TOY flying over this area at

night. !Hhe take-off occurred successfully fron a runway lined with

gasoline flares, but shortly thereafter oae B-17 piloted by Oapt.

W. P. 5"isher had to return for repairs. In I-]* hours, however, h©

was able to resume his flight. 3Por the first 2 hours, the flight

kept at the customary 8,000 feet, but as it approached the Mandates,

it climbed to 30,000 feet and turned out all lights. Io this time,

the weather had been perfect. How, however, heavy clouds hid the

bright moonlight, and the planes climbed to 26,000 feet without

topping then. Fortunately there was little turbulence although rain

fell heavily around the ships. Oonrplete radio silence was preserved

during this phase of the flight. Consequently the planes lost track

of oae another, but when they resumed radio coaounications, O'Donnell

found all ships in their assigned positions. At t^is point, the

3-17 piloted b^1 lit, Edward 0. Teats developed engine trouble. Hfeats



T8

j?pff J2EB-
also discovered that in some way lie had. lost 175 gallons of gasoline.

He considered this serious enoû b. to warrant an emergency landing

at EabauL tut was warned of soft fields there, and so continued with

the flight. At 1255, Monday, 3 September, he successfully landed

at Port 3Ioresby with the rest of the squadron.

The crews found the Australians genial and hospitable. In his

welcone, the territorial administrator pointed out the historical

significance of the occasion since, according to him, theirs was

the first TJ. S. Army unit ever to set foot OH, Australian soil. She

Air Corps officer who had served as an advance agent for the 14th

Squadron had procured Australian enlisted men and Papuan natives

to service the ships, but for the first time sufficient 100-octane

gasoline was not available, and a blend of 100 and 90-octane had

to be used. Leaving members of a Papuan infantry battalion guarding

the planes, the crews paid a visit to the town finding rather

primitive facilities, little in the way of sanitation or ruining

water, and, with the exception of some native fruit, only canned

food to eat. After a day's rest at Port Moresby, the 3-17's resumed

their flight at 0845, Wednesday, 10 September. They covered the

334 miles to Darwin in 6f. hours. Here they found an excellent air-

field -with huge runways running in "all directions." She crews were

greeted officially by the Administrator of the northern territory and

not so officially by friendly members of the PJU31, who gave them a

gala party and obtained souvenirs by stripping the officers of all

their insignia.
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She squadron took off rornanila at 0435 on 13 September. 33ie

planes at first cruised at 9,000 feet through, excellent weather,

but as they approached their destination the slcies "became overcast.

Ehey had received several favorable weather reports from Clark Held,

out when they reached the southern tip of Pa&ay, they were advised

to land at Eel Monte. Ihis message confused G'Donnell. He knew

nothing of Del Monte and had "been told "by radio l>efore leaving

Hawaii that Clark was the only field suitable for landing 3-17ls in

the Philippines; go he continued on his predetermined course. She

weather grew steadily worse, and the B-17's were maneuvered into

storm echelon, keeping over uater to avoid mountains, and flying at

an altitude of from 100 to 400 feet. Hourly position reports kept

the planes in their assigned formation, fortunately when they

reached Manila Bay, they found "a dome of good visibility" near

Qorregidor. 2hey circled over that txea while 0'Donnell dispatched

one plane evexy 3 ninutes toward Clark Held 60 miles to the ITorth.

As each pilot let his plane down over the unfamiliar runway, he was

completely T)linded "by rain driving on the windshield and had to rely

on the engineer looldjag out the dome •behind him for directions. In

spite of the hazards, all planes landed safely with only one slight

siishap when a 3-17 grazed a B-18 parked near the rum/ay.

ly 1600 on 13 September, the historic fli^it had "been completed.

O'Eonnell in sunoariaing his experiences pointed out that the secrecy

which surrounded the movement had prevented the personnel at the

airfields along the route from knowing when to expect his arrival,
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that weather reports had been insufficient, and that the crews had

had inadequate knowledge of the Philippine Islands, fhis last was

particularly unfortunate in view of the storciy weather which confronted

them as they neared Clark Pield, 2hey had learned upon their arrival

that a study of the islands had been prepared veelie before and had

been seat to Hawaii by clipper in sufficient tiae to reach them for

their talce-off. The clipper, however, had cracked up at Guam, and

23thus this important information had never arrived.

In spite of these minor difficulties, hoverer, the 14th Squadron

had succeeded in its flight and thus had moved the Far East closer

to the United States, Ehose who envisaged & successful defense of

the Philippines against enemy att&cl: now had irrefutable proof that

air reinforcement was feasible. SGhis fact undoubtedly helped to shape

American policy in the fall of 1941, even, though, it was recognized

that air and ground forces could not be prepared for "ultimate

decisive nodern coabat" before 1 July 1S43.

On 11 September 1941, a Joint Anr.y and Havy Board approved a

document which listed the assumptions upon which future plans were

based. According to this study, American national policy included

the accepted principles of the I!onroe Doctrine, freedom of the seas,

aid to Britain, and to other anti-Axis nations, and strong disapproval

of Japanese aggression in the Far Bast. It assumed, furthermore,

"that eventually the TJ. S. will euploy all armed forces necessary

to accomplish national objectives," and that "the principal theater
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appear desirf.'ole. "ou Although, this plan asserted that the -ultimate

objective of the final phase of proposed operations was "the total

defeat of Germany," the text of the plan included a strong statement

concerning the importance of the Philippines. (The general scheme

of operations still required only "a strategic defensive in the Far

Bast, " Eufc this strategic defensive included the iGaintenance of

the integrity of the Philippine Islands which were now considered

"too important to our position in the Par East and our prestige in

the world" to "be permitted to pass tinder Japanese control. With the

increase of .American diplonsatie pressure on Japan, therefore, the

Joint Board considered vital "a substantial increase of our forces

in the Far East," and gave primary consideration to the creation of

na moderately strong air force" in that theater, ffihis was to Include

the strengthening of the Philippine garrison to protect present and

future air "bases, the disposition of tvo pursuit groups to provide

protection for the Manila area and for "bombardment "bases in northern

Luzon, and the movement of four heavy "boiabardment groups to the

Philippines as soon as possible."

Even as the plan was "being put in its final form, specifics steps

were "being taken to implement it. On 7 September, General MaeArthur

had stated that the one American division already in his oomiaaad,

supplemented "by units of the Philippine army, provided an adequate

infantry garrison. He felt at this time that his greatest needs

were supplies and equipment with particular emphasis on aircraft
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warning facilities together with aircraft end necestsry

equipment. ISarshall concurred in. these suggestions and promised

sore air reinforcement as soon as Philippine airfields could

accommodate additional planes, adding that the TJSAFE13 yas "being

placed "in hijiest priority" for equipment including authorised

defense reserves for 50,000 men.

ILacArthur had already received funds earmarked for the con-

struction of adequate airfields, and a substantial program was under

vay. In August, an AG letter had authorised the expenditure of

$3,373,000 for specific airfield projects, £his amount had proved

inadequate, and on 1 October negotiations were completed for the

transfer of an additional $2,200,000 from "Public 29 Airplane De-

ferred Storage Program11 to the Philippine Department for Air Corps

projects only, and before the end of the month $5,000,COO more were

allocated for siaiilax purposes.

Although some progress was thus "beine nade in airfield construc-

tion during the fall, aircraft warning facilities,also recognized as

of primary importance, reraained almost non-existent. Early in

September, a project designed to give thorough aircraft "warning

coverage of the Philippine Archipelago was submitted to the War

department fron Headquarters, USAEFJ3. 2 M B project called for at

least 10 lon&-xcnge detectors and 16 tracking stations. To fill

these needs, 1 SCE 273 and 2 SOE 371's were en route by the middle

of Septeiaber, and S SOB. 370's were scheduled to "be shipped by 1

October. In addition, General Ifcrshall stated that £190,000 could



be released for aircraft warning construction, and that an additional

$300 ,000 wo-uld "be included in the supplemental estiisate for the

fiscal year 1842 in order that 3 detector stations and 1 information

center might "be completed."

lleanwhile plans were maturing for the transfer of additional

aircraft to General Olagett's air force. She Army-lTavy Joint Board

had recommended 4 heavy bombaronent groups and 2 pursuit grows.

2ut "by 1 October only a beginning had "been made on that program.

Ebe USAETB had one pursuit group consisting of the 31 P-40's and the

obsolescent P-35's, the 9 B-17's of the 14th Squadron, and a few

J-18's. She schedule to augment the nucfber of pursuits to two-group

strength was somewhat vague. General Marshall, on 9 September, had

informed IfecArthur of a proposal to increase the number of his ptur-

suit squadrons from three to five. 5wo weeks later a plan was "being

considered to transfer two pursuit squadrons from Hawaii by 1

January 1942."° On 3 October the Secretary of War was informed

that 50 pursuits had reached llanila on the president Pierce, the

President Oooliclge. and the American Press, all of which had arrived

before 30 September. Yet a radio message from Manila showed only a

total of 23 P-40B's on hand as of that date, and these had been in

the Philippines since I-Jay. By the end of September, 25 ?-40E's

appeared for the first time in a status report, but this still left

25 pursuits unaccounted for.07

More definite information exists regarding the transfer of bom-

bardment aircraft to USAPFii, Early in September, MacArthur informed
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eonbat squadrons. IJithin a month, preparations vrero under way for

the transfer of the 37th Bombardment Orroup (IJ) to the Philippines,

oa or about 1 ITovember 1941. At the s&rae time, every available

effort vas "being; aade to collect 53 A-24 aircraft to equip this
(JO

group. MacArthur could also count on a reasonably specific schedule

for the arrival of heavy bombers, General Llarshall on 9 September

had asserted that two squadrons could be dispatched during October,

and "before the end of the month arran&eiaents had been laade for the

transfer by 1 October of a headquarters and headquarters squadron

together with the 30th and 93d Bombardment Squadrons, all of the

19th Group. During that period also the air echelon of these units

was to fly 26 33-17's to the same destination. This movement, it was

hoped, would be only one in a series of flights which would include
39

33 heavy "bonbers in December, 51 in January, and 46 in February.

Thus, the War Department had allocated 165 heavy bombers to the

Philippines to be delivered before 1 March 1943. In view of the

fact that the estimated production of both S-17's andB-24'g for

that period was approziioately 330 aircraft, this program demonstrated
40

the growing iraporiianee of the Par 3ast in .American strategy.

Obviously the highest priority in the entire r>rograa3 was being

given to heavy bombers. It was obvious also that these aircraft

would have to be ferried to their destination. Hie 14th Squadron

had tested the route via Hawaii, Midway, tfalce, Port Moresby, and

Ikrwin. 2ut, as has been pointed out, that route necessitated

flying over a number of the Japanese mandated islands, in Which area
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the Japanese were notoriously inhospitable to visitors. I t was

desirable, therefore, to find, another route, one which would be

safer than that followed by 0'Eonnell!s nine £-17's "but if possible

just as expeditions. The IT&vy had already foreseen the desirability

of staging long-range aircraft across the Pacific and had considered

the possibility of "basing land planes at a number of naval air

stations in the South Pacific. Ehus in reply to a request for in-

formation Tap the Chief of Staff, Admiral Stark could reply on

10 October 1941 that one runway at Palmyra would "be usable by

1 January 1942 and completed by 1 Ilarch, that two runways at Samoa

would probably be •usable ~Oir 1 July 1S42 aad coaraLeted by 1 December,

and that the llavy Department was prepared to undertake the construc-

41
tion of an airport on Canton Island,

3y the end of October, the Army had taken steps to further the

project. General IiacArthur, responsible for the portion of the

route west of Hew Caledonia, had already negotiated with officials

in Australia and the Netherlands l£ast Indies. !Che Commanding General

of the Hawaiian Department, It. &en. Walter 0. Short, who was

charged with the development of the route "east of, but including,

the Soloaon Islands and Hew Caledonia," was gathering ships to trans-

port construction personnel and eqioipaient to Canton and CJhristaas
42

islands. Yet the continuation of the route tovard Australia

reouired attention to diplomatic details as well as to tremendous

problems of supply end construction. Glecrly the Job had just
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Since heavy bombers vould not be able to use the southern route

for several months, the 3-17's of the 19th Group were to follow the

course pioneered liy the 14th Squadron. The date of departure of the

next flight was contingent upon the availability of gasoline and oil

at refueling points along the route, ifren before the 14th Squadron

h£.& left Hawaii, the Air Staff had concluded that in order to carry

out routine flights to the Philippines, 40,000 gallons of 100-

octane gasoline should be maintained at both Wake and Ilidway,

60,000 gallons at both Port Horesby and Darwin, and a reserve

supply of 10,000 gallons at Bab&ul. After the 14th Squadron had

cosapleted its movement, 1'idway and Vafce still had adequate fuel re-

serves, but those at Port Horesby and Darwin had to be replenished.

In order to accomplish this most efficiently, General IlacArthur was

requested on 11 September to supply those two points and Babsul from

M s own gasoline reserves. At the same tine, he was assured that

the War Department was planning to send more 100-octane to the

Philippines as soon as shipping was available.~

She shortage of tankers and lack of coordination delayed the

accor^nlishaent of this plan. General IktcArthur, for example, did

not ac&nov&edse the first raessaee frost the War Department requesting

a shipment of fuel to Darwin and Port llorecby. This required a

follow-up message. Later the Australian authorities, who were dis-

turbed about the shortage of 100-octane, were kept in the darl: as to

vfoen they might expect to receive an additional supply. By the

middle of October, how^yorj _soste of the difficulties had "been ironed
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out, MacArthur had chartered two ships, the American Press aad the

Vincent. to transport 10,000 gallons of gasoline to Rabaul, 140,000

gallons to Port Moresby, and 85,000 to Darwin, lloreover, arrangements

had beaa Made to maintain an adequate aaount at these points by ship-
4/.

meat frora the United States.'

The movement of the gasoline to Port Iloresby, according to

MacArthur, was to be eaijpleted by 19 October. Ehe final arrange-

ments for the flight of the 19th Group could, therefore, be wade,

Although, the \fer Department had been planning this movement for

several months, the final alert came -unexpectedly by a telephone

nessage on 16 October. She planes had been undergoing extensive

depot overhaul, and several technical difficulties were discovered

at the last moment. It was found, for example, that the bulkheads

and internal bracings of the fuselage v.i-thin the radio operator's

compartment were not strong enough to withstand the recoil shock of

dual .50-caliber guns, which necessitated last-ninute strengthening

of sections of that part of the plane. In spite of these and other

delays, however, 26 B-17's had arrived at Hickam Field "ay the morning
AC

of 22 October.

Meanwhile precautions were being taken to prevent possible

Japanese interference with the flight to the Philippines. 3?he air-

fields at Midway and Wake were in a particularly exposed position

to naval or air attack, and Army authorities vdshed to be reassured

of the condition of the island defenses. Shis fell under the juris-

diction of the llavy, ani-^a-JXQstober General Marshall addressed a
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detailed memorandum to the Ohxef of STaval Operations informing him

of the plans to reinforce the Philippines. I t also esrahasised the

need for turasiJal precautions at Midway and T,/al;e and stated that if

the l*avy Department were "in a position to render assistance in this

matter,51 detailed arranceaents to insure the safety of the 3-17's

while on the ground should "oe made "between the CosJmanding General,

Hawaiian Department, and the com-nander of the participating naval

components. Adairal Stark immediately directed the Commander in

Chief of the U. S. Pacific Fleet to take special precautions at Vfeke

and Midway. At the sane time, he informed IfershaLl of the land

defenses on those islands. According to his statement "both had a

Marine garrison, "but the defenses at "Jalce were incosrolete and only

partially manned. 3-Sdway, on the other hand, was equipped with 5-

inch naval guns ennl&eed for low-angle fire together with 3-inch

46
antiaircraft and .50- and .SO-cali'oer machine guns.

"fifch this information from the Mavy, the War Department directed

the 19th Sroup to prepare for departure iron Hawaii on 32 October.

The emerience of the 14th Sauadron had shown that Daruin and Midway

could have handled a l l 36 planes at the same time. The facili t ies

at Port Itoresby and at Wake, however, were liniited to not more than

nine planes. Ems the group was divided into a number of flights,

the first of which took off frosa Hickam Field on 22 October. Their

instructions were to avoid as far as possible the Japanese Mandates,

and to maintain in this area a high altitude and complete radio

silence except for distress signals. 3ad weather delayed the planes
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and. Wake. Sngine trouble also was more frequent than had been the

case in the movement of the 14th. Squadron, nevertheless the first

eight 3-17's arrived at Claris Held on 29 October, one wee1: after

leaving Hawaii, and all but two had arrived by 4 iToveiaber. Eh.ese

two were delayed at Darwin by engine trouble but later arrived

safely.

The arrival of the 26 3-17's in the Philippines was a landmark.

It meant more than the siaole fact that the Air Force, USAPS'S, now

possessed 35 modern heavy 'bombers. It s^bolized a new and stronger

Anerican policy toi,-ard the Far East. In 1939 only a token force,

both air and groiind, had existed in the Philippine Department.

Responsible officers of the Air Corps, notably general Arnold end

General Spantz, were fully aware of the inability of that force to

withstrmd any full scale attack; yet at that tine they had neither

the men nor the materiel to establish an effective garrison there.

Furthermore, attention was focussed principally on Europe rather than

the Pacific. By the fall of 1941 r-rtbitious programs for expansion of

the Air Corps had "been launched, e&.& the Philippine Islands had been

recognised as one of the most important outposts for defense of the

Western Hemisphere. She 36 3-1?'s accordingly gynbolised the dawn-

ing hope that, if tlie new program of reinforcement could be coiapleted

before a Japanese attach, the Philippines could then be held.



Chapter II

SHE PI2RI0D 02 ALEH2, IIOTEffiSR ffiO ? DSCJSKBSR 1941

Diplomatic events in tlie fall of 1941 were pointing iaore and

more clearly to a crisis in the Par Bast. In July, negotiations

"between the United States and Japan had "brol-cen down following a

series of economic squeezes to which "both iSngland and the United

States had subjected Japan. In August a personal letter to President

Roosevelt from Prince Eonoye, the Japanese Preiaier, had urged, a

resumption, of negotiations, "but in late September a Japanese note

indicated little chance for compromise. Particularly disturbing

was the replacement on 17 October of Prince Konoye by General 2ojo,

an avowed militarist, Imown to have extreme views as to Japan's

role in Asia. Both the *.;ar Department and idle TISAFFS command, aware

of the crisis, were rushing the completion of necessary defenses and

reinforcement s.

DevelopmentE prior to November, such as the creation of USATPS

under IJacArthur, the reorganisation of air units under Olagett, the

appropriations for airfield facilities, and the plans for reinforce-

ment of pursuit and fcoafcardrieirt units, had laid a foundation for

further expansion of "both ground and air forces. General MacArthur

believed, houever, that a new organisation vns necessary for a nore

effective employment of his air units, and early in the fall had re-

quested that I-Jaj. Gen. Lewis H. Brereton "be sent to the Philippines
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the Air Corps which included the command of the 17th Bombardment Wing,

GEQ Air Force and the command of the Efcird Air Force, had just

completed a series of eiscoeriments testing the errployjaent of air

units in cooperation with ground troops. During *he first week in

October, he was relieved fron coniuiand of the Third Air Force and sent

to ''fashin̂ ton for abrief period of orientation lief ore reporting for

duty in llanila.

During the ensuing conferences at Vashington, the form of a new

air organisation for the Philippines was determined. It was decided

that Erereton's cominand would "be Icnown as the Far 3ast Air Force.

At the same time, during a meeting of 16 October, General Arnold in

consultation with 3rereton decided upon the activation in the

Philippines of the V Som'oer Comnand and the Far JSast Air Service

Command. iEhis was in accord with a general plan, to inactivate Air

Oorps winge and substitute functional comiaands. Arnold further

su^ested the inactivation of the 4th Composite Group and the em-

plojT3ent of the headquarters personnel thus released in the new

coonaods.*'

Following Brereton's arrival in the Philippines, therefore, the

air force wae coiroletelj" reorganised. She changes determined upon

in the Washington conferences liecanc effective on 16 November 19€L.

Q!he newly-activated Far East Air Force included the 7 Bomber Command

•under lit. Col. Eugene L. Eiibani:, iiiio also remained the contisanding

officer of the 19th Group; the Far East Air Service Command under
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Col. L. S. Churchill, forner coraraaader of the 4th Composite Grout);

and the V Interceptor Gotansnd. Tinder General Olagett. MaeArthur did

not "believe that he had the personnel required "by the nev organizations

and radioed an urgent appeal for more, She '.Jar Department replied

that additional officer and enlisted personnel would "be sent by the

first available transport, and that 1,978 enlisted men would be

ready for shipment on or about 1 December 1941. In general, however,

it was felt that the Par East Air Force had "present for duty more

than the percentage of experienced personnel in other combat units

in the A m y Air Forces," and that particularly for staff work,

I-IacArthur could choose from a large number of regular Ar*iy officers
4,

already in his theater.

General Olagett's position by this reorganisation had become

personally eabarrassing. In August he had been assured that General

Arnold favored his promotion and would push it through if approved

by either General Srunert or General ifrcArthur* MacArthur had

stated later that Qlagett's duties had "oeen performed to his entire

satisfaction, nevertheless Brereton had received the comnand of

the air force while Clagett had "been relegated to a subordinate

position as commanding officer of the 7 Interceptor Command. Ihe

latter believed that this loss of position inevitably produced a

situation "inimical to the utnosfc defense efforti" and though, he had

shared responsibility t-dth Brereton and lb,cArthur in effecting the

reorganisation, he felt thfit his -oresence uiifjat restrict their
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quested a return to the United States. Brereton approved the request

for transfer principally on the grounds of Clagett's poor health and

e,t the same tine praised his efficiency and ability. The final

decision, however, was not made until 13 December when i t was

decided that the change was not practicable "in view of the Pacific

situation."

Olagett's 7 Interceptor Oomtiand consisted of the 24th Pursuit

Group, eonposed of the 3d, 17th, and 30th Souadrons. She pilots of

these "units had received considerable training in trursuit tactics

in a special training unit at Clark Field and in gunnery at lisa

Field, 75 railes northwest of 1-anila. Staring Hovember, the 21st and

34th Squadrons of the 35th Pursuit Group arrived from the United

States and were attached to the 34ta fcroup pending the arrival of

their own organinations. Hhese squadrons divided up the available

P-40's, and supplemented the courparatively few modern planes vdth

obsolete P-a5's. Shortly after 3rereton arrived, he reported that

the three pursuit groups were equipped vdth 53 P-35's, 28 P-403's,

and 35 P~4O23fs. This did not take into account almost 100 additional

7

P-403's, which were to arrive "before the end of the month,

UithiE. the 3oiober Comriand tho 19th 6-rouo remained the principal

unit, and its 26 planes arriving in Hovember the last "bomber rein-

forcement of the Philippines. Of the original group only the 30th

end 93d Squadrons had as yet "been transferred from the United States.

On 16 IToveiiber, however, the 28th Squadron, a medium unit which had
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been in the Philippines for some 15 years, was assigned to the 19th.

Group and equipped with B-17'e. Ileanwhile the veteran 14th Squadron

maintained a separate existence until 2 December when, it too joined

the same grotty. If the program of reinforcement had gone according

to plan, additional heavy -emits would have "been added. 3efore 1

Hoveaber, the Adjutant General had authorised the movement of the

ground echelon of the 7th Bombardment Group to the San Francisco

Port of Sinbarkation. It sailed on 21 November. The air echelon was

to proceed "oy flights of nine aircraft each in late ITov ember or early

December as soon as run-in tests had been completed. Arrangements

were also being made for the transfer of the 32d Bombardment and the

33th Reconnaissance Squadrons {a). In addition to heavy units, a

li^ht "boribardueat group was allocated to the Philippines, and on

1 ITovenfoer the 37th Bombardment Group (L) sailed from San Francisco

on the transport President Coolj.dge. Ten £ays later their aircraft,

52 Douglas A-24's, reached Hawaii on the transport I'eî s but were

delayed there until the 24th for a naval escort. The A-34's never

did reach the Philippines, "out both the air and ground echelon arrived
8

on 20 JToveinber.

Although it was expected that flights of heavy bombers would

continue to use the northern route (Midway, Wake, Port Moresby, and

DnrvTin), negotiations were continuing for an alternate route further

9
eouth." Actual construction could not commence on certain strategic

islands, such as Christmas and the Pijis, until permission was

received frost the British and the Hew Zealand governments. ITot until
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the first week in ITovember, however, was a clear go-ahead signal

received fron airland. At that time Anthony Eden assured the

United States that the government of the United !3.ngdom joined those

of Australia and ITew Zealand in offering cocrolete cooperation, that

they would undertake all construction within their power, but that

they would welcome any technical and financial assistance which the

"United States ai$it offer.10

3y this time, the Hawaiian Department had almost conroleted

preparations for noving construction material to prospective bases

at Christmas, Canton, l!ew Caledonia, and the Tijis. General Short

planned to by-pass Palnyra and Sanoa, where noways were being

constructed by the ITavy. He believed that "obstructed approaches"

would render the Sataoan. field extremely dangerous for heavy bombers,

and that the heavy rainp on Palnyra would prevent continuous opera-

tions from that point. Furthermore it ves considered doubtful

whether the Vary irould be able to finish their construction projects

in time for the projected flights,. 3$ the end of ZTovember, a small

fleet of supply ships and barges were carrying construction materials

from the west coast and Hawaii to Canton, Christmas, and even farther

vest to Hew Caledonia and the Sl^ie. Energetic engineers were lay-

ing doim runvays with such speed that llaj. Gen. I*. L. Martin,

Oortciandine General of the Hawaiian M r Torce, expected that all

landing fields necessary for operations over the southern route

would be available by 15 January 1943.1:L



Arrangements for improvement of the western portion of the route

had made even greater headway. The Australians had offered splendid

cooperation since American "bombers had first beeun to fly the Pacific.

3y 170-760.113? the Commonwealth government had granted permission for

the establishment not only of air ferrying routes, "but also of train-

ing "bases, maintenance facilities.srunitions storage, and coniminica-

tions. On 16 'lovember General 3rereton left Manila to survey the

facilities already available. Following an inspection to-ur which

included Darwin, Port Moresby, Eabaul, lae, and Tovnsville, he con-

ferred froia 21-33 November with the Chief of the Australian Air Staff,

Sir Charles Burnett, at Melbourne. In these conferences, negotiations

were "begun not only for improving airfields so that they would "be

usable during the rainy seasons, hut for developing Australian inain-

13tenance facilities to service American planes.

General 3rereton's conferences with Australian military and

political leaders were only one indication of a growing cooperation

"between the "associated powers." Air Chief ll&rshal Sir Eo"bert

Brook-Popham had gone to Manila from Singapore at least twice to

confer with General MacArthur. Frequent conversations had occurred

•between Admiral Hart, Oonuaander in Chief of the Asiatic Fleet, and

British and Butch naval officers. At the sane time, some coordina-

tion was achieved between, the activities of naval aircraft, the 30

PBY's of Patrol "wing Sen "based in the Philippines, and those of the

Jar Bast Air Force. Hart claimed, however, that his attempts to

promote further coordination net a "decided rebuff" from Army



authorities, nevertheless, "oy the end of October the POJY'S vere

naintaininc offshore patrols with particular attention to the area

13

off the western Luzon, coast.

growing cooperation produced ~oy the increased tension in the

3ar East coincided with, a change in the Joint-Aray-Eavy s&r Plan,

c change which was a re-affirns,tion of the importance of the

Philippines in American strategy. The basic w&r plan, B&IUBOU

~£Q, 5, had at first envisaged only defensive operations carried out

by Army sround forces and the Asiatic Fleet wording in close coopera.-

tion. In SToveiaber, the exovfliig strength of the Par East Air Torce

encottraged a aodification of this plan to include offensive action.

It specifically called for "air raids against Japr-nese forces and

ins tallfttions id thin tactical operating radius of available "bases."

I!acilrthur vas /p.ven "broad poi;jers to develop the modified plan in

conjunction v/ith British authorities in the Far Sast. At the seme

tice, he learned fron !fershr,n that earlier agreeuents vhich had

called for "British str&tegie direction" in the Far Bast had £i
14way to one which recommended "mutual eoorjoration.(t

OSiis modification of the "basic war plan was innedir.tely

nented by a decision on the part of the Air Staff to accelerate the

dispatch of heavy boiabers to l>rereton's coa^and. In fact, by the

second week in November, the Far Kastern situation was considered so

tense thi.t i t uas planned to transfer ''all modernised 3-17 type air-

craft frou the United States" to the Philippines, and yithina few

days this project was broadened to include all 3-£4's as veil. The
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proposed transfer uould have left 17 H-r^f^vr^^SiLA the continental

li-aits of the United States. ZLevea of these were obsolete (3-17A

and 3 types), another (a 3-170) was in a repair depot on 22 November,

and 5 3-173's were beinc used for test flights. Twelve B-17D's,

assigned to the Hawaiian Department, vere al^o being prepared for

the Philippine flight, but General Spaats believed that a release

of thece planes fron Hawaii was not advisable at that time, Tae ITar

2ast Air Torce, houever, vrac definitely considered ta> have highest

priority in allocation of heavy bombers, and General Arnold felt that

the necessity of reinforcing the Philippines nade the curtailment of

training activities in Haw.ii unavoidable. In a letter of 1 December

to &eneral llartin, the Chief of the AAP said, "',*Te must get ever;; B-17

15aveilabl© to the Philippines as soon as possible."

Since the southern route was not yet coiaplete, the i'lî xts of

heavy bonbers were to be dispatched via the old roiite. "With the

ijzo\&n>j conc«rn over Japanese intentions, hovever, the safety of

aircraft in transit was more £&d siore open to question. It was also

realised that a Japanese seizure of either 7ake or Hidvra^ would

prevent any deliveries over that route. General Spaats, therefore,

ur^ed that all available heavy bonbers, as well as pursuits, destined

for the Philippine" should be en route not later than 6 December, and

expressed the ho^e th?>t 48 £-17'a pjid B-24's could be dispatched

16

fron the United States by that tine.

In the meantime, the Air Staff considered measures to insure the

safety of the Hidway and tfalse bases. Ehe principal threat carae from



Japanese forces in the Marshall and Caroline islands. Late in

October, the British had warned the United States that two aircraft

carriers vcre operating within the Iland&tes, fhus was presented the

problem of cleteriiining the co'UXEe of action to follow in dealing

with, a potentially hostile force. Che nioet effective course rai^jht

have "been for the United States ITavy to remove the threat by taking

offensive action. It tzas ̂ believed, however, that such CJX act of

w&r should T>Q avoided "at least until our forces in the Philippines

,/ha&7 "been reinforced to their contemplated strength." The reconsiended

action was prieiaril'/ defensive and in keeping vith a national policy

not to coiamit the "first overt act." She commanders of the heavy

TjoaTser flights uere to oe instructed to use "evasive action1' and

to avoia any contact with Japcnese units. In addition, it was

succested that the I'r.vy provide li$vfc ettrface craft and patrol

planes for the protection of I'ddway end Make. 3y 20 Taveaber, TJlans

had "oeen conplsted to send 13 Marine planes to Ilidvay and 12 to flake.

Furthermore the A m y vt.s testing the feasi"oility of flying mursuits

off an aircraft carrier vrith the intention of sending 25 P-40!s
1?

"o;r that neaas to the sssie Pacific liases.

Japanese activity in the vesteru Pacific continued to increase.

The British uarning of the presence of two Japanese aircraft carriers

in the llandatos had occurred late in October. In less than a month,

a further warning stated that Japanese planes had "been detected

flying over British territory, apparently photographing some of the

islands in the Gilbert 'OPfJ'O^iFf*W'°V|PJ!E'*-'C]i'Ctivities "brought
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a suggestion fron Singapore that the "associated povers" carry out

reconnaiseance missions of their own and -Dhotograph all the Japanese

Ilandatea, the coast line of French, Indo-China, and other areas

13occupied, "ay Jr.prJi.

This proposal received almost imediate approval from the War

Department. On So ITovezfosr, IlacArthur was informed that two B-2-4'?

equipped for hi£$i-altitude photography were to depart for the

Philippines id thin 4S hours. On the sane clay, General Short was

specifically informed of the nission of these planes. 5hey were to

photograph Jeluit in the ISarehalls and Irak in the Carolines. In

addition they were to obtain as much information s.s possible on tike

nvuaber £*Jiti location of ^uns, airfields, Tsarracks, anc" naval vessels

including suto^rines. The E-34's were to fly at hi^h altitude and

were to avoid Japanese aircraft, "out they were instructed, to "use

13
every possible neons of self-preservation if attac-ced "by planes."

!Ehe accozaplishi'ient of the mission, was held up "by a series of

delays. ISrereton notified the PJkAS1 authorities at Port Iloreshy on

£S IToveafoer tliat two 3-3*'s vrauld probably arrive vdthin 48 hours.

Cn the sarao day, a nessage was dispatched to MacArthur stating that

the crews had been "instructed," But three days later the War Eepart

nent inforned him that the mission was believed impracticable

because of the distance to be flo^m. nevertheless, on 5 December,

one of the B-2£'s londed in Eawcdi, The plane lcoked among other

tidncs & ".EO-oal. tunnel machine £un, adapter aaC accessories;

-50-cal. g^ins, nounts, adapters and accessories for port and st

sides; ,50-c-a. jms , n^qjnis!_;/:r-tcrr f£>j rccessorirr for

hersi *•-hrro.(<



CDNFIDEfltffiL"
Iloreover it had no armor plate installation. General Short, therefore,

decided to hold the plane in Hawaii until it was "satisfactorily

arned," find by 6 Deeeiaber IfeeArthur had given up hope, temporarily

at least, that the photographic aission could be undertaken.^

Aerial photographs taken, of the Mandates mi^ht hove provided

useful information of Japanese military novemeats, but such intelli-

gence was not necessary to v/ara the lar Sast air coiainanders of the

danger of attack. Ag&reeeive Japanese moves along the Chinese

coast, together with the public pronouncements of leading Japanese

officials, provided sufficient evidence to warrant every possible

precaution. As early e.s 10 November, General Brereton had enumerated

emergency' duties for all post, ^oup, and serprrate squadron coiinianders.

All elements of the Far Sast Air Force were to be prepared for emer-

gency operations "at any hour of day or night. H 3ff ective on

10 Eovember, each headcnjarfcers "dovn to iriel-ude each "base and occu-

pied airdrome and each group and separate squadron" was to maintain

a 34-hour message center and was to designate an "alert officer" in

addition to the officer of the day. Base coixaanders were to keep

sufficient personnel available at all tines for necessary goard

duties and for operation of any facilities required in an emergency.

In addition, Broreton gave special instructions to pursuit and group

cosaanders. The pursuit ĵ roup conraander, Kaj. 0. L. Grover, was to

iieep a threo-plane fli$it from each our suit squadron on the alert

fron daybreak un-cil da.rk, to have crews for all flyable aircraft

on "tvra-hour readiness"-j^ali, da^and nidit, and to provide such
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dispersal of aircraft as would minimize Ine'effects of en aerial

attach. The "bocsbarckient group eoomander, Lt. Col. Bngene Eobeuak,

received sioilar instructions: to maintain one squadron at all

tines and a flight crew for all drcraft in coronlssioa on "two-hour

readiness" call for reconnaissance and "bombing missions, and to

arrange for the most effective dispersal possible of bobbers on the

. 31
ground.

By the end of the month, last hopes of peace were fading. On

BQ IToveraber Admiral Eart received a ITavy Department dispatch indicat-

ing serious developments in Japanese-American relations. On the

following day, General Marshall informed IlacArthur by radio message

that negotiations with. Japan had "to all practical purposes" broken

floim, that future developments were unpredictable, and that "hostile

action" was possible "at any moment." MacArthur was further advised

that in the event of hostilities "the United States desires that

Japan coiamit the first overt act," "but that this policy should not

be interpreted as a restriction "to a course of action that night

jeopardise the successful defense of the Philippines,"

Emergency precautions were immediately taken. V. S. M ^ L

CoJiEaissioner Francis B. Sayre called Eart and ISacArthur into con-

ference. KacArthur at once took neasures to extend and intensify his

reconnaissance patrols and reported on 28 Uovenber that everything

was being put in readiness for a successful defense. On the

following daj, all leaves were canceled, the entire Army in the

Philippines was "niaeed uoon war alert, and two infantry divisions
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were dispatched to beach positions around Iiin^ayen Gulf and two more
34.

to positions along the Batangas coast.

3y 1 December Hart and KacArtiiur, after preliminary consultation

among air commanderst had come to an agreement providing for coopera-

tive air patrols. This agreement provided tliat Army heavy bombers

would patrol the northern area including Formosa. It was "believed

that the 3-1?'s greater speed and higher ceiling than the PBY would

give a "better chance of coping with Japanese fighters frojs Formosa,

although the possibility of combat was lessened when General ZfacArthur

decided that the bombers would "^zoep a legal distance from the island.

ITavy places vere to patrol the southern waters. Eheir operations

included a nunaer of long-ran^e missions as far as the Indo-Ohina

coast. On these prewar patrols no American plnnes were attacked,

hut both. Array and ITavy reconnaissance spotted Japanese planes. K&vy

planes also reported large numbers of transport and cargo shlos both

at sea and in harbors. On the other hand, Arny planes* according to
OR

Hart, were able to five hln no enemy information."

SEhe bases of these reconnaissance aircr&ft, as well as other

military PJid civil installations, were dependent for defense against

air attack upon the interceptor command, the antiaircraft defenses,

and the aircraft warning service. The interceptor coiarjand had "been

considerably modernized during the fall of 1941, and by the end of

ITovember, all pursuit squadrons, except the 21 et commanded by Lt.

Saa Harrett at Del Oarnen S"ield, were co^rpletely equipped vath

P-40's. The 20th at Clark Fi"eld, commanded "oy lit. J. H. Moore,

still had the old P-40B'^ ̂ t t h e 3d at^Iba under lit. H. G-. Thome,
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2. Eyese, the latter two at ITiehols Field, were equipped with P-40B's.

Bie 34th Squadron, however, had not had an opportunity to test all

its aircraft, for the last P-40 was not received from the depot until

the evening of 7 December. ffihese American squadrons were supplemented

"by the 6th of the Ehilippine Amay, conmanded by Capt. Jesus Vill&mor,

which was equipped with the old P-26's and was based at Batongas.

In addition to the bases normally used, Klelson and Hosales fields

were available for pursuits while G'Donnell, San Fernando, and

Eernate were "under construction. Since 10 IToveasber all pursuit air-

craft had "been Izeit on constaat alert, fully loaded, armed, and with

pilots on 30-Bd.nu.te call. During the first week in December, all

p-ursuit pilots were undergoing intensive training in interception

and gunnery, while squadron comraaaiders were leading their units in

day and nifht interception drills coordinated with "bombers and anti-

aircraft batteries.36

She interceptor ooEuaand was far "better prepared for an early

attaclc than were the antiaircraft defenses of vital installations in

the Philippines. Before leaving Washington, General Srereton is ?aid

to havs asserted thrt putting hoavy "ooraoers into the Philippine

Islands vithout providing adct-^ate antiaircraft defenses would almopt

certainly mran their destruction. Harbor defense "batteries were

equipped with a considerable nttsiber of 3-inch antiaircraft gtms

canned by the 60th OA, and there were soue o~inch and 37-iaffl. guns in
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the Philippine Ordnance Depot. Cn 7 Zroveafoer, I'fejj. Gea. J, A. Green,

the Ohief of Ooast Artillery, in a memorandxan to General llcrahall,

warned of the certainty of hostile air attack against Philippine air

"oases in the event of war, and. su$e;ested thr,t at least a part of

harbor defense roginent "be reassigned to the antiaircraft defense

of airdroaes or other critical areas. Until 8 Deceiiber, however,

only "24 AA, machine guns" guarded the Itanila area and i t s principal

air has© at Clark Field, VJU6 only lov-sltitude povder-train fuses

vere availrftLe for G-inch shells.

''/ithout adequate antiaircraft protection, the Ifenila area could

he defended only if pursuit aircraft could get off the ground in time

to intercept hostile attack, hut only the f̂ roundworS: had "been laid

for an aircraft warning syrtea thnt would aske this possible.

General Spr.ats ervrly in Soveraoer had su^ested an adjustment of the

existing table of "basic allovrdices to provide an aircraft -v^rnine

hattslion which vould he suitable fox the PhilippineE. Perhaps of

most concern, according to Sprats, was the lack of authoriKation for

the S0E-SS8, a radar set which could "be used for tracking and deter-

uinin^ the altitude of appror-.ching aircraft. She urgency of the

situation resulted in the oreranisation of an aircraft warning

"battalion, the 557th, for transfer to the Philippines. It arrived

at the San Prancisco Port of Unbarkation on C Decenber 1941. In the

meantime, IlacArthur had aade sone process in setting up his own

systen, ITative sir watchers posted at strategic points were to

transmit their information by telephone to the Y Interceptor Coranand
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"ay teletype to a -clotting board at Clarl: Held. Ihree radar sets

were avcdlnble "by 1 December, 'crab of these only one, at I"ba, was

^ installed, another wr.s in the process of "being set up

elj" 60 nilec went of Apexri, while the third •was in. transit

to le^sroi.

She lad: of stiff icient antiaircraft defense and nircraft wr.rning

service na.de even ^resfcer the need of fielos stdtc"fale for the dispersal

of heavy "bombers. A sufficient annber of such oases did not exist.

At this time, of major air ing-fcallations projected, only Clark Field

with tuo large hangars, a Tether limitecL dispersal area, "blast pens,

and *barrad:s stood in a reasonable degree of corapleteness. She

subject of further construction of cirfielcls had "oeen under study

for some time. General Olagett had made a survey of possible "bases

througiiout the Philippine archipelago during the stunner of 1941, and

the allocation of additional funds for that purpose diiring tLe fall

had given pronif.e of & considerable program of construction. Some

work was initiated, both on new fields and in extending old, "out

l i t t l e progress had "been nade. Disturbed by the vulnerability of

Olark 3?ield, General Breroton and his chief of staff, Col. Francis

II. Brady, made several attempts to provide additional dispersal

facili t ies. In sid-£"overiber, Brady made arraaagenents to acquire

construction ecuipment and was prepared to supervise construction of

dispersal pens, but he was told by General MacArthur that air force

responsibilities extended only^tp the dig^.ng^f s l i t trenches.
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According to Brady, UacArthur then believed that the Japanese uould

not strike until earl;. April, and that sufficient fields would be

ready by that time.29

A decision had oeen mode, hovever, to establish a heavy-bomber

base in Mindanao, SSaig represented a change of policy since General

ISacArtllur, according to Colonel Brady, had not planned to "build air-

dromes south of Cebu, Since September, at least, it had been possible

to land a B-17 on a runway at Del 1-onte inllin&anao; by the end of

I'ovember improvements had been inade but work vas only beginning on

maintenance facilities and living quarters. At that time, it was

decided that the 5th Air Base Group, comiuanded by Ma;}. Bay T. SLsmore,

should develop the ne\: "base. iEhis was considered an urgent job, and

particularly difficult for a groun which had been in the Philippines

only since 20 Uoveiaber. 3ut boats were obtained, equipment loaded,

and the voyage froa Î anila of over 500 miles was accomplished within

a week, rilth. the cooperation of local commercial corsraanies and

native labor, ELsmore rushed the construction work, and on 5 December

13 3-17' s of the 93d and 14th Squadrons arrived at Del Ilonte. She

plmxes, still shining aliiainuEi in color, had to b© dispersed and

camouflaged, a difficult task since there was no natural cover near

the field. Only one spray gun was available, "and this was put to

work both ni£jht ami day spra^-ing the airplanes with SI paint." trucks

were requisitioned from a Bel I'.onse plantation to haul large coconut

leaves to the field. ^6dle the 3-17!s were on the ground, they were

dispersed and coveredjby the leaves. On 7 December, SLsmore and
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otiier officers flying a 3-18 reeonnoitered -bite island of Mindanao,

carefully studied the Davao area with its Japanese population of

30,000, and reported that ''all seemed peaceable on the entire

island.»S0

It was clear to the TISASTE coraaaid, however, that some sort of

crisis was approaching. A %ostile" aircraft had oeen sighted over

Clark Field at apT9roa3.33je.tely 5:30 a.m. on 2 December. Instructions

were isnied to intercept the plane if the incursion, was repeated.

S'or three more nights the aircraft appeared, "but American pursuit

planes failed to nake the interception owing to darkness and the

inability of searchlights to illuminate the persistent visitor.

On the fifth morning, pursuits were kept on the ground while anti-

aircraft batteries remained on the alert, !Ehis tine no aircraft

appeared, although, the radar set tracked several over the installa-

"̂ l
tions at Iba.*" Japanese chipping was al?o engaged in mysterious

aovements. On, 5 December, the War Departsaent learned from Singapore

that a battleship, 5 cruisers, 7 destrosrerp, and 25 merchant ships

had been seen on a due west course off the southeast coast of

3?

Thailand. Bj 6 December, llacArthur had established a final alert.

Airplanes were dispersed, each under guard, all defense stations

were canned, and the nonaal guards increased, while "counter sub-

verslve activities" were started "in a. limited manner." !Ehat day

ILacArthur t/rote to one of his subordinates: "!Ehe negotiations

"between the United States and Japanese Governments that have oeen in

progress in Washington, E. 0., have not yet provided a "basis for
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rautual •understanding. Under existing circumstances it is not possible

to predict the future actions of the Japanese," ~ General Marshall

dispatched at 1205, 7 December, a final -warning message of the approach-

ing crisis. It reported that the Japanese emissaries were presenting

at 1SGO (0300, S December, Philippine time) viiat amotmted to an •«!-

tiraotum, and that they were -under orders to destroy their code

Bachines immediately. "Just what significance the hour set may have

ve do not knov:,11 i/crned llarshall, "but be on alert accordingly."

Ehe month of EoTember 1941 had beea a month of noiintins tension

and hurried prepare, tioas for an .American defense of the Philippines.

3asic war •ole.ns had "been revised to authorise certain offensive

raeas-ures in the Sar East in the event of v&r with Japan. Eie program

for the reinforcement of the Philippines hj.d rested on an assiiiiption

that hostilities cotild pro'oa"bly be postponed tmtil Ilarch or April

1942. 3ut \'ith the mount ins eridence of Japra's determination to

expand tlirottehout the Tar East, it "became increasingly evident that

Ilarch or April slight veil "be too late. It was the realisation of

this that prompted every effort to speed the program of reinforcement

\d.th the hope th?Jb all avail ble heavy "oonbers vould Ibe on the way

by 6 December, a progran that was to "oe carried out even at the

cost of stripping the continental United States and Hawaii of that

type of aircraft.

The situation in the Philippines reflected the -unreadiness of

the United States for *?cr only slow progress was being n&de in the
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construction of airfields, and resources and equipment were scdly

lac&ini,-. Instead of 36 radar sets, there were three, of which only

one was ret xrp; instead of all-round antiaircraft defense for all

military find civil installations, only the harbor defenses seemed to

"oe adequately protected; instead of the proposed "340 modern purruit

aircraft, the Par Bast Air Force had 107 P-40's and instead of a

projected total of 165 modern heavy bombers, it had 35 3-170's and

E's. 2he erroerience of the 37th Group v&s not typical, but it

provides perhaps the mort flagrant essunple. She members of the groiip

arrived in Ilanila on SO i;ovem"oer. They passed the ensuing weeks in

inffjatry drill, flying decrepit I-18's, filling sandbags, and wonder-

ing when the A-34's left in Hawaii '.:o-ald arrive. And as a result

of their failure to arrive, the trained crews of the 37th Group were

never able to test the effect of dive bombing on the transports and

landing barges which -out the Japanese ashore in the Philippines.

She Japanese were fully aware of this weakness of the Philippine

defenses a*painpt air attaci. Eieir intelligence stunoaries of

ITove-uber and December gave a fairly accurate picture of the number,

type, and location'of American rarcraft. During the first weelc of

December they credited the Par Hhst Air ?orce 'tjith ISO fighters, 30

"ooafbers, and SO patrol bombers. Actually there were in comission

90 P-40's and P-3J'B, nnr 33 3-17*8, in addition to the ravy's

approsin̂ .telj-' 20 PSY's. By contrast vdth this meager aerial strength

the Jrwnese hr.d an overwholninj; superiority in aircraft based at

•ooints nes,r emoTu$i to •grovlde swport for an assault on the
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esfcinafces £¥>,ve the following fiipxes for the to ta l Japanese a i r

ac of 3 Eecenber 1941:

Fleet Air Arn
Ifejachuria
Japan
ZTortk and Central Ohiaa
MnnCi&ted Islaads
Malpja,
Area iacludiag Osinton, Hainan,

Toniosa

Sotal P i r s t Line Strenerfcli

612
800
600
198
100
300

2360

ffhe warning messages sent "by the \Icx Dencvrtment diiring ITovenber and

Decerabor had TaroTifjfrt the Amy's a i r am in the Pkilirmines to a s ta te

of reaSiaese, out there i s a trreat difference between readiness and
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0PilRA3?IGi:S III -HZ* PHILIPPICS, 8 20 IS EKJiiEER

On 7 December (Philipoine t ine ; , the 37th Grxoixo gave a party at

the Ihx&la, Hotel in honor of G-enexaL JJrerftton. A c<"-l̂  affair.

generally considered "the "best entertainnent this side of 'ilinsky's,1 a

i t "began, to "orealc up at 0300, 8 Deceafber. Shortly thereafter,

according to th« 27th Groin's account, i!the dawn broke, "Jar Isroke,

ue lived frosn todaj' on, tonr.en.ted with the old, worn-out phrase—

"where ^a. hell are, ojax fiirp^ye^?"

She f i rs t nev/s of the opening of hostilities cane from a

conmjereial radio st?,tion wbich had interce^tsc. a message fron Pearl

Baroor shortly after 0300. Although no official confirmation was

received at the tine, Tsase conmanders were notified, and a l l •units

\-fere ordered to "constant stations." Jithin SO minutes of this

first warning, the lone radcr set installed at ITba picked up a

formation of aircraft about 75 rjiles offshore heading for Corregidor,

She interceptor eonraana inmedi&tely dispatched the J?-403*3 of

lit. H. G-. IJiorne's Sd Pursuit Squadron to intercept the unidentified

forc^tion. Ihe radox set plotted the outgoing P-40's and showed

thej *;!a!;in;; contact i;ith the approaoting raiders i but the latter

then ewun;; off to the west, rztd tlieir •olots disappeared, ihen the

Sd Souadron returned to Toa, i t was learned that i t had not nade



contact with the enemy. Che radar set was un?T)le to provide accurate

altitude data, and df.rlaiess had prevented the .American pilots them-

selves froia spotting the planes. 'Jae radcr plots showed that the

interceptor? had estimated the direction correctly, "but they had.

axxtroatlj- followed a co-arse which tool: thea underneath the incoming

fl ight .3

Official confirmation, had oeen received of the out "break of

hostili t ies iriLth Japan by 0600. Th.e plan of action which had been

specifically considered for this eventuality "bj the Far 3ast Mr

Force was an Anericsn air attacli upon installations in ?onosa.

Immediately ixpon hearing of the Pearl Harbor attach, Brereton rushed

to l^.cArfchur's hoadc-oarters to obtain -oerioiggion for the Formosa

attatfi, and. Brady ordered EubaaiS; to have the "bombere at 01ar« Tield

p-̂ T̂ d for the mission. 2efore preparr.tionc covilcL be eorxoleted,

-r, 3rerstoB. returned and annovtaced nt a meeting of his staff

thr.t :t»,cArtlrur would not authorise the raid, louring the next few

hoiars, Brady ciade a series of telephone cells to ih-cArtkor's head-

^xtarters to as!: if there had been any change in the decision. About

0930, JlncArthur's Chief of Staff, llaj. Gen. Pichard Z. Sutherland,

told Brad;." that he would be informed of any neir decision, and that

he uas not to call

Ileaniihile c-t approxiiaately the saae tijae, the aircraft r&rning

service reported a large formation of bombers over Iiiagayan Gulf

proceeding south towards M'jiila, She B-17'E at Olar': ^ield were at

once ordered into the air to avoid being caught on the ground. !Ehe
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20th Pursuit Squadron also at Clark was dispatched to intercept the

approaching enemy formation, uhile ct Ivichols Pield tlie 17th under

Lt. 3oyd Wagner was ordered to cover Clar1: Pield. She purs'oits of

the 30th Squadron had •donned to maize contact with the enemy at

Eosales, north of Hanila, but the ap-oroachinf: bombers avoided the

-olanes by swinging to the northeast and bombing Saguio, the

Philippine capital, and Tagaparau. Shortly before H 0 0 General

Sutherland called PSLH1 haedgtjaxters to authorise a Formosa attach,

saying that their hands were no longer tied since the Japanese had

dropped bor-ibs on Philippine soil. He accordingly authorised Brady

to send out throe 3-17's on a reconnaissance bombing irission and to

prepare the reminder for an attack on Forraosa. The American, bombers

were called. DGCJ: to Olarl: Pield, and the CQtli Squadron, v?hich had

spent the past 3 hours in fruitless patrolling, was also ordered to

hreturn but first to cover the landing of the hoabers on the way in.

Shortly after 1130, therefore, all itoerienn aircraft in the

Philippines, v;ith the exception of one or tiro planes, were on the

ground. The 3-17'c were bein^ prepared for the Pornosa attack:

which hrxL been ordered for that evening. She SOth pyrsuit Squadron

?t Olarfc pjiĉ  the 17th at llichols uere beinc refueled; while the 3d

at Iba, the 34th at ITichols, and the 21st at Del Damon wero stand-

ing by to fcc&e off es soon as orders were received."'

At this point either unusually effective Jftrr-nese plnnnine or

a scries of coincidences upset IIseAxthur'a rlv farxiia.̂  systsa.

Ooonunici'.tions alriost completely brolce doim, ̂ pparentl.7 tlie \;orlc
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vhich the Japanese proaalily caused "by a systematic jeuaning of the

frequencies, In the restating confusion, the 3d Squadron was dis-

patched on wh.it proved, to "be a m i d coose chase over the China Sea,

where an enesty formation had "been reported. At the same time, the

intsreeptor ooanand too!: steps to protect the approaches to 'ir-nila.

The l?th Squadron, was ordered to cover the B&taan peninsula, the

34th to rsatrol the lianila area itself, and the 31st to cover Olaxk

Field. At 1145 the radar set at Ioa picked tcp another eaen;r fonaation

ejid plotted it as it proceeded directly Eouth over Lingsyen

But JKD saboteurs had done the i r ;rork. ITo message got through to
7

01ar"c Pield.

good forttme continued. A thiclc hnse of dust over

Bel Oiriien ^ ic ld had delayed the tclse-off of the 21st Squadron, and

at noon CL.T": J i e ld had no pursuit cover. At 1315, accordingly, the

20th, whose planes had aot yet coerpleted refueling, was has t i ly

ordered to cover i t s ô vn "case. Five minutes l a t e r four plnnes

cleared the ground. At that raonent, a V-3haped forsiation of 37

Japanese tioiibers appeared and ~be«p& droyoing; "bo^bs varying in size

from snail fragpentsries to 100-pounders. Kiis formation was followed

"QJ another equal In. nuaoer i?hich continued the attack for IB minutes.

Almost "before the l a s t Doml) h&& "been dropped, Japanese pursuits

"began swarming over the f ie ld . Carefully picking out each grounded
the;-

Anerican plane,/ sv;eiot ".a for over aa hour carrying out low-altitude
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Eae Japanese assaults were not entirely tmopposad. Pour P-40's

of the 30th Squadron had cot off the ground. Five nore were smashed

by bombs while taking off, and another five were destroyed in straf-

ing attacks. Lt, Joseph H. Iloore, squadron eoisnaader, led his four

planes a,<jsinst the numerically superior Japanese Torsuits. Lt.

Ean&all 3. Keator attacked a flight of three eneay pursuits and

acquired the distinction of shooting down the first Japanese aircraft

over the Philippines. Iloore, himself, in a series of dogfights des-
9

troyed two others.

Ileanwhile, 30 ailes northwest of Clark Held, the 3d Squadron

vas having particularly bad luck. Hot finding sn eneciy formation ovsr

the China Sea, and with the ?-40's low on gasoline, it was forced to

turn "oadc toward its base at Iba, At about this time the radar set

recorded the approach of a new eneiay formation. A warning was flashed

to a ceatral control point at L'ieleon EL old, tlanila, but coriMunica-

tions a^pin failed. The nsssage never arrived. The ra<3ar continued

to trad: the onconinf* Japs, this time heading toward Iba. Eio 3d

Squadron, now dangerously low on fuel, arrived there first. It was

rlowly circling the field when 54 Japanese "bojabers escorted by numerous

filters appeared, apparently the formation v;hich had not been found

over the China Sea. The 3d Squadron, consisting of approximately a

cLoaea P-40'e tried to bre£&: up the Japanese formations. Its atteck

prevented the lov-level strafing which was so destructive at Clark

Field, and Lt. Jncfc Donalson probably shot dovm two enemy planes.

But five P—CO's were shot down, and three others crash-leaded on

beaches vlth. the i r gasoline ewoaly ©j3aausted,10
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Sv:o 3-17's were off the ground during these attacks. One,

piloted "jy Lt. John Carpenter, was on reconnaissance end landed

after the raider? had disappeared. .Another,piloted ~oy Lt, Hhrl Sash,

had arrived over OlaxI: l ield from Eel l-!onte during the height of

the low-level strafing anci was immediately pounced upon by three enemy

pursuits. 3?&EII managed to pilot the B-17 bad: to Bel Honte in spite

of ths loss of aileron cables, damage to superchargers, and bullet

holes in the propellers. Just before landing, he radioed his base:

"B>»ve been exposed to eneay, have anbulance ready." ~

Eie period of attaol:, lasting for alr.ost 2 hotirs, fc.ve those

on the groxind as well as those in the air a true baptism of fire.

Iftst of the personnel on the ground had sufficient warning to throw

themselves in eiczs£ trenches dug in the han^r and vorkinc JVTGJIS.

thp antiaircraft cw^ae^s, with feu exceptions, stood by their

s, .50- and .SO-caliber pis'chine £^ns for the most prrt and a

few 37-tifli. t̂ uns. Ground crevs and combat cret.fs on the field -oer-

foraed orjay individual ccts of heroissra. Colonel Hubank and liaj.

D?vid H. Gibbs did not tales cover but continued to direct the efforts

of their sen in defendicg installations and -plrnes on the field.

Lt. Fred Criming was severely v;oundecL uhilo rushing through a hail

of nachine-£uzL bullets into a burning honfxr in a. vain atteapt to

rescue a B-17. Oharilain Joseph P. 7a Jleur, i^aorinr the lou-flyim:

straferc, uinirtered to the wounded and dying* Pvt. Eobert Sndres

"at his o\m initiative" ap-orooriated an abandoned truclc and in the

thiclc of the- attac': rjp.de seven trips to the station hospital.
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Pfc &reele:f B. Uilliaus refused to desert a fanner's 'oost in a 4-1
12and r-irantained constant fire on Japanese •ol̂ jies until he wrs !cilled.

By the tine the last eneay plane had returned to its base, it

uas clccr that the J*p;jiese had won a tremendous victory. Glar1:

Field hr.d prob&bl;' suffered flost heavily. High-level bombing had

destroyed hra^re, shops, and supply buildings. A boab v;hioh scored

a direct hit on the comunieations center cut off Clark Pi eld fron

other points and prevented any attenpt to direct the pursuits iron

the t̂ roxmd. Bombs had not been particularly effective against the

dispersed 3-17'c, "out each enemy -pursuit pilot had systematically

chosen v. tarcot CJO.€. concentrated or-chiae fenfire on it. In this way,

17 or 18 3-17'r vere destroyed. At Iba, elgit aircraft on Ute

ground i;cre aneahcd, and, even aore important, the radar installa-

tions uere c,t leppt temporarily -out out of cdxiigsion. A bobbing

attac": on "ichols Tield at 0315 on 9 Decerfocr destroyed a hcn;;ar

and drciafed several planes, Glius in lers than one day of hostilities

the offensive and defensive power of the air force had been cut in

hall". She destruction of 3-1?'p. on the ground left not more than

17 in conijic.sion. Axtorosiiar,t©l-' bb of the 105 P-40's had been lost

either in coeibr.t or on the ground, and of the remaining P-3b's

probably no more than 15 were operational. GasiJElties were heavy.

At Clatf: Field alone, 65 officers and nen v/ere killed cmv, ov?r 100

'̂ rounded, trlaile at other points ap/iroxir.rttely 25 were killed and 50

wounded."

The Japanese victory forced the 7ar 3p,st Air Torce to change

its plans and to soae extent its qr̂ OT.ii3c.tion._ She bomber losses
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vas soae tall" of r. suicidal &r,yli£-ht nisslon to Formosa by 3-13'e.

The heavy pursuit losses, lurthcTOore, required a reallocatioii of

the reaiinin*: aircriJft and pilots. She 3d Squadron at Ilia had

suffered nost he*.viljr; consequently i t s idr echelon and reicaining

aircraft were absorbed into Lieutenant ..'ngner' <". 17th Squadron now

located at Ol^rl: Field. The ground echelon of the 3a was sent to

ITichols Field to bring the S4th Soucdroa up to strength. Ihe 37th

Gkrottp, vhich hnd noi; •nKvcticfJLl;* ilven up hope of ever receiving i t s

A-£4's, received a jjiseellsaeous assortnont of duties. Ifeny of the

officers received c platoon of nen to train in the use of firearms.

Others uero dipatched to varioujs points in the Philippines for a

variety of tas'-zs. Lt. Janos B. McAfee, for cxairole, vas

to &eneral Brereton'e hen.dr|"^,rter£i to Icecp uo the situation

said Lt. Pete Bender fler a 3-18 on courier missions throu;chout the

islr-nds, Sor:e efforts uer© nr,de to curh fifth-coltraa activities.

"icArthur hr.S. re-oorted nfter the f.ttscks of 3 Eecedber that 40 per

cent of the enea" aliens in liJiils, hnd been rounded up thr-t day

tofether fdth 10 ôer cent in the provinces. Hut, according to one

report, th;-,t ni^ht ''when the Jrns ooaljeo., there isast have "beea

10,000 flares shot u-n Tsy 5th GoluTinists.rl

Other efforts verd sad© to strengthen the cjatitJ.rcr-sft dgfeases,

i?hich had proved so ineffective svaiast ooth high-level boa'Ding aid

low-r-ltitude attnclr, Che Coast Artiller" ooiricaid detcriained to

increase the protection of the ISanila area. Sforly in the evening

of 8 December, a nacLine-^jia^oatter^ of the 60th CIA noved to 17iohols
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Field and the port area of llanlla. Additional equi-auent vas s

'ovA so.ue was avail&ole in the Philippine Ordnance EeTot, aad 500

officers and nea were transferred fron the 300th DA to Man i t .

•Jerkin;; almost continuously for GG hours, these rien, now or&szilzed.

into t i e Provisional CDOth OA UA), put together and ins ta l led

twelve 3-inch f^ms, "3 directors and hoichtfinders, 5 AA search-

l ight -units," and t relve 37-rm, A*i guns. 3;* 10 Decenber, ne^/ 3~inch

'ontterior were located at p£iraiu.i.puet Paco, arid east of li'ielson Air-

por t , and 37-iKri. "oattorios &£.,& "been ins ta l led at lUcliols Pi eld,

Iflelsoa Airrsort, t-nd the section of l imila Icnovm as the Called Ci ty . 1

I t was ho"oed that these noves to repair and to strengthesn the

f a c i l i t i e s a t hrjaG could "o© conroleted oefore the next enen;,f at tack.

Until l a t e in the evening of £ Deceober, the Jrvoanese hr,d made no

attejarat to l«id osa Philipr>ine so i l . I t ves oo-riLous, howe-rer, that

such an atter,»t ^;ould soon be made, and ground crevfs irerc yorlzing

frant ical ly to reac^,- everj,' pvailahle a i rcraf t for defensive opera-

t ions . 2he principal Anericrji a i r missions on 9 BecerXaer, carried

out *o:-' both ArEv hoabers anil "avy pat rol planes, were desi^aed to

locate approaching ener.".? coavo.vs. At 0730, S 3-17*s, commanded "by

Ilaj. Oecil Ooncis end each loaded vdth 20 ?: 100-;iormd demolition

bosfos, tooh off fron Del Ivont©, Whey reoonnoitered the area in the

vic in i ty of Ocrendusjies without finding an;- t race ol e n a v ac t iv i ty ,

continued to Clar*: H e l d , and landed there nt 1430. But to nvoid

a possible ground strafing attach-, the;,- took off iimedictely and

reinained in the nir u n t i l well after dark. During the afternoon
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seven additional £-17's wore dispatched fron Bel Tonte to Saa

Ilarceiino, &e.\r tho coast west of Clar": I^ield, which now had a run-

way CHO'.'DIC of handling heavy bonbers. They saw no cifji of eneay

and flev the entire distance ^at Lout nishan. As they vere

to land just after darl:, however, _1A gunners, not recog-

nising the B~17Ts as friendly aircraft, opened fire. Fortunately,

no daiia^e to either planes or crevs resulted. Sons air patrols

during these critical hours gave almost useless reports. According

to Aduiral Eart, "an extraordinary crop of incorrect eneny informa-

tion" cane over tho warning net. Siere were ntcaerous reports of

"enes^ si^htxnes when nothing was actually sighted rjaa \ihen, a vessel

was really seen she was usually reported in one of two categories:

Irre^iective of size, she v;as either a Transport or a Battleship.""

During the r&sat of 9-10 Deceiaoer, houever, USAI'PS headoxiarters

17
received confirmed reports of aprsroriclilng enemy convoys. Of these

convoys, at least two were heT.din;"c for northern Luzon. To repel

the landings, i t was planned to coordinate attacks of the heavy

"bonbers nox; £vt Clark Tield and Ssn. Ife.rcelino tdth a strong nursuit

escort, ?ive H-17'e p.atL tT,:o pursi^it Sccuadrons, the 17th with

P-40^1'3 and the 21st with P-35's, therefore, were prepared for an

early nomine mission. At 0600 the 3-17's led by .it^or Combs took

off and headed for Xin^ayen &-Jlf. before roachint; the target area,

they uere joined by the 17th Squadron. She 3-17's, each loaded

\dth 30 x 100-pound denolition boiiibs, chose a number of transports

already unlocdin/: troo'oo ..grid siipplies. Tuo ~ao:<ib runs 'jere carried
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out by four bombers, the first fron 13,000 feet and the second fron

an altitude 500 foot hi^aer. Ehe fii'th 3-17, piloted by Lt. Elliott

Ven&evanter, swept in first at 10,000 and then at 7,000 feet. At

the correction of the bonbing mission, the antiaircraft fire was

s t i l l fierce, but the P-40's dived down to an altitude lov enough

to strafe the ships and shore installations, lleaawhile the 21st

Squadron, which had miscalculated the time required for the slow

P-35's to reach the target, had arrived on the scene. Ihg B-17's

had gone, and the P-40's were conpletinc their nission, but the

P-35's, vhich had no arsaor protection or leeJr-proof tanl:s, "strafed

and re strafed the invaders." As Lt. Sanuel H. l^rrett, sqxtadron

coar.anaer, led his flight in "one finpl and successful etrafing

dive,11 e. transport exoloded destrojin^ ITeirett's plane, llarett was

killed, diinotiler P-SG vas also lost, but the pilot was saved. !Jhe

3-17j s had succeeded in hitting a number of vessels, but arsparently

in the series of fcorabing and strafing attacks only one transport was

This inission v/as only a part of the heavy-boaber operations for

the day. Another ."ission w:-ts schedtaed for llajor O'Bonnell's 14th

Scu?,dron. 3?he 3-17'c of this unit left San Ilarcelino at CGOO for

an ini t ia l hop to Glare Field where they v?ero to "be serviced and

loaded with boobs. !i5ae plan was to some extent upeet "ay & warning

of approaching Jfnmese planer. By the tine five of the B-17'e had

reached Clar!:, I t was considered too hazardous for the other three
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to lend, and they vere ordered to reriain in the air. 3y 1100, however,

their fuel was almost exhausted, raid they were forced to return to

Son Ilarcelino. Jleair&iile the other five planes had been serviced

19find had trCien off individually on their missions.

Three ships, piloted by Ibjor O'Donnell, Oapt. E. L. Parsel,

end Lt. G. H, itonteonery, proceeded toward Vigan, approximately 100

niles north of Lin^ayen &ulf where the Japanese had concentrated a

nunber of transports protected by naval vessels. O'Donnell, first

to arrive over the target area,, oade several runs at 25,000 feet

a^^ainst viiat appeared to be an eaeny aircraft carrier. Mechanical

trouble \±th the "ooub racks as veil as £'.nti?.ireraft fire interfered

;h the bobbing, and i t tool" approximately 45 minutes to drop eight

bombs. *:o hits were observed. Pcrsel had better success.

He raade two bonb rims froa 13,500 feet. The first with four 300-

boribs ag:J.nst c cruiser was unsuccessful, but of the three

dropped during the second run, r t lca^t one direct hit was

scored on a transport, llontgonery had tine to load on]y one 600-

pound borfo before being ordered off Glarli Pield, He proceeded to

Vigan, however, rju" dropped his bomb in the water near the transports.

The two re£aini:u£ 3-1?'s toolc off individually from Olarlc Pi eld

at cjnroxinr.tely 03D0 to raid Jr.rsruese landing craft, t ran^orts ,

and their naval escort near Aoairi off the extreme northern coast

of Luson. Lt. G-. IS. Schaet^el, pilot of one plane, aacle a ran over

several transports at 25,030 feet apparently scoring a h i t . He
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turned to bonb a cruiser, "out by this time antiaircraft fire was

heavy and eneny pursuits had gained sufficient altitude to attach.

Although the 3-17 was severely dan&ged, no personnel were injured,

and Schaetsel succeeded in reaching San liarcelino.

'Uapt. Colin Kelly in the other heavy bobber meanwhile was dis-

patched to locate and if possible sink tho aircraft carrier pre-

viously reported aloa£ the northern Luzon coast. Zelly's navigator,

It. Joe II. Bean, spotted a large Japanese "/axship near Aoarri,

•orobably a battleship of the Yamashiro or Haruna class, axionc a

large concentration of vessels including1 6 cruisers, 10 destroyers,

an>I at least 15 transports. After a fruitless search for the aircraft

carrier, Kelly determined to attaa: the battleship which made a good.

target since it was moving slowly and not Maneuvering. 'Sae bombar-

dier, Sst. I'eyer S. levin, dropped the entire bo-nb load, 3 x 600-

pound bonus, fron 33.0GO feet. She first two scored near misses;

the third strud: so-uarely axddships, and when the 3-17 turned back

toward its base, the warship appeared to have stopped with black

snoke pouring fron it.

ihirin*; the return flight, all ĵuiuiers were kept nt their sta-

tions except the radio operator (lower-turret gunaer), vho was

receiving landing instructions fa-osa Clar': ̂ ield. At first, the

control to\rer warned Xelly not to cone in for a landing, but alaost

immediately after this warning informed hiai that the "ail clear'1

had been, sounded, inls welcome raessafje had no more than 'been, re-

ceived ii.ea, without prior ijarning, "the coErraader's dorae flew off,"
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the instrument panel seened to dis integrate , r. Machine-gun "burst

penetrated the l e f t roar-gamier' s post Icillin/; T/Sc*. tfilliasi J .

Delehanty, the low-pressure oxygen taiiZrs in the radio corapartaent

exploded, and "the emtj r "ootao "bay" burst into fleuaes. An uuesDected

stt^cl: had cone fron tuo en&ay pursuits vMcli had sooted out of the

clouds fron the rear of and belov the pliMie, an approach which

probablj would have "been observed had the lower tu r re t "been manned,

Ehe -nursuitB continued to f i r e , v;Mle flames fron the bonb "bay were

f^rouin^ In in tens i ty and beconinc almost irnbe^jpfiale. i^elly ordered

the crev to bai l out. S/S£t. Jejnes U. Hollryard, Ffc Eobert A.

j'*ltsicn, ex.(L Pfc u l l l i a rd I . i-bney dropped out of the rear conpartnent;

3oan nad Levin tumbled out of their escape hatclaj and Zelly and the

co-pilot , Lt. EoEuild D. 2ol3ins, vora preparing to leave the plane.

Suddenly there was a treaen&ous explosion, j-tobins, throt-n clear of

the vre&Ti&e, succeeded in pull ing the rip cord of his parachute.

In spite of the fact that one of the eneny pursuit? vainly attempted

to U5.chino-t;on the Americans who had nailed out of tlie plane, the

uhole crev reached the £xouad ssfely, ii.th the exception of Delehaaty

rind I>l ly ifho^e badly mnn, led bodies vere Ir-ter foixia n«ar the

J31
&Ce °~ their

«ie rsUTTdi? vhich had sl':ot do^x. JCellj-'q ii-17 m .̂y have been from

Japrjiese formr.tioa.s heading for the l i a l l a area. American Tiursuit

squadrons had been kept oa the a le r t throughout the norning to meet

such & threat . She 17th Souadron, af ter i t s ear l ie r escort rnission

to Ian*--yen Culf» had covered^ the 5-17's c.r they returned to
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Field. At 111b interceptor headquarters received specific warnings

of enemy aircraft approaching from the north, and three sqis&drons

were dispatched to intercept ther.i, the 17th to I Manila 3a;-, the 21st

to the port area of the city, and the 34th to 3etaan. Shortlj-

after noon the Japs arrived. A lcrge nucfoer of uoiaoers t escorted

Toy ppproxiiar,telr 100 en&ay purs-aitsf roared orer Nichols Field and

Cavite, the naval "base, systematically "boating and strafing s i r in-

stallations, doc>s, and a-apply points, ffihe three American squadrons

ctte-Jtoted to "break va the "bosi'bor formations, "but the escorting

JsprTies© ouxsTiite thwarted these a t t e s t s in almost ovcxy instence.'"""'

She experience of the 17th Scxia&ron illustrated the axnarent

fut i l i ty of these interceptions. Ten P-40'e of tLis unit fottnd

theraselves confronted tjith some 50 'oorn'oers and 40 Zero pursuits.

She Auericrms tried to engage the 'ooai'oers, "but ZeroE outuaneuverefi

thew at evorj' turn. After soi.ie ainutes, the P-40's foimd theaiselveB

loiir on fuel CJI& had to 'oxesk. e,va.y. One pilot, Lt. ifillian I'l. Howe,

Ehook off the Zeros "by talcing "a loa,^ divo at the ground.!t Ee aade

for Eel Caracoi Field, north of I3anil&, "out the field was being

strpfed. He turned bad: toward Clar;: Field, and after dodging

nrchine-goa "btillets, landed sr.fely vith no nore thdn tv;o rallons

of fuel l e f t . 5 3

ITot until tLe enerij11 planer began to vdthdrs.;? did Aneriocai flyers

achieve any real success. Two flights led ~air Lt. ¥. A. Shepherd

m& Lt. Joseph E. lloore -om^ued soiiie of the erieis;' "bomoers returning

to their "bn.se. Shepherd's J?-40 was so Ibadljr dasa^ed that he
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forced to par,-chut© to safety» but two enemy bombers were

dovn. Eiese msp h/ive been the ojalj' Japanese aircraft destroyed

£ the sngacenent, but four Slliniao Pilots won ,-t least a

r.oral victory- in talrf.n«; off in obsolete ?-3S's, a type of plane

equipped with probabl" no nore than one .50- and one ,30-caliber

mchine guua. Led "of their ace, Gsnt, Jesus 7illanor, thej' attacked

an eacm?- formation. Third lit. Jose P. Goner, \aen his £uns jammed,

even attempted to rara his Japanese adversary.""

Ey the evening of 10 December it wr-s a^in clear that further

changes were necessary in American organiaation and plans. 2he

Jcpr>nese attacl; upon Ocvite had been savr.̂ e and successful. ffihe

power plant, industrial facilities, and supply depots "were completely

ruined." A submarine, the gee Lion, IKE swdz, and othe^baval cr.ift

drjnc.fed. Little American opposition v;es offered, liieaiy plr-nes had

flovn out of reach of the naval base's nine 3-inch antiaircraft guns,

and Admiral Hart believed that it was dangerous to continue to base

hi? vessels in the Itanilc. area. 2he Interceptor Oomuz&a could no

longer promise -oursuit protection. Hsclusive of the 1 or 3 P-26'B,

onljr SO pursuit aircraft recainiod, rjad 0 of these were P-35'P. Thus

to conserve these few, General Brereton instructed the 34th Group

not to errnloj its aircraft except on specific orders, M s intention

beins to use pursuit planes larg-el/ on reconnaissance missions in

place of the 2d Observation Squadron which had been wiped out during

the first 3 dej's of the irc.r. After 10 December, therefore, instead

of carrying out actual con'o.it riissxons, SiJiericexi 'oursuit aircraft in
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the Philippines were assigned areas for reconnaissance patrols; the

21st and 34th Squadrons conoined to cover southern Luzon, while the

25
17th and 20th were assigned the northern p;-,rt of the island."

She decision to reserve trureuit aircraft for reconnaissance

missions meant thnt American "oases on Luson would "be even nore vul-

nerable to enemy air attack. This would be r>?rticulDrl: true by

the tir;o the Jar?anose had established air bases on riiiliwine soil,

and liy 10 Deceraber they were well on tho uay toward cccoraolishia^

this. Already proxaza. and service units had landed at Aparri and had

be-jun the task of enlarging the airfield previously located there,

iheee units included not only airdrome "battalions, out a part of an

antiaircraft reginent together \ith construction, air warning.

neteorolo£ic£j., and signal units. The prospect of land-oased planes

within 2&D niles of Ilanila nade it necessary for American heavy

bon'oerr to abandon lunon bases. Consequently before the completion

of the missions of 10 December, it had been decided to dispatch the

retaining 3-17'r to Del llonte. Accidents and unfavorable weather

delayed tho transfer of a fev: of the plcnes. Ooiibs and Pord en route

to Del Ilonto on the 10th, for esFJitple, landed for fuel at San Jose,

lindoroj rind, on the sane day, Vandevanter l&̂ ided ;<.b Saoloban, Leyte,

3y 11 December, hot/ever, all 3-17's, except one piloted by Lieutenant

Schactsol vrhich ct»e in on tbe ISth from Oebu, had arrived at the

liindonco oase.oC'

Che distance of Del Ilonte fro-J the princinr-l eneny forces now

on Lu%on decreased the strilcin,;; noteaticl of the Far East Air Porce,



and leadings were continuing ainost unopposed. The air force could

not offer a continuous threat to the eneny advance and the ground

forces did not seriously oppose the landinj oeciuse of 'lacArthur's

di&caosis of eneny strategy. He oelieved thcit the enemy hoped to

confuse hin and cause hin to eosnit Ms forces ^renaturely. Certainly

tho Japanese had out forces ashore at c nuuher of •ooints. 95iey vrere

reinforcing their Already substantial lcxndia^ parties at Apcxri am

£jad hed oe^un operation? off the cocst of southern Luzon near

mid Saobales. Horcover to create further confusion, they

were increasing the terrpo of the air offensive. On 12 Dece.a"ber,

for ejEir-nle, uore theja 100 enemy aircrcft vere over southern luson,

hittinj; Olar:: Pield, St-tan^as, and Olonccpo. On the follovdn; day,

heavy attacks hit the ctuae points an irell as IfielKon Airport cmd

ITichols Held. Axdn the cttcc'^s rere destructive, resulting in

the ourzdnj; of fuol cz£ other sur l ie r and tho loss of 7 PBY's ; t

Olon^-rso, the "oasse of 1'evy Patrol '.ling 10. In spite of orders to

avoid D&ttle, American and iFili^ino flyers fnpareiitly were i r res is t i -

bly drana to nnkinr sono Rttear)t nt interception, She Jili'nino

flyers perticulTly di-tinpoislied thensolvcs. Six of their airmen,

led oy Ccptein Villsiior, took off in P-26'c fro.a Sctan^as to harass

soue 5-5- "bonbers T
t'hich v:ere her.din'"" toucrd th'.t field. In tliis

Ly cuicidal j.iierion, Cd Lt. Cet£,r V. 3osa VPS killed, out

succeeded in cJectroyin;;, one eneray rdrcraf t r-nd together

with his colleti^er i^revented serious dnnage to the airfield.^

PlcJmed correct nissions duria^; the period froir 10 to IS

Decealter, however, were fev. £he 19th Groin attempted only two of



ir^ortanco. She f i r ft occurred on the 13th -±.en Hajor Combs carried

out a silrsion ft^slnnt eneay trsnsriorts at Vig&n. Ko h i t s were scored.

On 14 December, six 3-17's were scheduled for a "bosibiag; at tack on

Japanese concentrations near Le^&s'oi, cut only three rtiloted *oy

LicutcneJits '..iieless, Adcviis, rjacl Tradeventer reached the target . Cf

these, Jhelcss1 -ilsne "oeccj&e sep:\ratecL fron the others in low-hanging

clouds over IIin&cnr..o and nrile the attaclc alone fron 9,500 feet.

Before the resul ts of the "oomblBg could *oe observed, 13 enemy tcar-

cui ts guarded r.rcrand. the plane. A3.1, four f^maers wero womided, Pfc

Z i l l i n f a t a l l y , out fovtr eneny plrjies were ew-iareatly destroyed,

^"helesE nursed his riddled boaber "back: to Hinc^jx .̂o, out a dr insl lnc

rain shut out Dal I'onte» and lie t c s forced to crash- lmd on ?, sra.ll

barricaded f ield at Oneayan. !E)he other tT:o plojiec to re^Leh the ta r -

Ket nade the i r cttaclcs fron 31.0C0 I eel, Vandevciiter eeccroed vithout

beiD.tt; cn-nroached by -^urgnitc but Adn.:.is' 2-17 i:&s continuously

cittcc'ced fron the t i^e I t reached the target CTBP., !!acIiiJie-guzL bul le ts

cut through the plans vo-uMin^ sCTGrcl of the •nevr-orci.el and ]oioclcing

out two enQines. Aca-is s tar ted oac1: to "os.se "out, rea l i s ing that he

could not recch i t successfully, headed for the island of iksbate

juct across the s t r a i t fron le^asjd. Eo orourht h is plcjie dovm, and

the crei; rcja for cover, wixile wcrsisteiit eneajr pursuits flew over

the er i tn led plnne and coninletely destroyed i t in a strafing run.

I t too": three woe*;? for the ere;: to \tovz their vejf "bedz to Del llonte.

Purfiuit a i rcraf t during the sane rieriod were in the a i r nore

freouently tli.an the "oonoerf "out, Td.th two c-'ce^tions, carried out



onlj- nOBConibf-.t rdssiont. Indeed, these two oxceotions were labeled

?s resonicirosace nissians, altliourjh. 1& uoth cases they resulted

in cle~r-cut victories for Aneriem fleers. Cn 13 Dece-'ber kt. Boyd

•.V-̂ er flei: one of the rciiainin^ P-40's on a reconnaissance flijht

over northern Irxzoa., Ae lie arnrocched A^rjrri, lie shot down four

eneaj fighters, *.;hich hsA ta:ea off frora the field at his aiorocck,

and tliea destroyed several .uoro on the field. Three da;'s later,

Lieuteacrj.ts ifejucr, Ohurcli, cad Strr.uss ;;ere asr i^ed the liasirdoiis

aisr-ioa of dive ooabin^ tlie cirfield at YIQSXL. >«iea they xiad reached

the target are;,, uc;-v.cr "i^naled Strousr to re:«.xn. on patrol, while

lie and Clmrcb. proceeded to bomb the airfield, AS they wont into

a dive Church.'s pl&Jio received n direct hit fro:i AA, setting i t

afire, but he continued the attac1:, released his "oojaTjis, sad crashed

tdth his -olr-as ""because there \ie,z not sufficient tine to jtrap for

safet;- after rcco..nlisliinj MB Jissioa." \Ja:7ieT nieanvhile hnd

dropped r.i:: frp^ientption "oox'os isa& thorott£july ntrafed a fuel u.u\i

.mtl .'vp^roxiix^ely 30 -olrjass parked in, the ruawa?". *"'

Such victories stisjilr.ted -'J^ericpji morale out could not conceal

the fo,at that the Jnnr.ncse held unchr-llengcble control of the cdr over

the Philippines. Eer.v;' ooabers hs.d already aeea forced to aove

thoir or.se of operrtioac 'bnc"; aLaoct 603 uilec fron Zlo-xlz Field to

Eel J:onte. I t vac aoi* plroned to :athdrp,u even further, this tine

tjifch a îi.r> of sOiic l,cO0 miles to Darv:in, Australia. Ibis ne*r

VX.& ;aade neaes£:.rj" 'o'j tvo conditions: the Icicle of ade-poeite î

nrmce facil i t ies at Bel L'onte, and the ^ovinc deader th^t that
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"base too votild soon "ae subject to constant c.ix attach. The 5th Air

3ase Group tinder Ikjor Jlsnore had "oeen- vorJclxyj way and ni^jht to

col le te Del ITonte as a. base. After the outbreak of war, ho had

tohen the responsibility of constructing ttadereroimd shelters instead

of "bnxraclss a.ove £p?o"aad and had selected foiir additional fields for

dispersal vithin a lE-oile raoiuc of the jaain runixay. In spite of

Slsaoro'c efforts, however, Del Lonte did not have extensive nainte-

facil i t ies, and the B-17'K, rcfter the rourh treatment received

î ; the first wee!; of MSX, vere in need of thorough depot overhaul.

Moreover, the *̂rovdnr stren^h of the HanrnecQ forces on lane together

ri th the speed uith uhich they i-ere coasTsrucfcinr air strips noant that

onfn;r plexor, \To*Jld soon 'oe able to ran~4e over th? entire

>. illsnore's forces coald laatc only r. token defense

y raids, .To rador set oKisted on ;J.nd&nr.o. To p'ors'uit

aircraft \rexe i,vc-ils,ole.t nor were there any lar^e Cfilioer antiaircraft

,-uns. Che onl;-'" oaticircraft defenses were i;r,ter-cooled ,5j-cali"ber

gunc tJiu a fer additional air-cooled ,5D'B removed fro-n 3-17's.

veva sat up around tlio xain field in 17 emlacenpnts. 'ihe air

*; syste-j consisted of loo':-o-ats posted on hil ls north and

th of the field :->nd connected 'ay tele^Lone idth operations head-

5. l("ith only these inr.dern.ate defenses, i t ves clear that

tho prlneipd liooe for t̂ ie safety* of grounded aircraft in the event

of en air raid vould oe casiouflrfo and dispersal.
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QSie decision wr.s nade, therefore, to move the j}-17lr- pt lenst

t e m o m r i l y to Australia, On IS and 16 Decesnoer firinl "nreixir-.tions

were belli,; ns.de for the lorv; f l ight . T?zr\ng the nerst tvo days, 10

of the heavy "bosbers readied D&ririn vdtltout rJisbap. 2Iie l a s t four,

to leave fihortl.' thereafter , narrowl;r e^ca^cd destruction on 19

December in. Dol lloate'r f i re t serious c i r redd. At dns': on that

dcy, three 3-17's were ready to tdce off for Austrails >at were

s t i l l dispersed 'jac' covoretl I'itb. coconut leaves. 2L*ree 3-13's had

Just landed, one h-vin^ orou^'lit General Olrrett fron Ibni lc . before

tlie;r could ue disriersed GJIC canotiflr^ed, however, 12 Zeros cjwe ovor

the a i r f ie ld G^d-nai^: tiie toos of the pineapple p lants , 33ae ca.aou-

flRifcS. 3-17's escaped, l)ufc the 3 - lo ' s were strafed ant! burned. If

aay do'cujts TOj&x6xxLt; the wisdoia of tr;xn*:f erring the base of opera-

tions to Australia remained, th i s removed then, , ' i thia two days the

Irxt fcur heavy 'ooribores iir.d arrived tvt 3atchelor Tield nc;-r 3}£j?win,



l a sr>ite of the decision "bo tr?Jisfer a l l he&vy 'oon'oers to

Australia, there wes no intention of -oerucnentlr abandoning the

defense of the Philippines, nor had the garrison, on luson lost i t s

'.rill to r e s i s t . The norsle of officers and nen rerjained Mgh, in

r>art at leapt 'because the;/ constantly expected the a r r iva l of re in-

forcements cufficientlj" strong to repulse the cneny1? advances. Uyer

since the opening of L o r t i l i t i e s , according to one writer , the

Amy was trp.velinr; as ixaalx on ruioore as on i t s stomach. One day

there v?as news tk'.t the ITr.vy was coning to the rescue, "sv/eepin,-;

everything aefore i t . " A;^in "someone-1 heard that Devey ^oialevard

VG.Q lined ui th A~30's, rer.df to fly into combat. On another occasion,

the 37th Grou^ headquarter?, wes informed Tjy telephone thrtt i t s

A-2'i's .̂'ore beinc unlorided at the do el:. A frantic rush to the

docks revec-lcd nothing exceTt, as the ^OUTJ Japtorisa wrote, "th-t

there VJPE ^jco'oe.'bly a, Fifth, Colxmnist or tT>;o on "Luzon and they load

our ntsrobcr."

Chitir.i«tic hopes were not confined to the rcuiLc and f i l e . G-eneral

;>.Ot*.rth\ix throughout Decon'oor retaiaced a hope, i f not a "belief, thevt

the HxiHomines; could "oe reinforced. On 10 Deceifoer, he radioed

General Hr.rfh.fJJ. an outline oi" a plan for an offensive operption.

Chapter IV

SFITOIfflS 20 SME1JB0E0E EHti PHILIPPICS,
20 lsiwiiajilE, 1941-3 JAl.Ui5X 19-C2
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*j;is entailed rja imiie&iate attacl: upon Jar>an from the north tvith.

the possiole coopercvfcioa of Rossis. According to HacArthurj v;hile

the eneny was en^ajcd in an "overextended ini t ial effort," a golden

opportunity existed for r, master stroke. Thxee dcys l-.ter he

EU{;;-ested thr,t the only method for iiaciediate relief was early air

counterattacks agairtst Jar^aness airfields in Fornosa. i t the sane

time, he ado.ed t3jr.t first priority alloco.tioas to ids theater shoulct

consist of purc-mt planes and Donos to oe "orou^ht in "oy aircraft

carrier, «Hicfi-flyini? *oorj.lis.rc*j=cnt aircraft" aad troorts lie coasi^ered

3
to ee of eecon&rry iat

General Brereton, also, believed that ho-ne for a siiccesrful

defense of the Philippines did not need to "oe abandoned. He em-

•ohr.piaed, houever, th-,t in considering the posEi'oility of reinforce-

ments, tiue r&c the -oriiir-ry factor. Cn 1*' EecerVber he stated that

10 scuadrons of pursuit aircrc-ft were en. iii-edi.-te remiire&eat. Sliis

:ne.'ait, cccoi'dinc to 3reraton» tju.t in addition to the 53 A-34'E end

IS mix suit T'l̂ ^eE uhich were er<r)eoted in Australia oefore the end

of the nontL, i t woulo "OQ "advantr^eous" to have 300 •pursuit and

cO dive "bor/oers delivered by aircraft carrier, he Relieved thofe

iields for these planes oould oe rBintained sr.tisftctorilj" and

pointed otit ti-.t ^iroroiao construction following the ouforeaJr of

i;ar ht.d ocen accelerated. In this respect, Ids engineers reported

that Olcrlc, Z'ichols, Gail i:,-,rceliixo, CXLC Del 0,-raca fields cotalp. oe

u in operrtinr coauition, ate1 th: t soi^e S or 10 rdditional

i;oulo oe read" "b'j the last of Becenbex.



Jbr hnd tra?Hn=;ton abandoned plane for support o± the p

President P-oose-^lt specifically directed -Wart reinforcements should

be sent to tfcfii aelei£^.ered outpost at the earliest -nossiole fote,

rvne. :i?.cArthur van informed on 15 Decenoer not only that the strategic

importance of the Philippines rar fully rcco-Tiised "but -chct there

vould oe no \-rvcrin~ in the detcrrJLm tion to provide support. 2o

iqnlenent Hh.lt procire, an AG letter r-utLorised the dip,patcli of 65

lier.vy oonoers to the fkLli-nmnes, R, transfer to be completed by

Z'elarurr;- 19O, rjâ  liocArthur T̂ -.S inforned on 33 Xteceriber that

these Tjlaneo, to oe ferried via the South Atlantic and India, wotild

4
corae \mdcr Ms control at

General 3rereton had stated that if these attempts at reinforce-

uent were to "oe effective, they should be accomplished soon. As the

days vent "by, i t becarno increasingly evident thr.t a l l routes into

the Philip-Dines would "be "oarred vrf-thin c verj* "shoi'ti -jlce. !Sâ

<Tj,j) jiose wore i3resfdL.£ doim froa their northern landings, \,Mle ia

the south, eneaajr transports appeared in Bavao Gulf on 20 Eecealaer

fintl r.ored to'rnrd th^t city, vliich, vith. i t s noteatiHl fifth coltran

of 30,000 Jr,prnes©» vas ecsily overarim. It sooa "oecâ ie evident,

moreover, thr,t a main effort was to oe .Tiade in Linfp.^oi Gttlf, for

on 30-S1 Dece:ibor fron 70 to GO transports wore sifhtad offshore,

l^cArthur'c str.:-te£y against this ne;vT assa\at, o'oviotisly airsed at

IJinila, consisted of carefully" planned del^/in^ actions carried out

in central Lusion, He did aot intend to establish z. fixed line of

defense there, for he had only son:a ^0 ,000 troops, CJIU. the Jcprj



had landed "oei'/een 50,000 cmd 103,OCQ. 'Jith, patrols and ?. strong

rear sjuard dela, ln<j the eneray advance, che prineioai iUaericsn forces-

wore to r e t i r e to 3ataan •oeainF.ula, where the;> could serve as a

buffer far a l a s t stand on OorreticLor. At the sane t i ne , lJROArtb.ur

auno-nnoed tact lie iaVnued to declare ^Janila an open c i ty In order

to save the civilian, population..

';Ith the exception of reconnaissance aissions performed "by

pursuit planss , the a i r force could render l i t t l e aid in tae trith.-

dra\T*l to BotatJi. I t T;C.S decided, hor.;ever, to t e s t tee effectiveness

of "oonbarduent nissions carried out from Australim oases almost

3,000 miles s.va? 07 usin™ Eel llonte a i r f i e ld , altlxoujda novr "Donlsed

re^ulrjrly, GS en advance "brse for ref-aeling. She f i r s t of these

nissions be^Mi t Uatchelor ?ield (near Br-ndn) OH. 22 Deceribor vrliRn.

0 of tho 1^ B-17's in Australia took off f.t 1043 for lin^^nr-o. Kieir

orders iroro to Taom> doebs and ener:;/ shir»r>inr in the Davro area, and

then to riroceGd to Del Ilonte for rernelin^*. ffiiey s\;ent over Earao

CJulf at suesot throujh a l i Jat overcast ajafi dropped S v s 50?-pounc\

bonoB rnon a oluptcr of seven shins. She CJICEIJT was talcen b̂ .' sur-

p r i se , raid no cin;iaircrr.ft or pursuit interfered vith tlie cttacC:.

Poor v i s i b i l i t y , Lovever, spoiled the boubarfiier's ai.'i, eoad

iieJLif^.blc resul ts were achieved. K.o r.ine nlanes continued to

Del Monte and landed af ter c"p.rk on an. a i r f ie ld poclcaarked by recent

a i r rc ids . Shortly r.ftcr nioni.-ht four of the 3-17's took off again

to boab enexj;.' concentrations in Idn^ryen GuLf alnost 60 3 rdles av*ay.
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Ar.iin visibil i ty wr,s bed, and althou/jd r,aay transports were spotted

and bombed, no results wre observed. Jhe JG^E cent up a barrage

of antiaircraft firo vhieh. cid no dnrjare, but enen- tiur Bruit planes

uere so numerous thr-t the bonberr could not Isnd e.t San 'fcrcelino

?.s hrd been planned. Instead the four 3-17'? irithout lending began

their H,030-:-dle return flight to Australia. Three -oLines reached

the Ihitoh br.se fit Jinbon before lrjidinc to refuel; onotlier cane dovm

lirsrt at Son Jose in Ilindoro; and by 34 Dee saber till nine a

five proceeding cilreotlj" from Eel Ilonte, hcci safel/ retttrned to

jsr-tclielor Fiolci.

"oanvhile mother fli^Lt fron Australia, tliis time of three

heavy boabers, had rjrlved r,t Eel Ilonte for r. second riissioa

Cf̂ ainst eneai' Ghip~)ia;j. At 0430 on 34; Keco-tfoer, tlae three aircraft,

each loaded tdth 2,100 gallonn of cas aid 7 s SOO-potuid oombs, taxied

alonr the runt/a;*'. Eie pl:^es piloted by Lieutenants Mueller and

Sdiaetzel tool-: off and headed for X/avao* ffiiae tliird, Lovrever, wes

delayed by s. blowout. Ground crews under Oaot. Cuthbert L. ITosely

TbeiTin to ehan^e the t i re , but were interrupted by im air raid.

Itorel,- continued to ror':, ho'.:ever, until eneuy fire astually be can

to idLek -ero dust oh the field. In spite of these delays, the plane

piloted by Lieutenant S_iith was read;,- to go at 1030. Meanwhile,

Mueller mid Schaetsel had, run into trouble. After the tal:e-off,

they had clinbed to 15.0C0 feet and bombed the EF-VCO airport.

Antiaircraft fire hit Ilueller's plane, ejad pursuits swerr̂ ed off the

l r ^ ? •^f
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field, before the E-17's could reach 33,000 feet, they vexe

surroimded "oy enesa;r f i l t e r s . II- chine -̂UB, "bullets crashed into

Sehaetzol's plane, :dLllin;j S/S|;t. Janes Connon and. knoc!:in*i: out one

engine, ilueller elected to stay vith Gchaetsel's arrived ship and

was soon cadged ia a fettle with tlie Torsuitis which continued for

20 ninutes. .accurate shooting on the part of the -snerican gunners

finally diccouxa^ed the enemy, but not "before "both B-17's had "ooen

severely danced and two of Ilueller's crew, 0?l, PraJQl: A. Earver and

Pfe 2d"-rn,rd E. 01 sen, uounded. Snith's 3-17 followed the saae course

ar the other ti;o planes of his flijlit "but net uith no interference.

He made z, 'oonbinf run oyer a. nxooer of eaeay ships in Tavao harbor,

•oosEi"ol5r doir-clnf; one, &ad continued on the return tr ip to Austr&lxa

arriving at Danri-n that nifht a few hoiirs rfter the other two planef. 7

2hese "oom'osrdrjent nissions hz.6. l i t t l e effect upon Js.ppnese

^uccess^R. American pursuits carrying out two or three reconnaissance

.•aisalons d«J.ly reported eneaas" adrances froa the north, as well as new

lrmdin™s at other points along the luson coa<st. A r-inst one of these

occurring in Srja lii^Tiel Bay on che southeast eor.pt tae pursuit

corrxand determined to thro;; a l l i t s reoainin,;* aircraft. Attrition

had continued to cut doim the 3-ith Grou-o's strlldLno po\/or, rad on

33 Decen'oer only 1C P--101?. and 6 p-351 r i;cre t.viAlKolc. Furthemore,

heavy casfualties a."ionf'j trained personnel had occurred including 17

killed r~td 16 rounded, sion^' the la t ter oeinc "Buns" ".feigner v?ho

hr̂ d "oeen almost "blinded during a recent "reconnaissance" nission.



so

t- ̂  ,

On 23 Eeceuber, hovevsr, the 12 P-£G's and b F-G5's, loaded vith

frccpeixtatlon "oonbsi vrere dispatched to bomb and strafe the Srm

Ili^uel lending. Ap^Ciremtly the lou-flying pursuits created a con-

siderable acount of confusion onon^ enemy personnel in lan&inc

s and around supply duaos, but the Jcips succeeded in putting up

such £. heavy screen of antiaircraft fire that at least OT.P P-35 was
8

forced to crasii-land "before the^1 cotild return to base.

SEie -n-ors-uits had no aore than returned from this mission when

all air fore© taiite v?ere instructed to evecuate current 1^-held L U B O U

oases as a part of the general withdrawal to jataan. She evacuation

oe^aa on 34 December. Pursuits x;ere to establish themselves first on

three nevlj constructed fields at the head, of Bataan peninsula. !2hen

if the eneifiy continued to close in, these "oases x̂ ere to be evacuated,

uith the pursuits falling "oac!: on three fields nearer the ses:

llarivRles, Oabcabea, cad 3&taan. She planes were to be floim by

pilots cliosen fron the 24th &roup, and the renain&er of the £roirpt

-ith the exception of sufficient enlisted nen for naintenance, were

to be posted as inf;oitiy reserves. On 10 Jim-nary a chfin̂ e of brancli

beC£'J.se official vhen, a field order redesignated the S4t!i Groiip as

the 2d Infantry Ee^msnt (Provisional) and as sifted it to the 71st

9
Division.

JXirint this period the 27th Grou"*, located in the Ifenilti area,

also beoamo involved in the confusion of the retreat. For several

days, i t s squadrons had received a series of seeain^ly contradictory
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and, according to Lt. James B. MacAfee, never had there *oeen

a day l!nore snafu'1 than 34 DeceiYber, the day of the evaetiation.

Oonfusion. res'olted in part from the fact that the group commander,

!&y. John Dcvies, together with a dosea others had flown to Australia,

lee.vinc LUEOII on 18 Deceriber rjresuae'oly to l)ring Lack the long-

awaited A-34ls. Consequently on 31 DeceiDer, a l l squadrons had "been

ordered to prepare n&i fields at LiT>a, CO miles south of Ifcaila, aud

to the northxjest at San llarcelino and Srji Fftrniindo, oefore the arrival

of these planes. Eiree days later, on 24 Beae&ber, hovever, just

after a nove to these neu "oaints had "keen accoErplished, another order

directed al l squadrons to evacuate their leases and to proceed to the

Ilcnila dociis.

Until that tine, nea"bers of the 3?th had Been, a'ole to relax a

l i t t l e iii the didst of For. They had worked frantically at digging

sl i t trenches and preparing f-irfieldr,. Thej had dodged ooribs and

arjmed antiaircraft {?xa.a, 3ut they also had an occasional hour in

uhich they could visit Ilanilp, and eajoy a dinner at the officers'

olub or a, drill r at thft x/ell-stoclzed bjir. In the city they were con-

fronted "oy caxious-faeed Filimrtos asking i/hea reinforcements \;ould

arrive, or \rhether the present force could hold, Eae;- were c

Slevery fev bloc!:a "oy nn itchy-fingered Filipino sentry," and they

tried to ignore cm occcvsionr.1 nr.tire lyin^ uhere he liad been shot

J?F a vc.xw.np, to others vao ni{*ht oe fce-nted to l i ^ t c. flr,re uhen

Jrr>anese riianes were Tjassin,; overhead.



As the f;rou-3 svoeeded through the city duriaf: the late afternoon

and e.irl-.- evenln.^ of Christinas Jve, few Izoev v3iere they were bound,

except that they hcA "been ordered to the dod:s. Sane of thea

realised, however, that they voitld not see ibnilc. a^aia for a long

tine, and a few even stopped for e, last drink at the bar. At the

flocLiB, the croup was divided, a part n i l in j into trucks and the re-

minder being ordered into boats. Both parties then her.dea for ja-taoa

Those in the "oo&ts had nonents of uiieasiiiess, cts at leiist one craft

becriine lost in Kine fields, thus delaying the l i t t l e fleet long

enough, to bring the men to their destination in ilari-v&les ho.rbor

g nn air raid. She idthdravis,!, aoverthelesL, succeeded, ?jaC the

t>ra,s able to have a Onrietnas dinner of "oread and hot coffee,

IT

ofj; in a £e\: cr.ses; ~bj a nip of "cro^.''

MhoArthur did not co.xolete the noTeieal to Batoon Tjê roa on 34

Dece.uor until the firnt of tho ne;,- ireox. His rear .juard had de-

layed the Japanese lonr; ê oû jh to cover the witadrEV/al of the prin-

cipal Anericcja force F.S well as the evaoup-tlon of eq-uipuont end

stsjolies. 3r thai time the air force units located on Jataan had

been reorganised. Both General Ola^ett and frenoral Jreretort had

left the Philippines: for Australia to establish, a new headquarters,

leaving in a 3-17 on the ISth or 19tk, tmd Brereton T.dth

of hie staff in tvo P3Y's on the 3*-th. 3y 22 December,

noreover, 650 officers ;uid. enlisted mea of the 19th Group had been

dispatched to Del "oate. Eius tl\c only ear force persornel remaining
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on Sataaa were men of the Interceptor Contend, nou under tI1e~ca.p5.ble

and energetic Col. Harold 32. G-eor̂ e, uho had arrived in the Hiilirroines

uith General Cla&ett over C .".oatha Defore. G-eorge had only a.

aCielcton. stsff, v/hich in •fiiaor;,* viis to be esBPZu?ed r-s reinforcements

*jet"a,n to I'lou in from a repervoir of personnel, supplies, and ecruip-

nent to "be 'ouilt u? in Australia. At t ie noaent, of course, that

reservoir did not ejdst, ctad i t was a question x:hsther i t could "ue

ectaoliehed "before ever? oaannel to the tired Auericaa troops in the

10
j had laeen cut.

S?he tasl: of developing c "oase of operttioixs in Australia, vas

tremendous. I t s ©Btaulishment depended alnost entirely tcpon the

arrival of personnel, SCT^lies, and erfuipuent from the United States.

3riEl>ane î .-ce over 7,ODD st'itute «iles froa Ssn jrancisco; eon-setruerttly

distance iteelf riresented a proljlea; uoreover from the Tjeeinnine of

the war the tenuouc routes acro&s the Ptioific had "been thre- ter,ed

o;. Japanese subnjorinc attac':. Altliourp. the sea routes through the

Central Pacific had "been corraletely cut in the es.rly days of the war,

i t *.r£S possible for ship-iinf; to proceed vrilth a naval escort south of

the Griloert Islands, v/hioh inad 'oeeai overnui duriA^ the first v;eec of

•hostilities. Troops, earinunition, spare parts, fuel, and "Icnoctied-

flovm." pursuit planes and neclium T3omT)ers could "be shipped "oy water.

Heavy boabers, ho\:ever, could hardly *oe trcn£r;orted in this v;ay.

2hey had to oe floun, and the Jepcaiese, "t»y landinj; on 'Jake Island

on S3 Bece:.;oer, bad cut the only air route already tested for that

of aircraft. Eiis h^|J.i ifl.4^- f ft^.^h^dj3 |(^fli, ,ht of ndeltioual



B-171? to the Philippines, several of vaiicli were en route on 7

* Indeed six -unarmed --'-17's, the viLmsuard of the 7th Bom-

Group's a i rc ra f t , had loft the United States on 6 Dece;/oer

PXUL irero cxnT0c.6hin.;j llt-vsAi enrl;r on tlie following norain^;. Ehe

creus expected to land at Hickcn r i e l d for £&s, sjEdjiteaaiice, and

instructions "before proceeding to the i r destination via lidway,

Vare, and Port Iioree"o;\ Iastocd, they crrived in the raidst of the

'E on Pearl Ecrbor, and were forced to use a l l the i r sld.ll to "bring

thei r -nirjies to a safe I s c

I t was clear th r t a conticviation of the fli t;ht alon^ the old

route lies inposfdole. Ehe Arny ^Ur Porces had lone foreseen t h i s

eTentrality, end repeated trarnings fron i t s officials had prompted

the u'er Jiepartneat to arsprove the construction of a. southorn. route.

Shut? at the tis^e of the Pearl Hcrbor attac*.:, ootL the Arny OJICI the

l'av;r vere x:orlcin.; fe-veris!oly to provide at leaet liinijatua f a c i l i t i e s

necessary for lending 'asses on Chrietnas, Canton, the S i j i s , and !{

Caledonia. '_Ke "iaiUfjural fliL;ht!t over t h i s route v,-£.s not i]&6.e un t i l

6 Jcmiary 1S42, aau the only other rou-te TJOssiole stretched about

two-thirds of the dietence around the vorld, orocsin^ the South

Atlantic fron 3rcnil to Africa, antl thence to Indit. ,-Jxd che ITetherlands

Jact Indies, ^intencjic© f a c i l i t i e s over th is route were nuch less

than, adecuate, pr,rticulp,rly in India., r,nd were so "ooor during; January

that at one tiise, r,ccordiag to General Arnold, four-notor bombers

»?ere "lilod ur» froa Bnncr-lore to Trinidad.1'1"^ In spite of theee

difficulties. , however, alljrenlcccmcnts^for the 19th Groiro and the



entire a i r echelon, of the 7th Group flev to Australia by one or the

other OA these two routes.

Prospects for the ar r iva l yy sea of the nucleus of an Auericrja

supply aeriot l a Australia vere- "better in the ni&dle of Bece^ber than

those for the ferrying of heavy boubers over cither the Proific or

the Africrin routes. A^pr old namely 3 weeks "before the a t t ad : on

i;ea,rl Btrbor, the ground echelon of the 7th Group together with a

nunber of other service and coubat units boardeS. the U. S. I'cvy

3.in a t San ?raacisoo. On 3d Hovenber the Republic

Honolxau, and on the following day ,joinet> a convoy raade rro

of fdx other sliips escorted "oy the U.D. S. Fensacola, an b-inch gua
15

cruiser . This convoy, destined for the Philippines, was oraasied

•jlth troops tmd supplies v?hich ibcArthtir needed. Air Porce troops,

nuaberin^ more than 3,500 officers and men, ua&a no only a ssai l

par t of the lo;?d. d'here were also sane 0,000 additional troops and

2iuch iieavy cquiprsent, fuel, and supplies including S40 ~otor vehicles,

43 x 75-2U. {jms, over 600 tons of bombs, G.000 exuns of p.vic.tion

o i l , fjid 3,000 drums of eviction gasoline, ?erh^r»s of even more

innorteace vere lb P-40's and the lonr>-dGlr^e& C2 A-S4's of the

27th 3oabardaent tooup* Ships bound for fehe Philippines normally

proceeded di rect ly west thro-ugh the oratcUvted is lands. But in th is

ccse the convoy had "been directed by "higher authority" to take a

southwest course. During the morning of 7 December, the comuaader

of the Hertublie learned of an intercepted radio message which stated

thr.t Pearl Hc^bor M&S under atto.cZ:. He f i r s t believed that this
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ve,s no nore than a chance -JHSiJfi5S&#- df'T5f"s?S£î e1-ixchan£;ed durint;

naval firmeuvers, "out another message, t h i s tine from the 01170

Sleet , was shortly received reading: "Japan started
161

hostilities—jTOTern yoTirself accordingly."

Tor the nest 3 weelcs, the convoy kept i tee l f in readiness for

cay event-utility. I t could, do l i t t l e iaore than be prepared to abandon

ship since only t"o ghlos oilier than the Pensacola vcre CfpaJle of

defense. Five ships had no armaent while another had tv/o 3-inch

I7sa.fi "o-at lc.c'-red aniuunition. (;he creu of the Eeniublic searched i t s

C£.r<r,Q for noccible neans o£ defease. S*our 75-rj.i. £.̂ ms were fotmd

out no ar-auaition; four ,30-cali"bcr and foiir ,50-caliber machine

forns '/ere SlcooTered rzid raauated on ded:. A rif3e detrchnent was

CVIGO or;;cJii?!ed af ter Eorse SOD x .SO-caliber r i f l e s were foxud. 0a

12 I'ecer2*oor tl^e convoy vreis p t i l l in tact (4 dayp ear l ie r those on

the 5e"otiblic hac been interested to learn fron an intercepted

raecsa^e tha,t their shio had "oeen stoic/, anil i t was decided

to or^aaise the troops ciboord into & t&sl: force oncer the coiaucaid of

the senior officer, 3r i£ . Gea. jTjlian P. Barnes. Che eventual des-

t ination of the convoy s t i l l regained tlte Pidlip^ineE?, jut new orders

were received on 13 December directing a detour to A'ostralin &%.&

desi;nr,tiiv; 3araes as coamandor tinder It cArthur of a l l American

troops in Australia. All tho a i rc ra f t , the fTOtind cre\;s, an-I iiuch

additional ecfuinneat v?ere to he diprsafosrked in Australia ô id the plcnes

erected for inunediate ierryin;; to the P h i l i ^ i n e e . 'Jiie rencdrder of

the convoy ASS to continue \'±th the car^jo by water to the Philippines.
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Both lixeArthur snd Australian naval authorities "believed this rein-

forcement "by sea prc.cticnole, although, the cooperation of the U. S,

l>-vy wt\s needed, and at the tine the williat?iess and the ability of

the ITavy to escort the convoy throutjh. to the Philippines was open

1?
to question.

Before the convoy reached Australia, several details as to the

or^anination of the new Australian service of svpply had "been

settled. General 3cjraer announced on 13 December that his coiuiand,

the nucleus of the new organization, v,ould bo "aiovn as the TMted

States Forces in Australia, a naas changed early in, January to the

TJhited States Arr*y Forces in Australia (U5ATIA), Barnes had no ;uore

than nfide this announcoEient uhen the War De-Dartmeat informed him that

lle,.j. Gca. C-eorge Brett would soon arrive to organize and conmnd

&11 Arioric£?,n units in Australia. Brett, i/3ao had served in alnost

every &.<3ministrative post in the Jiir Cores IVT.S r.t the time conpleting

£n officia.1 tour of the Itid&le 3ast, India, rjad China. On 15 Eeeeiuber

he hr.d "been instructed to attend a conference of Chinese, British,

Eussiaa, end Aaericsn reoreseafctives in Giiuĉ Ilnf; apparently to

reasrure those interested in the Pacific uar tbr.t "prontpt and visov-

onor mes-g-ores to reinforce fee Philippines11 were under way. SPwo days

later i t had "ueen decided that he would tal;e over the Australian

cors-iraid, but Brett himeelf fiia not receive official orders -until the

18
2E&, rxd did not leave Shuigtdng for another 2 days.

Hie convoy reached the Brisbane area on 3D Peeonber mere ?arnes

toother with a delo,-r,tion of AnericcJi end Aaatrdinn officers conferred

BJESTRIGTE9
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General Ol&^ett, uho hr.d "been selected "by General Arnold as

Brett's -nrixxcroal assistant in Australia. Clagett terrporarily

assumed coanand on the seme day naa •orepared to enrry out General

liicArthur's instruotious to dispatch the convoy to Mianila* Barnes

Iird already coii-iletea arrEH.*;enents for rations and q-uarters near

xris'bsne f-nt" for the assembly of rircraft at JSjnoerley J'ield, rJhe

depr.rtia-e of the convoy, hovever, \x.s d?,n<;erouply delayed. She

ships hcid not "oeeu unit-loaded, ant- in order to find tho organiaa-

tionr-l eouipnont of the troops ;Mch irere to veuisln in Australia

rjid the pi.rts for the aircraft iib.lch were to "be assembled there, i t

was aeceescry to xmlof.fi "practically the entire cargo of each shio."

Jhren then so.-ne of the TitaL parts of the A-24's, such as trigger

motors and solenoids for jinchine ffins, vexo never found, ^ t e r aany

hours of fruitless recrch, i t was decided to reload the goods scheduled

for rater trcxts^ort on the tvo lacte^t shipc, the Holbrook and the

Blo.grfotitein. In this operation, the A."ericr.n<? received wholehearted

cooperation fron Auptrrvlirm laborers. She ptevedoreg worlnod S4 hours

a da:' Includin;; Ohriftriss anc Soxin/; Bay (the d?.y cfter Christs;as)

and had cormleted tlic loccin;: by the 3ith, when the Holorools soiled.

Ehe Sloenfontoin '.,-as delayed oirin^ to a nicxinderstKidin." idth the

's contain over his contract, but sailed on the following day

a clarification of his orders vw,s received frcn the Dutch

had reached Australia, an orr,snination had

"oeen established, ar,d the flre-^ -^eittforo-e^enis -had "aeen dicpr.tched
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to the Plailinnines, these ste?s vere onl̂ * prelininarv to solving

a multitude of •unforeseen prouler.s. General liar shall had su^ested

thivb Australia's cooperation should oe requested find that i t s re-

sources Blioialfi oe utilised as much, as posedole in order to relieve

the "burdens on Aucricux transport. Barnes and Clf^ett soon found,

howrer, that Australian industries were already h-,rdpressed to

suorsl;/ their own ^overrseat' s Liilitary needs. For a time, at least,

l i t t l e if an;,* help could "be e3roected. Che transportation systen in

Australir. ur.s also xmeOTectedly priaiitive. SEce convoj" had landed near

BrisTssae, Ti.ouf;h Darvin was suck nerirer the liattle aoae, the diffi-

culties, if not the dangers, of transporting: ôo&s fron Brisbane

•50 Dand.& were alaost as fTe-,t as from Trirwin to the Philip-oines.

7o railroad connected these tvo ci t ies, vMch were 3,500 ailes apart

oy the nor.t expeditious land route, For ^ore tlirzt r, nuarter of this

distance, only a notor road, \'ith no riMrillel railroad, cut tlaroû jh.

the coatrrl desert. The notor rocd ca.jo to an end within 300 niles

of En.nd.n, uhere i t connected tri.th a relive,;/ cr.pf.ble of carr^-in ,̂ no

nore then SCO tons of ecul-j-aeat cxd supplier n dr,y. Moreover repair

facilities î erc inat'.eo-ar,te for the aaintensnee of either road or

railroad, oxxH some of the rolling stock, ajronrently Tniilt to tr&as-

port cr-ttle, l i terally "btidcled UGCer her.vj- jlr.ericeox eqxdpaent,

Poor transportatioii, cOi-T-5licated even nore lv the lack of coast-

•vri.se vesrels, ras onî * one oasic proolci. Soth rn adeniate labor

sn-o-jly ant ^ITicient storage deT>ots; verc lnazi^J. Indeed the lack

of storrve frci l i t ies vd.Jtit hn,%'e proved an innumiountalJle hrjid

THIS PAGErDeclassified IAW EOl2958



This Paqe Declassified IAW EO12958

had not several wool warehouses been nade te-raorarily rvtrailaole at

tiJ.s time o'rin™ to the export of a considerable quantity of vool.

Co unload, ships, to transfer sag-plies into 'jcxehousee, and to accom-

pli all coTtntless other related ta&cs required a readily p.vailaule

labor supply. 2uis did not exist in Australia. Of a total •copu-

lation of only o,u30,0J0, tvp-trosLuately C5G,C'3J aole-bodied sen

iierc in tho araod forces as of 1 'fovesfoer, l&njr norc were en£*tged

in industry rjad ftjrninc occupations indispensable to the war effort.

2he problem v;as particularly acute in tlie Ifortiiern territory vhere

only a s.icll f rcction of the tot&l Australian population lived.

Furthermore, labor ucions had obtained suc^ a poeition. that they

sooted to re^ulr-te tlieir IIOUTP of laoor vithout considering the

esdre^cies of war, r, cltixrtion bard-pre^Bed Anericans found

difficult to understand.

5Eiepo and other difficulties obviously necessitated the closest

raossiole coordinp»tion idth the Australian t'Qver&ment. A food "ce-

^irniii^ hcC. ~c.;z. «ia&e before the v&r, T;hen conferences between

General Brercton and Australian leaders and negotiations carried

out by Oeneral IlacArthur prepared the '/ay for the use of Australian

bases by American boubers. She arrival of the 14 3-17's which had

flown to Barf/in fxon Bel llonte in the niddle of Beceraoer presented

a need for further coordination, asie Australians had not neea

inxorued of the plans for ewjloyaaoat of these aircraft, nor was there

any general UK.derstrxdin£™ as to the future aovencnt of A-ierican

aircraft to Australia, lloreovor Australia had certain flijh.t
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vliich so!40 .luericcm oilots did not deem i t necessary to

respect. It wr.s considered Isnorfcant, for ezzwple, trk»t tlio tLne

;jad dectiiif,tion of flights oe filed './ith interested Australian

authorities so th?t fr iend" Planes would not be .3istc:ea for those

of the ener-ty. Gn onp occr.sioii, at least, the net_lxcence o£ sa

i^aericcn pilot in failing to eo.qg>ly with this re££tX./fcion, caused con-

siderable inconvenience to the Australian aircraft 1 fining service.

Such relatively ainor oversi^ts , however, were easily forgotten.

General I^cArthur radioed Sir CLr.rles 3-arnett, chief of the Australian

Air Staff, p. rctLer oeltited ftrolrnation for the presence of Ar'.erican

3-17's in Australia, aad ilncricrja officers "oe "an r. scries of CO:J,-

ferencec to cLipcuss oasic prDule..-r of ordeal'svfcion "ith liurnett Eind

othor lecdinf; Au.strfili.'aa air ofiicials. J'J

2iE3 f i r r t of these conferences, held &t Ainoerlej" Tield on

2S December, not onl;r syaoolised tho t_-rovin;.: cooperaxion "ostireen

i.usfcr:,liana and Anoricons jut also considered c. number of r>rcotical

prooleKJs vital for the reinforcement of the Philip Unes. Of ini t ia l

iiTportance VL& the establish;sent of aircraft erection cud refueling

depots. Tac problem vns to erect Icnoclccd-do'nfn A-34's and P-40's

and to dispr.tcla then to the Philippines ct the earliest possible

notaent. Te^ot facili t ies were available at j'l^cherfi eld and A::iserley

Brisbane. Personne?. could "oe obtained rrosi the 7th Son'oardiaent

Y.iry, a her.vy unit to "oe sure but vertime necessity soon converted

i t s -̂rouxid crers into esoerts oaA-Sf s. A.-U"rican officers were

f:lven the recpon^ioilitj-jfor erection of the r>l&nĉ , Tjat an
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Australian, Group Captain I rchal , wis put In general charge to

injure coordination of a l l phase© of the "basic. Once erected, the

aircraf t s t i l l hrd to "be ferried a. disttrac© of 2,Guj :;iles 'oefore

they revoked, r. f inal jiuspin^-off -place a t 33arxri.n. I t vac decided

thfvb refueling depots \-ould oo established at Qiiarleville, Oloncorry,

Daly i/atere, ^id Bandn. One hundred-octane f-asoline froca the

rotherlamis JEkct Intlles v,*as avidl^'ole, "out this fuel hpd each, a

ki^ja &ro:r..;»tic content tjir.t i t destroyed the losJroroof Xining in I'uel

tmiss. Consequeiitly juer ia-a fuel ii-»d to ue i-Jjorted. So^e hac a l -

ros-d;"" arriyed, ana tlxe stearisliir* ^ivuna Lqa was on the ucy feo Dri^oane

uitii an cdditionsr,! 400,000 t ra ions , out th i s was s t i l l far Xros; the

^ocl set before the \IHT of 10 .million ^t l lons.

Aaother pro"ylc"ii of innortsaice considered ID;* the conferences at

Aifoerle;? t.T,s the t r a i a in r oi1 pursuit p i lo t s and "ooriber crevs. '2he

route fron Brisbr^ie to ferrdn was diff icul t enough for inexperienced

flyers , "out the overwatsr ho-̂  froa lar'.-dn to the Philirj-oines l̂ as

besot not onlj- T,dth navigational difficraltieE "but vdLth dga^er of

attack "oy Japanese a i rc ra f t . Ilaciirthur had stated as er,rl;- p.g 15

Dsccn'ber thcit trajapitiojop,! trr,inia r; in Au^troJLip, for conbat p i l o t s

xjould be essent ia l unless' the;." hr>& rsrevioucl;' con-nleted a training

course. At the jbfoerlc^ conference of S>-> Eece'a'ber, Burnett and

Olr-::ett decided thr-i % trr-inin;-: school VPQ necessary, ct& thct one

for A-C4 creus cLould T>e set m> at /.rcherfield ^nd mother for P-40

p i lo t s e.t Aaberle;*. Specific plans werij dratai up on the
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clay ct a nesting of American officers uith Air Coianocore Bladin,

•Kuo wcis in charge of air operations in northeastern Australia. At

this tine, GTOUD Captain Lsehal v*as assigned as a general overseer of

the proeran, and Ilaj. John Dairies, coii-sander of the 27th Grotm,

assisted by Australian Sauadron loader Legood, was made res-nan Bible

for the standard of training. She co-arse was to coasirt of practice

in ni^ht fljdLn.-, clvc 'bonTsin̂ s and aerial '̂aanery vit!i special

ernhf-sis on tite let ter since feu if any "of tliese USA pilots" had

rireviously fired front none.

J3J* this time air force rtcrsoaael had arrived fron the Philippines

to assist 130th in the erection of the plsnes and the trainino prograsi.

Lenfaers of the 27th Grô Tp, vho had set out fron the Phi3.ippines in a

C-S3 and 3 B-l&'r, iiad rer.ched Drjnan "by 23 Eecen'oer. On Ghristrcs

3ve, c, yi-»jatap fljanr "uort Tiroû jiit then—cloC in Australian uniforns

and dirty, hot, esnd disheveled—to ->risoane. At a party thct nitjht

•ouiLch flowed freelj- and son,r;s v;ere sun£t far into the n i ^ t . But on

Ohristatas IT.'/ they ucre fcoed iltli the realities of their uission.

The;/ had been sent to Australia for ihe purpose of flying the group's

52 aircraft "oac~.: to the Hiilropines, A rsrelinin?«ry investigation

found WS3K the A-34t's s t i l l on a ship in Srishane harbor. A aore

thorou^L inspection showed what has already oeen pointed out: that

the aircraft had "oecn loaded in s. careless fashion. Insfcruncats

uere in need of repair, t ires \irere defective, and parts were nipsin^.

In fact, according to one account,, tvo offlcers_(lireat into a flat
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trying to locate solenoids and trigger notors, guns, and

brackets.« "earn idle , several officers i;ere del elated to act &s

flying and gunnery instructors for the newly organised training

school. Lt, Earry fialusha gave daily lectures on lov flying at

Areherfield, and "oy 1 Jwraary 1342 official training operations

had tsarxoD. with Lt. Herman 3?. Io'.:err designated as acting operations

organisation within vhich these rctivities were occurring

regained a rather anomalous one. Until 3S December the only over-all

American military organisation in the Southuest Pacific was the

United States forces in Australia soon, to -co comiaanded '$? Ilaj. Gen.

Georges Brett. Althou£jh not an air organisation, i t was envisaged

ac functioning primarily as an air co;a.r.an& "t.rith the other elements

bein& linited to those needed for the efficient air operations in

the security of bases." Pending Brett's arrival, General Ola£;ett

continued to direct i t s activities. -But on 33 December, General

3rereton. arrived in Darwin after conferences T-ith American naval and

Dutch air and aray officials at Eoerabaja and Batavia, He caae with

the following instructions from Ceneral II&cArthur;

You vi l l proceed vdth the Far Sist Air Porce Eeadcroarters
to the South, Your r^ssion is th^.t of organizing advance
"oases of operation frou which, 'dth the Ifer Sast Air S"orce,
lines of cotanunications can be protected by you, bases
in Mindanao secured, rn£ the defense of Philiirjines
suTiorted "fay the United States Air Forces in Far East.
You \,11! coorserrte uith the U. S. "avy, vath the llr-val
and Air Forces of Australia cnc. the ITctherlands Indies.
Iiiaison irlll be established "by you iri.th Oottmandinc General
of TJ. S. Forces in Australia. He is charged with organi-
sation of bases in Australia. Proji those bases you vi l l
direct the operation of Tar Sr.st Air Porce and the dis-
position of Air Oorps troops in advance thereof in order
to aeeorralish your assigned mission- . . , r v - . - l ? -
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Brereton outranked Ola^ett, raid the lat ter di<l not know how

2rereton's firrival would change the cow&no. setup then existing,

nor did lie know vhother Brereton had made any plrais v/hich would

alter arrangements already made in Australia. Ureretoa proceeded,

meanwhile, according to General l&cArth.ur'E orders. He organized

a teiroor&ry hee.daueirters in "Darwin and radioed the Max Department

requests for personnel and equi'oment wliich were needed for a newly

OP,
estaolished h q

Eieoreticallj- the ain of a l l operations was the reinforcement

and maintenance of the Philippines. But 3rereton found that the

riturtion in Australia did not justify a hope that reinforceaents

and surtplies could reach nacArthiar's hardoreseed foroes, Ehe lacli

of riecessr,ry eo-oipmeat, personnel, ana tr?Jisoortation and con.~un.ica-

tion facili t ies interfered. 3von the few eircrcift civailrfule were

•Tounded in Australia for an indefinite tiiae. The 37th Group was

s t i l l awaiting the arrival of parts necessary to prepare the A-24'r.

for cosibat, and P-^0 pilots in A-uEtralia uere ectually frustrated "by

the laolc of prestone, essential xor operating liciuid-cooled P-4d

en^nes. Hone had Jeen sent in ihe convoy irith the planes, and

although every effort vas made to obtain prestone loyally, i t was

"believed thr.t only cno-Oip. for 10 circraft mifht "be found. In the

, thcP-40's, lilce the A-24's, renained grounded. 2'urtlier-

, i t i.;ar. 'ueconin^ wore anC nore -unlikely that any aircraft could

oe ferried into the Philippines ^dthout runain£ undue risk of "bein™

destroyed. Ehe Jax»?Jiese, v:ho were usin*; air "bases on Ilindanao "oy
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the last week in Decenber, were astride alnoct all -oossible routes

fron Australia, and A-D£'s or P—20's, v&th. a ranpe of little more

than EOO niles and limited to the use of "oases uithin that distcJice

of Philippine airfields, would oe relatively eas;' to intercept.^

{Jeneral 3rett, who had reached Australia "bj~ 1 January, soon

relegated the Pliilirnin.es to a secondary •nocition in future Allied

•olcns. On 2 Januax; , he radioed General !Jrrsaoll that he could carry

out little in the vaj of tactical operations until "a stable estao-

linhnent" ejdrted in Australia, rnd that thir involved the construc-

tion of a large air Tjaso *\t Dr-n-dn and a "ir.ajor repair, naintenance,

and swoly "oase at 2o\jnsville." Obviously, the time available would

be incufileient for so large aa undertaJzin.^. iJurini; a recent con-

ference *.rith General t.'avell, who had oeen transferred froa the

Ilidole 3r,st to India in July, General Brett had found rather sur-

~>risitt£ a^ree-ient \rxfh the British leader on general principles of

strate£7. On 5 Jammry 3rett presented their conclusions to a

eoni'srence c.t -srhich Australia was represented "o;-- the chiefs of

staff, their deputies, and a nur/oer of government officials. The

iaerican representatives were Generals xSrett, Brereton, and Barnes,

and Ooloaels Perrin and IJerle-Saith, the last "oeinf: the jkierican

military attache to Australia. At this conference, 3rett made it

quite clear thrt he regarded the vex in the Pacific as e, "slow

pressure Kir" in v/hicli Allied strctegj' slioulii ~i>e defensive until

sufficient forces had oeen nccrunulated to £o on the offensive. Sliis

oc carried out; "(a) "by vorld,ns fron Buriia into China towards
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Shanghai to acquire advanced oases; Cb) "by exerting s lor pressure

through the rethcrloa&s I'Jast ladies tine Ilclaycu; CJX€< (c) "by exerting

similar pressure frorc Australia Into the iclan&p to the lor th .«

Obviously Bre t t ' s s trategic ulane did not include a& immediate

r t t e n t to push reinforcements through to the Philippines. Indeed,

he irx'ie&is'.tely ordered the only vessels on. the \r::j to ^ncArthur, the

Holoroolr.e cs.ii Bloer.fontein so laoorxousl^ relct^decL a t 3ris"Jaae, to

put in r.t Dfjrvia c-sd to dieciaar£;e thei r cargo rJid a l l troops at thr.t

. 33por t .

3y th i s t i ; ;e , the Mar Deoartiient too liad to a l l pract ica l pur-

poses abt'JiConed lioi>e for a large scale reinforceneat of IlacArthur's

forces. I t r&s clear tiitit a reservoir of B-cnily coidd not "be "built

in Australia "before a l l f rx i l i t i cc for transfor of existin/; equirment

T?erc cat off "by the enemy. I7o i l lus ions verc an;- longer held as to

the pose io i l i ty of a err;*in^ ?Iiort-raja^-e plcjiec to Hie PMli-r^ines,

ard the p r o j e c t of breeding tho pea oloclcado \rlth. a naval ercort

'.•as even less proraisix~. President Soonevelt aad ^ri^ie 'Unister

Churcliill idtli the i r cliiejTs of staff had coasidered suck an operation

and had decided that the 17c vy, hard h i t at Pearl Har'oor, could not

release con"bat vessels cosiaittcd to Hirror>c or the lliddle Sast, After

such, a decision, no other conclusion geaaed TtosEille than that the

"forces required for the re l ie f of the Philippines" could not "oe

placed in the "cr Bast 'HritMn the t ine rj7tJ.lr.Vle." On 5 January,

therefore, a, nerorrjsdcr. "i<ned "oy Krig. dea., Leonard I . c-erou,
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Asrdstant Chief of Staff, rcconr.cn&G& that Generations for the relief

of the Philippines oe not undertcCrca.," and that for the tiae Being

operation;; In the 3Vr 2r,st "be limited to holding the Iblaj-'i-arrier,

2-ax.ui, end AucU'rAir r^

provide ras:i:j"iu.i defense in depth. '

"^rejecting operntions to the rtorthuard to

2-
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Bj- 1 Jrurur.ry l y l ? , the P5oiliTtiK.es no longer vere considered of

foreaopt imortanee i a Azcric^o. Pacific s t rc tegr , erce-it porsilJly

in the nind of General Ii cArthur. 7ot onl;" hid the Jtnrmese forced

r, l:j^;e -Qro^ortios, of the IYr Hrsfc Air Torce to cTjcoidon i t s forward

"bases, T>ut the;/had also isolf.ted tiie jfliili-ojines CJXO v;ere

~oo.cz the Allied l ine of resistance. Allied ctrcte^j.- \K\a a

chrmred to that oi liololxii; the llcl?~j Carrier, "defined ar, the l ine

P, Simr.tra, Jnvr., -ad l.ortli Australia. " iELie neF line

VT t rmciiored in. J-UTJT. to tlie vest rzxd Dsrviu in the o^^t, i t s center

for t i f ied "o;,- the "izpToga.eible" bastion of Siiifjapore and the Uni ted

".ilifcjrjr resources of the ircthorlnndp Ec.&h Indies?.

22ie ccoyl'sition oi1 the 1,'ctb.erlandc I>st Indies liad lont- "oeen

cm. essential pnrt of J c ^ n ' e "G-re-vter Hart Asia" policy. Her

failure to penetrr.te tliece iplends nepcefully, together \i±ih the

frovin- detcrr.Inr.tion of «h<%c.mi, Australia, r i d the United Str.tes

to s'arj^ort t>? ITetherlrjidr ^OTcrnncnt in case of war, had un-

doubtedly contributed to a Jer>anese decision to ptri're "oefore t'ant

coali t ion had hnd c-oa orsiortucity to , r.thcr i t s stren th. the f i r s t

"clove of the \i-<r, c-trac'r at Pcr>rl Harbor snii the jfuili-ninor, \rere

•tfrolr deei-sed --iriaeinp.il;,* to cierr the way for an invasion of

SECURI
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the Indies, So carry out such on. atte-c':, the Japanese needed "bases

ior their lrx.& Planes end a -cort for their shipping, ,/ith the

capture of Eavr.o lr,te in Beoea'oer, they had t'.eoi&red "both a port

end an air case strategically situated with reference to northern

Borneo and Celebes. Jrrior to this, attacks on Indies "bases had

consisted only of sporadic air raids. i£he development of levao,

hoi/ever, urourht aore acjressive tactics. 3" 1 January Ss-ravjal:, a

British protectorate in norths-astern Borneo, had £cZlen, air raids

on lars&sn on the northeastern coast occurred renulurly, and nine

df̂ ys later cneny lcndin^s had occurred s.t tint point and at Ilsaado

on tLe northern tip of Celebes.'*"'

To carry out the difficult tas1: of conoyerinf.* "this island

e-K>ire, the Jt-pcnefe had powerful forces r.vailaT)!©. Jbx Allied in-

telligence ecti-.J.te of 13 Jamjar;* placed C6 -ui'snoits and 130 "aouoerE

ct Epiaoii and Formosa, 103 ovrsiiits and 144 bociliere in ELailsnd, 90

aad "A oo:.;oors in tlio Phllipplues, 1S8 rtturguits and 114

in :^l,"yp-, and 24 -pursuits already in the Indies. In addi

tlon to these Irjifi-oased pl?ziea, tne J^.prjicse hed 11 aircraft carriers

i.dth EXL aysroxisiafce capacity of 153 dive oorjisexs, r̂ lG torpedo "oocroers,

end 12G intixsuit clones as veil as IS seaplane carriers which co-old

ua&e eoiae 17& float planes. SJhis concentr&ted air pov;er could

•provide protection for troo'o brans'JO r ts and supply ships drewa

fron r, nerclicnt î u-rine alreadj," B '̂ollen j ; ' the spoils of war. Furtlier-

nore, the Japanese were aole to furnish a naval escort of crtsisers,

destroyers, and "brttleshirse if necessary. Che Jop-nese victory at
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Pearl Harbor and tae subsequent sinking of the Bri t ish Prince of V

p.ad Herralso disastrously Uni ted i^v^l resources available to the

Elie llotherlrxclfs rovernnent.lonf.; awe re of the dan; er from Ja

In tlie "ex 3a.pt, had not neglected tl-c defenses of the

Hast Indie?, I t had r- rery.l-x nr^y of sonc 40, 00 msn, sirs^

"bj' T>erh.tniB 100,000 active troops. TlarCole to defend a l l islands in

the e:nire vi th such a e^nll force, the Eutca couvnaad posted s^all

;Tixrisoa.p at strcte'-ic jjoints, cliiefl;- to cai'r^ out demolitions,

raid concentrated i t s rsain force on Jr.va. Che plan v/as to defend

thle >:ey to the I!hlar i r r r i e r vritb {,roiiiid troops CJXH. to "oreal" u->

*cojvo"e idth Allied navr 1 and e l r forces. * 2iae r i r forces

f i r rjrlnGipalljr froa a i r f ie lds in Jcxr, of v&ich tiiexo were a

mintber Eroitsblt* for u i l i t a r y r tercf t rmd ouhors used "ay coraaercia1

oir l ines . ?s.tr,Yia, Java's cr/ritrJ., had ootii a coix.iercial and a

i^il i ter? a i r f i e ld . 5he well-caiioufla£;ed Jiilitarjr a i r f i e ld , S ni les

southeast of the c i ty , had 5,COD-foot runvnyrs of f-raes and xmder-

jrotmd fuel ptorrge tanks eouip*^ed vitii e lectr ic pumps. Other

r i l i t a r y "irr>orts were a t Eal id ja t i , Br̂ acloeng:, I^relKnf. liidioea,

Ijilryi;;, cjad Soeraaaja. Soera'oaja, the r>rxncipal 35u.tch naval "case,

was equipped to handle "oath laud rjid sea rjlfjies. I t had run\:©7S

Tsr.ved vrf.tli acpiialt and "irjclines for the refueling of seaplanes.

In p.&oition to thrpe f i e lds , tliere were coa-aercial airiiorts at

Oiaeri'ooa, Scr^-ren^, Jogijaliarta, ix.d. Soerc'itaja, while numerous emer-

rency 'r.ndinc f ie lds , r-orae of whicii v/ere to oe used I c t e r as secret

•bases for pursuit r>lanes, dotted -uke Java coimtryside.

CONFIDENTIAL ' ' [ ^ ^ S
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c fields uerc thus adecuate for "ocsiag a sizeable air

force. Tiie Dutch, however, hrd not r-ehloved eq-orJ. success in build-

ing; up a ^triply of nodem. aircraft* On 1 Jtisuyry 1943 the;" possessed

approximately 15D planer, a l l of ancient , lake. Eie pursuits were of

either Ourtiss or 3revrster r.odelg r_rned vith 3 x .oO-cali a or and

S x . 53-ccJ.i'oer mciaiae gians, end tiae bonders were Drirtci-nally

llartin 3-10's. Che D'j.toli lar,d counted on replacin;; these obsDlete

aircrcft by acquLrinf; a shrre of Allied -production, "but tlie only

success achieved in this had "seen on rss^er. For example, Ilaj. G-en.

L. E. Van Ojrea,, eonnp-ndinf; the Hetiierlnaaa Shst Indies idr Force,

had nade frequent a t t e s t s to -oxircliase modern aircraft from th.e

United States, requesting &t one tiirie 16 four-engine bo^oers and at

.-mother, 100 pursuit plrjier. According to Vcn Oyen, his requests

were countered tjith. tiio stntenoat tkcvt Jespc-jx, the onl;' possible

eneny, did not have Dodem aircraft, and thr.t the >.st Indies would

therefore have to "be sctisfied n\n.fh. a type thc.t i s definitely not

tLe "best." Yen Oyen, vritint; in IToveiaber 1941, admitted, txat tjLe

United States hf,d offered bin 100 P-40E's,lmt added that their

deliver;,' dates, October, -.rovenoor, aud Beceiuer 1943, would ue too

lnte. "Kow sr,d cud utterly dangerous the situation is in our

country," ho concluded, "ic best indicated by the nunber of pursuit

^ \.Te h?ve i.% the present tine." Checs i;ere

34 Curtiaa Interceptors Model 31-3
19 Curtiss P-orsuit Plcnes ITodel P-36
70 Brevster S*i;iiterg llodel 339D
30 Brewster n i t e r s ,'o&e\ 3393
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ilcrxl's the Dofech a i r force could offer l i t t l e opposition to a

invasion, r.ud i t soon oecvne ajr^'-rent that the AustrcJiaas

end. Brit ish rere in no posit ion to offer auch apsictcixce. In fact ,

-;he j r i t i s l i 3fr.r Zb-^tern force? \;cr« so hrrCpresfea in December that

•she;,- had civiled on the Batch for hel^, :n& the ftatch had scat thei r

Glenn Ilhrtinc to liases in Sxcnatrr, v/liert* the; could, a s s i s t in the

defeare of l^.\lcz~c,. Until tke fr.ll of Singapore l i t t l e aid ucs r e -

ceived froa the Br i t i sh , cad. the JFJUF, oxcvot for a souadroa or two

of E-adsons, never coiJld spare aore than a fe-.; Vildeoeests aacL other

obsolete ".iroraft."''

She "burden for the r»ir defoa.se of J?YC,, therefore, was to res t

•coon the Far 3ast jsdr ?orce. General ^rerrton, duriEG his f l i r h t

from the Philitnin.ee to Bcirvixi vir, Soorr,ur..ja, had decided that the

oer Car o ld i.'ould riove «o Jrvr, rether th-m, rcnain in Auetr^lia.

nwr/oer of n.ircr.M"t ?blo to r.cvL;e such c. ,.ove, however, US?,E

i:l;- s re l3 . Cn 1 Jaau-irr, - of the Iv 3-17'F v.iiish had uee.i

cvticacted frorj the PLili'o us.sr, verc in need of depot ovorh&'al, CJDL

thus onl; 10 her-vy bonoers i;ere cvr.ilcble for dutj". Jloreoror,

•the jroraia cre\;s oi the 7th 3onocrtoeat ffro^ were ra^idl;*' erecting

t i e racocl-teci-doiii A-^ l ' s , the i r -niiots cud ;-u_Jiers were s t i l l ftirain^

r t a If.clz of 12:.chine-—an T:r.rtc which ';o-ald !:eep the dive "bonoerc

out of oojaJr,t for an indefinite period. .*t the r;^ie t i-ie, the only

p in the theater vrere r t i l l icrcunded ov/in»r; to

r. lr-cl: of T)restone.
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"everthelesc, the *."-,r Bep,',rtnent vrvs co-^pletin;; eja. esi

dcsi Tied to create so^etJiirr- ,jore than z tofcen force in the

ian area. Sr-rly la JVauy.r;;', i t decided that the air organisa-

tions should consist of 3 heavy "bomV rdrient iTGtur.s, 2 aediu.* "bonbrrd-

ncnt ^roirjs, 1 lifiit "boabcr&nejit group, r-nd 4 pursuit fi'o'u^s. It ws

3iope3, moreover, thr.t aircraft i;ould TJG sonir.^ off the production

line in sufficient nwrfjers to nerriit a 1GD -oor cent reserve at a l l

tines, ffiais i/otilcl reqmre a wore careful arr^rcisal of c^ttritioa

\1ZPX. vss possible in Jrjiu^ry, nlthou^ Brcreton's: f irst esti.i"-ie of

a 4-0 per cent uontlily at tr i t ion in heavy "ooiijers, 50 per cent in lifji

'oon"bers and p-urtmits, ^0 per cent in lijit-oorjfoer end purKXdt evens,

mid SO per ceat in he-»vy 'Jid nediur-! crtj-v.'s vets accepted for the tine

"oeing '$"/ the liar Be^art^ont."

If this propel of reinforceiDent were carried out according to

plan, laouever, i t vould not "oo coinleted uatil llarch or April. 0t>~

viouslr aircraft, regardless of unit designation, v.'orc needed to

meet an im:icdi;-te Je.xjies' threat, Dhore i;c.c soae hope that a

sufficient nxoiber of Planes1 id-i t arrive in tiae. 3;- the first

uee; In JVjiur.----,"", the SS Polk rjad the SS Ilorn^c!,: $£& \isvb under •'i&y

loaded irlth, US P-40 'E CM& 5 G-£^'s, rm.0. the 53 Ilari^osr'. and SS

ffoolidj--e i-iik. 50 additioail p-urruiLc rere &LiiOst rer.djr to depcrt

t-ic United States. rXhe urrent need for laeavj- ooaioers was to oe

filled "oy the disprtch of 160 3-17'^ ant" 12-dD's as m i d l ^ as they

cr-ie off the prodijction line. She pica, called for the ferryiiiK of

Ihe firet 30 of these aircraft to oe;in on or about 24 Secoa'oer tath

3 3-1? 's leaving on ooth the firct end the second da;.'s, 3 EB-30'r

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

105

rad Z 5-17'g on each of the next five dcyc, md the rrarvirdn; 44

cler-rin.-; the United States at the rate of S 3-17's a day. Actually

uy 0 Jcmvr.-, "0 B-17's r-nd 8 U-SO's rere en routo CJD.6. 45 B-17's

•no. 9 L3-2O'P
 T<jere ausitinfi the t&lre-off.

Scarcely less irioorfcaat thrm aircraft vac tho maintenance of

ft flov; of fdnunition, Xuel, paad necessary ;jv-rts froa the United

States to the U3J\SIA rhich in turn would s-upply the Shr East ilir

Force. SJilc required a coordination of effort "oetween agencies i»

the i^eater cad authorities in the United States which at first did

not erd-st. 'Jithin a •:eet: of General Brett 's arrival in Auetrnlia,

he had submitted an estinrvte of his wee£Ly requirenents at 30,000

^.tillons oil , 530,0)'J rnllone ICD-octrmc ^nsoline, 600 x 1 ,OOD--iotind

'oonbs and 15,000 ~ 30C-->otuid "bonos. Ho added thp.t the follo"ins;

Euitr,"ole en iunition for aircraft operations chould "or on hrrd:

5,000,COD rouadr, .SO-crJ.i"ber r.nd 5,000,000 rounds .50-caliber. ffiiis

r.esEE^e, apprrentlr T'Titten before 3rett hp.d lira s, chnxce to arrive

".t r<, repsoncfole egti^rte of hie ir^iediate needs, brought the reply

thrt l i f t e d ship^jir.^ t/ould prevent the "Duildins: xsr\ of simlies

for "lon.>tiae operations," and thr.t he should l i ra t his requests

for supplies cjn.6 ^erronael "to those absolutely necessary for

effective air ,--jid faiti-?,ir operations of the immediate future,"

Xli.e r;rojlen of DXEOPI;, continued for may aontlas to be a uost

bothersome one. A -lessee vould JO received in the theater l ir t ing

the contests of c. eom.-ojr. Itcaised inventorieis of the shiprjent

vjould be cive-, "out, frerisently, the itens would be no nore definite

then "1,030 tons of rirolane scares" or !IL,432 tons Wii sttpnlies. "
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51'IT! tiEJiifeets, moreover, were usually of l i t t l e help ir. deter-

ninir.£, the exact type of equipment in a ship's cargo, since the

nanifests toD v;ere often inco-inlcte cad usually c-enorrJL in nature.

To raalce natters even more coiinlieated, the Vox Department continued

to OTOOJSP the sending of a -anil's eourrrient r,nd stn^ly on the sane

shi" as i t s tjersoniiel. Eiis policy, followed for almost six aonths,

resulted in countless hours lost in trying to find special Tjp.rts

or fttpplies. Souipir.ent ni.'tht arrive in one ^ort and "oersonnel in

another. Vehicles, tools, and side arr~s, as in the case of the 35th

Pursuit ^rou'o, rdght arrive as much as 3 Months after tLo personnel.

Parts, vhen they did arrive, night he defective, or swplies .nifjfctt

have- "aeon or?j^-ed en route. In the CCPG of the P-4O's on the l^ripcss
14

end Coolicl.''-e, for e:varr>le,/.fuseleres were u,-x.£^e<l owing to imroper
12

loading in the United States.

I t vas hoped that gone of the in&decuaeies of supply could oe

overcorje by utilising coonercir.1 ' i r lines to speed socxe parts and

asiismition to the foivard areas, iy 31 Seca^uer a contract irith

Pen-American Air*rays had authorised extendinij i t s services from

Khartoua to Dcrvia. To furnieh adecuate service, however, i t vas

essential for Pon-iraericaa to slfpa. avfocontrnots vri.th foreign air

lines, Darticulcrl;; vith 2Iniln, c imtch corncxr/, and Cj^ntas of

Australia. ?or over a rr.ont'i, Ep.rold Gp-tt;*, Ppn-inericeji representa-

tive, attenpted to obtain e.uthorination froa eone qualified American

official to derl \?ith Quantac and JInito. 3"J.t not until the first

i;ee": in rooru^ry did Genercl Brett finally grant the fjathority, and

al l details he a. not "ueen settled oy the end of the month. Ueanuhile,
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the Air Corps Perr:>±n£ Gorar-EiuL h",c! trCcen steps to establish r.t l eas t

to^ea service. I t stationed a detaehueat consi^tinf; of a wen.tb.er

officer, a control officer, raid b enlisted nen at each, control

point frosa "icui to 3m;-.Tlore. Saree 3-2*1 fs v/ere rJ.no sent to the

area to trrmsport personnel and. Supplier, wlien the need was

will^ urgent. Indeed, the p i l o t s of these planes (SW-c,

llutcbinson, pud Davis) were to prove themselves indefe.ti^e.'ble in

transport missions, nevertheless the siryolies arriving "D. a i r

routes uere never nore than a t r ickle during; tho Javp carj-oaign.

the atter^ot to ferr;/ heavy "bombers could hardlj" have ocen con.-

sidered a cosiolate success since "by 23 Jnnuary there hrd "been an
1 r»

losr of T5 per cent over the Atlrjitic route.

As Jcaivrj- o-oeaed, these and other rsro"blens of or^azii-iction and

f.Trrplv rcnrdnetl to oe solved. In Australia the Tex 3art Air Torce

had ao nuremt ^iGnesor li«.-ht "bonberp in coxziission; i t couLd not

depend tznon c. constnr.t cir>~>l:- or fuel; end i t s ;jouad crei-s hr.(L £e\:

spr.re -or-rts find l i t t l e r.f;intenaxiee ertdpaenti, Tevcrthcless durin;-

t'w lc,F>t 2 dr.fs of Beceiucr, 10 B-17'c of the 19th Grow? set out for

I'd^nc, Jcva, to ixJticirsr.te in the carnrdjjn for tho defense of the
l<i

xds Zcr,t Indies. For the f i r s t t ine in th is vex, an

a i r unit was to 'oe en.-v.~e& in the p.ctive defense of foreign

soi l pad \fo-aLd operate, theoreticall ; r &t leant, under the g-jmrerae

GOKipjid of en officer of smother nr-tiontJ.ity.

Ihc need for a supreme eonaanaer o\'-er tiia area VJCS clear.

ITetherlrxdo Z3affe Indies^heldj^^trate-j iqjjosit ion in the litlc?'
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associated powers Ixac. ^
15

Barrier vhidb, Britain, Australia, find, the United States had a-rend

rmst be defended. To ctte^nt cvn -OJicoordinctad defense of serpents

of tk t line wold oWiousl" rosvilt in frittering a\;ey cvailaole

forces in hopeless efforts. the -*i3LA covers—.Aaericaa,, 3ritish,

Hitch, Australian—r.ccordin,';:!;- fcaac. themselves faced. uith the

necessity of exnorincatinf ritli c unified co^i?nd conrirtinf of £,ir,

Ijyad, rjad c-c forces.

?rei-ar nttsutts to brin^ scout :iilitrj?r coordination anon :̂ theee

p Enlished l i t t l e uore tCirii to prepare the

On. 03 Dece^lier, liowever, ".lineion Ob.-urcL.ill rrriyefi in the

United States to confer '.;itli President Roonovelt. ,'itliin three weeZcs

tLere had "oeen established not onlj an orer-all strategic conn sand

for tLe coiiviuct of w r̂ ia tho persons of ilie Combined Olilefs of Staff

Vat rlso A uaified co«.-̂ aac for tlie ."etherlr^ids ^b.?t Indies laiovm as

tLe ii3]ii Oo,i(rJift. Furtlier/.ore1 'uy 1 Jr'H-oiiî ' Gen. Sir Arcliionid

'.."avell, already in India, lire, bee.! oirected to assume a suirene

coQKnnd subject only to the over-all direction of the Combined 03aieiE

of Staff. .'avell, \5xoso the?,ter of cnerr-tions '-cs to include the

PMlip^iner, tae iretli'Tlcjadr ifcst Indies, Ilrlnyr,, 2urLn, and i;li?t

•oortion of AuEtrr-li;-. :i"intrJ.nlnG troops mecifj.cr.lly allotted to the

M&ii. area, va" HLvea brond adroinistr^tivc nowerg. Ee \/as "to

coordinate . . . a l l orgfmi^ed land, sea, and air forces . . . ; to

dispose reinforcencnts; to rccuire fro:r. cuoordiar.te coanenders such

reports as w.y be neceBS.*,rj'; to control the ir-,ue of a l l con-rani ones

. . . * and to organise taslr forces for specific .-ai

SEC0RJ
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the execution of rm;.r oi'cer would ^eajir.rdise the na

17

18

10 s*

In f;ea.ercl tae order? fiven "by Uavell to u&abers of his staff

i:cre to Iroe United to those reouired for strategic coordination11

in the defence of the I'JZZIX/ Barrier cmd tLe su<-nort of the Hiilirmines.

lie Lr-tL no authority over the "internal administration" of en;' national

force, nor "l;iit he interfere tdth eonmunication between a national

CJHV thr\t CG2i".nn&erlr ;-o Vermont. IHarthernore, such a

wr? authori-od to cneieil to h is £-ovcrzunent i f he felt that

, interest

of his ô ra, countr". Aircrsft coining, to Australia over the

routes, for ©xe-rile, v:er© suoject to IJUR authority of an A

oonruondcr only, wad were to "b© organised into Aneriopn conuat

oefore bcin^ c.ssic7ied to the iL3BA Gonj,iand UiJiJiiOO.-.) for operations."

In 67)ite of the fact that the orUiLacl directive in i t s defini-

tion of the jilJOti ares included the Philippines, some confusion re -

-jcinefi. as to the exact relation of .."well' r. couaend to that of

llacArthuy. ffhis wr.s apparent when General .'avell, in

ILuit he proposed to assxtae cô rTCJid on riiddp.y, G-.iiT, of 15 Je:

stated tL"t he did j,iot ^.ish to ccora.re on;- reckons! o i l i ty for the

?hili'ppine Itl^jids r t that tirae. President Roosevelt in^ediately

rcdioed x. concurrence Hth 'fcvoll's decision, "out added th?',t th is

wrs contingent uoon the approval of the Prine Ilinister. Actually

i t uas C-enerr.l I!hrshp,ll who convinced the President that the

Philirnines \;ere not to be excluded fro-i the iS3BA area. »fexshell

"duitted th&t "coaprehensive o^err.tioti^11 for the iajaedir,te relief

of UrcArthur'f forces vero not feasiole at thr t tirsie, but contended
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that even the terroornr^ ezv-clMsion of the Philip-dues vould destroy

19
"the "or.sis of the A32A a**rcer.ent,"

Leanwixlle, several nrooler.s had arisen in the choice of General

'."even's staff. She selection of 3rett , r&nlcinj American general

in the theater, for ltep-afcy Stnrens Goti<.jnncler uac a logical one, as

was thr t of Acv.irr,l H~rt for the I's.vcJ. Oo-^naa, "but ".'avell * E personal

choice of Iixj. Gen. Sir Henry E. Pownall as? Cliief of Staff r-t f irst

caused, so^e concern. Apparently jfovmall outranked 3rett , rjid this ,

i t ••:ns felt , .'.icht adversely affect the prestige of the United

States. To avoid the fricoioa 'iiicli ssiAht arise if ">fe.vell's aiioice

were oueftioaed, jiowever, i t i;ag dseided to promote Brett to the rani:

of lieufeeriaat t eneral* the "ororaotion. tLctiiy from 7 January 1943.

Shis israroved 3ret t ' s position, "out did not settle the cuestion of

r'.xl: to everyone's T.tisfcotion. For scuverrl nonths Americans

theaael^/e? desliaf vith Allied ofiicerF of s"cnerior

at one tirao i t i:r,r even feared th^.t Australime nifht ue Given the

°0
of American unite.

3ven nore difficult th?m this oueption was the pro'oler. of

defining *̂ © duties of the principal itoerieane in A3£AC(Xr. g

th'.t coir.-snd's existence, orders were so va^ne, the area so vast,

co. .plications so aan;.- that responsible American officers rarely

That their responsibilities \;cre. General Olr<;ctt, who held

an over-nil aonLpja.& in the Tov.-rLsville exes., was considered "oy 3rett

as imfusliiied for a higher "position, 'out vas not ordered "oacCc to

the United States •until ?cbrwtr;r. General J',rnes was subordinate

SECUR
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to "botii Clr^ett and 3rett , "out \hen the lat ter left Australia for

Java to r.scvae his duties in AdDAGCU, ^nrnes L*i& received no official

statement as to the extent of his authority. 3rett, vito had left

Australia "oy d Je&uary to discuss his nev duties \dth 'Jewell t vas

nlso ecfoarrcceecl becwwe he Lad received no official orders from

the "ar Bepcrtaent. nevertheless, Le Iiad been infor.tecL that he

i'Tould not be p.'ole to perforr,1. the duties 'ooth of coin-i.in(3.in£ general

of USÂ IA snd o±" dê mtjr to '.'avell and he£ 'oeen requested to reoosnend

a successor for tito .Iricricrji comrrjad. 3rereton'p -oosition wns

erufilly vajnie, for on 12 January he ws anointed "07 the '.JOT IDerjprt-

"ent to the camnand of a l l iU-.oricrJi ArL,y forces in Australia, Brett'0

forcer comriaixd, sjid at the s«ao time he vsis appointed Deputy Chief

of Air Str,ff for AKC400II, cp^arontlr a? .,'avell.3^

I t w?s oovious thr.t 3xerctoa's duties required careful defini-

tion, but i t vras not until the end of Januar;11 that some of the

confusion be^eai to clear avay. For severrl days, therefore,

Srereton atto;.rptcd to carrjr out two joos at the aaae tine, one in

Australia raid the other in Java. QJJLLS division of responsibilities

brou:iit i^ieaiafce oojections froa General ..r.vell. Officially

Srereton \"n,s eubordinr*te to British Air Itirsihal Peirse, who had not

;*et arrived in the thc;iter, out *,?avell pointed out that as Deputy

Chief of Air Staff, Brereton actual 1;~ would oe re?5TJonsiule for "the

orf&nisatiort, prepr.rr tion, cad operation11 of r l l A îericpji Arr.j" forces

in the ASDA ares,. Since the added respoasiMlit;' of the Australien

inposed too rmch on a single individual, General l^
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had su.£t ested thct 3rett~%oluiiteer!l to assume sone of 3rereton's

duties, pending Peirse'c arrival. LV.yell stated, however, th-.t

^rett lir.d responsibilities of Ms own since he was to h&ve a "large

rr.er.cure of cner:'tions.l direction" over iJrerofcon's forces EHU. UPS

to ree thet st-fliec reached the ABBA tjcea "both fro<>i Australia and

fro.'i India. In Aur.trr.lirt, according to "Jcvell, 2rett sho-old have a

"hi/ii ratldLn- els* officer" other thrja irereton in dis,r;;e of r>art oi1

•.avail's reco^-.endctions, concurred in oy ooth 3rett and

iJrereton, i'ore carried out al;..o^t to the letter. A \Iax Ee-

radio of 1? Jiunuary o,edonated Brereton as GoiiUJZuCinc General of the

A-ierioon tacticnl iorces ia fce Â -JSA area tjiu Bfimcs r-e co;a:inrider of

oase facili t ies in Australia, althou;_iii b£.mes did not fonially assume

thi-t coiJii;?,nd until C9 Jruxuary. Srett1- duties were more co :olic&te£

rr. he lird tuo ofi'icinl recoonFijilities, I'eT)Uty OomiEuoder nnd Intcndr.nt

Oencral. 2ut on CD Jfjiu-try he i;c.s a"ule to scy fact as demit:, to

Javell, he irp.s to strocrvi.se a l l &ir activities in tho rxea, T.,iiile

FS Intendmt G-en̂ ra.1 he v;r̂  resnon?ilble for coordinating r,ll adnini-

etrr-tivo, cirral;-, fii.d mintenwice activities for "ootli fjroutLcl raid air

xorces.

Althou li there had thus "oesn none clarificr.tion of the duties

of the AnericRn co-E,!ejider£, ncitli r 3rett nor -jreretoa was at a l l

satisfied \.lth his st:vtus in the theater. Brereton was particularly

Ci sttir'oed. He "believed in tLe first rslc.ee that jCrAOOH vas interested

in i t r left flsxCz, liilrtya rxd Bur^a, av the ei^en^e of Australia,

-RES
SECU
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but he also co nlalned That Le \v,s not ^cttinL; the necessary results

Tro:i the American corx înd in Australia. I t is rr.ther difficult to

deter-tinc upon rhou JSrexeton put the blanc for this alleged luac of

cooperation. At one point, he qrn&rently felt that the problem

could be solved by a co:.roleto eepi-rr tion of A&DiOOii iron Australia,

'.,1th A^ericr. trJ:in<; :'chcvr;;e of the internal situation" of that

country through i t s ministers. Shortly thereafter, however, he

approved a cable which reco/̂ iiended that tkr» nir forces in the A3DA

area be under one comnnnd, thf-t Australia e,s a supply reservoir for

this force should be under another co-amnd, rad that the Deputy

Oor̂ êader should "direct and control" operations in Australia in

order to insure proper coordination.""

She Var De^rsrtrent vras disturbed over the confusion which s t i l l

existed in the AliDA ^rec,, ciiiefl;" 1becr»'upe i t see*ted to threaten the

principle of unity of connand. Tee feeling of the -Planners in

'(V-shiarton obviously vas that 3rcreton \,rished the re-ectfiblichnent

of the ori^itcl oonr̂ -jid which hr,d been changed at Viir.vell's request

\i.tli both Brereton and 2rett concurxir.^. At this critical point,

General livrsLcJ,! ves not ^ri.llin_- thrt the sttccesr of AaXkiOOII be

thrcrtcned "by r, It-c'.r of coordination oaons Asericrn ofiicerr, r̂ id he

forcibly e^rcsced his fcolinjs to -i&rnos c-aO Ibrereton durinj the

last res!: in Jrjxwjry. In ilrvrrh."!? • ̂  opinion, "the fixed policy of

ihe "-/ar Depart. ;cat'( vr,e "to see': cefe.it of the er.ei.ij?- in that region

rh "cnlficptioE of effort under the co-'xâ xo of e, r.in-~le

^ - - •
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ijuliTi&uxl, nr~ielr General t "ivy-ell," end Brercto&'s riisslon T-^s to

c:irrr cat -cvel1.'s orders \-ith e l l availsole forces ."

At t M s TDoint a decision to chcn/ie the nc.v i coiirmnder of -J-JI'AOCII

^resenteft f-urthor co .n l ic t iox is . Auriral Lnrt h .̂d Indicated f ia t

Jie considered liinsolf too old for a cor.art COITITJUL, L^S± President

?.0Drevslt ajrced to Me replr.ee.icn.t o;- tlie Bmtclx Au' i ra l Kelfricli

i f '.."r-vell ffiitralc1 i.nr-.rovc sucli a chejife. In tiip.t event, Roosevelt,

t'Olievin:; ihr,t i t w s "essentici that tlie United States h^vs cne of

the i.iportant co.o.>r%nds in tLe iDIJA e,rea,fl su.j--;ested to Priiae Canister

GhurcMXl that Brett should replace M r *.lr.rslinll Peirse in the &ir

I t would seem tlict tliis roold Lare Taees. ". .vot,t satisfactory

for Bret t . Ee had coqolr.ined about tlxe diff icuLtj of con-

vincing Australians said the Bri t ish of the importance of Ms posi t ion,

jfoout tlie Ice": of a clear definition of M E ta£:@, about an insuff i -

cient xnofoer of trained Aueriecm personnel for h i s staff, as v;ell

as c*o3U.t a nuriber of other tiiin^.e, but i t *vr*s now Brett i;ho opposed

r> earm^e. Ca 3 Fearur-r;r jie inforued llcrc-iall tlir.t as Eerat,

Jo^MisCer Le e-crcised iJ? vc r̂;" trit^i'olc control1 ' over r.ll A:.ieric£in

Torces in the iCEA arccv, that he vas: r cqu i r i ^ ; ;;ore control over tliose

in, Australia, ruat" that as Iatondr.n1; Generr.1 aic duties rere Fi:dlar

to r. G-< in tho <sr Eexjnrtnent. rurtiL«r.:ore, he o;riosefi the replace-

..eut of Peir-sc T>:ho T .̂E ''cr.p. ale, energetic" raid cooperctivo. Accord-

ing* to Drctt , "drastic ciir^r.fc,!S f id i r,r ro~)l'.ceiio3at of Peirsc "o" ex.

rxu Krrt or r Iiitchr^rja, iH:oi3ld oo imsettiE.;:. "*J<"'

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

l l v

Brett's abjections rrnprentlj.' had so::e influence uoon fclia

final decision ns to a ctura, e of cour-rjacl. On 14 Pebroj-rj-, 7ice

A&jiral Eelfricli Cid replcce Eart, a change which 3rett hed opposed.

Lut 3refct continued in Mr, previous dixtier, -.ncl i-elrse re'uiined in

tlio s ir COEEend vdtli iiroroton "in the driver1? seat" in charge of

cmorf-uions. 3* tais ti:se, hcever, i t i;rs clear fchr.t ;aore tiian a

reor^aainaiicn vus needed to hcilt a Japrxese advance L'liicb. kid v;on

victor ,̂* rfter victory since tke first attr.c'is Lad "orou^it tli.sister

to Pearl H:.rbor CJIL to Glijfx Field. Sin ""ore, tlie -srinciprl defence

of tiie Ii-lrv .-^^rrier, iu.d f:lle»i, rjacl Jr-poiese forces could no*; "oe

concent re ted tnon tiie '"ct^crlr^ias S--«it Indies. Lifiererxes over

-fierpoutilities? aac con-̂ Tia ftmctionc r.t o^di n tiro i;ere inci^iifica

'.ahen the x-rr.eclirue need 'ne to ^top tiie enen;.'.

•SHII.IRI
* ^ r c
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Chapter VI

She eFte.olislmeat of AX&OCI vns r>, necessary step in the e

to hr l t the <J'-TJ nese atrnr.ee. For such a cat. cue. to function, however,

c hCiXdotitirterE hr.d to ~JB eet uo, conrtuni cations established, and

couatless other prac t ice! detr.il? Bottled., rJLl of which tool: t ine .

She rieod for esteulisiiini a tiore extensive eysten of co-i-imications

thru hn& h i ther to c- is ted, for esarnle, dfrcerousl;* interfered vith.

enrrj-i-nr out the cornand fttnetion of ii~-iJjiDO*.. I t had "been t h o u ^ t

thr-t Uutch ectd^nent and con ̂ irticptions chrJUiels co"Jl& DS used ui th

"JritlsL codes and cinherc. 3ut these f a c i l i t i e s proved ineaprxble

Ox exprjieioa, c-nd vhea -A—il̂ACSGH headquarters iioved fron Jatavia. to

Lenboa.'; on 10 Jnm&x'/, i t had to Le^e&d- princips-lly oa a U. S. ITavy

radio unit located iiaerc. Iadced, th i s served c.s the only 002a.nua.i-

catians rystew lo r jsj'iericcn forces in Jav; at the "dr'^innin^ of the
1

Since over-all direction, was lackls^ for almost the entire f i r s t

of ohe L'JII cnqpai/51, the i c r ^ ^ t . i i r ;'orce was aole to jaafee

of i t s otm decisioni3 regarding operations. Althoufh General

Lrereton vi\s o f r ic ic l ly in coEix'̂ iid of tLe ctir sir force, he had

lef t its1 ,'uLninistratioa in the hjyads of M E chief of staff, Col.

i s 3rs?&r, vrhile devoting Ms own efforts lr.rf elj" to ne^o
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anonr Australian, Br i t i sh , and >>j.tch of f ic ia l s , Brady, a

oy tJ?;-'t. :ouis J3. HCTOJS, Op,T>t. .slllion Hipps, and : .a j .

C'JDormell, continued in th is cap; c i ty unt i l ?3 J-jnaary 194? vhen

he off ic ia l ly asstEied the co-XiSatL, Prior to 14 January, when

jjteafiqxiarters was moved i"ron Iisruin. to Jrva, th is organisation had

"been able to exert only a re-iote control over American a i r operations

in the ^Jetherlt-zidE 3ast Indies, accordingly roon the shoulders of

Col. Ihijene Ja"oan>:, V Bom"bar coxaiaajader, rested tlie principal respon-

ci'uilifcy for the f i r s t opere-tions of tLe 10 K-17's of the lath. Group

in Java.^

By 1 January 1343 when Colonel Jubaalc'p co^-iand had reached

Ikilc-Xii:, a ,',ood a i r base iiad "been estcblishe^ and tentat ive nlans

Lac. teen corvoleted for a nev series of operations a/;pinst eneny out-

posts . Ihe ;dr aase i t s e l f , knoun as Singosnrl and n.pr)roximately

5 sniles nortlivrer.t of I'^IPJIC:, consisted of sax all-?od field sone

£,0w0 feet i n l e n ^ h citrroxmded "by r ice ^addies pjid jua^le. In spi te

of i t g laclc of ryzved runv^yg, i t proved to "be a sr t i"factory bc-ne

iritii a reasoi-ral; c^reeable cl irr . te s>id confortaole ouarters . The

oovio"js tarret*; for her.v~s-"Qon~QG'r cpcrp«tioa? at th i s tiiae were at

Icvco and on the isl'jac. of Jolo , pittiatod cfoout hrlfv;ay "oetireen

northern Borneo and I infcjiro. U. S. I'avy patrol planes, the tSX'g

of Ppt'.dn- 10 1"Mch haft oscatsed fro.-n the H i i l r r i i ne s , T/srp keeping

r G2,refi]l chec: on Japanese ac t iv i t i e s and reported large concentra-

tions of Japanese shiTj-oia^ at both these points . Indeed, six of

tiaese ~cx jtily v-ilneraole -ilanes atterrpted to attack slapping a t Jolo
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on £7 Dece;:fDer, "but enemy -rars"alts intercepted the\; aa.& shot four

Heavy uonbers based at Ilelrnf wuld here to use i

br»ses fair operations aL?iiist Eavao, 1,500 wiles distant. Porfcimately

,-;ood stzn-cXnc; point e vithia, easy bombing rea^5 °^ PMli^-nine targets

were avellrule at Keadnri in Oele'bes and Stju-rinda oa Jorneo. 'i&ese

oases had "been surveyed "o;* Capt. Miln 3. BroadiixirEt acting ce the

19th Q-roup's engineer officer ana had 'oeen declared s*oi table for

Lenvy-'bor'ber operations. rfae f irst missioa v;a<3 planned for

2 J-nuarj*, cad S;ir,rindr, Xfas alerted to service r flifjit of

Gircraft. Siffet 3-17'r took off froi.i r&lv&g, but after

j storms and noor visibil i ty for nore thrja 4 hours, they were

forced to returii to "base, On the folloi?inf; day, hoirever, the weatiier

vas fr ir with, unlimited visi ' j ility, and jiine S-17!s reached Saiafsrinda

sliortly cSiGv r_ooa. Maintenance .-en had ciccoripaiiied crevs and,

cssisted by Dutch f̂ roijad iiersoauel, spent the renainder of the 6/xy

in seXYicinr the planes, lojdin^ each vjith 2,100 ^allons of 100-

octrjie ^sol ine an.d 4 z COO-pomicL ooraljs. At 0515, 4 January, the

tdrcro.fi; oef,an to ta::e off, ana 2 - uinutes later the entire flight,

except one plane which "broke &a oil l ine," had cleared the field,

For over 500 nilcs of the 730-nile t r ip , the bombers fleu at 10,000

feet, but an they arnror.ched Davao 6-ulf, now harboring at leant 12

transports aad over ?A warships, they climbed to 25,000 feet.

Choosing the warsiiips as targets, the forztptlon Ted by V#$. Cecil
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Coubs divided into f l ights and bobbed at l-ninute in tervals . Anti-

a i rcraf t f i r e never caught u~> uith the "bombers,and although •'Rirsuit

a i rcraf t too'c off froii Eavco c i r f l e ld , they could not reach the

a l t i tude reomred in t ine to intercept . £he bombing was fa i r ly

"ccurete: one destroyer w s siantc; a nunber of h i t s vere scored on

a b«ittleshi~>; anc bonbg f e l l near enough, subnarines and other small

vessels to cause sor.ie dn-T^ C. 'x'ue jiiaericnn bobbers esctmed miserthed

landed c t Sa^tarindp. a t 1430, e&cli TJICHQ iricving less thsn 350

of fuel in i t s

Coins' sQTuadron returned to llalrsng on 5 Jnjiuary. The mission
an

had *en s-accessful, but Sanarindr. had not proved/ ent i re ly sat-is-

xrctorj r oase for heavy-jonber operations. Apparently more thrja a

Meet of dry v/e .̂tJaer wes reouired to prepare the unpaired runways for

fce£.vily loaded cdrcraft, rjad althoii^h ne:? runways had been corapleted,

the sod would not be f i r " enough, for the use of 3-17'e for eereral

months, furthermore, fueling the nine plane? for the t r i p occl:

to Ijil-ya-; had exhausted Sar^rindr/s ^tcprily of 100-octaae frasoline.

2}' ? Jna-jsry, hovever, Oolonel Jabaii; hr.d lerrned thr,t 100-oct^jie

iuel wn.s stored r.t Kendrxi, CJC. a l ternate staging base, and on the

follovdn'j dny nine ijlojies, ar-ain led by 'Injor Gonbs, l e f t 2Talfui3

for th-,t point . She f ie ld there proved to have be t te r f r c i l i t i e s

then SccuTincui. I t had a dir^erepl area vrliich vould acco.modate

35 heavy bobbers and ner-r-by f ields which could be used by *;rarsuits;

construction of extensive livia{, cuarters ;;cs va i l -under way, sad

^•ufficient lO";-octcne ^r.soline WSLP available for r.t les.pt one nine-
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.it 0100, 9 January, liajor 0o:.fos led his formation off the

Hend-iri field. She weather 1Jr,s not favorable for a iiissionj the

potift-tcricl front VCF unus-ually turbulent, end flying at hifh a l t i -

tudes brought an sdded df-n^er Iron carburetor icing,. Only the

fli{jht oo.jnosed of Combs &nc Ms two wingpien, .Iclutyre and Reiser,

co.nleteti uhe operation in formation. Visibility was poor es the

thrse planes ro-xed over llaLilai' 3e.y in the Gtilf of Zh,vno, but boafbs

icere crowed on varships spotted in. the uay. After the bo.T.b run,

sno'ce vciF *een î oxiring fron a uF.ttlesiil^ ?zs.& i t vas observed thrt one

cor.j vzhich ĥ .d missed the ships had crashed into shore installations

caugir-i; further c.,ir".t»re. 13ie other sir planes had less success. l!vo

circraft develoTied ea;̂ ine trouble, anc tuo no re failed to find their

forrr-tion, r.ll foijr i-etuxnin--; to lenderi i-lthont I^rin^ reeched the

trjp,_"et rref.. Che renpirdny iuo ~>lrnec;, -niloted by Gr^tnin P^sel

P/-.C Li en terras 0o3Uu»llj". crrripd out several bo~:bin£ riins over r.

cxa'jcr of trensiorts, b*it fc/ilsC to score r-iiy jilts.

The air jiissions of 4 and 9 January, rlthoufh ^rr t ia l l j ' success-

ful, die l i t t l e to interfere \ i th Jr-irjioso -OIKIS. High-raiJd.nt,

JrxsS.SE© officials were estr-olishing a hop.dr«ar1iers in Davao, and

the forces r lrer,dy in th, t urea wore aeinc reinforced by portions of

a Jcroanese expeditionary f3eet. It was not clear at first uhere the

rext ene ĵ" blow '̂ould ctrilte, out oy 2 Jsamcsry 2ara.caji in northeast

Borneo and llensdo in, northern. Celebes were imder attaclc, ABPAJOti's

nfc.Vf.1 forces coiiLd offer l i t - l e resistance to these assaults, for
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Acxiirrl Z r t , r /mnct Ids aether ju&^ncnt, hao acceded to a British

te.^it? tir-t urvrl escort oe furnished convoys herded for Singapore.

As r, conserucnce lie lira too fev s3;ipB availnole for a striking

Vlorce,

I t VPS ho^ed tlii-.t the a i r force coiild rive some sirnort to the

R ri l l 3)utch t-,?,Trison$ uhicb. were lieroel;^ resi»fcinr tlie J^ppJiese

. Althourli onl;.r seven 3-17's vexr ^vailrlsle, a .aiscion ucs

for 11 JV.rra?r". Veptjier cono.itioii^ 1'ere unusxall;/ i3r,d on

thr,t aa;", ant tlie l̂oxieK ;is: tlie;' rolled off tlie Sin**oscri pimv^r

vTcre subjected to a severe bptterinj fron \iiat and rrJLn. Pour

'olca.es soon lost the fori^-tioix nac t-orned bac1:. '^..jor Conus tier-

s i s te i , hov;ever, rerclied iVx,<:nji, aai<3 Crowed 4 x faOO-poTumi oorabs

in the ,;eacx£.l tercet area, \eazataile tvo of a flight of

•vorsuits vlticii t.ttackec. tiie £-17 v;ere shot down, lieutenants

cxd Ooruiall;" ^Iso succeeded in penetratiji^; tiie eqoatorial front.

^OV."JS ijere drortt>ed fron 29,000 a'esrb on 2arrJ3i.j., out vis ibi l i ty wes

8
so bad OTer tiae target rxer. that no results could be discerned.

A^t'iE, ooiujs dropped "07 hall a do sen cour^reous oo-r-foer crevs

eo-ald lua-dl; je expected to hr.lt a Ja-iEUiese attac.: laurelled ia OTer-

•>,:l:cl,uin;; ctren(:Ui. Tarr.am and ;,ene.do both i"ell tlit-t sn^e dr-y—11

Jrnwj;;. I t i s TiossiTole tixat tho few herv;-' 'ooxuers available to the

13fL Qrotri ~si, ht hr.ve slowed clo\Ti the J;'?.'jicce aclvance in tX t rrea

^ ^ Ii"Ci their crere "been. neEiitiec to follow TS the 11 Jcji'irry ;.ttac"-i

\-iu" other? directed c- c ir^fe the re-ic t;a7;ets. Insteail oS folloin.11
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till" strr.te,"r, hoi*ev"r, the liidied recoiirces* ox the boiaoer co:..i rc.a

rcre diverted, D;- order of Onera! .ravell, for r, finale ~iissio.i

r.'slnst -c noint in ;^la;ra, ] ,GCO "liles fron their err l ier target

;,t Jarel^ai.*'

rfhe target declgnii-sed for this risoion u;is the Soeaf̂ i r'atcuil a l r -

xield, iipj.x*\vr.7 up the Î il̂ i1" pcninsiiLa cjid recently captured oy the

Japanese, fifteen huadred miles frori l!s'i-jiiOi i t was oe^ond tlie

iu-17 ratliuE of action Tron tlir.t "base, crx required the use of ex,

interred! T'j field. The one chosen \is.? new Pclenoang in Sa^itra,

t-Jout hr-lfrc." to the target PJICI ;ZIO\̂ X to hrve so uo ..utintenonce

1'acilltiec. L'ue nioraoa started on VL JCJIUGT;/- when ceven B-17's,

E..-r,in led b;r lir^'or Oonoc, tool; of̂ ' fro.i Sin^osari for Pclerj'orja™.

I l t i l e lird "been 'oaô aa of the servicing fficilities at Pclembang, and

i t \fas foxuxd that although some nreparrtion had "been r,̂ .de for the

ion, thor-% v7r." c. Tic!: of proper equipment aad trained '-ir-intenance

onnel. Only three 65"-gallon servicing trudrs vere available,

md these had to "oe filled from UTTLMS. Che .inertcan cre\;s considered

tV- '.Ms nethod of refueling imcfcoly dela7e& the ta:ce-off, "out the

of loadirr; "borfos rerulted in even further delay. !2is 2utch

d to use 100-.dLlo£pari oorabs, uut the Ai;ioricpJis preferred

Ej-'rilOiT:1". i; so these were loaded on the sliios. I t uas then, dis-

covered, after considerable search, tlir-t r»ro;;er fuses could not "be

LOtind. £Le SO-rilo^T^Ji boi.lis were therefore "unloaded, csxii. 1C0-

Id.lo.rr," ruj^tituted. J;- this t i ie, t^e crews tuxd been taî ext into
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to'.n for foot. r.nf a feu hours of resTj. And since the raen r

on the field die not Ixov hov to fine the bsxibs, the trs1: had to

je left for ihe fallcn-isc C&z>. Tot uati l yjjj, 15 January, were

10
tiic seven, -ilexes read;" to tal:e off.

Five planer, led *o~j I-rJor Oor.os, reached the target ares- E

ships vere forced to turn "uacl: to Pfle-.limit rfter Xleutensat Tects

lisa lopt the forrintioa durinc £ ctora, ynd Ileutenr^i; Vrjidevanter' s

3-17 h.-d developed o faoltj- eup or charter, Eie reminder of the

rorHTir.tion VET.C rfflictec 'd.th urn.'; ̂ ;orable T;cr.ther tliro'ii^ho^t the

7CQ-riile fli, ih.t. In ocLcLition to gtorns ','liicii freru.e.atly "otrffeted

the plrnes, idrXovr iro^tec" over in the freezing te'ner-iture" of a.

"7,t':><~i-£oot rltitude, r^A the fro^t iiafi to oe rcioved b;- liaiit to

ir.':o vie ion ^osrijlc. At t* Ic nltitude, Voworei1, the bosiberc were

rel'.tlvcl;- rr.fo fro.. onen;-.r rttac]:. ^ai-^uit plcijacs xmsuccessfull/

tried x,o intrrceit the ,, end : 1 bLoufh antiaircraft fire reached tlieir

,",ltitudo, i t re;,"oLri.rl5' bTUi'ft far behind. Several 'nozCa rur*r, ovei- the

vCX;_,et r.rea vere af.de \ath inconclusive ro^xats. Soue bon"bs fell

short, over '£ hit the airfield, I'ires vere started, raid severs.!

eiieny aircrrXt rcre •oro'ba'jl;" destroyed on the rjroimd. Instsr.d of

trying to rcadi I^ulenx^L on the retura t r i^ , the five aircraft

landed first ft Ba0iioj', a "^cor e^er^encj field ia l,orth StLartra.l!

On tiie follcin-.. nornint>, one pl-ne flev: directly to I.slrJij;, uhile

the other foiox £ tooled "brief 12" t.t PalsMban^ for rervice before return

in-r ta case. In snite of the dr-n ers of the unfrjdlirr o,00;-nile

o.x, i t ve.B perforned without serious .d^dia-s until the l?,st
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four uLanes landed on ihe rslja-cocked l-alanf field. At llirt t ine,

Lieute^^t 3ohn&£er's orcicoe failed to tai:o hola, ,-nc tlie 3-17,

crariiinr" into a dite.\, rue c a l l ed beyond repair.

The V 3?;,Vber Ooiffiioad cotild not r»fford to lose even one of i t s

iie^vr "oo'ibers. Until 11 Jc-nafij*;- there hrd been no re'iln.cer.snts for

tlie i55 3-17Ifi uiiicii Lr.d reached tue PjiilijTiines before xUierics

entered tlie var. Of the 1̂  vhich survived the I-'hili^nine cs.' rpnicT-,

onl;- 10 lied jeen operational nince their retreat I'roi.i I incLr>iiao.

Tortimr-tel;-, "louover, tl:o iieevy-aorfaer reinforce, isnts allocated to

the 1'^B \;ere on the vay *o;r the f i r s t wee": in Jrmioriry, and the

l i r s t ones had arrived "oefore 3oluir. :er'e -̂ 1-jae vn-a lost . 2etv,reon

11 r id lvi J.ja-ua,̂  , 4 Lli-SO'? r-nd C J3-17'S reached Java. iv;o of tne

25-17'Si piloted b^ I«-,j. Xemietb, 3. Lo"j£0n rnd Lt. J. \I. Hurlies,

\-oxo tlio f i rs t to flv the coutlieiiL jei'.oific route. She others a l l

cnuc b;" yay of Axrica CJIC India. All ^»erc flo\a "oy couplete crevs

of t t e 7tj. Boujard; leat GTOUTJ (HJ and vere not onlr rec£jr for comunt

•&ut carried a &rir£;o of sulfa dnj.js cjid oth^r m^eatly needed snrrnlies.

She 7th, &ro\n was uo "be acscd at Jo^jr.r'irtr, 150 niles ucst of

'Inl-nr, "mt unti l tlie ^oimd crous arrived fron Au.strrT.ia, i t s

12
i-ol-.jaeE nsed ilie facil i t ies of t-.e 19fi Hroxpj at Si

,ih.±le the 19th Grouj'? seven 3-17's \fere on the IDalfiyan

ri.seioi'1, 011I7 tlie ne\T ilaaics were r.vnil?!*!^ ?*or o.ierr,tions r>,si

iae J^-orjiese north, of Jr.vr.. I t i s oxiite nossible th t t , as both

Ceaerr.l 3roroton. oz.{ .vulrr l ilert "oelioved, Genoral '/avell was not

SECURTIfWCRMATIOIt
Cl
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sufficieatl;,' a^.re of tlie threat posed b" the enem; 's notf uell-

est:-blislied position i a northern Borneo &&& Celebes. I.o American

bonbers operrted e, '•ainsti the Jaocnese lardinn on Celebes, sud only

tiiG o&e unsuccessful nission of II Je.min.ry hrd been directed against

TarcZrrn. Since then the enemy ht,d iir.d tine to bring ia land-'oased

plines cad to •nre.inre for their next move. JO.rer.tL7 witnin J50 -dies

oT both Sr,:.!p.rineLp, and 1-Ceadrri, tlie;* uerc in a pocition to strike ct

tlioss Gt'.rifc,; br,G35 ''Utli bonbors escorted 0/ -oxirsuitF. Eie realizsi-

iion of thi«5 frxt •proocibly ; coombs for a, jaissioa of 16 Jpji-ur.r;'- floua

o;- ere1'5 which L-id l i t t l e iiore tlu'̂ i reached. Jrv? ?fter an exheustinf;

1*3-Ciy ferr,-ln- trir» fro.- t:^e Uaitecl States.1 3

Sliortl" r.fter noon on 16 Jrjzari'Z, 3 Ju—h', ls CJK" 2 3-17's, all

or the 7th Gro'xo, too!: off frou Isxlrjic. 'Zieir tsrget was !;Gn?do ?t

1 r'is'C'aco n~i the northern, m i oi Celebes irjiich reoiiircd tlie tise of

the " t c i n • Jrce r.i ICcr.dari. 11 c;T arrived at th.-1 point 4 hours later ,

vere refueled, rjacL eael* L?-30 loaded vath 15 sc 100- and eacii 3-17

uith 10 r 100-*:ilo,jra:i bo-obs. before aavm on the follo\int
fc daj',

thoy too*: olV, tlie le .̂t" plrr.o -oiloted bj- :>LJ, A. A. Etjuubel &nd

er-rrrfa" Onntoiii 3roa.cuiirrgt, the onl̂ " officer on tlie 1 Ission fariiliar

vitb the r<roa. The IJB-S3'S flei' over Ipx^otm, 30 dies south of

IIen£.&o r.t au altitude of 10,5JO feet and Crowed tlielr bonbs scoring

hi ts on en airfield tliere. j-zxerrj our suit -nlaaes caught \vp i.ath the

bo.ibers ttliioct inraecdrtel;" &ft<r the bono runs and subjected the

inexocricnoed iteericDn cre\;s to r concentrated 5-:ninute attac.:.

yea, 3/S*rfc. ',/altsr B.IColbuB, Lt. ?rmci<3 IIcGivera, end Cnl. S.

-RESTRICTED:
3ECURI TSOBSBBHaN

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Paqe Declassified IAW EO12958

126

er, vrere vouaded i n i t . John 3. Dougherty's 13-30, and the plrne

i t s e l f i;i»s ~AOC1" dtjir,E-;ed. Dougherty succeeded, h,ox;ever, i a nal;iii~

:, crasJi-l-noinj on r. t iny islanc1 i l t h "a rtreel; of sandy oeach" off

southern 3omeo vhere the creu use- ctraaaed for 6 dayo before oeinf,

rescued li;- £ navy Jt'-jY. In the swie at tac ' : , Lt. 'J. 2. 'iayse's plane

utie as ocdlr h i t , rut tx;o of h i s crev \ ere :̂oun.ded. Bayse could

the controls only \±th the hclri of co-pilot Victor J .

1-oacic, out even tiiea. tliev v:ere forced &cn?n r t I-raaasar in southern

Delebes, tiie plane cLwc n^d be; onC repair .

El.e tv;o 13-17'c lae^auliile were carr^in^, out an attae'e over llen£do

3r.y. dovere3. DO'iMnc '̂uns were :^,de over c* muwer of transports a t

the doclrs, and one transport '.as seen to csnsise. '.vithin 5 -linutes

15 eneiny-nurs-uitE , tvo of wlticlx ucre Identii 'led as / esscrscan i t t s ,

intercepted the "bonfoers caL att^clred i'ron theie^r cud fron below,

liiaj. 0. P. Feoreson's plaae reac&ecL Ken&rri rafter his gunners had

shot cloia five eneiiy pursu i t s , GQ-t ecr-ola ir/Sgt. Loxas rJ. Silva

^artic-xLirl;- dlr tinciJislixng; hiaself in shooting do\«ii several planes

'.;ith oa.e of the side ,̂-uas cuti in aspistinf; the i-fotmded t a i l fr̂ xoner,

*Jvt. A. J . UojcLchl. The other J-17 suffered more heavily fron

JVrirneee r.tt^clc. One online \;as soon phot out cad the fuselcge

riddled, "but the -oilot, i t . J. 1. i\c"raae rucceefied in lendiar a t

Kendari. Cn th i s occasion, ho\rever, <Tf --Xiese onr^-iltr: followed the

hocvj "bot.ilser to the f ie ld, llecrc son hed {sufficient turning to r;et

Ms "ile-sâ  off the ,, rouad, "™ici reached lfe.lrju; after a rurmin^ b a t t l e ,

out IXrfraae could not -ct h i s -ol;jae ia to tbo a i r . For 2 days enon;-r
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".rith iar actuate ant ia i rcraf t fi-cilitier,, J y; vs.? in sore

of r*n interceptor cor... i»s<3. UnrortTJEairely, i ltho*.i, h a Eutch or^-ciac-

tion exicte^, .1.I-AGC aevvr h.:A c. ia*ficiest iraxiber of ourpait a i r -

or* .ft io defrnii i t s nsrol cuad a i r 'br..ser". Only obsoletr JDutcb planer

uerr uv; ilr.^lc far t U s jmrr.oc-e uati!] Itite in Janxic.rj"» and

to were unuclljr advised to stf.:* out of the w,y i f any

verc in the v ic in i ty . Tue .^.^ericc-n P-40'c in AusfcrrJLac

••ero s t i l l lii the nei^hoorhooc' of Iris'ojaie. Irdced touard the end

of Jnn^.^y General .Arnold vr,e bo^-iziain^ to wo&t'er '̂hy he had received

no re ior t r of thr-ir operrtionE at <*. t i r e vhen hie records indicated

th t.t ..]irro:dnrtel;' 1GO of thcr^ hid ooon dclivt'Ted ct To'-msvllle.

Ly the f i r s t Jii erienn, purrioit r»l;Jior dit not re^ch Jav.' in t i l

^ry, C*L.C no ;;ore thf̂ x 10 ever tut" nrriyp th.orf>.'J~

Siif.! fc.t;rl dclar KI* oruced by a iroisbcr of factors . In the f i r s t

f'lace, the crated. P-Z-O's ul.ich ht.d .-/.rived in Australia, had to be

erected by un,trr.i&p£ ^rintenasce persennol, the ^ornid orei.'c of a

heavy-'ioclKi.rdr.erit i_TOTirs. In s^ite of xuifmiili^rity *"ith the xiursuit

pl'^ei" hoi.:GTor, a fortiori of the 7th G-rotcp erected 1SE P-401? from

,-^ro;ci3--telr 22 ZeceJbar •until 1 reTnraar,- . Ihc f i r^ t Jr-40'r, to "be

erected hcj& "been grounded O\ATXC to a Icclc of prectone, "out fortunately,

Tsy rebruiir;* sruffieiont ^reptone for tl*o u?c of several squadrons had

seen fo-usd. ?urther delay vv,s caused "by n Ir.c1; of trained p i l o t s , A

ij ccliOol a t .'anoerley had "been £^.vin^ instruction in flying

ry to the ~nir-;uit p i lo tc who heid arrived froa the tiiited

States duxin:; Eece-."oer and JrjrJiar:-, ancl the ori|;inr,l s teff of the

tchool hn€ aeen ir^roved 'oy the ntclitian of three -pilots wh;
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lif-c been eTT-.curted fron the ?liili"onine?» Ltp. 2oyd is. rp^er , Gr~jrt

^hone,1 ', ruil Allison ,.. Ptrpuss. '~Lese voterrr.s *;erc ajioollecl TJJT

•Lie inerperien.ee of the r tut! eats a s s i ^ e d to the.t. Lionel Brad;,-

1 .ter stated th-.t the ne" arri-/, , lc fro.a the s ta tes arc averr^ed no

ore thr_i " hours in a cornrit p l m e , ^iid th"t ."er of the,i lied fired

ler, Vzhoxiey, ci-d Strcucr rc£.ioed the ,rr.r Departncnt on

;:r; t h ' t i t wo'ola %tlze G nonfis crA li> vree'red plaaec to t ra in

t >e "cevGJit;- so c i l led -oirf<iLLlt l i l o t s " for co>i*Jpt orjsrf t ions. Jilrerdj*,

the;- sale , there hrt 1>een ei^ht accidents "al l due to p i l o t s inex-

perience. UJ

Of tl.c f i r ft Ariericm •o-ai-'stiit miloxr to fifjit in Jf.va the

.'^•iority \;ere cliosen fron thore eva.cuated frorj the JfLiillmlnes.

rJhey hi A arrived in Australia on ?1 Deconocr ant 1 Jpjaxvi,r;r. Jithin

2 veel:r> 17 P - 4 3 ' F l^d "oecn erected, ana sufficient ^rettone for theee

••Jl-aes lire "oeer, found. On 14 Jairaor.v, therefore, Generel Jrereton

fathori^ed the cc t iv i t ion of the 17th .mreuit SctU'dron (Provisional).

[?he fll'ixn- T)erponnel of the ne" jn i t con^irtpcl of 13 Philippine

veterans, i t s cor^;?nder ( I ^ j . 0Ur,rlee A. Q^rrfue) -̂ ra 12 lieutenants

(voss, hciflliL1, Bleoiton, L~le, ^ i se r , "TV.?.el, F^n^.ou, EolTid,

Gilrore, Geis, h<-ri, ra.d I rv in ) , one four second lieutei:arLtf I3?rout,

Dho.r>son, >roi!:L, "re. Stouter) rooe..tlr arrived fron the United

Stntee.*33

p_4Qtc. vere to ue ferr ied to thei r dcrt inat ion. ?ro^

to J- vri i s i.sD-") i le 1 ' , "•^-nroxin'-tel; he If th is dirtance

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

1S3

ueijGLg over a. portion of the Australian continent vv.ich had fev easily

cJ.*xTEiETLiisiiir'-"iilQ imikDP-Y :s t-nL r, comMuniertions syote:.i not m&erstood

by .Aaerien-a -pilots. On It Jpum-xiVi vhea. the 17th Squadron left

e for Javr-, therefore, they vere ercortecL "oy tvo An strollan-

3?;iire^-2"xttlec fd.rcrr.ft. i'ollovin^ e route vie1. Baakiiar-pton,

, Oloacarry, and IV1; ' 'rters, 14 P-40's hr.cL arriveo in

'<%- lo J,"jiur-r;'. £he other tiiree ol^nes ^cre Ccloi'et "bjr

rccidents, r t lers t one hcvin/: "ceen co-oletcly "ivtished cut!l in. nal:-

inf '" Irri.din,7. iriiile '..'rating 13a Ei?r\i.a for final orders, the srtto.clron.'s

enlisted ^crsoiinel crrived in G-HJ1^ to service fie viipr.es for the

re-iaizc.er of the flifjat."

On 2" J,:,nu?rr. Tihe sr"a--dron left for J rvc Mthio three days

13 fil^ncs h'vl rcr.ched aoer&orj?. I "or a ^r.rt of the dlstaiioe, nota"oly

tlte 540-~.ilft hen over \Tf-ter frci JD.̂ ridn to iCoĉ r̂ f1- in Sir.ior, the^

had oeen ^edded 'oy r t\'o-enttine 3eechcrr.f t , out one f l i^ i t of the

ratr t-j-on br,tl CIOTQ. the l : r t Lvn of ovei CO? niles fron '."ainca^oe

in the isl. Ji'-s. of So&.̂ & -ithoiit escort. ,Mle i t Soeraoaja, the

Flor ida pilOvS iror:fd on ;arcr.ai't identiflection and carried out

test f l i ^tp in coo-.eratioa • ith the ittcL. Jdr Defense Go.u-rxC. Cn.

one occ -sion they VOTC colled u >on to pro-/ide protection for a

]>atch eiiu.. rine off the csr^t of Borneo, >it the ve- t ie r vvs so oad

thf-c tSie six ^il^nes u.dch too": off \>:evo coon ±orced to i^eturn, nno

IK

one of t'iO . orr.c zed U5 i n lrjii?in;:."

!C'j.e "o^r.irjaent "ov^e for tbfj 17tli Sc^d ron wr.s "ocder cons t ruc t ion

,-t 31i_;uxnf\ 10 - d i e s "ou th res t of Djo-i r n . Olev-T-ly concealed in
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r juzcle l:\r-c" rcrpe, the f ie le , 'irtoMi to the ,Ar<ericr.ns as Ij-oro, lu-

ti'o 4tGCj~foot rva " ;'s sur~acec vith smooth sod. Texivajs, in v

"•Iruee oon!6 ^e co '^ls tc l r CTVoialla^ed '-itli r, Protective covering

OJ." tree brmchec, rere cut Into the Furrotuicdn.:; .i"on,';le. Z3;*- 1

robru-r: tho field urs rer.d;' Tor occinp^iou, r̂ id 13 3^-40's i l t l i 13

x-ilObS arrived en xhe i le ld. In ededtion to tlie co^o:,t persoanel,

•tits ncurxjron ftr& IV cre'r cliieiG, 17 Drr.orerp, 1 line chieX, ?nd 1

i i r rb ^erceant, lixo die t>eir bort to !:ee;i the ileiies in o-ierr,tioa

•vitii vl'-.io^t iio special tools or $rj?jre p^

If tho iiericMi purfuits liftd Jeer. i'-jrth.er delayed in leaving

^.tetrails,, i t is doua-s^ul i f as ia?zxi' vovj.6. azve reached Jcva sefel;r,

Jr.-ornece r i r raics vorc incrc^rin,^ a^riajt -ooi^ts Iron

;nd .:,ili*ro;.pcn in Jorneo to l^c^rpcr, Di l l i , A.2boa, and i C o ;

fijrtiier to tlic poutli. At i;oc-;»a^ on '!< ^.aiitjry, a ^-40 which hrid

l»oen left "be'iiud vrs destroyed in a JVp^mese etrr fill;5 r,ttacC:, and

t"0 dr-;*s Ir-ter three Hu&ron*, rero destroyed on the jjroimd -*,t isiiboi*.

Uvcn ore for^oooinf were coatirmed c^iei; a. "M jious nove'ient^. On

C J J ni/i', lfita.i drcr r j ' t h. a rc-ortod t'-"t c'j to 43 trnaertorts es-

corteu o;- ll"< verc n_- soutline^tr-

6cr,. Or. tLr> follo\'in ; dr1; , jcorlorai T"JO..njincs stationed in I^c^E'-ar

S^rrit hrd shotted t» Tt^rt of tl.e s;i"ie onvo;r, ;'iac fro.a then, oa the

uldouito^r r'jY's of j^rtwiji.': It" li'.d ntlntrLied contact. At f i r s t i t

vre aot cler-r ct vlact ooint tac J^j^ncso intended to l.-nd, but "by

?o J z.no.2, s t>;ino 10 reportec" £ trausports, 4 cr i ieers , :'.nci 14 des-

troyers -.lorizi • to'/rjc ^/fllilro^rjn aau Qv4gJ? x.ff'.^^ts vere received et
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Tvurstiits Tirid frecaent visi ts to the airfleln, hrunerinj the efforts

being ir.r.de to renair the i-17. Finally le:\rninL tlirt eaeny cr

forces vere infiltrating tov^rd Keadari, the crev destroyed their
15

and retTorned to IL'il

1'he a^jressive Jr.yanese r>ursuit tactics together i/ith the in-

filtration south tlirottfji Deletes and Borneo effectively barred the

further use of j:?ndf-ri mil Sciu-rinda ac gtnrlo--* "oases for heavy

"boujers. Since -chese poiats uerc over 70 J Liileg from l-':s,lang, i t

WRS cletir tkr t , ^dth a radius of action of o.p'JroxinUvtel:1' ?5D rdles,

a -3-17 \;o~Jld liave difficult;,' in operating aortli ol either Ke&d&ri or

Sv'ix.rinda. In fact, tLe only rjosrroility -;Mcii seeneft feasi'ale vras

to atte.rot sliiittle-Qonoing missions aetween llalfji^ PJD.6, 2)el l-'onte.

Thir v:ould imrolve not only fljrir*r l,C00 'liles tiirousk sa uanradicta'ole

ecjur,toriRl front and. over the Jr.7-,iiiested Celebes Sea, out lraiding

and oeinj serviced oa a -irecrriouel;- held cirdronc subject to aluost

d&llj' air u.ttr.ew:. OIL the oth^r hand, ?uea a niscion \raiilc. n-rrdt

ti.po-Vfay ooaoiBg fttacl:s on targets betvjeen Java and the Phiii-ujines

and vould f.'icilittitc the evacuation o£ th<_ trained oersonuei of

? t i l l Jb Del :roate.

l r i t i;r.s considered that thc^e adventa/'ee warranted

the t r i r l of r t lepst one such operation, for on liJ Jcciiicry cine

:;-l7'5 <=et out for le i I'oate. Eie flight Isd Ly Lt. John ~2.

3onxall;* coa^i'-ted of the five v-eternn crers of Oon-iall;', Z^eiser,

Schcvetsel, i'esh, and ?ecd;s anf the receattl" orrivea 7th Grono crsus

of :;.>.i. i:eurj?th 3. IVoron, Orot. 1'. V. "e;r, I,t. 0. H. Hillhouse,
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nad. I t . J . l,T. Hu -h.es. ^ft'-ine trouole caused KOBE on axu1 Eu'hes to

turn o:ic:, enc' Klllhourc tras forced dora ct Sruncrinda, hut the other

s i s •olr.nes' arrived s r fe l " ;-,t Pel ' onte. The'/ Lea fouc~ht heavy

LT-iiiF rxo Revere tinrnderslormp ran had bonoea shi-n- îE.̂  nesr Jolo

scoring •possible lilts on c cruiser and 5, teaser. OIL the return

t r i o , sterns &hu« out Jolo ar.d hindered 'ooioiiy; operations, out the

IRO e l l readied Utlfsn-r V noon of SO January cfrrylnfi 33

oif icers of tjae ISth frrouo evro-ir,ted fror.i i

f-Sie Bel I onte nission was .'. success, i f for no other reason

thru that ?C trc-ijied men vere added to the short roster of the T

in Java. Sue l~ck of a i r force -oereoimel, -pp

•oerfoaael, T.',,G OE.S of tuo "r inoipcl o^st<?cler. In the uay of efficient

a i r o^er^ bions in the Netherlands K?st Indies. 2hc 3-17's vlach had

orif-ii^illy flo>.ii frori Dan'in to l!alr,r^ ho.d been a'jle to c?.rr;* few

trained uechenic;. As n conseruence, tl.e crevs themselves hr.d to

service their ovn planer, 5?ds remiirea hotsrs of laoor both before

and o~tcr ejd^nustint
f: • issions cari-ied out ovor cJ.nost mifaniliar sees

tod throu li rcrihor uhich rarely favored lo:i; ,-rar.^e f l i j h t s . 5Hie

ritur^tioE. \r.r u 'cc vorac 07 r* rr..iid t'etorlor^ lion of vhe far henvj1"

joaoers rvcil-.iule. IrXfe han, ar? at h .l^nf rave adeci^te shelter

rh i le the pi;36", were on tho f ie ld , Is-at continuous ra ins , sli-r-iery

1 ndin - Xielo.p, r^u, uor^t of j , l l , complete lac^ oX fxre pprfcs and

re*rJ.r toolc prevented £n.;rthia,; l i ' :e sr t iFiactory .^.intensjice. !3ie

of the for trained mechanics were ,.t f i r s t increased oy the
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orrivo.1 of now plrja.":?, particularly the L.r-30's aoout wliich l i t t l e

*K\S "nio'-j.. Several of tliore r l re r r f t frrx carried c car^o of s^cre

>-"rtp men tjtc^" left -the United btalcs, "out "oy tlie ti^e tiie/ arrived

in J. v;., vxi" oC t i e nev "arts had "been used to reil^ce tliooe rorn

out riTinL tlxc fcrrj-inr tri--.

oi r;-, cltLo^-h t i e 1̂ ,01: of cr^rre p?rts contiruicf to

OR r. ">resErin,_; ^rojler:, tlio crr iv: l of iidj.itio^.al ^orsoariel lit.d "a

ro».'c reli i ' i to tJo c;i"t:.UEtecl ;.iecCiiiiiiOR. Oil 1£ JirJTmuv tiis jroxuitl

edxelon of tro srar.drons of tne ?th Groui, \£ao 3i.it. 'been, ereotin.;;

JT—^Q'E JJIO .!-•>_-'r ir. .iTsistrfili -,, sr.ilod for J^va,. rJiiree CE^S lr-ter

Lt» J:. >3. r.,p,ce in J S ILi-53 Eii.d Lv. ;;en Ivri: Ir. v .:-?-l--i evecanted

^ officers r̂ nf G& erj.ieteu r.en frou Pel Uon^o, ĉ c" , ,*t t:'oov.t the cane

ti"io, caa ^icrlcrja flelcs a r t i l l e r / uattrliou, raaciiir^, J-ya vitli no

.•uuTiiLtion, *JG,;L Î to pcrfor - t-io tas.is 02" TJI air force service \init.

Until TJ J: ixuarj- tlie hone or,1:-© of nil her.v;- bojiioers in J ^ v

continued to oe the Sin osrri airf ield, ne-.r 1̂  1 rK-. \OT.Z h~s~ oeen.

ooritirAiin1*, however, on "jaother field ncr.r Jo;;,jr/:crtp., ICO 'Jilc? to

fie vest, mi." \dtii tLe i i.inenfc r,rrirs.l of p ~xirt of t"io 7tli Croir:"s

-roTCit1 ci-svs, i t eeened P "rooiitioas ti.*o to tronrfe'r tlxct usit to

tlxe ne" or so. "cr.i'olle her-vy JO'TDGTS vorf* coiitiunir.1! to arrive o-rer

•Jl-p ferar- ro'J.te-^. If - ^e^rcr-.-, I t ..ore 2-1V.J - r:ii 4 X^-301" hrd

re'.c'.ec Jz-Y", tfire^ of t,ic 1-tttsr -AV the i" cif lc ro^te. A n"j

of tlie^e v crc "ar;cd "u;- .lie 2,0th Oro-ap to

lei^r •qe.it "»)<•&.; to A"o.?trfvli: for deriot overt-vJ— Seven of t.
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, houevcr, were svrvi to Jo, jrirrrtf. "hero V-e f irs t of tie 7th

tD-s <* e-.II^tecI rien h-C >rrive& on 31 JVjra rj-.

the ojenin,• of the nev TJCSO nate possi-Jle ;: greater dispersion.

o±' the he;rr coders, but a ^rinci-^l i a i t oi~ Jrw, .airfields con-

tisuecL t;o "ue tlieir vuljieraoility to r.ir attcic::. .iltkouyh G-gneral

Jrett stated tlu.t ever;.' effort i-f.s oein^ î ade to protect aircraft

on the ttroyjac , lie hrd l i t t l e ceoio'ieiit to rorr \dtli. UZie circrr.ft

i1 frcllivics cue- r-ntiaircraft protection ;̂ere oven aore

orte thfn tlj.:it ^hich liad e>d.Kted is the lJlii3.I~si)Iacs. Hiere

"ere no not.crii xitir.ircrG.ft ^JH be-tteri-f, rail r-any of the Eutdi

« utonatle i;ert)O3ie iuid apparcntl" r-evor 'been tried out tintII tlie

tr.L'i;: nci^isllj" aj^c ret1 for t'ie Xirnt ti.ie. ILere vero no radar

sets, ;^t tiiur the 7-Ofl.F IiatL to rely for ' \ r-ii£t- of tLc cn-jroc cii of

ĉ c-nr "Ir^e? tnon r. fsirl; ' efficient ejiot^er ?rrte::. Clds ~;'

ce^iter^d in f control roan r t Soerr.'jrja. A larf--e ntciosr of ,*

ooferw,tion strtionfl, erc'i represented on r_i operational uar? *oj- aua

electric l i^bt, irere corrected "oj- telephone 'ritli tLe control roon.

ousorver potted FI. for't^ion of r.Ircrrvft, ?ie sent in i t s

i-icte r-ltit^de GULI the rnr/ocr aae eî cr̂  1 ty^e of plane in

tl:e for..ctios. S..is infor >"tion vas filtered rsic checlcec1 a.jdLnct

She "cnotm vjorition. of frietidl^ plt^ice. It I/L-S thus ^OSSIJIJ to trs.ee

the course of CJ !rcocLiu^ eae..sy ,- ire raft. 5biri;r pecurete instruc-

tions could oe GOii1. junior ted to tlic cirfields either TJ? direct

, , - - . . 0 0
t l or oy rfctio.
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of czvvj- forces off /sri&cri. 'J.e lutcl, , In ^eciatel;-

tile delol i t ion of oi l ref iner ies vni other inp ta l l t t l i

thei r njQcie&t GleiL^ I^artin oonoers uased in southern ^oraoo

i clix? u the eL>Ci"j- SMT«5, r^d A^luiJui. orderec nttac rs oy American

Er~vvl tct s i r iorces.

5?jie lost cxiccee^ftQ. A^^er-icra. ilia^o of the o^er-.tion co«si'

0* ixa Ettr-c": uy Tear .it.,;. "«. A, G"U,.rsfori3'<> destroyers. In addition.

to h,--li F- do'jc^ rat; i.rizier nlrc* c1" In "!rc^«!err S t r r i t , .i&r.tirrl Krrt

oa "'O j£^.Ti.r;r rent 4 of " ir> destrorers fuTiortec. "o;~ "• c r i i r c r s

-,Tia;v tac TS'^tlr ruiorior Jc"'"^iose force. 3-e cr'ai^ers vere o'ole

to /IYC no uSl'T u'lxii),' t>€ cn^n-jo irT,i siiice t"io '.Ir^r^lor.end feroloped

en-iue trovlOx "H'1 tlie oth^r, _oise., rr^t on to . n ijxiclr r tered roc : ,

I'tit "he tl9"tro"ers "•crforr.ee" ^aiir ; olj". jjiifiised ^ ' c\r,r"̂ aGr~ CJIC

t ' c ••irc-cr.cc 0- v-eir T'A acftro"crF, J'v^ncro Raeiliiv j'̂ rd no

effect. Kts *..~OT\C -ii lo'-J'-ct; czen*? rrcsd R^O Î fc'1.0 tr'iriF'Torts P.AC.

: ' l t ' : tor'Hit* 0 ;:uzC -unfire S--J": r t lor.st 5 sld-r,, tae co'jat of r

iatau. £uu.i x-iae c- ^ t t la olrcin.: the fi,j,irc ^t 15.

I'CÎ L.«V i l e A loricrii j_ie?vt" "joj'Jsrp vere al to stri!d.n^ pt ene"c

"̂<d •'"•i-ij., ^.t videl; GFX r,'.ted /oint^. j ' r e j " Jtiiu; r j ' tjirou4vi G

re"br~jr_r;.", t-t lea^t lb r i s r ions e::clucivo oi" rocon-.r-isi3Eir.ee f l i r l i t s ,

ii,v3lvin , r. "(.oval of „£• jj.ec.vj JO faers, "err carried out. Cf these,

!i.ouever, J .missions of G5 hervv̂ «" "oouwers vere not coirploted on account

of •uniWoriVble weather conditions, tcad oLher ir.-'ivldual planer vere

forced to i'xm. '00.0 : before reacliin^ tlie target oi/in^ to nechaalcs1.

frdlure? uhlcli nore s^tisfo-ctory tir-intenanee service .-lifht hr.ve
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-or evented. Ike servicing f a c i l i t i e s nvvAlt Sie si;-il;< could not

ccne rit!± rcr t^er :ad co-ibs/fc eor.uitio:.r- in Java. Vc^nvhile

a t t r i t i on continued. On TS Jtmi-r.v in pja ..—-tirre lesion r, r-inst

raip XAs. off g-JL'-r-tra, SEC T-17 ITS GO oletel," costrorod rhea i t

overrJiot t"' r f ie ld r.t r, lo ^ ^ . _ , f3ro £v,y$ L ' ter , I .TJ-17'<- icjti; a

triXi? ^ort nx.t «"! ot cox-x. «J we i;c iircr?,ftj "uui J ^-17'r \ ero cL'tr. ed.

C_" ,-̂ i 1-rL.i-T iCEion j-,rrinEt ..ali-na^m on "A. ̂ 'JIMPT'/, OII?.;T CJ returned

to IJLJ?. ji'*- <~: ^el, , 3. ovrsaot tlie l-Ui(.inE i l e ld , cuiotiier "fs iorceo

>to\ii r - , <-;.cjer ^,?in ltd1 ." sliot u \ " othors Ir-ndcd ;IrbeBlB in" in

tae J ltd oi Oeleues, txc t rc ei,it3i Iwitied on r oe> di ,ie;*r ^irosoa.ja,

J* vr , \Tiicre i \ ooccn r"i3ni<T.y hnd to be conctr"ictGd to ^et tue pl.one

oi"i the t :roTi_d. C* °7 J" jituirj" l. tr t4if-ort t/. ,s E'LUIT, ,-id h i t s vere

5=eori?ti on P er . i t t -r a"^rlnfj a -Is^ion. in *'ideL b out oi i. - -17'"

re2,cned tlie fcor^ct, out '1 caj-T It tcr .-c.^or Hobinso^i, 7tu G-rovrj

O0ij.<cjadcr, I d d i^ - *J.p l i i t k i-icfioa, iii a I'ec"'; \%s shot ilovm oet\;ee;i

ll'il.ji^' ; i i nllirp,./"!*! ' hoj, J uoi*;'̂  tion. of *, ->—17tc" v.Jir r.ttri,C'red "b;~

nor? i.,»i uJ J, "rx.ece .ursjit1?. "-o'oinson'f _"'lriie w s riddled, ,^id

JIO crev ,P::JC1* T C ceoii to u?,il o-rt ueXorc i t crr^^ed into tLe sr r . J

Cac J T xcer1 rdvr,r.ce continapd. x:' T> J'mv-rr ther 1'crc r?.re-d;-

in SD^itrol of ^:2i*ri"^rjrj. f̂ id verc iicvlr* ccii-^rrard in _-orr.oo.

R'-Gocrn >Jel^.ies, Lr-.cl.iCln>- ^.-.d-i'l f "sre p.leo in tLeir

in. u o e: "••V.ixo of .Io..dr,i-i "osoo ' rorio"a.o TOUIC ts t. c Al l ies ,

i t wroa*. t ub.c c.:c." d;ui,-;croucl;;" CIOT- not culj" to

to tl e

SFCURITi
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In f^.ct tL,e Intel" ~o

ir~?

jor-rsia r „£ tv-icc ••t'lac:ecl on

P7 JTKLT;", • xx '•eveu Clcsri "rr t lns vero ce^lro^ed on the L^O"-^-"..

In siiSc oC tl'c f ct tij.:-t oovio'^r t."xr. ets of irnortcir.ce rerc nov

* iiililai *i3cn"jor r; :\ e of " :*1 rr , t"ie r̂ JAl' vet ore erect to fl;. acot.ji.er

'•••oiUwS in I-il^^v- Zi'jor QO...JC cv ain led -̂ j.e fli^-y

r.; of t^ree vetprm orci;^ ao oilier \±t^ tiro irov, the ?tn

-*"rl,- oa tlu- -indtt;- of C-. J. i^ . r , , ti.fi five J - 1 7 ' F left

I.rJ, 3i,j. Evo rx.C p iuilf C',/s l i t e r tl-e s^ips retiirned. One Ellin

hrtd j,ot readied L-x.e tar^^ij t.io others xiro flcr^ E. tothl distance

of over L , S . J dies* c^d 2i£.d octocd t\:o Jan: nese-held .•irfifiids in

lirl'",f. IT îii;- ?rJL£-ibrjiij r? m i d\i?Jice(3 orre, C e " iird f3.ovu £.-

"lurlr, li-ur-ror, the II lr;vr,u ccsitrJ , on t i e f i r r t c;;r, Mt oiir.*; to

•acre ; i l e^ ' t CO "QQ.WF Lit run*- ;rr ;̂ .t" L;.n -ITF.1""

cc.tioixr f-iinpt ''".lr yr rcre of l i t t l e vcluo c-rceit ?K to'ten

:dR"iorir in fi-a-r >ort of tLo 2ir>rd- rcacC J r i t i?L. "rr^ets closer to

.'ii'oric n "Jares rxel to "uhr- he?rt of il:£v
 RXTCI- c iiire in Jfv: T.-3re

OMTIOU1;?.; of 'OTC conccpuence. I ie?ios.f; an I-,'1 IVornr.r;' & , inst tlie

3"li::-wjLa - r e s , for e:-cB.."def restated in the sirJdn • of " trans-

•-ortc. lievtcr. ut Dou -hcrt: , T _-o b.rt] jcor. sl-ot oo\ii m an earlier

-icsiQii, irc,r. credit ted vlth o:ie of t-ics-t* dtarin" £ ^Ir'it operation

ierfor:.ec" "J;- S 13-.?'>'r; tLe otlxcr uc-.s <-OJ.: o;- 7 -.-171" carin.^ a dec-

lifiit r t t",c: . Ca tke follo'lu.- cr,; , ^ ; -17 l r of ta,« 7tu Orovn led

"or . j jor Eoucon D ; ia " t rue: nb nii.croup °l;i"t£ off Ball co;^ J.. Taie
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is:

JusEion vr c less cacces?rul thr.a l.-o<-e o£ the day oelore, .loi'V

•,;ere draped, out 1 OT,'-l̂ -in* clo'id^ obscured the tercets , and no

results coiiLd oe oaserveii. ilerjj.'vriiile other troubles had Iseset the

ror/.ntioa. Che ox,yt en stroll; £Y iled at one ">oint in Lt. i,'. 0.

Ht-o'feerct-d'r rjl^.o, esc _Jfc A. «J. loi-^ died ns z result , jciieri;,-

-raxetat r-lso verc i ttc c'-J.ar t:.e ^.-17'= r-jit \x. c voui-uod A
Jfc •;. II.

ood pjac Pfc J. DeHot-D in ..Vjox Eoogon'n •"Ir-jie. Au eacine of

fjiotlier :?-!? j'oxsi; ijito JX' ;e. five of the crei: "jr.iled o"it, jut the

"'ilot, Lt. lueo&ora 3. £irarj,sou. ^nccccdot' In XmtiE..1- '.'heels U-T on

:,• jor Hour.Oja'r f l i . "lit IT.S tilus occr;iietl, Jr^raepe bono

lo.i -rr^1 e iI.-Ltrrs opened the cru^r-l.Ti. ".'or Jrvr. v i& rs, caries

of cr.vc.i',0 strilrc, r.t Soero.or.i.-,, Irdioe^, n.ci ilvJl-z^". At Siii op,.ri

'•j.-o r-ir-K-id . 1 r , soui^ot rl:oni, after 1CJ'.». 1'rlf cm Lour l ^ e r

one .r* Ircrrf t vcre overhp".il. i-uji-Ruit plrj-en JLC civf "benjors

i^iorou>3, ^turt 'ced tlie field, etc oc j^r r looser. Wieii' OQAO lo.-̂ ds

,'ro • 30,L'JJ i'Cfc. '^.c 1/ria.ciorJ, dri r. ,c, r.Ou-ever, vas doue J;/ the

strrf ?rr, -;IJ.cIt cor,centr: ted -siieir firt? o.. ^.erictn joubers stnncin^

on tLe field lof.Ci.eu \ l tL ooio1;. ^vo ii-17^!£- r̂ id tv;o J-17X)'S either

errjlocec or Durncd to thr ground, ffiie s:f s raiding forrv-tior. nlso

«: ot to-.-B r J-17J fl;-ia' r t5ft f l i -h t 10 j.iles Go~a1ili of i l tn ' , ,

Lt, Vr-r ".. 3O::'B entire crew iLlr. in t::c crash. In the ncr

nrtr lie tiQns rxc <."ertro"i;i - t; ree 'Jatrlinap on the vater. I t

rvLol'ied ' "C-l̂  vhich hi^-leneo to ret iix i t s " - th, cliat i t COOTI,
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l o t

rxd 'cilled i t s entire crer ir-cl-ociiv l i \ j . i.. J.. Strr îbeO vho had

racceetied U jar Looiu^ost ^c ?th C-roû  co.r,. nt-er.^"

la tlio-je -'irs-a r d e s of i.-rjaxtence r t',inst JVva, tu-2 aircraft

v:,nan,<. Porter, i ' o "beca, "brieo Kiac iou,if. i-Jit-iiii;, --t leass f^r a

spurcroii uiitjjilL'ir i;itL. I'J-tcIi ijrocednrc. Suenty to Zb

before t.i.e r*viC., tlic .wcrior-u " i lo t s -̂s Z'{-oro learned that

eno..j* aircrcft "ere .v>iroaafcicf Soerr'or,Ja, oono <O ~ilea cvr-y. i

"lie ti.io the F-O ' s iird olinoed to 21,CCJ i'eet, t/.e Jrnn lire done

U:i:;ro. 1 oi.-cver, one i'li;Lt of four ^cieL

ten.-rj.tc :Circr, St;/ater, l ^ c , raxcL Hoiu;on) I

17 er.onr ljo:3uerp of tlf* 3<3 serift? GS the;.- rere hepĉ Lâ  out to sea.

ICiscr r.xic uirutcr soon hnd to turn Jr.cl; ot-in,- to r. short xge of

t-solino; EJe . *=u.e one o, c^ r t c.-tre, te r?jjf;a; "out onl;' Fennon va<5

• 'JIC to ret tiers1 enourk to elioot c'oi.ii r- ooi;oor. Lcanvhile jmother

A..eric'a. irjrr'jit ~'li. Jit had r>:rdc coufct ritli a Rtron-_* force of

caer 7 U1.QZ.--veiy e 3evcrt'T:y fi;-litore ;n^. Icror," soutl; of Socr£.oa.ja.

Lieutc^cjit-j Ooŝ  ria Eol;jiu fl; it_ .-; tva-rfii^ ^omrtion pttccl'ed

tix of the en.en*r. ATt--i'.j.*G,j.tljr thene uero eorvija* re decoysi s'or

other J-.-JV.nese "iarsuits pounced uoon the tvo .jiericins fron tbove

tlie re j r , Mid altlioiiji Ooss destro;rcd o^o eaer;- nlraxe, Roland

w.s shot do''"S >jad Icll

7or thft text 5 CE>.;'$ after the cisr-sstroiir oo©rations of JJ

Teoru, r r , tl,e Jon'oor OOS^VSJO. vas clno^t oo:.nletoly frustrated in

out iiorii--l 'oor.Mn;- O;C8J r t ions. ".3.<;sion,s vere

SECUR
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ecr̂ .c; -JO(, ;ecl (fovii la the .rad before they

u tuxi to t-i-3 r'ini,r-"£:, ;.£&, t,t other t i . e s , •;ech.am.cs vor^in-

r.l.iort n. C.--—lio'or shift c t i l l coruld. not tmt the o^ti&es in satisfac-

tory \ orl:in • order la tine for a tnlze-of-'. ,»-ieii ^ircr^.ft verc a'ole

to , et off tiie ,;rouad, ulieir instructions uere usitallj,' to re lain in

tlie clouds ia order to *.voir a J;nrjaesc attr.dc. -uo nissions were

;--ttempted oa i3 caie. 7 Feora r;", out in eacu ccse exiesiy •aureult inter-

cepted the 3-1?'s oefore they cooLd re?ca tacir targets. ZeimTorce-

-jonts s t i l l trickled in from both, the east £md the v;est. 3>xrinf; tlie

i i r r t voel: in !Vor>ixy, 7 r;ore hor-vy JOiJ."bers r rrivec, 5 j-17HTs

Tro"- t ie jitlj-iitio route r..id 2 1^-20'? fro.*. t,*e j?rcifio. Moreover,

CO i.ore ofiioers r̂ yi nca of tlio lStli Groin readied J^v^ efter hr-vz

been evrcortod in ?. L3-S0'E froji rindonro, -rid 4 other officers

^serried oy Fuba^rinc fro*1. Corre,T.clor. -Sverj' jeT' r.rriv:.l did brinj

sono relief %Q coriurt rjid rroujio. cre\'s, rx,c perrdtted nore vor': to

je done on ceiense ' ^c i l i t i e? of tiic - irfieldp. 3~.it onl;- t. fe\.r

;c chine ,-uas .̂-cre cr^lrced r t Sinfp^Rxi for protection a,^.iiiFt air

i^ttac':* md HOT* rcvetnents r̂ id cimersr.,1 faci l i t ies co-jla oi'ier

l i t t l e nroteetioa for jon'uerg inlecs the Ir.torce;otor OonicUL "ere

3":,'ole to provide •n-jrBtiit uefense ci.ainst loi;-level strafing*1

S\e outlool: for an effective interceptor co:i.iarj.c., Iiowever, '»': s

•beeo*JLa.,- derporctc. -; i Z-eoro, j'y ED per cent of the Dufed: tXr force

Lad "̂ een 4ostro;x-d, CJIL onl7 11 ^-4J 'E [ of the jr'̂ cria;ZL pursuit

f d irore onerrtion.^1. I'ljrtr.er lore, the J. -ifxaesc- Tere in a
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""orltiOi,; io cut the route over i/Idcii acixitional TJi-smt ">lrjies

to core fro:; A-a^tra-lia, Ca 1 IVor^1^ r- lriv-;c ertenv COUYO,\ lip.d

ca tlic strntef ic islrjitl oi* Arooinc. dtidn 1 days t ie

Ji"d 'aioatcd a-at tar few Austrpli-m &rtd L-atoh uL-aies that

rerr*in,ed tiierG, :jid over'/lielj.ed r "oattr-lion of Australians enc! "one

of tJ»o "be"t tmilr of the jretlicrl:'-nc.E "Jnrt Indies Ar"1 "̂." A-iboina,

i t r ii^ort-Jit K.'Vv 1 jp^e of /j'ucm, \C5 onlr -"OO rdler i'ron TL«:or, e

I'er r^oi^t on the nerrr route. In <nite of li-.or1^ ajriortraice, how-

ever, no -onun-jrl efforts lis& been rrc.c to defend i t . Eie L'utdi. did

not ii'vc troops to c rri^soa tlto i^loru, nn&, ^ccordin" to Several

^rott, tue A'l^trcli.UiS were intersrtac. ore in concentrf'tinf forces

in r-r^^n. "r.d Port I-orer"̂ -" tccr* in s^itdn:; tlien to the Iaaies, eve ;̂

to tiinor/""'

divert jL.crxcn J—^O1-, to rort; -loresor. Indeed Jtr>t. ly'illipji Lane,

J r . , eo i/--ndliii, officer of t rcoe.itlr or- .v îRed iLierictH rJLr unit,

tLc TOtli Pursuit Scî -h ron (.croYisltrcial;, had nct'oally received

orders Ipte in Jiinnr.iv inestruetin^ liiri to ta:^ ?i5 "̂ -̂ rj1?1 to fc:f t

"̂er &ulner "case. At the Ir "-t :d^ute, hovever, the destination, vi.s

ci'tiji: ed, cs.0, on 4 7;ejra r;-', 13 ^i lotr , r^ort of UIIOM had arrived in

Aistrclir, cruafinr J;^n&r, PS a orrt of tlic J5th Pnxi^it G-rouri, tool:

off fro:: i. Irr.-in field for Jrve. l:he flight fro, Err\rin to ^Xinor

conditions, uut in tlalf crp») Clyorp, vlio "vci "jcen in fie? theater

SECURI
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zLpz. : nonvh, fov^o fio^relvor. _->lr;-Ln/ liic'c cx.6. see1: vifch ca

r-iir^orlr,?. thurxcr stor:.. Jh'v nevertheless reached Koe-psjv safely

LclcL a i r f ie ld there on f> "cam; r;%~

Ehr Bntch " r r i so i i t t Jr-li seencL to OP fearfol of J-^rnesc

"• ttc.c'cr, r,u<? DL ;t&in XJ'3.C ordered hi-- fli t";i; to /-et ofl the ^ro^did

1/5 roon r.s I. .c p i t i e s '/ore rorueled. 3e->ren f-4;<'s ('>"il".ia:. uzxr, J r . ,

Jos" e ?.. hr<: no, , infred h. >~*IJU lo^jie, Inrr^-- 13. Lt-jac-r;-, , ' illis;; Z.

•i-^rner, l>i_at S. hachle; , . uC Zen a. IrTin) had ta.:an off ant. had

reached caa - l t i t r / e of ar« irord-^-telj' 7,LG0 lect -"hê i Gallier^.c

c-ottec. rr^-.TOslnf.tel; "TO onen '̂ iiujrp%j,1j ">lr^.or circ"1!.-^

j . ; tTie tiTic X-'-̂ c hoc" ^iT-cleC, the other? to t r<n their

f-icl tcMw;e, iho "-ir r-oo-xzL f-cO.l ol cic,;- <l-res. h'eamrhile Del I t s .

Prol 3. Or-."00,-iini, C :̂ie I . ^oind, ;,no 0. I . I'ert r,i l-.ro. ̂ ucceedec in

(i«ttin;- their . - w ' r oil Ih^ -ro-aic1. All 1*ere i;., o^i ' tol ' GX,â ccL.

, ov-cd t ortro; eel onr t-;i^.^ pi: no, jut hip. ov-n <, r ?o ,xdl;- el.ot i-r>

ih t M nvT-alvxtet; lie l imot . in n. tree £_id cr^i. l.->r f-nre vnt i l

rc"-ev-e£ "oy ^ r t i v ? 45 niniitoE le te r . "-oi-iior, vho "l'-o diot down an

cii^i"-QlrJj.o, T.'. Per, a.i lot" OTc,<i.-\r.'iX.fiC , ''wxe.hir^ or.t'1 "choir pi;^.es,

*,iv.i oecr^ln^ rhe; ?cl^et-. I r l ; in the - l r •-, L^v r r h,.>u Toiritl hin-

r el f '.-Ithont she sironort; of other 'j\cric:2x . o m i t ? . '?&?a"iX£ji»e& "o:"

cj.0c." c i r c r r f t , 1" ~i\ n? \*r̂  ÔDi! r iaolcd, rr.^ JLG crnf. ed intD ~":c-

£<:".. Hi-- J* "i ;ie~o j:ot occn"lctl T-.".th I c t "ricr^i >-: s

. orsii'hile thorou hi:* JD.i"oiTi rx.c s l rn i ; i , ^hc -irfieTi . C--••::
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-Lo Ii.-,c t,'il:crt of:" **itli only t. TirTtially zilleo -~3 tr-J: vas i*orce&

to 1. ~.t in ILo ,ddr-& of "uuTcbî "1 ooii'bs. Lir, plaas ;-nd several others

n.1 so ou v^c k.rouari i'cre uestro; ecL. .-s^ter slaoottn,;, down, en eaeny

pl'Oifi, kii-; '••a.it 1L.VO .- steep dive, evaded, the enemy pursuits, <Mid

herded iOr Javu. Alth.ou.fYi 3-e "n£*& to elude aiiouier ene:aj" aom,tiozi

-(.fore :i;,';i.n' r- Ir ^.dia.;, at LM n^, ce \.TS ru>l*: I r tor to join I.uc":le;Jr,

dci.'uc, r<jad Gr.llioirxe vLo lâ c cicse^ded in r j a.I."-L Soeraorjr, ulthin

•"- *lr; r o -̂î i- £11 ;rbs of f-CO'c k.d flcna Co feir;- xoate -Itla r,ore

rij.csrT&, "r.t. o" . FobrM rj ' the ncr "i-riv"'lr- J^1/. I^orernecl tlic iniibor

oi _-~4~'r Ii. Jn.v-' to *?,?.e''?

Of tlio j».;pric-v, T.ttTKi-dt -.I1;̂ LC™ ""ilcl- "T.L5. I©rt ^-:"in since 1

?rora.r;% ^ , or s i .-r : Ir l i , '.rC .3eon Certro; cd c- ro-jite to Jr.vs.

I t vr.r clStir tli' t no iNifryre r i i ^ i t a \/o-̂ lO JO ixa fro-: intcrcc-cio:.

, " j ,iler iX'0-1 Ji or . Ij" ';;>c j'irrv vee: ir. I 'ejnj 'rr , «j;c J-"T.e^e

::er'" secvrel" carconcecj t iu rc , "jj.t i t i.ng hened. il: z Jo~fDln̂ - rtt^c1--;

..i lit K:- i t r r.irflt.ld^ at lr. ,sl icworcr' .l; ' -^t^r-aulc. On -J Pobrv. r;

ilie jTii'st; :,.-%~vc;>t ir.r ..rCs, »I r l j in t io . omin,,, nir.e J-171^ of tlie

7tL Oro^* led "J; Detail* Ejirai.e too*' of-? i'ro. 8ia. Dsrri. X.ic tercet ,

lIt3r.Cr.ri, ". £ Y30 l i e s wa;*, c.t rAjoet tlie Hi a t of ? «- l? |q OJer-ftinL;

rT.oJ.ws. !Tae irs^'Jicr ¥.rr,!; ts;"iacl, "jroviolc a clocx oovsr lu idi

r "v-cr rei3 iavi t in . "OUT; vuidi coatf-ijiocL GO auclt xiir>ale-ice as to ~»uze

lj. - ? 1 .OE L i ropc i j l c . ° J

; r>ftsr Cc vr- :e-of j . , \;l-e»* t-^ J.OI-I, tioxi \,TS Irl-r^vr

vf Cc:., i t T;.^ ret u"O-i "or -' to I'1 p.^"r TUTPULI "ilcr.es.
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U'.'dn. coorcirrted I'tirc"^ £r-<-1 "Lo front, tlit;' concentrated l i re

0:1 Li_rrrLCIr-. ->!.• ,.P, Irnediafce"';- r r-3'': .irsf of £L"\..oe Imrct fro-i

t.]:e 00/0 l\^-. Six r.cn --ere wle to orll out, out ene^r rtlrjae?

continued, to fir^ on tho"1
 T the;* flop led to"i:*tl •G!I<? cnen vr.ter

I-',', ri Tcct 'jeloir. A .Tr/v ,iimt£$ 1 ter tLf :"'lnz,e exilotlcd.

plrce in for lion i t f t,-.:e. 0; Gr->t. ron-li! ?. ctrotiier v^o

. .• neuvsroc ir.to the Ir^d r :"il" VA^.ot? cr; l̂ir-d ii.to 'i=; -ilr.

":r,oo*;ln out one er^ir-e, O • icw c-noJaor, Vjrptiiit r, hi^i-^

o:7;oh oottlc, :.tx "010'.in, ovt tLo h;'drr-alio s™te t . A r.in the .

r>-cdto t-umed. -JIC. oat^ined ? position to -";:P another frontal attp,c~:.

E;1F tirio t:*.o "Ir^ie "Piloted Jr J-t. . i l l i ^ : J . Prlclir.rd, "ho hs.d

r rrivod fro,i; -̂.c s tr tes 3 dc/ r before, irs.fi h i t . I t "our t̂ into

L'lt-jcs r;ao e:c:»locec oeforc ao .:orr tl^ ^ o&e iz-x. Lj,L oeen. c'Jlc to

J:.il out. Zliree ot*i> r ^liaes ucrc r.lso 'JC.CI^ cLr.^ed. jbr

"O'lLlets r i i ea into tr.e "u5.r,o "ar̂ " twil: iii Grp'O. Jope^ii J,

-olcae, "aj.t 3^t. l e i l s Do Si-iaxus rushi"c. TrQ,. t'.ie r:dio roo.a to "cic: the

U îi: irce. fro" i t^ p'.iac':les .Cic- thus scved fee "-Irne. 17s O3.e w.s

r,oriousl" î ,jxu*ct! in fcJds iie-r-dierstr-r, cut in Iietiten;.iit Kroaerptr-d1

crov Pfc Ko ;rr B. Bilyeu r;^ billed. . - c/iine-^iEt li'illets riddled

the 'UE.il fectio. t of asotLex i-1/ ni lotec jy 2d Lt. Paul i:. LintTpe;-,

t IPO e ne;"co;_or to iae Jav; are.*. rJwo —an siiecetded in keeping the

•"Icne on cu even :eel t u t i l i t re?died clout, cover, -ut then,

cu-lit "_>; r i r oorren^G r-ru l)^tvcrin;; ;&1CE, i t je_?Ji to s^in. Eie

co-jl lot , jirj-vig,ator, :n>i trdl 'ixtcr w&iled out, Jut Line so: with.

tho rio of 8<..t. J:i;es 1 Iloudiir^ brotiht the t>l&ne out oi i t s

r,t <-,COG feet, CTiC ^Itlxout ?zi." nnvl^-.tion r ias Qei; i t or.c; to Sin^osrri'f

i^mMSk
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According to t-*e rot wain ; flj-'art, this TOT the oest-esecated

rttf.d: ypt encounters6 in Javi. Since tb.e attr.c: tool: plrce

ccloir en eltitudc of 30,C?*1 feet, tLe rsurrails 3icic. ii. d the ad-rc-nta^e,

r&d t'.e mrod7 nsr M^lilj* r-itfip-avoraDle JjniMicee -niejips hrd "oeon

r.blc to o^ooEO their rvufle of rmrorch almost r t will. 1'lie top

t-jjrotr hpd becii juar'jlc to CQ"r>e idtli liead-on '.ttrd-'R, CLX. tlie .oC-

crlioor nr'c.iijic-' ,_-oa irt the aore of tlio 2-lTz, he8 inp-ufiicient rr^.ge,

r.ltb.oTi£,Ia i t iiro sCiot doH'O, ti:o Jaramese pl^.nnr in tl̂ e dn.̂ -'r, eni^ijer -out.

5Ihree others irera sLot doxii X" conver^in.* fire fro:: top turrets, cite

*;, fnd ..-13 Jims, out thr» cotton trarrels Lt..d 'cesn ineffectual

eaolosive "oulletc into

Befcr.tr uotli on icnC r.ml in tlie eir continued to conilnc Allieo

jents within r:;.rller rztcl r.iialler r,rer,?. It VE.S orinarily

.eec a i r svocriority fliicJ. restricted tiie Â3JA fleet alror.t en-

tirfilj' to niflit opcrpfciontr. Cn 4 Pe'jr^r^, for esrcnle, enac;v r,ir-

crr i t t'rore ur.c. PJI Allieo a;ivt'l thrust of 4 cr^i?ers an*' 7 tee trover

is. Ifecaspfir Str.iits rjit" crriDUPl;." or--ir,'ed. the Ib.r~o?o'.i.cr.L ?XLC Houston.

ir.pt pi, jaes evoopin.: LLO i'ron "bclov to

*"

So,,-ulr.r f i r at trarr ri.-Tln"-t -Jrtvc PXL Sirir.tre, furtlier 'ore, contirmet"

to ^Cattle covia lat&i cmtl Sritirii r.ir ?tren--tL. Adrurr.l Hart

lorrnr-d irii-vb "br 10 Fe'JiU'X," "reprlr a l l of t>c lOri Aev Hiirricaue*!"

raich t'co 3r i t id i /acL "urou-i.it into the :,3D& exec ht d "ooe.v "ured ur>,"

Ca. Irxcl tCio J^r'^ere T,*ero cilvf ncir., nt ra "ca:; pointr l/h-t no

ur-,r, no^siole "ith limited Mlied air resources.

•R
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; e.ie ;T Leli? v'.rt'ir.lly ?J.l ^tr-te^ic rrees In

- orneo rur* del oee» the,* T-Tere rlo"l; eliuixr t in- n. couivreoufi

Auftrrlina .".rriso^ .'t A.̂ OOJL, c^C the ir.crer*sed to.1'O of cir raids

on Pale.'ocr/' -trrnefl of an er,rly :.ove a- sinst Su.ia.tra. *Ixe J n e

ss-fcraa: on 1'i r»*arvL--r;r tiJiei. ap^ro;:ir.ately 100 -plrxos fleu in over

the P&lsabca ' r.rea pjad dropped so re 70J •or.rnciiuije troops amecL with

lij-iit ..ortars and 5u."acu.aaine Ŝ XLS. A Dutdi force of tvo "arittalioris

W'.z sufficient to thi/rrt tLis rt-Lei.nt to seise fcho rJLrsielA, out

ou the follo\dri{; dr;-, tlie^ hcA tine Oiily tc destroy the oil refiner-

ies? before cnci;' troops, l&ntled i'ron so:.ic 40 transports, had overnn

ooth t,ie totm find the nirfieleL."

The ^itu^tioji, co Tilicstefi t>r siisorrxole breather, uatrusti-orthj1-

nr.tive^, and noor connzxicationF., '-lecni'e :iore &nc jiore confused,

between 3 one 10 TVuru-j1;-, for exnjnle, -u-^ircl ar-rt lost trrc'- of

d 1" ucr tl".",i; i t had -nved idthont

Sucb. a lrck of cooraiiiatiQ^ C?XL

o*L',iiaicatIoar faci l i t ies

:c hed "aocome EO

n. rJ.r con ia.10., md uip

cotice fro:i Lciforjxr to ^and

'̂ e ejr?l-"inod in ^nrt ~oim

av<iiliole. Indeed, the

th'.t in cerifin inste^ices converpr iions l i tera l ly Iiccl to be carried

on in fouale t?J.': as i t ivap >ai.ovni thrt a l l vixos *«;ere ta^ed . S'or

the flyers the.irolvee, Iiouevor, tlio veatli^r continued to oe the

->ost frurtrctiit ferturo. ..:etvesn 9 raid lb Feliru'ry, exclusive of

re00nnrip5as.ee, _"erx.y, r̂ tCi courier J l i . l i t s , "jl^jies of the 7th and

19th Groinc -coo'r of2' on 13 sessions irL%'olyin.£; 70 ^-17'r; and u LJ-QC'

SECURii
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Of these opsr'-.tioai, 10 '..lesions of 51 jjlciXier. were iorced to tturn

uca: oefore tlie;," had reached the target oirinj to <3torns or i'.nene-

tirc'ole fOj'js? and clouOs.

Cf the ilrja.es vhicli actuall" readied the trxget crept, fev

coulo clnir en;' real success. Oa 10 jTebru. r;r, 3 LJ-^O'C too": off

to "ooa-io rji alrcrrjTt carrier reported ox^ southern Oclooes. Tiro

-jlrziez 'OOSOG& the trj-cet, "uv.t results \Tere •uncertain. Tv/o drys

Ir-tcr, 11 ~>-i7's "jon'oed a nisaJcr of caenjr sliros in the vicinity

of I^.cassrr. .1 van results vexe mieert^iu, out one flight of tliree

•"l-̂ xtes ''oelleveCi fcey hi t t 'oozJi.ll ^i//.,* b-17's 0.1 1̂ - 7eora%r;r

©cr-rcdod rn jxrer- aer.r t!).e itlt^cf of i.rci5Icr , jut tlio cor.voi" vuiclj.

Lnd beej, reported t lere cotilu not "̂ e Zoxiw. On tho

itO''evert live 3-1?'« uiu find -i^Ji:' ghiis of5, jralen'osn?:.

rro.i S^, OJ loot» -ti.e;>* scored o_*.e -lit or. "̂ a auxLli^i-;* vessel raid

;.n.oiher ?a r. cr-jiser. I^i" sxicooss WE.? nr-tdiecL oxi IS r y

6 i-171 ' i'le^ r t an altitude of 3,wuO feet oej.:er-tii storey clouds to

oô k.' cii.i:i"»ia in t>.e "JJJI loenrin iiiver." iu.totin.tic v/eayon fire

ivozi jelo'«" ripped into the pltzis!:, uut 00^JS vere droned scori-ig,

Itits on 1 trruj.s->orts ami ? oerg&ft; w.dle frn-jrients frorn their own

Jo.'Kre I:it tL.c lo^;-ilyin-; 3-17'r. "

•ilie failure of the hepvy LO,Coe?s to "ore^"' un Jr îMiPso Irntlin^c

1 I/I l i ; !itc6 r. c r i t ica l rlturuicEi vhich h?tf 03tr-i::ed since enenj- pir

rttrc'rp U">on Jr.v;; had become .- tV-M;* occarro:ice. Jho relentless

cresoerdo oi' «Itoi:e t i r roic-s l>routlit ,TI êr.!4? fro " Cenern.! -^rctt for
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no re reirc'orce 'Cirer. Incused J;- tLe f i rs t vce'~ i; r ea ro .^ tlie

i'^icricjrj. co.n rri1 rc-nliseft t"~ t If r-.-ticlrcrrcft, ircr-'.ft vrrisia :

ccui-Moat, 'jad pursuit TU'-a r̂ did not ; rrive soon, Java wold be-

oono untesrjksle i'or lie vj~ jo-'fooxf, r~c- i t ITT; oonrlc'ered necoesor?-*

to iir.'re T>1'>L,C. to ncet V&Li cor.tir!' enc;*. Colour?. 3r^d7 vrs iliso"tc\c

to ;r«;e r. co> nXote i~uive;;r of fnc i l i t ie r , r/c^ilier, rjM* rrua.itloac in

BtiT'̂ ?,, fz.d G-erorcl '.rues v: s directet3 to rsncer r rciort on sl.rlljr

conditions in Anctralin. If northern .-jurtrrvlir1 uic, 3-jrnn ccoJ-o "JO

CLCVCIO-JCCL into -o:fnrful oaser, :,.reti;, Jrerefco^, r^d jrac.t-- oelieved

xh"t tlier dfht rtil?, oe In a ;oorition to cut osT the eriended enen:

lirios of oo- •r.juicrtio.a.''""

A principt-1 vt-£:ners In J j vr ' r ccrcnfec coixtinueC to JS tue

1: el: OA ;. roi'flcieat ii"tu,u:r oi ~tirs"ii"u rJU-erift. .itioiit r,a*foits

to nrotcot i.ir ICSPC, t.'.e i*er !Iie:.v;' JO'UCTS, i-Vici contliaucu to oe

forriod over t-xC Atl"Jitic exit I'r.ciiic raiticp, . r>" t:o ^JG"; C Ipr^e

-;rrt of tlacir ti:»e in ilirin- i'ror one fielc1 to ruotlicr In order to

rvoiu enair r.ir rriCs. Indeed on severri occasion1" tJe ?on"jur

Con..r̂ ic. ordortd tjc he-Tries to £1;,' UT ^X." tO'.'.i ^/c corpt si"T3l;' to

•et tie". O'IJ." t-ie t'TO'iinc. '.Loii bLer.e fllj l i ts coutinuea for 5, 6,

T'̂ 4 GTC2L ? hours', sone flyers wondered xd;r they could aoi Ii'ive

Cr-irricd "JO-.JC 'Ht r t te '̂ tet1. to tLron tlien on r trvrjet. A jiis^iou to

.-?.li'*D'~t ii, I t ',TS j"elt, ' ovl-O. liT.vp ta:pn :.o ..oro I'uol ra.d \ro"uld

^-vc Ivd fj.:* rioi-e trii'^A^ reculvt tli--i c cor-rt nr t rol . ^ e ; veil

A: rr ic r± -rarf-uitr, s t i l l LinCic-T^et <-' innt onir.to :i"i
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fc 2ilitir>c ^rxi ->oor ccmr.nie-,tiorjr, vorc t*ie> selves out In frecuent

•*• t rn l? rzic . t to Tfcod isiterce-itioris. On 10 Tcorurr; OLL!;J 15 out

or "*•_• *-—,-J1^ in Jrvr vcre In co.rJ.Eru.on. Tor JJ cirys these -tlciies

:r.& carried out ~vlrol i l i . J i t s over the Socxabnja area end had :-one

or, missions '-IJ.ch, i j . rcv'.rt*.! crsrer, resulted in tLe interception.

ol" iriendl;, p l rzes o^drit, to i tvolt t lid or / tion i,uicu lied oo-ic over

the '/oriiiiur uaivaxlt. '2e oaly j.e^ital contrct r i t l i an or-s,;-- forr.G,-

feion occurred on y j?ebr>i r^ vhe:i i i r e UlOuS (OOFS, "."illiai^s, Jccrsor.,

i L t " ii.~ TIO; £j.ot c.o\za one of a "reL'jrn foracTiioj:" of lo

uort^ of Coerr.or..jr. " b

r.^ter th.Ir pa r.e\vui, t!*o rrr ivr .! of .xlne nore IJ—3.J1?

~\ "Turg'dt stron/rfclt to bO ^Itnos. jn.ltlxo-c.Kh tH:Is v?s

r eo.isicler.'vilu reinx'orce :a*.t, i'tf , ct ir-l l , ' renro^o; ted tZic ' r r iv ( - l

3i o«Iy ..0 .-•cr cent oi" f, scries o^ ?,ircrr.ft u'.lcL I r.d lef t U'r^drx

^ df"~ i.exorc. Z-io author i t ies iw I - r ' l n LLX\ ̂ c-.e^-iloc. tvo i l l j . i t s

vo ler.vc i-vctr. 1\?, oa. - ; nc 10 rr.'ora r , \ "I.c f i r i t n c to conri^L.

OJT 1 !Ui-.Ti, ." ]-—'-' l", izii.c ,i-*?«lr-, C e Ir-i'uer "^eii! tin. f i r - t of

»1 e ^7til tJrov}1" D"1 dire ^ouuon to ^e •orc,'''^ec. for coi.or-t, - " i

I j : -in In. t e i-'^o :,ftsr^0 3ii 01' the --tli, 1 .0 ilt.^.e^ proceeded

Ci .ar. Cue t—CO, piloted 0.- Iwj. • . jf. riclicr, c

to :e"- a -If,ii blie

e l l ,c

rti]! . onl; tlie ei, ".tt ^-<

co.nDfltl: sLut out i^c

^ for

-i;' tlie t ine the LIjcr.*,tor> :io\;

3rf"u re: eliea Li'.or, L.rra;>i,oru.l ff.o

jid, orJ i t ""."- icrccd to rcfurn to
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i'n-ijL. Che i ' -O'r left to fend for -hc&colves, could Lot- fijad

i.'.jle XioleLr,, ruaa, rxviin^ out of crn, rerc r l l lop t in cras.1

. Ilonmiiilc i.jo- three A~1/1T, s t i l l flyin , steadily towr.rd

'2'I^.OT, ^aceet'ded in rescuing Koepang ovinj to the s'-cill of one of

tho •nllofc'3, Orpt. .iSdvf.rd IT. 3ac'nir,, ^ vetwr^ui flyer ilth. 7 years

"irevioun experience in GOJ^-erci^l .>.ir l ines. As tlie EM:.11 flit-^.t

c,*ic in to the tlrfielc., A^ietralxoc. tun;ir.j.rcrt.ft ^nuiiers opened op

on tli-5 "jaf"-',,ilX' r „-!-,-.'« , cerloucl, u'1:̂  ad ^a'ruc1 ijlane, c^d

tured anDtkcr in sever'I pieces. Cn tlic f olio1 xnrj u^-, "Ĵ C :ut liap

0.1 to Jr-ru, D-at ihe oiL^r t'-o returned to '£?xirin. ~co.fh.vT tlirt da;.-

seened to f.vrar fl;~lr,t ; so cuotker flight of nine r - ^ j ' s tool; of'i

i'ro i £ ndii cnu r.ucceeuctl in rc^cuin/ CocrcJ-ajr- on the l l t l i vit-iout

v -ili^.07- \;&TC i— .eci, tel;- Incoi"oor; ted into xko 17th.

roji ci*c i*l. ecu aider xLc Int croc'tor ^ .̂xx'.rX. Lhe

r of the tOth £r-a*,dron r-l'-o joined t:ic 17-Ki Jtiirdron, r^d

O.'.ttrln L:-JIO "DGC:.:G Ilr jor C-irr.^ic'F e-ccn.tivo officer, .i.1^ a -unit

the FC-U .".roB. v'.r. veil or^aulccd, out rel"i.ior.s ' l t h ,-i^her echelons

•*erc s t i l l not c l e - j . )o."nle'js coort'irtrtion hrd i.Dt occn c.ciiievsd

Let:;ec*i ncv^jCrou hocdrv^i'tcrs ci.̂ . the Lcich iuTjerce^tor control

or. ^iisatior-, for crcr.nli,, ilthough ti*o lutch officers r.nJ 3. X'utch

rr.dio Cotril vcre r_tti,aied to the sciU'wron, •;: ircil l tr-te ->roner

l i .iso-i. Sir.jjiie I re ..ri3e frtji "icat rule: i ts to jc t ter the situ tio.2,

."it r. 1 ch oJ l^cr^ft '"Titin. • r,r.;. co.i^'onication', ecm;-tcnt U".c CJ.

SECURITY
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EESTElCTEft
f?

.rricL O:, 1 rcl, OMJC _ot i..rarove.

*iii r t t c .n t -«a l^ro. i 'c t£v: ."file I cab of ulv Interceptor Control

or^c-drr^ica, 10 -evi-r, i"-,? .cde u;- ;-•!;.cin.j . . - j . „'. r . lilies" in

co. J. ̂ _. ou lo . c o r i r;-.

At kiic ti.;o, uic l?tli SfurXroji l/rs ^reor.rint for Ife? f irst

"vjor ofreixPi're .ir,eior_. A fli , li. of j.--<O's v;;vs vD cf-rr;* out r

vJii c,jcuts I r-ci. 'bos;! ,«a.ic it Jil-J1 1 erdour-rtcrr In ..caidoent, rxd

, Z.ivj

'̂ sijLKel, "]"£L.ec, EG^.IO.1, "ja,t I.uo'tlc;') li",ci i"lo-.^ to l. 'Cice::, 7J d i e s

"cct of •3o"rrV:i'-, lor "^leir 'oau ?opc. ^ftcr Jcinc* locced -ritli

JL'OUT ?"-*^.lo^rcj. JO /or, the olcju^s C-ej .rtcc Tor "r^rvir , o"5 ^iles

lartLer to Tlî  vept. X.'re tl.ay vpre Joined V \U jor Jii-r.̂ -vis, ar.d

on 17 Tcor-a-i*" d ^ i t ^--'O'^ (."-ac"-''.er i-r-ci crp-c *ea a~> in lar,cl^- ,-.t

"i'-'irvia, tool: 0'2Z _'or r :?L--, die hop cero"- tlie Jr//ri So.-\ to

irr.lt11 KJI ;. C'ns v , tLer vr.s f-.-/or?,'ule L'or this :dssio.i, jut LeforD

tj.e P—-O'r l".r,; rir-died tae tcr^ei , six Jr";;Ji3£e d?-u;"Tj vjjrraH;

ol-no? iiii-3r3e^itcu the _v;,eric:.n i l i t h t .-r.o uroice i t ~J$. ^ r r / i i e ,

-aser, .i-jnllu.,, rait Krasel oi.cu sliot dG^̂  rai eneuy-JI'^IC, '̂ ut

onl;~ .Mioae; , 'ZX^-ex, axiL hc\jL.oa iov^'av tueir \.vi/ tl-ro'^Ji to tue

tr.rcet rrer. -'jia. co.^Ielud civc-'oojoin^ CJXC str fin^ ^ttaciis, "o

A.eriorxi ^I'-^cs "ere lo;.t, i nt *a;- 1^ rc":ru r;r all LrcL smelr rGturr.ee.

to uiielr Jt,pc r.t _r/oro.**"J

SECURITY INFORMATION CONF1DENm
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HP.

_iic eccepction of vlrt-ac.ll;." ever" Ftrotejle ">olnt on Suit-atr^

3j' tlie J.fl-trrse together 1TLt!i •cLeir si..ultr_i.oo"a^ F.c.vrJice tovcrd

J vr, fro.i t'_G e." ~$ ijcr.nt &'-t V.ert t ive tM\^ets were nov.1 iritliis.

rjji'-c of jL'cricon'rarerltB snL t i r e so-idcrc. Etc Pc.lsnjcik; JLsfion.,

ultlioali i t Ire prole JI;" not up cot PZI~/ (T"ofjiese -olcn oi action., hnd

t-lcon'-trrtec tl.p -ooe^iuilities of lo^r-lovel ,/btnc':. Unfort.•Lately,

^I.c UflJLt "uort enl~y-.ee to cr.rr;r out such ~i<riorLP, tlie "7th CTOUTI,

"Ciicli Ivd l e i t -ihc TJaitccL ttetep over <J uontiE "jefore i;itli 3?

A-T's , Tv".r net ret renty to piece r.?l i t r -nine*, :L± cormt. C:ae

lourdron, J-'Ovcrcr, the iJl-t, -":.!? rcr.£.?,-, r r i OJ T1 reT>nt -r-1", tlie

u","1 r tcr 3'̂ vut in j r c r j s li-:cL ,-irrivea In Jrvr T'itli one ^-TC, 11

obhers lier,a.eiT- OUT: over JJl e "L;or Sen iro,: L n t , Aa. T/J-̂ O ,J-aided

JIAC^ to ,;oe-\'ja/, there on fcio foll^ria.,' dr;- the;- civided into

Jli.Ti'ir raft Lcic'ed lor J 'T?- over cit^erent ro-a^es, one fllflit f

"j-c --; ' of :>!". .M.t" t / r O'o'ier vi. *,v'in/r-ooc, DO&iba. At " i * a i p

ô ie A-3>, crr.c'cecl ^T, uut "ay tlse I r te afternoon Lj,e other 10 plnaes

hi-0 arrived. 11 c uet' airdrome oeLu ; "ouilt ct I.odjol:erto, Jev: ,

t.j-oroxi^f.tel; 100 . .UPD uest oi .'rl^-iit

"lie ,-,iri"ield va,s belli;; constructed t'Lers ti.ere iorierl;/ had

*u<?a.i o^ll" rice f ields. So"..o l ,%t r.ativor co i isr.clcd "a;- tuo I'Utc î

of-Tioere hrtL 1c id r J;I?C of a"-fwoo ,:attiur=" O"sr L.'ie «-o; ~ fields

».nd ju-io covcrru t \ i s i'i"lj. 3, 4-IL.CI. l-^-rr of (iri>. LiTi^r conditions

oc i'.e >T^O ;;c-rc "lo"tcjit, for tbc lutch "DO""'"*e in the r w , opened

«*""ir hD'.ep to the .norioc-i". . Dt sir.ee ti.ffl" lift lef t the United

SECUftli
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Str te i iif.ci tLe;" onioj-oc saclt u occ jr tLc, ox "'ao<L, QOC1 '.'Iiir'rc;-",

•aoa 'JCI>.- ' I.jslv-ted iTit.i tuese It-rir-cr '•a<- i-jr-s of „ or 'cr co .r-tes

rrto ii'c jec.i loft "oeiiinX in tl;e ^i-iliTj-iter. C'ae 01 tlie f i r f t ~ier-

'•ciiiS %o Teet tiiO'i e,t * VI Joker to vrr " t . 01cu,i;"Qot Ste Iie.irca of

w-c lHth Sny; cron, "?th 3i*OCT, Ho rcosrteo. ic;.v ''^olor.ol ""c-*.ce,

- i l l Ja.-ix.':tt McAfee, ¥$te Ze.io.GT, ?\J.C Zl'l <"o- t Ct^i'ford,» c-11 of

fci-c °?tia Crow"), era "berax eyrO'-rtcu iroj i-aroa o;-. ^UL irri.^e, i.

c lUMei of duties tltroujho'at tlie a i r co~^xa-d in Jr,vn.

jilnaelf "aad oeen hoo-oaoin t l t h the Javanese princess

rJid Dutcu isj^;'" ui; -t.l.-s'1 e-uu, r ; s in t. •"•otitloi. uo do sii "'""a

lou ia. ot^ir^ tCii/i^" Cone." Le r,ras ^.ot <. j l a , ^ouever, to

pufficioat crar-lified : ecar-aicF, f̂ c on"1 r >vo vere -vailnole. For

the ne;:t 4 IUTS, u'iCrcfore, ^ilot^ f̂ n" im^erp -;oric?d o.a "Ibo " 1 : :

r r " o'jJiiorliT?;1 *̂or the ro"; i r oJ ot^cr", r».c n. rscor.c was lor t when

i t 1'rded in So^r-jfjr. b?y, "cut on 19 ~o'arx:.rt', sever* r.rrived -\t

* J -n • rcit. vci'o i..cor~or'-trc into •c.ie 7 j;?.',o,r "1:1 nd.

Tie A-?^1- : rrivci? i t c ti..c vaen tlu-1 Jr-iriiore T-crc on the

rfvrjice. 'J in orr^cct^d ^vr i t ••, -?ln?»t J T-- : ro" t i p nr*t J^r "•'f1 1.1:1.

Jac r oa'cor? inC .i*-Trralif "ere corj."astin - w\tero~z* " i r sveo-?F over

tli£ itl'MO of .,"11 ruC over J r° i t se l f , ?if on l i T'eoru.>i-; r strong

enc iy force Iracin": 0:̂  l c l i srioedil^ ovcr\;">,el:.eC. Las ^irl'ielv_. ^hs

J - ^c"-0 i ; U s of .> c l-t*a cacvrreL )eforo Swi-iie1 ' f l i ;it of

^ - 4 J ' C L"a rct"xr ea fro . V<e P; lo~ urja;" ids^ion, jut "sjie re binder

of xlie ffur'lroiA, led 0;' li,, A ^Tjlir^iiel 11. Jlr^ton, intercepted one
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of tLe c-nc,™ svesns carried out b;, uint JO "jers escorteci "j;- rursul

JX 2itor.» ^'v^ne:/, jILnorc*. i nC Irvin eaci c.:ot down e. joraoer, and

.ic-iji^ ocstroroa i ""arsraiiJ ~>l'.n,e. In t"~e oil,"a an-rjz ô ,e r-40 VS,S

los t , jut l*os i l lo t , I t , ' 'orrie 0. Orlowcl?,, pnr^chutecl <*r>tTel; to

21:p f i r s t Allied Pt,ri3:c «-, must Jr-i-nrse sHi-ooinf off t i e ielp

of .,r,li U:*F crrrlod cat 'oy Hhe 3or.oer 3on*r^t. BjTin- tho j m i n ^

of 13 Fpjr-i-r" bl.c 7tli f-nc l&i;j, Crorns carried out six strides in-

volvin»- 1? ^- l? 'e rr. G L3-o'.>'«s fro'1. :.rl-ja md ::- cLioen,,tLe l e t t e r

red dertroror? t>rc" xr> a he^vy -creea of -jatlrircrr.ft f i re , na.d

cnc:.;* -urst&^r r,ti;r,c':e£. so -e rc i ' Le-atl, t V t or.l;.' cl -lit liê .v̂ - "oo-ibers

£o~\ ht ;̂*oLr "LT tliro-urlt to oorao ihe tr-r^ets. 'jlieir rmis i.-ere

cr.rrie£ out ,'t r^titude? fro:. o.CCO to 33, O feet. B-17's at

' ,0 -0 cmv'i nt 1'i.roO fe^t scored * I t s on ivo e r a s e r s \;.dle "bo.i"3s

Cro > ed fror. 17,f SO t^d ?3,' CO fe-t err TO. livo o.ertro7e:*c. (J.\ro

sno.'av oMTTiits rcrc sliot dovm, rxc. a l l ju'erican oorfoer^ rct'orned to

lir.'-c, rlthonf-li feLe l i - ^ j ' s rere ordl,, d,v,ir,_ed fro1 -Tars-ait att^c'.:.

'er^;Xle r.t .irl'xt1* tiie ^1^1 Sou^jjrori, s t i l l vr~iiln; to t r " out

i t s cJ.v© "oonl»ers OK, ene-Jr phip ^int';, UT,P li'vlr.£ sIis.cJ.es cjid rclmters

xor Datoh "oojiue rd^Ti?toc on tfi.e -nl?nep. U;' noon, jorus vpre loodsd

or five A-?'-'<• v .ich rare in reretiients ari on -c\ro others which were

out in the cm eat, " irce~oxfjcters of an hoxc later! t-ut E'ir raid ^irr:

co-orded. Sir.: .err TJIC i>.l-a'~hf,, \LP •oilot1' of the
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uore ordered to ~et tapir -il-jnes of! tlie f ield, ziiC- so i.itli tli

,-aciiepc, l / s ^ t . K. A. IJhrtnsn raid Pvt. D. S. !!rcl:£.7, the;- too1; off.

At t a i s ^ o i n t , r ccor-in;- to the scircirou hi- tor : , "G-rlusIirt called

to S-i" 'err r.z.6 rs':ed, 'Shr.l!! i7e <o over .ir.li \nj rjid see vlirt ve cnr.

peeV Smr'crs *;r.3Ti.-r full ire31 \ixrt G->",lu"-ir r s tlii.J:lnf

reolieu, 'You're the IIPJSX ' 1 th J -rife r^c1 !;id, "le-'r ro . l ! l

flycrr GixofvlV^ ilex- *jet',;eea t'.̂ o Ir^err of CIOIIL aiiu thus

ueia; Interce 'ted o; enerr petrols . Arrlvin,, over 3r l i at 11,500

foot, t: te;' shotted eevor;! J;CTriiose s-dps ant1 went into o. dxvo,

Cb-lur.I..'- pettiiv hi? id3-':e-faift pijlits on i trrjic^ort cu*t>. Sanr,err. on

' crji^er. At COCO f eot, tlio;* releaceu tac "oo;,:*bp. Direct Iritp

i?ere scored J;' CO-:ilot'TDJ". uo.nas on "botli sliirss, but the one bOJ-

IdLlOfaTaa oon'o vhicL eacla carried seemed to iVJLl sliort. Apr), re-itlr,

Lovever, Uiosrc 'oounced r r ins t tLe shi-^e -t-nCer T<c-ter, end •c'jY'g re -

-,ortoc. ; Loua"- 1' jor t""-.t tr.'ms"3i"s r^.d cruiser LEC been SJIL-:.'"^

CL. tue ?o,';e dr,y, 1- TGAVCJ r. , tiie <T ̂ -.nrre br;.d Ftruc": ?t Jrva

•-•ota fro;! Tjl'p er?t r;ic; t".:c -rCKt. 11. t^e \-crt, ,r-0 pne-iv - ^

roTcc. over ICuittensor;- i irdrorie e^rly in the r^ornin",

^ trar-f-'ort -OI-JIOG CJICS. •»> ̂ u^tr-'li'-ui or -riti"I. irLidsone on the r-round.

Z-t^r J?x.doeii" vrs h i t J;* n:iotin,r iomntioj, of £0 "ilr.nee. Dutch

E-jits too': ofi1 to intercept, Ci~/e were sliot (.o\.ii, rad t\*o li-17'e

*iurt srrived i'ro ; tiic t'nited Strtes v̂ rere t-c^tro^ed ^n the rroTi3id,

.'- e r i c .1 ",irrvi.tr lire, AZVC ^VJSCC^ ^ i,i^c ,H, J, raies^ for . ^ion of

escorted ">?;* TurpiiiT;" over . 1-n , ~rooa"ol;j ishe srwe f l i"ht

SECURI
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Tliicii Tir»ci. E-:s.t SiJ-i-orp aco -al^glir on •choir .uscio... !>*o f l i ' h t s of

tile 17i.li SOJ; oron "bro",:e up tlie oo-uiii^ fonictiou vnilc t̂ ;o ofcHer

'11 u,t" intercepted tie pursuit escort. Tox,e of the "boilers ras

tZxoz CO'.TL 1A ; mriouc en,,j.fe:icnt \'liicl* earned, ->u.t Lj».e, •lalior.ey,

, - . ^ l i ,7.e crai de îirsyeeL r «ero "•5'art;'uit ^l:xie. Eiree ^-40'?

lor t . Li. ^icjzzh. £'. ' ' ielcs r«.s ^illoO., uut G-ilr.ore or,Iied

54
ox' Ids j)lrue r.uccesriull;-, ijad lilrjiton o".Ct]'ec" in c crc-siu l i

cdr attpc'ze were r.vidly ""ir^uin; aoTrn tlie iU-licd a i r

/orccs triw

OA Ja-v, oi IS re"i5nvrr L;-,& cero-i^Lrcted tli; t no Allied Jaee in tho

1'olJi^rlf-mT II- st Indioo CQ-JIC n^T "cc coi^icerod snfe fron eae::jr

.••ttfic'.:. On "Lite ecu i>", I.^u-'.'ij., v i t r l CITT I7 "ooint for ell opera-

tion? in t!ic IndieF I'ss cttatf^ed ra.c i t s fu-olr ^e^iots and doc':

aj-cilitles? virtnrll;'" destra^ct", Li-ce the deptructive rdcE uurinp

tl.c firr^ Cr̂ 'T oT tLo K ili'O"dKe O'j"1 '! '.., J'-jr-nesc success at Ian "In

co'ilf JO explained o;»- ̂ , co '̂oir,,; tiati of cle\-er o;\e:i;- tcc t ics , Allied

'anr>rco rotLaesE, rj_u .jurt ol.-,iu O'-.d Ire c. Sue J i r JOCI-CI ; t I elaoiai'ne

,.-d cl-oscu 12 Felrru r r ,'.P ilio tic" for a icv iurF-dt "cuiit, tl.e C5d

l-"or£-oit Svo^Lxcm (^I'ovinior.;,!) , to sot out iop J.^VP. At OJC'J iJ.3ie

J?- i (s co:xrn0.ed "u; ii-.i. i'loj-a Jr't1!! "uoo": of." ^ro > rundi.. ..oiore

ro.iehinr -ir.oi*, I.o^rever, tl-r;" r ta into nidi fierce "tor.^r. tl:at they

\'cre iorcec'. to t'orn TJ: a:, "'.on. tlic^ t rrivoC over ."JI .JLliecl orse

jierr I;r\,lr,, r o l l ordered r. -o(-,rt oi1 Ms i l l Lt tD -oftrol tl.e ; i r f ie ld .

rcl of ilie "ol"-irf5 w-vizxcO ct 15,C ' fe^t, t" ere-ore, ?r.cL the

ftUT'imjsmffl
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At j',iirv "o'lni, i~ "uric;.' urr.J.^- 'v~ received o~ J-vv^icce r i r

c r : - t o~frct cl.in u "or^t I r l? J , rone CD .iler m i " . Before other

dotr.il e coulC J? c?,cort'-i.:cc., ,3- c-vr, LI c i\ cio I'reracttc; vcc

5** . >ea. r'ol"1 , i 1 ,cc.i ,tol. ordering cr t r r n tn*. :*• re ,oved M-Q ~

ti.c ^—"-Olj5, icC. -KLC into ot'.c r l r . At r.p^rcnd uteV, 10<Lu, ,1 \x-ve

r-^i' tir. t of Q-xr 70 V.^e-J? t ive '̂ i<- ...ediii;.

, :. so,:e Id *a±-s?a.',t " l - o F, ;~)>rarod in i'.xr d i s -

Lc-ies _J.J SOOJ. ';ei-c fcliorox-.-!;" r.-vjjr. t in Lra^'ia1", ci-ouced J.cr'oor,

w-e ri.rcj*c;ics, '^0 CM 1" ccpotr. I. t o:lrl-eF.i" fol lor ia t l i r at tec":,

'xo-lier '."'" crrriod out "JS r- recorX \trve of C'- t;,*TC--7 iioujers. d o

cm!;* OT'oritioii '•lich tlte o i l ie r coulC bl,ro'- : .•J.̂ -sL t , i p ovcr"iel -

ii. Torco .?i nor.rl;- ICO erids* r l rc r - f t voro "., *or A'OXI'P nrtinetically

£c" ^-'-40'". One Brter rcaotlier they *.rcrc shot CLOTTI. 33. Ltg. Joim

G-. Gflover, 1̂ -x H. 7iec';r., P.ooert P. ^o'!aj\on, >Jrt E, Jace, .infi

l l l i r r . 7. 'V l":cr ".̂  !.?.<( oijt of i-IocH pa plrr.es ivrwi readied the

« rcGiiQ r".fel". But 3d 1-t.s. O'rtarles "'. !"xi£>-.es, J-.d: ?. Peres, cud

Zlton S. Peri-;* rere ':i]letl, rr.t P^ll -ii^fo?.!1, r-ffcox r«.il:ir.t'; a rnnoer

of citLcidcvl r t tao ' :s , «'-lro lor.t I"Ac l i f e . O.d; ?& I t . "o'jort G-.

"^ecerCetf In "jrii.;-ir., in c ^il\L'i;--uiictiirGC'. 4.-4.) to -

S?..o defc; i, "r<: orurhir.^.. In t

irci* i'c ' oro s.o'u fo\", , aot jr.C

•'Hot?. _r t la tckit ion to tlj.e 0 ?

'.llio? lo ' i -1 iltu ro^F , " . - - '

j-.a > a j j sea's i'ro 5 to 1C enc .;-

r core L'or ii.e-r'criencecl .*_ ericxii

-<-.' Cottro.'cc i.i tiis a i r , il.e

id 1 I«—.̂ : oa the _ro*xid. I\irtl:er-

n c ivi l "tr&rrjr.e v t r r -aCl," --it,

-RES
StCURlf
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i LI" ,'11 +.t.,'-,i . v •j-cctx-o,-o«l. .WJ.-. -lore Iv.'raa ''a^ crcrted. iii tl*o

..- r'jor. I.',rce *v ridcon suJrr, *". o •savjir-Qri ^J-j^r, t i e - ersLif^at-

-*:-i U-££U i*£l.t c-it" ulia tiBTtro^er ££i,Jw to/oil-er \i.tl tur<-e or four

of-"]? Alliou 6-il^s verr sU(i:, "in" _- .ore -."ere uj>dl; d,.,^,_,etl. Joui'jt

\ l t l* ceorlo ;ji.> rcaCerir. ; i t iL^ar, ol- Cor ;- ^ - ̂ nu^c to eo.'io. r.ic

cl t : ' it-o"1.!1
 *\A ; 1 .or J. in a T-XIC. 'JO , -Jiiic tionr \o oilier r.rcre

i-. i ueen di^atcatf , *jo;ao^ ĥ -d C3TO.:CJI " xor ria.", r îc f i rec in naa;

pfctionf co'jlc not ^e e^tiiifmsliet. _.",o "i ;-Iflc:..icc oa tVls or.e

Certractivo r r iC, L ^ c v r , i s r;?.rp •;]. ;A C JI "JP "\I ^c^teC "a;" ,' nere

l l " i of i l i i . c Cc--i,ro;-ou. Pcr\5,-^ i3i-c iL-n L"^ o-il:cr sir. 1c event,

!fc h"s»;c;ir;' J. '." f r l l o:-- J TO. ' cirij'orcG-.^-tr fr-2 i t^e 1. clf lc '-ere

t iorcrr .^reor:^ rerc -.i or.ce izl'.ps. J; A,.ntr.'J.i..ii nut'.-oi-:

3.: <jorio"arl;' co^rtrncteo, jv Au^trr^icJi 'at „,.eric;'Ji f-r.̂ 'inecTS r t

10-'- -lie ijttcrv:,1c ijj.rriu iro • i.\. ̂ tii. ' crc ortLorcd ceptro^cCL. Z

thir t l -o, the Te r of ra IIATSIOX, oi1 A'lctrrAii. '.as -ca;aoTi"ut3cll;r

C.D6OjK.ilialni i\ ctsr in -ra^trrli'v- polio", r^L i t u^.Zr^jtedly l:cr.p"

r tcclrion, rlTr^a;- -aiidoi.' coa^iCcr t ioa, to ' itlidrt%u a l l A .ericc

*"ir el'S.icjitr fro' olieir 'irecarioas >or,ition in J'-vr-.*3
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Chapter VII

TE2 EViLOUiii'IOu OF JAVA

32ie destructive Japanese raid against Darwin on 19 February

clearly pointed to the possibility tfc .t the Allied forces might be

cut off in Java. She American command in the A3DA area had been

aware of this danger for several weelcs and had oeen laying plans

to avoid such a catastrophe by evacuating their units. In prin-

ciple, General Vavell concurred with the opinions of his American

colleagues on the future of the ABDJL command even though he intended

to continue the defense of Java with all forces available. He

believed that the Dutch would continue to resist as long as there

was any possibility of success, that an Allied evacuation would

have a corroding effect on Itatch morale, and that "both Australia

and Burjia should be built up as bases for future operations. To him

the strengthening of Bur;-ia was of particular importance since an.

Allied operation there might help to relieve enemy pressure on
1

Java.

General Brett's views differed only slightly from those expressed

by C-eneral Vavell. He also favored the continued defense of Java,

but he believed that any further efforts there were doomed to fail-

ure* From 13 to 30 February he had made a thorough aerial recon-

naissance of Java. He returned to Bandoeng convinced that the

long, ragged coast line with many strategic tsoints virtually
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undefended could not "be held against aiaphibious tactics which the

Japanese had already tested laany times, Moreover he did not have

cosaplete faith La the Dutch will to resist. He considered their

military and naval forces "courageous and loyal,3 "but in view of the

efforts "being made "by Japanese propagandists, he did not trust the

ntitive troops, and he feared that the civil authorities might "be

willing to compromise in order to save their island. With Uavell's

views on Burma and Australia, however, the three ranting American

officers, Brett, Breretoa, and Brady, were in almost cosrplete agree-

ment. Brett had first recommended, on 29 January, to the "Jar Depart-

ment the creation of a Burma force. In warning that precious time

had already been lost he radioed on 18 Jefcruary: "From this point,

it seems clear that the one chance to overcome the odds stacked

against us is to "build up a rapid striking offensive throu^i Burma

and China toward Japan, at the same time "building un as the slow "but

p

progressive pressure force our bases in Australia."

3rett did not wait for Var Department authorization before pre-

paring for the evacuation of American units from Java. One of the

first noves in this direction was Colonel Brady's mission to India

during the first wee": of February. Brady reported that "by 30

February American, heavy "bombers would "be able to use iikyab as an

operating "base and other fields in the vicinity of Toxingoo and

Ilagwe as advance bases. Horeovar he stated that the British had

guaranteed to furnish pursuit and antiaircraft defense for these

"bases, and dat there was already in Bisxina a sufficient supply of
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bombs and ammunition for 4 days of operations by a heavy bomber

squadron. Ihis report encouraged Brett to consider a diversion to

India of the 3-17'R and 13-30'e bound for Java by way of the Atlantic

. 3
route.

Hie War Departnent agreed, in part at least, with Brett's plan

for future operations. In view of successes in Buxiaa scored by

the Japanese in early February, however, an atteicpt to establish

an American air force there would have been extremely hazardous.

It is not surprising, therefore, that the Combined Chiefs of Staff

following a directive from the President approved the establishment

of an American air force initially to be located in the Bombay-

Karachi -Calcutta area rather than in Burna. A part of the aircraft

for the new force was to to drawn front those originally allocated to

Australia. All heavy bombers, being ferried to the Jar East via

the African route, for ejcaatple, were to be held at Bangalore, while

at least 80 pursuit planes were to be transferred directly fron

Australia. lurtherraore, General Brett was requested to advise the

War Department whether another 80 pursuits allocated to India should

be sent from those already in, or en route to, Australia or directly

from the tTnited States.4

With this relatively specific statement on allocations to India,

clarity of thinking on Par Eastern policy at this time seems to have

ended. In the first place, General 3rett was now apparently devoting

attention to plans for the Indian theater almost to the exclusion of

Australia. On his own initiative, he directed 3rereton to proceed

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

to India, and the latter departed on 22 February, "orsover "fay 20

February, Brett had decided to "send the mass of all troops" and

a total of 160 pursuit planas to India since he considered the

equipment still reminins or expected in Australia sufficient to

meet "present needs." Shis conclusion was expressed to the War

Department 2 days after the Japanese air victory at Darwin of 19

February and a month after the Japanese had overwhelmed Australian

garrisons in l!ev 3ritain and !7ew Ireland in eueh fotfce that a further

move toward the south was clearly indicated. 3rett himself intended

to go to Australia only "for temporary duty," and after completing

"urgent work" there, he planned to proceed to India.

The British views, -which had apparently crystalised since the

fall of Singapore, conflicted somewhat with those of Brett. After

that defeat, Burma had "been transferred from the A3DA command to

that of India, and Oreat Britain had thus lost her immediate in-

terest in the Allied command. She naturally favored the "b-uilding

up of the India theater, and recommended a rather general division

of the Par East into a Pacific area under American control and an

Indian Ocean area under British control. ¥avell himself informed

the Combined Chiefs of Staff that he favored a dissolution of

A3I&G01I rather than its transfer elsewhere, le argued that the

''local defense of Java" could "be "better exercised under the original

Dutch organization, and that a dissolution of the command "would "be

much less damaging to public morale in Java than withdrawal of the

headquarters els^'h4x^'^Ayhou£h Brett was in "basic agreement as to

SI
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the importance of the Indie.-2unsa theater, he opposed the establish-

ment of another comraano in. vhich :jnerican officers would "be subordinate

to their Allies. He bluntly informed the "..*ar Department that

"previous and present difficulties" had convinced him that in any

organization of a net-' theater of operations, "American control must
6

"be insi sted upon f roi£ the •beginning."

American policy on the future of A3DACOII zieanijhile was not

too clear. It actually "boiled doina to an apparent determination

to defend the lletherlands 2aet Indies as long as possible, "but at

the sa^e tice to defend then from some point other than Java. 'The

situation was somewhat siiailar to that of 3 months "before when the

14 3-1?'s oased in Australia were supposed to defend the Philippine

Islands 1,500 to 3,000 miles away. Ihe Butch were opposed to attempt-

ing the same strategy with respect to Java. lit. &ov. H. 3?. ?an lloo'c

expressed this view forcefully to General Marshall on 32 February,

He asserted that to abandon the ABBA, area voulci irreparably damage

the white man's prestige in Asia and would make a defeat "by the

Japanese much more costly "by giving then access to "bauxite, nickel,

and other strategic materiels; and that the £BT>A coranaad, in spite

of a slow start, could wori; well if its reeoraien&ations about

supply could "be followed up "by speedy action. 'Tor Gods sake take

the strong and actixe decisions," he concluded, "and don't atop

sending naterials ./and/ men pending deli Derations as time factor/^/

more pressing than ever.!|7

SECURJl
c_ irr.i
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•2his appeal had little effect irpon Allied policy. Wavell was

directed to dissolve ABDAGQM, and Brett, in spite of Ids desire to

go to India, was ordered to assume coniiiand of American forces in

Australia. Officially Allied policy as explained to Lt. Gov. Taa

Hook was that ABEACOIi had been dissolved because "the territory

involved in the battle is almost exclusively KSI and it wag con-

sidered necessary that direction and control "be placed in Bitch

hands." Van Hook was assured, however, that American land, sea,

and air forces would continue to give full support to the Patch, and

that Brett in Australia was taking personal charge of "U. S. troops

3
seeking opportunity to enter the A3I& battle,"

Although official policy liad been stated, a number of points

still retrained to be clarified. One question involved Irereton's

relationship with the new Indian comnand. On 21 February, Col. C,

V. Eaynes was informed that he had been selected to command a heavy

bombardment group in India. At that time, however, it was not

clear whose comiand he would cone under. It was known that Brett

had ordered General Brereton to proceed to India, but General

Arnold was uncertain enou^, as to 3rereton's movements to instruct

Haynes to report to General Stilwell, in the event that Brereton

was not in India. Another question involved the status of the

Philinnirtes following the dissolution of AiiACOIi. Officially that

area had been a nart of the ASEA area. With the changed status of

its command, therefore, ILxArthur would find himself technically

under a Eutch cosKi&nder. Che forner was assured, however,that

JJES
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"because of his special situation, he would continue to conduct

operations as before, ilore pressing was a need to determine the

role of Australia in Pacific strategy. On this subject, Brett was

cautioned to proceed slowly. He was told specifically that he

should be governed fty ̂ American policy to aid the Dutch in the

Indies, nevertheless the War department was aware of the threat

to Australia and had decided to protect the sea lanes to that point

by garrisoning "ew Caledonia with Infantry and antiaircraft and to

send additional troops, at least one Infantry division, to Australia.

So far as air operations were concerned, Australia held a secondary

priority, and it was stated that "circumstances" would determine

"the extent and nature" of future American air operations in the

9Southwest Pacific.

ASKiCOl. was dissolved as of noon 25 February, and the Dutch

irasedi&.tely assumed full authority over the area. General Wavell

upon his departure fron Java left British officers in charge of all

British forcee still remaining, and Brett and Brereton, both of

v;hon had left by the 35th, had provided for the eventual evacuation

of all American units, tfaarned troops and surplus air force per-

sonnel were ordered to leave "by boat and transport plane as soon as

possible, but there was still a need for Dutch liaison officers

awone Allied forces. The American air force, moreover, now under

the direction of Golouel Bibank, regained to carry out the last

attacks on Japanese forces, which now had overrun almost every

strategic point in the ITethorlands East Indies except those in

Java.10

_SECLJ
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The enemy lending at Bali, which was fairly well secured "by

SO February, was of particular interest to those who were charged

with hanrperine a Japanese invasion of Java. Eb more P-40'e could

•be ferried from Earwin so long as the eneiay held a secure foothold

on 3ali, and consequently it was clear that every effort sho-uld be

siade to discourage the enemy there. Following -unsuccessful attempts

by the 3onber Command on 18 and 19 February, the Allied navy carried

out a cruiser and destroyer assault during the night of the 19th

and 30th. Tava.1 authorities classed this action as "successful"

although, one Dutch destroyer :ras sunk and there were no confirned

enemy losses. Ehree or four hour? after the Allied naval forces

had withdrawn, the Somber Coawiaad resumed the attaclc with 7th and

19th &rouj> heavies performing three strikes which seriously dai-iaged

a cruiser and probably sank a transport. All aircraft involved, 10

B-17's and 3 33-30's, returned to their "bases.

The heavy bombers which carried out these attacks dropped their

bo&bs frora an altitude of more than 13,000 feet. More successful

was a dive-bosibin^ attack performed by the A-24's of the 91st

Squadron.. 2his oission was particularly noteworthy in that it was

the first in which Mexican, "bombers were escorted by pursuit planes

in the Java area. At 0614, 16 P-40!s led by llajor S^rague took off

froi'i ITgoro aad headed for Singosari. A half hour later 7 A-34's,

each loaded uith 1 x S0u~ and 2 x. 50-dLlogram bombs, had joined the

P-40's. l^Jor 3ac!ms, with Tergyson and Lr.under as winganen, led

one flirfit: Galueha led the other with 2ubb and Erxxbaugii on the
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flanks; and Stunners brougtrt up the rear. Arriving over the Strait

of loEbol: at 13,000 feet, they potted six naval vessels, and each

A-34 went into a dive, releasing "boobs at from 3,000 to 4,000 feet.

Backus scored three hits amidships on a cruiser; Galusha and Eawbaug

scored hits with each of their 50-lrilograi>i and near Hisses with the

300-kilOtfraii; bombs. Stunners, who v/as at first undecided as to his

target, "fiddled around and dived on one of the "biggest ships he

12claimed he'd ever seen," scoring two hits.

Meanvhile enemy pursuits had swarmed off Den Pasar airfield

to attack the American dive "bombers and pursuits. They eventually

succeeded in "breaking up the pursuit forr&tion, "but the E-49's

prevented an enemy attack upon the A-34's, In a furious encounter,

3 Zeros were destroyed in the air and another on the ground. Five

P-40's were lost, 1 cracked up on. landing at lTgoro.2 others crashed

on a beach owing to a lack of fuel, and 3 vere shot &.o\m with their

pilots, Gallienne, originally of the 20th Pursuit Scraadron (Pro-

visional), end. Spragute, able squadron comnander, who had Just that

ISday received a promotion to lieutenant colonel.

Jive of the seven A-34's returned safely to Siagosari. HeaT?y

jm.TGiaircraft fire over the target area was probably responsible for

the loss of the other two. One of these f&iled to come out of its

dive and carried It. D. 3. 2ubb and M s gunner to their death. It.

E. E. Launder's plane was so "badly damaged that he was forced to

crash-land approximately 3 miles fron a Japanese outpost. After

2 days of walking he and his gunner, Set. Irvine tf» Inenicka
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succeeded in reaching a fisherman's village in northwest Bali. The

Eutch inhabitants and natives were friendly and hospitable, giving

theat breed, coconut juice, bananas, tea, an occasional bottle of

warn "beer, and even "bicycles to speed them on their way. Finally

they acquired an outrigger canoe, and with the help of two natives

paddled for 13 hours across the strait to Java. By the late evening

of 33 February, they had. returned to Singosari.14

Hie Japanese lost no time in striking "back after the .American

raids of 30 February. Five hours after the A-34's had landed, nine

pursuits appeared over Singosari. Interceptor Qontrol Hea&ouarters

had identified thea as friendly, so normal routine was continuing on

the field. A-34's were in revetments, but a number of 3-17's were

in the open, ready to take off in case of an alert. Many of the

crews were occupied, as was that of Lt. John A. Eouse, in unloading

equipment from 3-17"s. Within 5 minutes of the sighting of the so-

called friendly pursuits, House heard the "po:>, pop, pop sound of

exploding cannon shells." Ehe friendly planes were Japs. %hey had

turned in the clouds, cut out their motors, and glided in for an

attadr. Souse and his crew Juiced out of their 3-17 and piled into

a nearby slit trench, one of the men ^ust escaping fron the radio

eonrpartraent as "a, stream of "bullets came down through the center" of

it. Three 3-17's were burned to the ground, and two others were

or.dly damaged.

Following this air raid on Sinsosari, the heavy 'bombers of

Colonel Sibaalr's command were fighting what amounted to a rear-guard

RES
. u r nu icmHW?wmBjh
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CONFIDE
action. 3ae^;f £.ir reidc occurred dai lr , t.nd riore Allied planes

•;ei*c destroyed. On 22 2Vsrur,r;% for erta-Mjlo, 1 LE-30 '/cs "burned

to the cro-ond at iTos^-orte. and four B-l?!)^ j;t P;;sirii.n. Moreover

rrlaajs -rtill officially in cortsiosioa continued to suffer froi a

Ir-c*: of rrsaro parts EXLCL insdecir-te arJLnten02.ee. these dif ficiiLties,

together with the xcint ani fo^p of Teoru ?;:, ccuscd the complete

fr.ilti:*3 of 11 rd<"'ionr* carried out froc 01 to ?3 Fe"bru.,r;* "b;r a total

of ZJ1 hjr.v7 "oo:iberr. I ^ i a 5 tuic cc^e psrioi only five nisgios," of

1? he-ivies die re:ch the t i r^ct . Ore on CO "eora-^rj Imoaced out a

er of t^ro\ac.ed aircraft saa-l a hsafar s,t Den . asar r,irj?or« on

at

-cid r third rraJ: one trfJI<! ^ort rjntl cK.;̂ f-«J arxothor off

10
S3 ? "?tt of J:/vv. on S3 ;

17th rurnd t Soo-droa ' r ̂  caji^od ia a futile ^ttQLijt to

-roteot /dli-'d "b&scr. Cuncrior forces of eac.^" "oo~'oer̂  and jivursuite

frGjiaoatl^ flL-"ia^ ftt 0G,C?O feet, too hi;ii fox oattercd l--40's,

continued tifeir daily asrscultr,. lTeverth?lcsc! tirpd Ai.erlctJi pilot?

tl dr-or't, .. oonsi'Jifc patrol. Cn £1 "e"oru..x7 nltho-ujo. fo'ox

t*' verc dectro^ed -^ : t\:o "mv&cvz pxobzblir destroyed, I t s .

r raid •,.*-illt,oe J. 1ZOE'.:;-X. i-rorc sb,ot do«i iJid billed. In

t-io aoict four U.-'L-'E, tb.rce aarc cr-eu;,- "ooaliors oxiC tliree fiohters were

de t̂-.-oi-'cd, but on 20 roinru'iry Xt. Gerald :'c3:.J.lir:, i^ctin;; eou'.xdron

co r̂c2Xder, ir*s. forced to Vi.1 out of hie. pL^c .isvl ins tat cliin^-^unncd to

dei'.th r.c. he pr-jrcdiuted to the (-roxiad. Lt the er̂ d of the operations of

nl;* 1C J?-4O'P •.;erc irt cor^rjiorior;. Si;: 3rc\;ster

C Hurricanes, flom by rutch pi lots , Iiad Join3c. the
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Anericans, "but these lacked an-tunition and hydraulic fluid and could
1?

not Tie flown until 1 Ilarch.

At the request of the Butch, one last attempt vras made to

reinforce tie "battered Interceptor Coiauctad. General Brett had at

first intended to send all available F-40's to the Indian theater.

This was still his intention when a convoy, containing 32 P-40's

asseabled on the flight deck of the seaplane tender Lajî ley, and
37 crated in the hold of the Seawiteh left the harbor at ?reusatle,

Australia, on 32 lebxvaxy. Shortly after sailing, the kangley's

coanander received orders to leave the convoy and proceed to

3jilatjap, Java. According to 3rett, he had acquiesced in this

change of orders only after Admiral Eelfrich had given assurances

that the Lan^-ley •would be "suitably and properly protected." 2?he

Seawitoh received siailar orders, "but left the convoy considerably

later than the Lartgley. 2arly in the norning of 27 February, the

two African destroyers Sdsall and ̂-Jhî -ple met the LanfljLey to serve

as an escort. At 0900, an eneaiy aircraft spotted the 3 ships and

within 3 hours, 9 twin-engine bombers escorted by pursuit planes had

begun an attack. On tJtie third "bombing ran, the Lana:ley_ "shuddered

under the inpaet of five direct hits and three near hits,11 and sank

at a point approximately 74 miles south of its destination, All the

precious P-40's, of course, were lost, "but of the personnel only 6

were killed and 5 mis':ing. Che giirvivors were picked up by the 3daall

and '.ililpple and transferred on 1 llarch to the tarlcer Peeps. Sie Peoos

then headed for rrenantle carr;dng a total of approximately WO men.

\r,i i i"
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It had no more than started, however, vixen enemy planes appeared

overhead and carried out a series of bombing attacks. In the iniddle

of the afternoon, alter a furious "battle in which, every weapon.

available was fired at the eneay, the Pecog also went dorai. The

Vghlpnle had received distress signals "hut arrived on the scene in

18

time to pick up no nore than 230 survivors.

It is doubtful if the arrival of the 33 P-40' s aboard the

Langle^ would liave retarded the Japanese advance. D&e fate of these

planes would probably have "been, the sa:ne as those aboard the Seawitch
which did arrive at EJilatjap safely, "but which was little nore than

19
'onloaded "before the Japanese arrived. 3y 37 February, Java was an

island beleaguered "by air and sea. Saeoy araphibious forces were

assertblia^ to the northwest and the northeast, the last apparently

for a main effort. On 35 February, a reconnaissance plane had re-

ported that approximately SO ships were moving south through. Ilfi.cassar

Strait. Sarly in the morning of the 27th, the V Bomber Ooomand learned

of a formation of 11 ships off the north coast of J.-ava, and was told

to carry out attacks with "all available herivy "bombers and dive

bonders," Shortly thereafter the order was coimteraianded because

"it was believed" the ships sighted were friendly. Three B-17's

in two flints, however, had already reached the target area and had

dropped bosibs. Fortunately, if the ships were friendly, the borabiag

was not particularly accurate, llore successful was an effort of the

91st Squadron aiade in the middle of the afternoon. At that time

three A-34's escorted by two flights of P-40's struck at Japanese
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shipping off the north coast of Java. 2he dive-bomber pilots

(G-alusha, Summers, and Perguson), releasing their bosabs from an

altitude of froa 3,000 to 4,000 feet, scored hits, and the pursuit

escort reported that these were sufficient to sink one transport.

Ihese operations, although earried out by courageous pilots

and with all available bombers, were insignificant when compared

•with those of the powerful Japanese task forces now converging on

Java. Only the Allied naval forces remained to offer any effective

resistance, and these forces had been weakened "by losses and

damage in recent action and by transfer of several British units

to the Indian Ocean area. Nevertheless on 35 February, Adndral

Helfrich ordered a deterioined assault, and that evening a striking

fores, consisting of the Dutch light cruisers D§. Boyter and Java, the

JUaerican heavy cruiser |fau.fitoRf the British heavy cruiser !%ptQT.r the

Australian ligat cruiser lLe,r,.th.. the Hutch destroyers Zortenaer and

*.Titte &£. jii£h., the British destroyers JifffrtsyT ^efttra,. and %

and the American, four-stackers £• H. - AT dan.. Ford. Pope, and

Paul. Jones. inoved out of Soerabaja naval Tsase. This force of 5

cruisers and 10 destroyers thrswitself against a convoy consisting

of "39 to 45 transports, escorted by 12 or 3 cruisers and 8 to 13

destroyers" and a covering force of 2 battleships (or large

cruisers), from 4 t<s 7 cruisers, and 13 destroyers.

In the late afternoon of 27 February, the battle was joined,

For almost 24 hours it continued with shell fire and torpedo attache

carried out in part during a night illuminated by star shells and
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"by flares dropped from Japanese planes. Two or three Japanese

cruisers and at least aa equal nuaiber of destroyers were hit and

several probably sunk. 3ut the Allied force suffered a crashing

defeat. It was not abls to reach the Japanese transports. TSxe

£&. 2lffl.t.er.t tLaxi> ^"p^ten^er. Slectra. and J'ugpj.ter were sunk. Che

remainder of the ships were not only damaged, several seriously,

but their anoonition reserve was badly depleted. Of the five

Anerican destroyers, for exanple, a l l but the Pope had exhausted

their simply of torpedoes.

In spite of this defeat, Adiairal Helfrich s t i l l planned to

attenipt another strike and ordered the remnants of his fleet to

asseable at ffijil&tjap. She Jgfaefrqr,, accoKroanied by the SfecouRtqy and

the Pope, set out for that point on the evening of 28 February, Ehey

never reached their destination. Ehe last report from them received

at 1200 on 1 Ilarch stated simply that three enemy cridsers were

approaching. She Houston. Esrjh., and gjrqr'tee.a in li^e manner simply

disappeared after a rather vague report of a sea battle in the Java

Sea. Of the Allied ships which had fought the previous days1

decisive battle, only four American destroyers, AldQ"- ?ord.

Jone^. and J_. H. ^dv/ar̂ ^ succeeded in fighting their way out of the

Hast Indies.33

"eaa\Mle the air force was coarpleting i ts evacuation. On S3

TeisnxTjt five officers (Bridges, Pagan, Sdiwanbeck, Pease, and House)

had "been sent to Brooms, Australia, to organise an evac-ur.tion center
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for Java refugees. Broomo proved to "be a mosqtiito-infested and

alnost deserted tovn. £he Australian inhabitants had taken to the

trash, to escape Japanese rails, and its large prewar Japanese popu-

lation had "been interned. Fortunately the town, although completely

isolated except for sea and air transport, had fairly adequate

housing and ness facilities. 3y 25 February flying "boats, DC-3's

and other transport places, together with 3-17ls, 13-30's( and two

or three transport B-24's had "begun to bring in evacuees. In Java

everything that would fly was "being loaded with men, women, and

children. One 3-17, for example, which had "been classed as irreparable

was put in flyine condition by E/Sgt. Harry MeEayes and several

Dutch mechanics, »*ith HcHayes as co-pilot and a civilian who had

never "before flown a B-17 as a pilot the plane made a successful

cht flight on three engines to Australia. Boats of every variety

also aided in the evacuation and escaped with an uniaiown mustier of

34
Australians, and Dutch.

She need for speed was tecoiaing more and more evident. By the

of 28 Februpry, the Japanese had landed at two points on the

north Java coast. On the following day, the last mission of im-

portance from JV.va "bases was carried out "by the 17th Squadron, re-

inforced "by Brevstera and Hurricanes, against one of the eneuy

landings. At 0530 all available pursuits, 9 P-40's, C Hurricanes,

and 4 3reusters headed toward the north Java shore where about 30

^ ^ transports were anchored, and materiel and troops were still being

ut ashore in sziall craft. Guns from the ships and the shore
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She B-17's and 13-50's proceeded to what was supposed to "be tlie

safety of Broome. That town had hecome a haven for most of those

•vnio iiad escaped. She danger of air attach, however, existed even

there, and transport pilots were stralnins their endttrance "by ferry-

ing one "batch, of refugees after another further SLova the Australian

coast to Perth. During the ui^t of 2 IJarch, a Japanese reconnais-

sance plane nade a leisurely survey of the completely defenseless

Broome. Zcjvlisine that this probably indicated an early enemy

attac':, J&erican officers warned all fl;rlnc "boats end other aircraft

to leave the town "before 1000 of 3 I'&rch. Daring the morning the

airfield was crowded with men loading planes; crews were preparing

others for the take-offj two Dutch flying "boats loaded with Dutch

evacuees had landed on the water; and others '-/ere u&iting to leave

Perth. At 1000 a crowded 3-34- transport piloted "by Lt. Edson S.

IZester cleared the field. It had cliribed to 300 or 400 feet when

9 to 13 Japanese jmrsnit planes swept in over the harbor, llachine-

gua "oxtllets punctured the eas tarJcs of the helpless 3-24. It

crashed into the sea, 'break:iJii3 in two and throwing its more than

30 passengers into the water. All except one enlisted man were

droxnaed or devoured "by sharks. She Japanese turned their guns on

the airfield and the harbor. She personnel on the airfield ran for

cover in the lov scrub "bush near-fcy, and watched every plane on the

field either explode or "burn to the ground, Ihosa in the flying

boats in the harbor could not run for cover. The Japanese riddled

these planes, most of which were paclred with women and children.
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"batteries put up a heavy screen of antiaircraft fire, "but all the

pursuits dived throu^ a crisscross of "bullets. 3?hey ssiCt a number

of small "boats and strafed the shore batteries, ffhe M took i t s

toll , Caldvell crashed into the sea; Reagan was last seen vainly

at test ing to land his "biasing P-40, and Adkins was forced to

out. Of the three, only the latter escaped after landing some 300

25
from s Japanese position.

3y 3 1 larch the evacuation was virtually completed. The pursuits

•which had returned from their low-level aission on the first had

"been so "badly shot up that there was little hope of being able to

repair them. On the same day, the Japanese prevented any attempt to

put the planes into the air again, "by sending two 3eros over to

strafe the field which had hitherto escaped attack. Every American

plane was effectively riddled by accurate Japanese machine gunners.

Thus ended the operations of the 17th Pursuit Squadron (Provisional).

Its surviving personnel made their way to Joĝ alcarta, the last base

in Java regaining to the Allies, and by 1730 that evening had been

loaded into 3-17's and sent to Broome. twenty-four hours later,

260 officers and aen were still awaiting evacuation, ^ive 3-17(s and

3 1,3-30's were available and by loading 35 persons in each 13-30

and 31 in each 3-17 all could be evacuated. Just before midnight

the last plane had taken off. 2he Japs were 18 niles away, and tne

IDutch vere waiting for the plane to leave before exploding demolition

charges.

ohuUK
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Ehe only opposition to the low-flying Jap aircraft came fror. a .30-

caliber machine gira vbdch a £utch pilot had removed from a plane,

liith thie Biake-shift weapon, one plane was probsbly shot dorai. The

enemy at the same time had deptroyed 12 flying "boats, S 3-17's,

2 3-24's, 2 Kudsons, and had killed at least 45 lutch civilians

and 20 American airnen."

Ehup ended the Java canrpaign in a terrible raid quite character-

istic of the Allied 3-isonth fi^it against iE^osEible odds. Actually

the Dutch ground forces continued resistance for an indefinite

period, although all cOEJEiunications with these troops ceased within

a week. Some Americans v/ere lost with then, ilany menbers of the

field artillery "battalion v/ho hr.fi performed the unfamiliar task of

servicing heavy bosibers, for exanple, could not be evacyated. Ehe

Japanese victory in Java had effectively split the Allied forces in

the 3far Bast. It had cut off the trickle of reinforcements over the

African ferry route, and even an Anerican attempt to establish a new

route froi. Africa to Australia via Ooetivy Island, Diego Garcia

Island, and the Qocos Islands had to be abandoned. After 1 Ilarch

Australia, for the tirse being at least, becaae virtually a separate

theater. Ehe Japanese were converging on it from the northeast and

the northwest. Already they were haraiering at northern Australia

and Hew Guinea from the air. Vlthin a few days they would land at

Lae and Sal&suvua. In the vast area north of Tev Guinea and between

the Solonon Islcnds and China, only in the Philippines di£ organised
28

Allied resistance continue

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

Chapter Till

A C-ALLAT2

3y tlie first of I'jxecb. 1942, Japanese military and. naval pover

had accomplished one of its primary objectives, the conquest of the

rich resources of the Netherlands 3ast Indies. They had done this

by throwing overuhelaing forces against strategics points according to

a carefully conceived plan. 2hey had moved forward lay leaps of

spproziiae,tely 400 miles, preceded first "by submarine and flying

toat reconnaissance, by "lijjit density" air raids with tyoe-96

"heavy" "bombers from nearest land "bases usually without pursuit

escort, and finally by heavier "bombing raids escorted "by carrier

or shore-'oased pursuit planes. The iroiediate objective of the

landing parties was to seise an airdrome upon which to base

Within a weci, however, tfcro-uŝ  the use of active labor the Jsps

usually had repaired and extended the pursuit strips to such an ex-

teat that they could be used by heavy bombers.

tactics closely resenbled those Icter employes by
la TJiloious

forces in''operations of the Central end Southwest Pacific. \ih.&x

ITinits an.3 General itiCiiXthur began their conquests of

strategic points in a move bads to the Philippines and toward Japan

and the China coast, they by-oasseS nunorous eneny strongholds with

the intention of permitting the garrisons to viither ano die far

behind the foxwara areas. :SacArthur was the victim of a similar

JHESTRK
URS
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type of canraaign in the first quarter of 1943. His air force had

been defeated in the f irs t day of the war and vdthin 3 weeks forced

to evacuate forward bases. His principal land forces had teen con-

tained by a naval and air blockade and by the Japanese ground trcops.

2?heu the tide of war had swept by him, isolating his troops, leaving

then victims of inalnutxitioa, disease, and constant air and land

attacks.

T&ien the 'Far East headquarters had been evacuated to Australia

late in lecember, i t had been hoped that supplies frosi there would

flov/ to the forces in the Philippines. Furthermore the decision to

send American units to the Netherlands Sast Indies had been made in

part to protect a i r and sea lanes to the north. iEhe Japanese con-

quest of Eavao on SO December followed "by enemy movement south through

Celebes and Borneo soon disrupted any such plans. Attempts were made

to obtain blockade runners, a request even being na&e of Generalissimo

& Zsi-shek to furnish small boats to run from the China coast to

Iiittle success ws achieved. Small ship owners in the Indies

and Slew Guinea who were urged to make the perilous run to the

Philippines demanded cash in payment rather than checics on American

funds in 1'elbourne banks. 2nis resulted in delay. Seven ships

were finally dispatched from Australia; only three reached Cebu. Of

other vessels which attenrnted to slip through, the blockade, at

least 15 were either sunk or captured. Subaiarines made several

successful runs, and bombers ferried in some medical supplies and

ariTEunition and evacuated personnel from Hindanao. But during the

entire period £rot» 7 Pecem^|CTtorfaffij^r«ra1tara of Qorregidor
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only 3 aircraft (£-40's), which reached The Philippines in March,

au&senfced the few pursuit planes left in the Interceptor Coaraand.*11

Sie Interceptor Command had becoae for all practical purposes

the entire air force in the Philippines. After General 3rereton's

departure on 24 December 1941, Col. Harold H. George • the V Inter-

ceptor coiaiuander and promoted to 'brigadier general on. 30 January

1942, had in fact "become the comrander of all air force personnel.

3y this time, the relationship of the air force in the Philippines

to that in tho East Indies was obviously vague since each was carry-

ing on its operations according to the exigencies of the moment.

On paper, the situation became even more confused following a

recommendation by General 3rett in January that the Far S&st Air

Force should "be redesignafced the Fifth Air Force. 3y 3 February

General Arnold had concurred in this recommendation, and 3 days

later the adjutant general officially authorized such a change.

Ehis did not affect air units in Java, however, as the adjutant

general's authorisation had stated that the redesignation did not

change ifthe present assignment of units.'' At that time, the FEU?

was still officially assigned to the Philippine Islands, and the re-

desigaation apparently did not apply to the units in Java or to those

in Australia. Furthermore thoee in the Philippines either did not

know about the change, or did not give official attention to it.

The new organization, therefore, existed only on paper until 3

September 1942, when the Fifth. Air Force WE-S actually constituted
3

and Maj. Gen. George 0. Zemiey put in command.
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This paper reorganization acco:niplishe& in Washington meant little

to the IiUzon forces which by 1 January had retreated to Bataaa.

ritoat probably interested the air force personnel most was whether

they would be assigned to infantry units or retained by the Inter-

ceptor Command to fly the dozen or more remaining P-40's. TTQK the

middle of January, elements of all squadrons, armed with Bren Gun

Carriers, tosnray guns, and machine guns, participated in ground

fixating. Pilots led ground crews against eneay beach positions or

spearheaded an infantry advance- Ihe dwindling number of P-40's

were also active until the end. They were constantly in the air

serving eyes for IlacArthur in performing reconnaissance missions,

occasionally patrolling the forward areas, strafing Japanese trans-

port, comramications centers, and landing 'barges. During the ni^it

of 26-37 January, for example, 7 P-40's strafed ITichols and Kielson

fields and peppered grounded planes with fragmentation bombs. One

P-40 crashed on the take-off» but intelligence reports indicated

that over 30 enemy aircraft wore destroyed on the ground, and that

other damage and heavy casualties had been inflicted upon the enemy.

On 3 Ifcrch, four ?-40's performed what General .Arnold celled "the

rabbit and hat trie'- of a famous magician." These P-40's had been

equipped with an attachment which vjould hold a 500-pound bomb,

designed and mounted by i/D Jack E. Bay ani! a number of enlisted men

of the 17th Squadron. Led by Cspt. William 3. Dyess, the four

pilots dropped the bombs with precision. Although, one P-40 was

ehot doim, and the other three were forced to crash-land, 2 and

0
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possibly 3 ships of 8,000, 10,000, and 12,000 tons were sunk and

otherssiall "boats damaged.

As the Bataan campaign continued, the .American troops, air and

ground alike, •became more and aore avare that they were virtually

out off from escape. Fron the •beginning they had "been on naif rations,

with two meals a day. During February, for exaKple, usem'bers of the

21st and 34th Squadrons who were "being used as infantry received

about 10 ounces of rice a day per person, and about twice a week,

"the organisation got a quarter of a horse or anile. ' G-raciually

malnutrition, dysenteryt and malaria i/ore down the troops and "became

nore of a weakening factor than enemy attacks. Hie Japanese blockade

was growing tighter, and only speedy, snail boats could slip through

it. Consequently a few aircraft which ware useless for combat were

cherished for transport purposes. F-40's performed an occasional

nisei on carrying Medical sup-plies between Mindanao and 3ataan,

dropping them to an isolated company, or carrying passengers crowded

into the bageage eonpartment. Iwo navy PSY'g also performed similar

missions, but nort of the inter-island transportation was carried

out by what v/as referred to as the "Bamboo Sleet." A notley collec-

tion of unarmed craft, it consisted of three civil aircraft, "a Duck,

a Balanea, anO & Fairchild," together v;ith two Beechcrsft, a ¥aco,

and two decrepit F-35ls. Until these aircraft were destroyed they

continued to shuttle between Ilindanao and JBataan or Corregidor,

carrying in medical supplies and returning vita personnel. Ihe feco

Del Ilonte; thewas shot down and all
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Dud-: was forced down anci destroyed by enemy action as were the

j?-35's; end Tiy the tiiae Bataaa. fell all but the Bellansa hs.C\ either

worn out or had "been dispatched to Australia. The Bellanca, flown

by Ilaj. ;,"illian E. Bradford, made i t s last flight carrying quinine

to Corregidor. I t readied i t s destination successfully but crashed

in atteamtins a ta£e-off from "the Rock's11 eaall landing fiald.5

3y the first wee.c in January, fteneral 1-kcArthur bad not yet

foreseen that his troops would be dependent upon such unreliable

means of obtaining vital supplies. He had believed that strong

American forces co-uld be established in llindanao, that supplies

could bs pushed through the blocfe.de in snipe, and that bombardment

missions from the south could eliiniimte enemy air strength in

Mindanao. As one step in preparation for this counterblow, he

issued a general order early in January directing that airfields be

built throughout the entire Philippine islands :iwith al l haste.»

An emergency prograu wa3 therefore begun tinder the supervision of

.'lajor Fernando of the Philippine Army and llajor Zlssiore of l ie

Air Base Group. Air base personnel were scattered throughout the

archipelago to request the cooperation of local native leaders and

to supervise actual construction work. By 1 I-.arch, there were at

least 7 all-wsather landing fields good for all tyjoes of aircraft

on lliadauao, 3 on Oebu, 1 on Panay, 1 on Bohol, and 4 on 1'egros. At

the sa îs tine there were 9 field? on iiin^&nao, 3 on ^egroe, 1 on

Panay, and 1 on Leyte suitable for pursuit aircraft only, and numer-

ous others which were reeon&eaded for use only in dry weather or in

case of eiaergeaey.£
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the nost extensive construction worJc was accomplished

on liin&anao. Ilajor HLsraore subsequently listed 42 fields as having

baea coimleted "between the opening of hostilities and 1 April 1942.

Connected with. Tel l.onte alone there were 8 fial&s, one of which

had its operations headquarters in a tunnel driven 65 feet into an

adjacent mountain side. Aaother Eel lionte field had a 3,000-foot

runway leading directly into a tunnel approximately 40 feet wide and

100 feet deep in which 5 P-40's could "be parked. Sub-"bases commanded

"by air officers had also "been constructed at strategic points on the

island, at l-Iul'ibang in the west, 2Iaramas and Valencia in the central

* part, and .Ana^in in the northeast. In addition a sea plane "base

was established at lake Lanao shortly after war "broke out, from

t&ich PBY's operated carrying in supplies and evacuating nurses and

other personnel almost until the surrender of Oorregidor.

liaairthur's desire to buildup sufficient forces for a counter-

attack could not succeed. He was apparently unaware of the weakness

of American air and naval forces in the Pacific. Ee had requested

two or three squadrons of pursuits fron General Vavell late in

January, and he was surprised to learn tliat at that tirae there were

only IS P-40's in the ABDA area. 3y the first wee!: of February he

still had some hopes of "bringing aircraft near to the Philippines

on a carrier. Cn the other hand, if it were isrposslble to provide

a carrier, he suggested that either A-24's with auxiliary fuel tanks

attached or two or three squadrons of ?-39's and A-20's "which have
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the range" should be flown in fran the south. Other messages to

the ¥ar Department reflected a varying optimism on the prospect of

continuing to hold the Philippines. On 13 January, encouraged Tay

the effect of accurate j&ericaa artillery fire, he stated that "there

is e^nry indication that for the present I have drawn the fangs of

the enemy attach." Ten days later, however, he was discouraged over

heavy losses which had amounted to approxiiaately 35 per cent of his

entire force. At this tiiae he radioed: "I visa to take this oppor-

tunity while the army still exists and I an in command to pay ay

tribute to the si&s&ifieent service it has rendered. To troops have

ever done so irach with so little. I bequeath, to you the charge that

their fane and glory "be clearly recorded by their countrymen. In

case of my death. I recommend that my chief of staff General Sutherland

"be designated as ssy successor." Yet a month later, he believed that

the enemy had been "badly nauled^on 3ataan, and he readioed: "I
8

have gained the respite I so desperately need."

'•Itiatever ifeeArthur's hopes aiight have "been for the outcoae of

the Hailipoiiie campaign, the ".far Department had decided by February

1943 that he shoxild T>e withdrawn to Australia. To evacuate IlacArthur

and his staff, General Sratt was instructed to choose the three best

3-17's under his control. Brati, selected the aircraft crews from a

new unit which had recently arrived in the theater, soon to "be re-

designated as the 435th Bombardment Squadron of the 19th Group. Crews

of this unit, although they had been in Australia only since 19

February, had already experienced many conbat missions. They had

SECUj
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flown 16S Eissions out of Hawaii during a period of 2 months, 12

missions from the Sljis in 13 Says, and had participated both in

the first American, "bombing raid against Babaal on 33 February aad

on 10 1-Iarch in a successful raid coordinated with two aircraft

carrier groirps against Japanese naval forces at lae and SalaJas.ua.

General IlacArthur and his i>artr after a hazardous trip of over

600 miles in a KE *ooct had arrived at Mindanao during the second

wee!c in l&rch. By the 17th he had reached the Australian coast.

Three 3-17's had flown the unfamiliar trip of some 1,500 miles to

Del lioafce, had paused there only long enough to unload a cargo of

medical supplies aad to take on their passengers, and favored "by

excellent weather had rBade the return flight without aighap.

llaeArthur' s arrival in Australia indicated that a new phase of the

war in the Far East had begun. Eis instructions frora the Var Depart-

ment contained the faniliar phrases of checking the cnesy's advances

along the Malay Barrier and of maintaining the American, position

in the Philippines, but it was daily becoming clearer that these

were missions to be accomplished in the relatively distant future.

Ihe immediate aiais were to hold Australia and to protect the sea and

air lines of communication, to the Southwest Pacific.

Althou^i some aerial activity continued during I larch, and April

in the Philippines, the efforts of organised air units in the

Southwest Pacific during those months were devoted to the defense

of Australia. It can be said, therefore, that with the evacuation

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Paqe Declassified IAW EO12958

of General MacArthur and General fceorge organized air action in the

Philippine* and Netherlands East Indies campaigns had ended.

Ehe first four months of the war in the Pacific were a tragic

esroerience, tragic not only for those who actually fought in the

caupaigas "but also for the Aneriean people who had indulged in the

pious hope that "by limiting armaments, a nation could avoid war.

3?his feeling had "been reflected in tha failure to maintain modern

defenses in the i-hilippiae Islands. iTot until 1941 was a serious

program of jaodernising that outpost begun. Prior to then, a few

professional soldiers had recognised its inrportance in -American Par

Eastern policy, "out not until legislation such as the extension of the

Selective Service Act had "been accepted in the spring and summer of

1941 could an adequate Bhilijnine defense program be under taken. Sven

then commitments to America's prospective Allies and to defense areas

in the Western Hemisphere resulted in further delays. 3y the fall

of lS-M., however, sons aodern equipment incltiflins bonbers and pursuit

planes had begun to flow to the Fnilippines. 2Jhis coincided with

a change in basic war plans which had previously envisaged an entry

into the Suropean war upon the side of the Allies and the maintenance

of a "strategic defeasive" in the Pacific. With, the growing ennhasis

on air power, however, the plan was revised to pernit offensive air

action in furtherance of the strategic defensive.

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

3Jhis growing realisation of the importance of the Far East was

reflected in a change in the direction of allocations, Bequests for

additional military supplies aaift personnel cane with more urgency

from the Philippine Department in 1941, particularly after General

IlacArthur's appointment to the American comraand. He requested

especially nore aircraft, more aircraft vrarning equipment, and more

antiaircraft guns. The War Department responded T>y giving his command

the highest priority in aircraft and commenced a progran of ferrying

heavy "Doabers and of shipping pursuits as fast as they case off the

production lines and co"Hd "be prepared for shipment. War Department

policy with regard to aircraft warning facilities is not so clear.

ilacArthur had -urgently requested the eqv&piaent. General Spaatz

had supported such a request "But had cornlained that all radar

sets were "being sent to the coast artillery, and urged that the

air forces acquire sone of this vital equipment. She net result

was that on 7 Eeee-nber one primitive radar set was in operation in

the entire Philippine Archipelago. Antiaircraft defenses proved to

"oe equally unsatisfactory. 13aj. Gen. J. A. Green had reported on

5 l'ovea"ber that the AX in the Philippines vas inadequate. Two weel:s

later the Tar Eepartnent had decided to send !IacArthur 50 per cent

of the 3-inch gxas and 100 per cent of the searchlights -which he

had previously requested. On 37 lloveaber, the latter stated that

additional antiaircraft was needed and announced that he had pre-

pared a detailed plan for its use. This indicates a realization of

the need for nore antiaircraft guns, and yet_ on 7 December there

BtES^ICTBO
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were 3-inch and 57-rn. guns still in crates in the Philippine
U

Ordnance Depot.

Ehe inadequacy of antiaircraft defense and aircraft warning

facilities suggests negligence on the part of officials either in

the 7ar Department or in the Philippines. In several other respects,

too, there wore flaws in the defenses which it is difficult to ex-

plain. "Sox example, there does not seen to have been coarplete coop-

eration "between USAEE3 and the Par Sastera Heet. Admiral Eart has

asserted that efforts on his part to arrange for joint operations

of Army and ITavy aircraft "met with a decided rebuff" from toy

authorities. 3-17's had been in the area since September and Patving

10 for nearly that long, and yet -Hie joint patrol was not established

•until 7 days before the outbreak of war. At the sane time, it is

difficult to find a conpletely satisfactory explanation for the

limited number of air bases. General IlacArthur had requested and

received over ten rcillion dollars specifically for airfield con-

struction. On 7 December, however, there were only two heavy bom-

bardment bases and half a dozen, others suitable for pursuits. Ehere

is evidence that an eneay attach was not ejected until liarch or

April, and that the program of airfield construction was influenced

by this assuaratioa. Such a belief would partially explain why con-

struction of runways before the war took several months while the

same type of work after the outbreak of war could be accomplished in
, 13

ac many weetcs.

SECUR
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It is difficult to "believe, however, that General lIa.cArth.ur

v;as not aware of tlie ianincnt danger of Japanese attack. Japanese

official utterances had been growing more 'belligerent, ~y December

the i'ar Separtiaent had warned of the probability of an early attack;

the air foree had been alerted for a month; and Japanese planes

had been recoanoitering the llanila area for several days. Itother-

n:ore USiiTTj had learned of the attaclc on Pearl Harbor approxinately

5 hours before the first bombs were dropped on Philippine soil. In

spite of this warning, alaost half the combat aircraft strength in

Luzon was Sestroj-ed on the first day of the war. This was not the

fault of the 3*ar 32ast Air £orce. It was the result of a coabina-

tion of fifth-coluon activity, excellent Japanese tactics, inadequate

cntiaircrsft and aircraft yarning equipment, and inexperience of

sone of the American pilots, SEhose B-17's which had not been dis-

patched for safety to Del ilonte were either Icept in the air or dis-

persed on Clark Field, and pursuit squadrons covered strategic points

on southern Iiuson. 3?he Japanese selected a isoment to strike when

the aircraft warning system had broken down, probably throtigfci the

efforts of fifth colticnists, "hen the 3-17'a had returned to base,

when the .American pursuits in the air were almost out of gas, and

vhen those on the ground were not yet refueled. Antiaircraft kept

cneny bombers fcirly high, but did not prevent Jap pursuits fron<

sweeping in and riddling grounded planes whether dispersed or not.

Two questions concerning this attach, however, cannot as yet

be satisfactorily gnsvered. In the first place, why did General
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MacArthur fail to consider the Japanese atte-cl: on Pearl Harbor

Justification for an attack by the 3-17's on forraosa? If the

mission planned TDJT General Brereton had "been carried out, the 3-17's

would not have keen on the ground when the enemjr strafed Clark Eield.

Secondly, vh&b i?. the espl&nr/fcioB. for an almost corrnlete fail-ore of

American counterintelligence in the Philippines? Ea&io sets located

in soae cases on Anerican "bases were sending information to the

eneay; flares were lifted when AHeric^n aircraft took off; and

flinsy houses were even fired to illuminate targets for Japanese

"bonbexs overhead.

Svon if certain conditions in the Philippines merit sone

criticism, there is no doiibt that the Anerican forces fot^ht with

ccoxage end ̂enerallj- 1-ri.th good effect. Pursuit pilots flew their

plejaes, many of which were inferior, against overwhelu&ng formations

of energy 'bonders ana pttrsuite. 5?hej- continued to fly them laiowing

th&t there was little chance for replacement, and when little chance

for escape remained. They even objected to the order which directed

that regaining plsnee should "be preserved for reconnaissance, assert-

ing that the "himting" was just getting good. In spite of the early-

restriction on eorabat flying, they destroyed "between 100 and 120

enemy aircraft. Erjasficapped "by vulnerable bases and "by the early

loss of half their stran£th, the Bomber Oorjrsartd played e, lesŝ  i^nortant

part in ths FhilipTjiEe campaign, nevertheless its crews flew planes

thoussnde of adlss, used prisoitive fields, and dropped "bonljs on

targets -ususllj ,̂»s.rtipfl B"hf>̂ h 'by ̂ ^ " ^ " r p f t ffl^frv pursuit plrjies.

1TI0N
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Ehese bombing attacks, however, v;ere only Moderately successfuly.

During the month, of Deceiaoer, the 19th Group carried out at least

13 boabing aiesions usinc & total of 39 B-17'e. It dropped 43.3

tons of "bombs, probcbly sanl; 1 transport, dass&ged 2 others and a

battleship, and hit the docks and airport at Eavao on 2 different

jtissioar.. During these attacks 1 enemy pursuit was shot down and 6

others probably destroyed, fourteen of the original 35 3-1?'s

escaped frora the Philippines. Seventeen or IS had "been destroyed

on the ground during the early Japanese air raids and 3 later oy
13

eneny action.

Ehe evacuation of the heavy bonbers froa the Philippines together

with that of F2££ headquarters was considered only a temporary with-

drawal, for it was "believed that a reservoir of supplies could Tie

built up in Australia from which Allied forces would "be in a position

to launch a counterattack. 'iltJi that plan in mind, USAPIA was es-

taolifshed. It was soon discovered, however, th&t there had "been a

conplete misconception as to the innediate possibilities of effective

American operations from Australia. She principal obstacle was one

of geography, the distance of Australia froin the United States and

the distances separating the Australian ports from the conbat areas.

But other factors were of almost equal importance. She primitive

transportation, conmunications, and maintenance facilities, the lack

of an adequate labor supply, the continuation of a peactime cethod

of loading convoys, and the failure to send items necessary for the

operations of aircraft ernlain viiy the USA^IA did not succeed in pro-

viding supplies for
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She growing realization that the Philippines could not "be

reinforced together with the beginning of a Japanese advance into

the Hast Indies changed the direction of American operations. 22ie

defense of the Indiee was of interest to the British, Australians,

and Butch a.s well as to the Americans. A unified qomnand was an

obvious necessity to coordinate the land, sea, and air forces of

these four cotmtries. The KSDA. command, as established at the con-

ference "between Churchill and Roosevelt in December 1941 and January

1942, provided the framework for cooperative effort. It was a

rather cumbersone organization, however, and required weeks of con-

ferences and spade work "before it could begin to assume any respon-

sibility for operations. Fuxtheraore, the functions of several key-

officers in the theater v/ere never completely 'understood either by

themselves or by bicker authority outside of the theater. Actrally

this confusion in organisation probably had little effect upon the

operations of Aneriean aircraft in the East Indies, She rapid

Japanese advance prevented A333ACOi:'s being effectively tested. With

only very general supervision from the hijiner echelons, Merican

pursuits and bombers carried out nissions as directed by their

isxiediate comnander. Ihe £ED& coanjind was significant principally

in the precedent it established for coo-oer&tive effort by the United

"ations.

Other problons vrhich confronted Anericsn air units in the ABDA

area were fsr more bothersome than the stctuc of ths high coco&nd.

The lack of dersot facilities and spare xtaxts resulted ia a

R3
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deterioration of combat planes. 2?he sraall number of trained mainte-

nance personnel (who worked fron 16 to 30 hours a day) made even.

the most elementary servicing difficult, and doubled the tasks of

combat crews. Airfields, though numerous and satisfactory for dry

weather, -uere generally of sod and dangerous after heavy rains.

Purthernore, the fields were alnost completely -undefended. Ilodem

aircraft warning equipment was non-existent, and only a few machine

guns defended the American air bases. Owing to the lack of proper

aircraft warning facilities and ground defenses, a tremendous "burden

was iaroosed upon the Interceptor Command. American pursuit had the

responsibility of defending such of the island of Java against enemy

bonbing attack, fo perform this sdssion, there were rarely more

than 20 P-40's in coix"dssion. Of at least 130 pursuit aircraft wiiich

set out from Australia during January and February, no more than 40

reached their destination in Java. Ehirt;--two were lost when the

Ii?ji£le:.' was sudc; 3Y others which had arrived at Sjilat^ap on the

Seawiteh v;ere probahl^ destroyed to prevent the Japs from capturing

then; and the ren<ainder either crashed or were lost in combat at

so^e tine durins the flight from larwin to J.ivn fields. Ehose that

arrived alvays fought with he&vy odds against then. Nevertheless

they shot do\m at least 33 enesjy planee while at the same ti&e losing

14 aircraft and 9 pilots of their oinr. 2he losses in the flints

fron Darvin to Java and in combat were caused principally by the

numerical superiority .of the enenj forces which, they faced, but a

contributing factor was the inexperience of nsany of the iijaerican

R
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pilots. Ehe short period of training &iven after their arrival in

Australia fron the United States in many canes proved insufficient,

particularly for those who had never been in a pursuit plane lief ore

IS

leaving the United States.

Bombardment units faced many of tlie seme problems which con-

fronted the pursuits. Ihe Bomber Gosraand vas also responsible for

an extensive area including the Philippines, Celebes, Borneo, Java,

SxtEatra, and llaXiyc. 3?o cover this tremendous expanse of island

and ocean, there were ©xtrenely limited resources available. On

1 January 10 3-17's had flown to Java from Australia. During the

next two months at least 37 additional B-17's and 12 I»B-30's had

joined the V Bosber Comaaad, but rarely were there more than 15 of

these heavy bonbers in commission at one tine. Such a force would

have had difficulty in halting even a isediuia-cised convoy, but

Japanese strctecy was to strike rinult&neously at several points in

overwhelming strength. She Allied comaand in several cases was

injudicious enough, to bite at the Japanese bait ~by dispersing its

bomber strikes. At a ti^e when the principal eneray thrust toward

Java was aimed throu^i the Strait of llacassar, for eaaraple, all the

veteran bonber crevs v;ere diverted to carry out raids against the

flalayan Peninsula 1,500 niles away, inclusive of these distant

objectives, targets were plentiful, A combination, of -unfavorable

veather conditions, nechanical fpilure of aircraft, and Japanese

antiaircraft and pursuit defenses, however, caused the failure of a

of the combat missions. Following is a coffipjlntioa of
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missions performed by heavy "bombers during the months of January and

February*. It does not include reconnaissance missions or the numerous

flights in which heavy bombers uerely took off end flew around for

hotare to avoid enemy attack:

llissions
Bombers par t ic ipat ing
Bonbers uhich did not reach target
Bonbers shot down--lost in combat
Bombers destroyed on the groimcL
3orabers los t in accidents
Jcteifiy a i rcraf t shot down
Shi^s claimed sunl:

63

Ships claimed probably sruDi
Eits claimed on

150
6

26
5

33
1 destroyer

10 transports
3 »ships"
1
1 battleship
4 cruisers
1 destroyer
5 transports
1 auxiliary
3 "siiips"

Shese figures mist be need with caution, ffiiiey are t&::en fron the diary

of the T Bocber Oo^^and, and tlxr: record of ships sianl: particularly is

opea. to question, 2ut even if the figures are accepted, the number

of ships sunlc is e:ctreuely ssiall in relation to the nioaiber that the

eneay was throwing into i t s southern advance, koreover, there was

l i t t l e realisation of the iztjortance of the weather in bombing; opera-

tions. Forty per cent of the heavy bombers dispatched on, bobbing

sessions during J"ftaxxary and February did not reach the target. EMs

fail'iire v.'as caused to soua extent by sieehanical difficulties, but

principally "by the inability of flyers without Eieteorolo^ical informa-

tion and ©snerionc© in the theater to cot»e vrilth the weather. •*•"

m
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She neocl to provide Eseteorolocieal facilities for air force

commands wag only one of many lessons learned in the tragic months

of coaib&t in the Philippines and the ITetherlha&s Bast Indies. Per-

haps the outstanding lesson for a nation on the defensive was learned

aurins the original Japanese attach on Glarl: Pield: that aircraft on

t3*e ground, particularly heavy "bantbers, are doomed unless strong

antiaircraft defenses are available. "Hie irmortance of caaoufle.es

if cleverly executed, of revetments as a defense against horizontal

attach, and of duany airfields and dummy planes was clearly demon-

strated. Hone of these, however, proved to "be sufficient protection

against strafing in the r,"oseace of air craft warning, of antiaircraft

defense, and of a strong interceptor coaaaad. Japanese lou-level

attacks "by pursuit pianos not only had been destructive, "but provided

protective escort for the bombers which usually accompanied them.

It was clear, too, that .American crews had suffered froia a lack of

preparation for the type of operations necessary in a Pacific theater.

Pursuit pilots inadequately trained in the United States had to have

transition training in the conhat theater. This had been costly in

aircraft, both lost and damaged, at a time when every plane,was

precious. In the "bomber units, the 'bombardiers suffered aos,t from

lack of training, for they had neither the fcombs nor the opportunity

to practice after arriving in the theater. Purthercore it was found

that an indoctrination course for the combat -units was needed, one

that would include a study of the lessons learned front operational

use of American equipment and from the tactics of enemy planes, of

the geogra-ohr/ and weather of the area, nad^oAthe comaunications and
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aircraft warning systems which would be found in the theater."^

Of particular irmortance for future operations were recostnenda-

tions for inroroveaents of materiel made by thos e who had participated

in the early camaigas. It was soon discovered that the 3-173 was

superior to the L3-30 in combat. She latter plane could not fly

satisfactorily above 30,000 feet and was so vulnerable to pursuit

attack at that altitude that it had to be restricted almost entirely

to night operations. She B-17 too had its faults. Its flying range

had proved disappointing, and inissions had been limited to 1,500

niles. Its amaiaent had been unsatisfactory in several respects:

the transparent nose panels would not withstand the shod; of a long

burst of machine-gun fire; the .30-caliber machine gun in the nose

was inadequate; the side gunners needed araor plate; the bottom

Sperry turret was "almost useless'; and there were an insufficient

number of tracers in belted ,50-caliber anauaition. Its oxygen

system too had been somewhat faulty: the side gunners, equipped only

with bottles, were at a disadvantage \dthout oxygen outlets; and

ehec1- valves were needed, throughout the systea since on® broken line

put the entire systen out of coauission. Of several other faults,

perhaps of nost importance was the lack of self-sealing boufb-bay

fuel taring. Serious as these criticises were, the crews generally

praised their plane. 'Jith less than adec.us.te naintenance, it had

flown thousands of miles, had beon riddled with enemy machine gun

and cronon fire, and had come bad: to base. Probably few would have

denied the aptness of a Sokyo broadcast •which described the 3-173

18as a "four engine pursuit shi-o, used for all puroosss. BJ-°
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Sio A-24 seems to have "been more effective than the 3-17 In

its attacks on shipping. So far as the Java carwaiyi is concerned,

this can be no more than a tentative conclusion, since the dive "bomber

did not have an adequate test there, nevertheless in its few

missions it scored a higher percentage of hits on ships than the

larger plane. The principal reason for this, of course, was that

it released its 'bor.'bs generally from "betueert 2,COO and 4,000 feet,

although rarely fron a. lover altitude "because the fuze required a

1,000-foot drop "before "bein^ arr.e&. Later experience "by marine

flyers using land "bases in the Soloraong proved that the A-34 was a

highly effective plane. On the other hand, xhen used without pursuit

eccort, it was ejrtrecely vulnerable, and it did not have the range

to operate satisfactorily against distant "bases.*•*

Although .American rursuit plants save a good aceount of them-

selves, they did not prove superior in all respects to thos? which

the Jap threw against them, In the Philippines and Jave, the P-40

had "been aole to outdive the Zero (Sehe), &n£ could alco pull away

from it in level flight. 3urthersvore the .aaerlcan plane had an

important advantage in its arnor plr-te and self-sealing fuel tanks.

In other resxeete, however, the P-40 suffered "by comparison. She

Zete could cliab at the rate of "between 3,000 and 5,000 feet a

minute and could operate cux an j'.ltitiude of GO,000 feet, coupcired

with a riite of clissb of p.p^rosiartely" 1,000 feet a s&imte and a

ceiling of 27,000 feet for the P-40. Ehe Helre had a greater radius

of action estiK?.ted f.t from 400 to 600 miles, largely by virtue of

SECU
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the larger droppaole fuel taxtz which i t cairied. IToreover the Jap

plfjae was so much more naneuverable that tho .inericeji who hazarded

a do£ fitiht was virtually comnittinc suicide.

It is obvious that the United States, whose war machine W2s

inferior to Japan's during 1941 had not been able to catch up

g the Philippine and J.-wa caainaitpis. Svea if the 7ar Bepart-

meat had "been aisle to send sufficient reinforcements of aircraft

to the Far Sast in (Xs&uary and rehr-airF, i t is doiibtful if the

personnel v/ottld have heen mentally prepared for the t ^ e of opera-

tions necessary in a Pacific theater. She theory of employment of

heavy "boEifcers, for esasple, seeae to have Tjeen liaited nriiaarily

to operations carried out froza fixed and well-equippecL oases aad

egainst such targets as factories, refineries, and marshalling

yards. Thic woiild have been strategic "honMag. If heavy "bombers

were to "oe employed against shipping, the theory required the use

of many aircraft, nine or nore, in every formation. Ehus, i t was

hoped, a ship could "be caught in a pattern of "homos. Almost none

of the prerequisites for this type of "borabing existed in the Pacific

in January 1942. Few well-prepared "bases with overhaul depots

were avail?,11e; bonbardEient units had to cnl-e thousand-Ed.le hops

usint intermediary bases with primitive and sometimes 13x1103.0™!

facilities; in some esses they li terally had to carry their

mechanics and servicing equipment along with thea; instead of

strategic objectives, only elusive ships and an occasional airfield

were v;ithia ran^e, and re-rely were sufficient aircraft in comission

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO129S8



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

to carry crat conventional pattern-bombing attacks.

•This inadequacy "both of materiel and of theory resulted in

^aili^e for bonber operations in the Philippines and Java. !2he

inefficient nunber of planes was partially responsible for this,

and it is poBEilslo that a wiser str&tegy would have "been to 'build

up air rxrensth in Australia rather than to commit aircraft piece-

meal in dangerous missions flown from undefended bases. In the long

run this J3ight have pernitted more tSar-iaging attacks against Japanese

convoys cud supply points. general ZJrereton, it will "be recalled,

warned 'oefore leaving for the Philippines* in the fall of 1941 that

the eoTsioyment of heavy TaQEfoers from undefended 'oases would fte

suicidal.

A policy of V7ithdrav/in^ oombers to Australia and of conserving

then intil a strild-np force hed l?een "built up, hov/ever, would not

have ta!:cn into consideration the int&njjUjle quertion of morale.

It -undoTxbtedl;.' vrould have "been difficult to convince either the

Anerican cround and naval forces or the forces of the Allies that

r.uch a long-view policy trc,s justified. Australians, British, and

Butch thre\/ their available aircraft, usually.' o'csolete, •un^aringlj'

into the fray. Ground troops, including officers and n-unerous en-

listed aen of the Air Coros, fought against treaendous odds, Ehe

Allied nav&l force was deciraated in the Java Sea. Sven a token

use of lsnd-"based air power seeded to give a noticeable T)0ORt to

morale. Probably no other course was possible, therefore, than to

RESTRfl
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inijediatelj' all resources of the air force. Iliis was the

policy that was followed, both in the United States and in the

theater, with resultant successes and failures that taught lessons

which contributed to the later Jtaericaa triuonhs in sinilar campaigns.

Althoufjh defeated, the Allied forces had fought a gallant caiapaign.

General liicArthur in a cable to General Arnold pale* his tribute to

the air units which had flo;m under his command during the first

few days of the war. She saae tribute nay be applied to those who

patched up the aircraft and who flew thea in the tragic months which

ensued: "The Tar East Air Force took every possible precaution

within the liuiteel time and means available here, illheir losses

fyter&f due entirely to /tlis/ enecy's overwhelc&nc superiority of

force. ITo unit could have done better but they have been hopelessly

outnumbered fron the start. £heir efficiency has been good and

their gallantry conspicuous. Loss can be attributed neither to

SI
neglect nor to lack of care. You may take pride in their conduct."
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Chapter I

1. liens for C/S "by Brig. Gen. 1. E. Cerow, Acting Acst. O/S, 14 Aug.
1941, in AG 370.5 (8-1-41), St. 1, Reinforcement and Iloveaient
of droops.

2. i:erao for Gen. Arnold "by Lt. Col. Carl Spaatz, 1 Sep. 19S9, In
AAG 381, "bulk, 5 Secret S

3 . lleno for C/AC by Lt. COJ.. Oarl Snaats, Chief of Flans, 23 Aug.
1938, in AAG 000-800 32.PO.„ Phi l .

4. Memo for O/AO "by I t . Ool. Carl Spaata, 33 Aug. 1959, in AAG
452.1, Airplanes, Phi l ,
Eonte 1: langley Field, !Te\jfo-undlara, London, l larse i l les , Cairo,

Bagdad, Karachi, Eangoon, llnnila. 11,075 n i l e s .
Soufce 2: San Trancisco, Oahu, llidw&j", "a'ce, &uan, l^rtil?,.

7,131 Jailer..
Eoute 3 : San Prnncipao, Oahu, Talcarcva /near the Society

Sassoa, Brisbane, EarvrLn, !Linila. 11,127 nviles.
Houte 4: Lan^lsy Field, San Jttan, r a t a l , 3?thvirst, 31

Cairo, Bagdad, ^araclii, Ean^oon, li-jaila. 14,615 n i l e s .

5. Ifcr., Ool. H. h, 0. Eichards to 3r ig . Gen. 3 . Z. Yoimt, in
AA.G 453.1, Airplanes, Phi l .

5. Eeotdreraente Aroi'' Aviation for Hani sphere Defense, 3 June 1940,
i a AAG 381 33, Max Fltacis; l t r . » Brig. Gea. B, Z. Yoimt to Col.
E. E. 0. Eichards, 1 June 1940, in AA& 453.1, Airt?lanes, P h i l . ;
2a i a d . , GOAC to AG. 33 Sen._l940, in AAJQ- 000-eOO, i:isc. P M l . ;
neao for AC/S, 1S*3) "by Col. i}L E. F a r t h i n g , 26 Feb. 1940, i n
AAG OOD-SOO U s e . , Phi l . She force now en-visa^ed for the
Philippines consisted of: 1 hea-vy "bonfe. gp., 1 rcn. SQ,. , 3
jiiediua "bonib. gps. , 1 medium Tsomla. gp. less 1 sq,., 3 rcn.
2 pursuit £gs. (each less 1 sq,.), 3 o"bsn. sq.s., 4 siir oase
with, a to ta l of 441 planes in contrast to 37 there at that t ine .
IMd.

7. Adc. Ehoisas Eart , lh,TVhibix®, fl£ ̂ v^nts t Asiatic H a a i , Leading
•op to V.'g,r ami fxQEL ^ Deceiaber 1641 ip. 1£ ^'pry^r;.' 19^g,- in
K-30605, A-? LiT). /Eco-t, I^arrat^ye, ftf, Sy^a^g/; l t r . , liaj. C-ec.
George Grimert to TAG, 23 JuLy 1940, in AAG 453.1, Airplanes,

SECURi
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8- FrocTLgenent of Aircrew 3ifKg4-fi3eiS~ AAF Historical Studies: No. 15*

9. lieao for AC/S, MPD "by Arnold, 0 / A 0 , 8 Attg. 1940 , ia AA.G 452.1,
Airplanes, B i l l .

10. 24S, Col. G. 3. Strr-teaes'er, Exec., Pleas to LisJ. J . 2. Upston,
Plans E l r . , 16 Oct. 1940, in AAG OOu-800 Misc., P h i l . ; raeso for
C/S by a/Ac, 17 Oct. 1940, in AAG- 000-800 Il isc.; l t r s . , AG to
CO's, Selfridge and Hamilton f i e lds , 19 Oct. 1940, in AAG 000-800
l l i sc . , Hail.

11. Ltrs . , Lt. Ool. 0. '«'. Ghristeaberry, Asst. AG to TAG-, 33 ITov.
1940, and SAG, lit. Ool. »'7. *,?. Dick, to Chief of Engineers,
27 Feb. 1941, in AAG 400 lUsc. , Ph i l .

12. Hart, I t e r a t ive of Shrents.

IS, MR, Plans to Exec , 7 Feb. 1941, and laemo for AO/S, tf?B, by
Gea. Bret t , 11 2eb. 1941, in AAG 000-800 i-3.sc., M l .

14. Ileaso to TAG "by O/AC (G. S. Stratemeyer, E x e c ) , 13 :iar. 1941,
in AIG 453.1, Airplanes, P h i l . ; l t r . , SAG to OG, Philippine
Beot., 33 1-iar. 1941, in AAG 000-800 IH.sc., Phil* One C 4̂y and
1 0-39 were also to "be shipped, dttring April and 3 G-49's and
10 0-52's in. the early simmer. Hag., SAG to CG, Ehilippine Sept . ,
15 Apr. 1941, in AAG 452.1, Airplaaes, Phil . Authority had "been
granted in February to use the F-26's to t r a in sxsfficient
Philir/pine Army p i l o t s for an a i r echelon of a pursuit sqixadron.
I t was l a t e r agreed that the P-26's would "be turned over to the
Philippine Army t^on the a r r iva l of the P-40'e. Msg. , 2AG to
CG, Philippine Dejjt., 36 PeK 1941» in AAG 453.1, Airplanes,
Ph i l . ; B&k, (JUS /stratemej-er./ to Gen. Bret t , 25 liar. 1941, in
AAG 452.1, Airplanes, Phi l . " l t r . , I t . Ool. 0. E, Kells to CJ/AC,
24 Jure 1941, in AAG 452.1, Airplanes, Phil . I t i s interest ing
to note that "before the shipment of the P-40's Spaatz pointed
out th&t the P-40 had 2 z ,30-oaliber nachine eons and 4 f i f t i e s ,
•vfiiile the P-403 had 4 t h i r t i e s and 3 f i f t i e s , and added "neither
the P-40 nor the P-40B are "believed stilted for operations against
a f i r s t - c l a s s a i r pover where the target i s f leet ing and des-
truction of that target mist be rapid." I'emo for AC/S, "-iPD cy
Brie. Gen. Oar! Sp-^atz, AC/AC, Caief Plrins 333.v. , 38 Jan. 1341,
in AAG 3S1 31 , "ar Plans.

15, History of the 34th P-Jxsuit Group /History of 24th Purstdjt/,
Apx>. I I , History of the Fifth Air Force (sad i t s Predecessors),
Part I , Deceaber 1S41 to August 1943 /.History, 5th /

16. GO Tj-16, Bi. Phi l . Kept. , 6 Ifey 1941.
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17. Olr,gett's career after his graduation from "Jest Point in 1906
was a highly unusual one. Ee achieved the rank of temporary
lieutenant colonel "before the end of the first '.forld tfar. 30
ifl98, War Bepartuent, ..'asMngton, 1918. He performed the follow-
ing duties aaong others: Department Air Service Cfficer,
Southeastern Department; Goros Area Officer, l.inth Corps Area;
Goruaaading Officer, Sroo^s Pi eld, San Antonio and Comrandant,
Air Corps Primary Plying School; Comr-anaing Officer, Zelly Field
and Ooni^mdaEt, Air Corps Advanced Hying Scnool. As coBLsndlng
officer of Zelly Eield and later of Selfridge Field, he received
conrr.endations for his administration, Gne of these stated:
"Kelly Held considered one of the "best administered stations
in the Anas- A.O." Synopsis from 0/AO to AGO, 28 liar. 1234, in
AP 201, Olagett. In 1933, his efficiency report had rated M m
as completely unsatiefoctory in handling officers and men, in
adninistrative and executive duties, in tact, in judgment, and
in cordon sense. Ltr., Jla^stt to G/AO, 30 (or 30} July 1933,
in A? 301, Cla£ett. On 29 Pefcrcury 1S36, he was nade tfing
0osL(1ander, xirst Wins, CSQ Air Force, JZareh Tield, Oalifornia.
Eis orders read that he vould hold the tecnorary rani: of "brigadier
general for the jjerio'l of that aspignacnt. Eis efficiency report
was excellent and siroerior for the period, l)ut he was relieved
froa that coJinana 3 July 13G6 and transferred to Self ridge ?ield,
Vlch. vith the raak of colonel. 1st ind. (ltr., Olagett to TAG,
13 July 13D3), Ilaj. Oen, 2*. II. Arsdrev/s to SAG, 20 July 1936, in
AF 301, Ee was -proiaoted to the temporary rani: of brigadier
genera,! &{r&n ia the fall of 1940.

18. detract, ltr. of trans.^ittal, Intelligence Div. to 0/AO, 3 July
1341; meao by Ool. V, B. Cooper, Iledical Oorps, 3G June 1941;
ltr., Glagett to Arnold, 13 July 1941; ltr., Arnold to Clagett,
29 July 1241, all in AF 301, Olagett.

19. History, 5th A?, 1; aeno for the C/3 ~oy Soaatz, 1 Aug. 1941, in
A(J 320.2 (C-20-41), Aircraft 'Jjindjsc Service; GO j*i, H«L. U3.1EP3,
4 Ana. 1941, in A"op. IX, History, 5th AT. According to ltr. ,
SAG to 0G, Phil. iJept., 16 Aug. 1941, in AG 320.2 (6-30-41),
Aircraft Earning Service:

1. C'he Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron,
Philipjine Department Air Torce &nd Headquarters an:"!
Headcuarters Sq.us.dron, 24th Pursuit Groijp (Interceptor)
are constituted on the active list.

3. The 34th Pursuit Groin (Interceptor) and the 4th
Oo^nosite Group are reorganised t-M. the units listed
"below are assigned thereto as indicated.
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4th
Ho. and Hq.. Sq»
Sd Pursuit Sq.. U)
17th ]?ursuit Sq.. (I)
20 th Pursuit Sq. U

Hq. and Hq. Sq.
23th Bombardment Sq. (-•-)
2d Observation Sq.
2ow Target Detach.

Actually the provisions of thi<5 letter were not carried out
until 16 September. GO 5flOr Eq,. T>SATJ3, 16 Sep. 1541. According
to the Hi story of the 24th Pursuit STOUT- , that group had not
been activated until 1 October.

20, i'l&ao for Col. Crawford, '-"f-D, by S^aatz, 15 Am- 19*1. in AAG- 636
Si tes , Phi l ippines . On 9 Au^a^t the usable length snd width,
of the north-south runway on 17ichol3 was 3,600 x 700 feet , She
east-uest runway was -under construction and not usable . The
construction reduced the usable length of the north-south runway.
llsg. ^54, livBila to SAG, 9 Aug. 1941. 3y 19 August the s i tua t ion
had changed to such an extent the.t IlncArthur co-old radio that
s-offioient rirfields? were avai lable for the fo l l o r i n s "additional
squadrons11: 10 pu r su i t , 7 siediun bo!uT3>ird\ieat, 3 heavy "oorabardment;
within three iaoaths, 3 addi t ional heavy squadrons; snd in 6
months, 3 addi t ional pursu i t , 9 ae&iun oosftardment, 10 heavy
"bonlinrdaent. Hsg. .rl(i7, I&aila to 1AG-, 13 Aug. 1941, i n AA&
000-600 ::uc, K i n .

31. J-etao for Brett "by Sjaatg, 36 Aug. 1941, ia Aifr 381.33, Var Flans.

33. rhid.

23. :;ecio to 0/AAJ h7 Brig. &en. L. 2. Gerow, 18 Aug. 1941, in Air AG
SAS 453.1, Ph i l . ; meao for O/AO by Lt. Ool. Arthur ". Vansaan,
Sec. oS the Air Staff, 11 Aug. 1941, in AACr 453.1 Airplanes,
Phi l . So aeet the requirements of augmenting the Philippine
Department by 1 heavy bombardment group, i t was considered that
the folloi-iin^ units were recuired: 1 gp. hq.. and hq. sq, , 2
Ijonii). sq s . , 1 rcn. sq. , 1 materiel sq . , 1 A0 sq. interceptor
control, 1 hq,. and hq. sq. interceptor coiamaad, 1 hq. and hq.
eo. (Aiii) , 4 ord. cos . , 1 true": oo., 1 eng;. bn. l e ss one co. ,
3 decontamination de t s . , 1 signal A'JS, appropriate hospital
f a c i l i t i e s and necLic,:il corps Tjfrcoanel. HQIAO for O/AS />y
office of O/AAF/, IS Aug. 19417, in AAS 331.9, dead f i l e s ,
Air Corpr> Sroops-Sai.'aii, Pisnaaa, P h i l . , e tc .

24. B&B, Chief, ^ t e r i e l Eiv. to AO/AO, 24 Apr. 1S41, in MG 373,
dead f i l e ? , Flights-Hawaii, Ph i l . ; l t r . , Brig. (Jen. Pranlr D.
lacklnnd to 0G» 4th A?, 14 June 1941, in AG- 301, Sugene L.
Subanlz.

35. llemo for O/AAS* by ?, 37 July 1941, in AA& 453.1 idrnlanes, Ph i l . ;
nag. , Adsns to CG, American Forces in the Tar Sast, 31 July 1941,
in AG 320.2, Organisation and Reinforcement, USAPFSj neno for

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO129S8



This Paqe Declassified IAW EO12958

36.

37.

307

C/S ~by Spavfcs, 1 Axis. 1941-. in AAG- 452.1 Airplanes,
7. P. Usher, P.enort on Philippine and Java Operations /PIslier
?.eport7, in A-2 library; l t r . , 5-paatz to AcLt. H. E. Star!:, Chief
of ITaval Operations, 5 Aug. 1941; ms,3., A£F Air Staff to CO
Eauoiian AP, no fiats, in AAG 378, dead f i les , Slight s-Havaii,
Phil. Definite infonxition vas availr.ole on the condition, of
fields on llidiway and Vase: at ::idway three runvays are under
construction; (l) 4,500 x 300 feet; <2) 5,500 x 300 feet;
(3) 3,200 x 300 feet. Boiled coral boss on a l l runways
cosroleted, Asphaltic concrete top paving completed on al l run-
vays to width of 160 feet. Sopping on runway ITo. 1 eoq?lete&
300 feet wide for distance of 2,000 feet from southuest end.
Ehis runvay now usable in ejetreae ©mergeaoy with caution provided
prior notice i s givea, to pernit renoval of construction eqiiipaent
from runways. If ITavy gives priority to this runway paving,
300-foot v&dth for entire length oaa "be completed in 17 days.
Estimate entire paving project can lie co.~jplete& "by 15 Oct.
Adeq.'ca.te qriiuitities of 100-octane gasoline ajid oil available
fron lt?,vy ead 3?aaa Anerioan storage on Saad Island iaaediately
adjacent to Eastern Island. Servicing :sust be acco^iplished
froa druoe v/hich can be spotted on r]astera Island on 24-ho?ir
notice. Oomsiunications, meteorological» and housing fatsilities
for personnel adequate nou. At 'JsCz® there is one runv;ay of
rolled coral 3,000 s 150 feet. Surface rou^h and covered irf.th
SKiall loose coral rocC ŝ. Oonstruction started, on east-west
r«n;ray incorporating present rummy ifhich will be 5,000 x 200
feet. Contractor on job estimates he caa coinplete this project
in 30 days, This ruauay vhen coispleted will be suitable for
heavy bombers, but parking mat and warn-irp strip imnediately
adjacent to runway shoixld bo provided in order that the landing
field can be used by more than one airplane at a tine. 100-
oatane gasoline and suitable oil available in sufficient quan-

t i t ies froa ITavy and Pan American storage, but 36-ho'ar notice
should be given prior to dispatching a flight to this field due
to the United nxtnber of druns. Coiaaunications, meteorological,
and housing facili t ies for personnel are adequate. Paraphrase
of asg. •;$$, ?ort Shafter to C/AO, 11 Aus. 1941.

llggs., Adaas to OG Hawaiian Deot., 33 Au^. and 3 Bern, 1341, in
AAG 373, dead f i l e s , 21ifi&ts-Eawaii, Phi l .

S?wo days before, the groxmd elenents consisting of 1 officer and
174 enlisted men sai led from Hawaii on board the USAI President

'Jin^ CoKunander CSarins of the HAA31 accomnaaied the
_ as far as Port Iloresby as a passenger, llsg. jf24S,

Short to O/AA?, 5 Sep. 1941, in AA& 373, dead f i l e s ,
Eawaii-Phil.
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28. llâ . 2. O'Donnell, Report of the 14th Bombardment Squadron,
19 Sep. 1941, in AG 452.1, Plights of 3-17 Aircraft. See
Appendix 1.

99. Aray and. llr,vy Stetlxnate of United States Cver-all Production
Requirenents, 11 Sep. 1941, in AAG 381, 'bulls, Plans.

30. Il)id.

31. The plan also considered the poss ib i l i ty of using 3-39's or
B-33's against Japan fron Alaskan or Philippine "bases. Fold.

32. Hs£. y377, lincArtlrur to Marshall, 7 S<ro. 1941 and llarghall to
0& USAFKi, 9 Ss^. l¥4 l t i n A& 330.3 (7-33-41), Organisation
and Reinforcenonts for

33. Olar!: Field, ^315,000; ITichols J i e ld , $S75,0G0; O'Eonnell Field,
$500,000; 3ataan 2ield, £500,000; I^tla'oane Field, $51,000;
2amboan£O J ie ld , £333,000. Ilcsno for O/AS "oy Ool. James 0.
Shively, deputy chief, Siiildings and G-roxaids, AO/AS,
19 June 1943, in Air Aft. SAS 636, Phi l .

34. L t r . , Eq,. OG USLaTSS to 0& Air Force, 11 S<r>, 1941, in A3 453.1,
Sec. 1, Fli£jht of 3-17 Aircraft; 5uE, O/AS, A.CF to C/AO,
24 Se-o. 1U41; nsg. #333, 5JA& to OflEhil. Dejpt. , 7 Oct. 1941,
in AG 530.33 (2-24-41) 1I0-G, Air Field Eevelo^nent in the
Phil iwdne Islands. On 5 roreabcr, the Chief of the Arm;/ Air
Forces ad&recssed a nenoran&un to the Chief of St-iff recomending
ti . i t "the Chief of the Air Corps he authorised to include
$30,000,000 fron the Second Supoleneatal 194*2 estiraates for the
construction of aviation and signal i ' ac i l i t ies i n the Philippine
area. n 2To action apparently was ta?:en on th i s rsconaendation
prior to 7 JDeceaber. V.eno for C/AS T>;- Ool. Janes C. Shively,
dej>uty chief, Suildin^s and Grounds, AC/AS, t-j&D, IS June 1943,
in Mr A&, SAS 686, Phi l .

35. L t r . , Hq. A',/3, Air Jorce, USASPa to Ov U5£&dt 10 Oct. 1941,
in AS- 330.3, Aircraft Varaing Service; rasg., liar s t a l l to C£
USATyS, & Sep. 1941, in ."JJ 320.3 (7-23-41), Organisation and
EeinforceLients for S P I

36. i:s.s. , l i jrshall to GG TJSairj., 9 Se^. 1941, in A& 330.3 (7-33-41),
Organization and Eeinforcsaeats for U2Liil'3; l t r . , Hq. 03 tTSAJS'S
to OG Air Porce, 11 Sep. 1941, in A& 453.1, Sec. 1, Flight of
B-17 Aircraft; msg. i(*310, Adrjas to CG Phil . Eept. , in A3 330.3
(9-24-41), Transfer of 2 ?urs*uit S^s.

MOTION
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llemo for the S/TJ by Gen. Gerow, Acting Asst. 0/S, 2 Oct. 1941.
in Afl- 370.5 (8-1-41) Ft . 1, Reinforcements and Loveaent of
Sroops; s s^s . yS25 and 536, fercraert to TACK 8 Oct. 1941, in AAG-
458.1 Airplanes, Ph i l . ; msg. • 3rereton to AG'fAH, 1 TOT. 1S41,
in AAG 453.1G, Airplane Eeports. She nuaiber of ?-403's in the
Philippines on 31 Oct. 1941 i s open to qijestion, since the
Status of Airpltsa.es i n Hoxetga. Possessions, 31 Oct. 1S41, shows
119 on hand or reported departed. AA.fi 452.1, Airplfae Escorts.

I t r . , Hq.. CG •GSASB'S to C& Air Force, 11 Sep. 1341, in A& 453.1,
Sec. 1, I l i c a t of B-17 Aircraft; I t r . , 3LV.0 to 0G- AS'OO, 9 Oct.
1941, in Aft 370.5 (8-1-41) P t . 2, Eeinforcenmts and "ovcuent
of Eroops; $&?., Bri£. Sen.. G, S. S/.trateneyer/ to !Ia.teriel 3)1 v . ,
3 Cot. 1241 ana BJt, CDAO :i?.teriel to O/AS AAP, 13 Oct. 1941, in
AAG 453.1 Airplanes, Phi l .

to OS USAETii, 9 Sep. 1941, in AS 320.3 (7-23-41),
Organisation and Soinfor cements for TJS-iFiU,, EwS, A-3 AW to
A-4 AAF, 9 Sep. 1941, in AAG 331,9, dead f i l e s , Air Corps
Iroops e tc . stated that the follovdng •units were to "be t rans-
ferred to the Pbilirnine Bep&rtaient a t the ear l ies t practicable
t i ae : 1 gp. hq. and hq,. sq» "florao. (H); 2 "bomb sqs. (E) (the ISth
3or.ib. Gp. less one gq. now stationed at Albnruerque, IT,;;.); 1
rca. sq. ; 1 materiel stj..; 1 hq. and hq.. sq. interceptor
1 ho., and hq. co. a i rcraf t warning service-interceptor
assorted ordnance, truck, engineer, maintenance, and rselical
un i t s . See also I t r . , SAG to OS ^ 0 0 , 13 Sep. 1941, in AG- 370.5
(^-17-41), Eeinforcement and Movement of Sroops; asgs . , Adams
to 3S Haraiisin Dept. , 36 Sep. 1941, end Adaas to 0& '\JSJ^T2,
SI Oct. 1941, i n AAG 373, deed f i l e s , 21IJb.t£, Hawaii, Phi l .
BS2, C/AS AiW to 0& ArOC, IS Oct. 1941, in AAG 573, dead f i l e s ,
Fl ights , Eavaii, Phi l , statecr that 35 3-17 oreve vrill Tae prepared
by the 7th Boi£>Eroz,ent Group for ferry service on or about
1 DeceElier end l i s t s ths foiloT.,in^ schedule of heavy "boiiber
f l i n t s ; 30 3-1? fs, 1 Eecon"ber; 35 B-17's, 1 January 1942;
50 3-17 !G, 1 Jebrucry 1942; 35 2-34 's , 1 ?e"aro:*ry 194?. Accord-
ing to &•£, O/AS && to C& iTOa, S2 Oct. 1941, the follovdnr

ver& coateaa?l:ited: £0 2-17 's , 1 £eeeiaber; 25 B-17's,
rt" 1943; 3 B-34's, 1 Jrjm&rjr 1343; 30 3-17'*, 1 February

1942; 16 B-34'6, 1 S'eTirupry 1942j 16 S - 2 4 ' E , 15 Tebrxry 1942.

Ilenio for the Secretary of V,PX "by :ir,j. Gea. H. H. Arnold,
OhiBf of Staff for Air, 8 Oct. 1941, in AA& 453.1 AirnL-Jies,
Philippines estimates the proCiu1;ion of 3-l7iJ's a s : Septcnher
1941, 5; October, 12; ITovembor, 16; Dec«a"ber, 35; January 1943,
30; Jetrur-r;', 40, Of S-'J&'e: I'Dvecber 1941, 2; BecsmTber 8;

194?, 40; Tetiruciy, tt.
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41. Ilesio for the 0/S "by H. ?., Star!:, GM.e£ of I'-wr-l Operations, 10
Oct. 1541, in'•*.?. I I -C-3, Hawaiian Islands.

42. :is£,. /ES4, Short to 33AC, 33 Oct. 1341 j l t r . . 2AG- to CGr Kai-aiian
reret., 27 Oct. 1941, AG 5S0.S2 (9-3Q-41) IiO-fc, in AAG Ili

and '*aT:e, "by 35 Ootooer, SO,000

43. :iemo for C/AC T)y I^aJ. Eavard. P. Ciixtis, Sec./AS, 28 Au^. 1941;
HLE, C/AS AAF to D/AST, 19 Sep. 1541; aeso for SAG "by I A J . 3dward
P. Curtis , 10 Se-. 1941; BS«H, 00A3 llateriel to O/AS C3AG, 8 Cct.
1941, in AMU 400 I l isc . , Phil .

44. rbicL.; ss£. -,,-452, Short to C/AAF, 9 Cot. 1941 and Arnold to CG
Hawaiian Dept., 17 Get. 1341, in AAG 373, dead f i l e s , P l iya t s -
Havaii, Phi l . The problem of transporting fuel to the Philippines
proTed d i f f icu l t . In September, the objective -was to make
E-vailaMe 9,000,000 gallons of. 100-octaae T>y 1 I'e'bpacry. BaE,
O/AS AAF to 0/AAT, 15 Sep. 1941, in ;aG 40U J i s c . Ph i l . Arrange-
ments vere also cor.^leted with Standard Cil to provide and store
opproxLnrtely 6,200,COO ,>llons of IGO-octane in the Ehilip~inec.
*,,"hether th i s vrt'.s considsred a part of the 0,COO ,000 gallons i s
not clear . EctE, COAS l^iteriel to 0/S AAF, 36 Sep. 1941, in AAG
4.00 U s e . Phi l . Steps \;ere also t^:en in Coto'oer to insiare
rirfficient fttel a t llidra.;,r esd '.'size. In response to an -jmy Te-
cuest to sss ipt Pan, Acericca in pro vicing the necessary
the "avy egreed to have a t ind
gallons aviation eas and 1,600 ^alloac lubricating oi l and, "oy
15 Eecesber, 120,000 tTillons sas and 2,400 rcllons o i l . L t r . ,
0/S to Chief of ITaval Operations, 13 Cct. 1941 and Chief of ICav&l
Operations to 0/S, SI Oct. 1S41, in :J& 400 ilisc, Phi l .

45. Eeport to CO, AFOG "by Lt, Ool. 3. L. lubanl:, cor.:.snding 19th
G-roiin, 33 Cct. 1941, in AAG- 373-6A, Ferry Cret's; l t r . , 3rig.
Gen. ?reak 3 . lae'ilaad, oo!^r,rj£dics Air Base, Tucson, Aris. to
00 ATCO, 3S Cct. 1941, in Air AG- SAS S70.5, Ph i l . ; msg, , Adans
to GG Eat-aiian Ueot., 18 Oct. 194t, in AG 453.1 (10-1S-41) II5-G.

46. ]!eno for Chief of ITaval Operations by liiruhall* 17 Oct. 1941,
and :-,$£. to OG Eawniicsn T-ent, , 17 Cct. 1941, in AAG 373, dead
f i l e s , "li^its-Eav?oii, P h i l . ; neno for the 0/S D;-H. H. Star!:,
SO Cct. 1941, in AG 453.1 (10-20-41).

47. I.'erjo for OG, ATCO "oy :k,j . ildwara P. Ourtis, See./AS, 30 Sen.
1941, in AAG 373, dead f i l e s , P i lo ts -Hawai i , K i i l . j ms£.
S3 Oct. 1941, Ft . Shafter to SAG; r.s£5. , Adnas to CG
Dent.» IS Cct. 1941, 31 Cct. 1941, and Short to i'AG, #604, 28 Oct.
I34i , in AG 45S.1 (10-33-41), Flight of 3-17 Aircraft. A ser ies
of ncssafes dated frori S3 October to 19 rovenoer 1341 gives the
deta i ls of the a r r iva ls toid departuree of th i s noveraent.
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Chapter II

1. Ifecao for G/S "by Ilaj. &en. H. H. Arnold, Deput;- 0/S for Air,
3 Oct. 1941, in AF 201, Brereton; l t r . , SAG- to :iaj. Gen. Lewis
E, Brereton, 7 Oct. 1541, in AF 201, Srerefcon; l t r . , Arnold to
tlacArthttr, 14 Cct. 1941, in AC- 321.9 0, Pa i l .

2. iieuo for EiG "by Ixij. 3. ,?. Curtis, Sec./AS, SO Got. 1941, i n -
cluding an additional "llstio for the He cord, B in. Mr AG SAS
330.3, Pni l .

3. l t r . , SAG- to 0& Ut^ri'I}, 38 Cct. 194X, i n M G 3?1.9, dead f i l e s ,
Air Corps 2roo?s, Hawaii, P h i l . ; &0 ,TS8, Htj. u-SAEJ, 14 17ov.
1941, in App. I I , History, 5th AT. She origin of the V Inter-
ceptor Conii«iand in the PMlippiaee i s r.ot oler-r. The activation
of ?, KffGcL<ruarters and EoadqiaarterF. SqWiClron, V Interceptor
Coarisnd vas authorised a t Ft. Lauton, ''ash. "by l e t t e r , TAG to
Q& Air I'orce Combat Ooffir-̂ nd, 14 Cot. 1941, in A& SCO.3 (10-1-41)
Aircraft kerning Service. This authorization v̂ as carr ies out

IToveiilaer. "She Vth.'1 ps-lled froru Saa Trancisco for the
on 6 December, but put "back into port v?hen informed

of the stt&,ci: on Pecrl EarDor. I t off ic ia l ly regained there
•until the fa l l of 1943. Eistory of Headquarters and Headqiiarters
Squadron, T Fighter OonK-̂ tid. AlthotaQb. no authority for act iva-
tion of the V Interceptor Connand in the Philippines can lie
foiiad either in "aphin^toa or in Australia, i t "is l i s t ed as
oper,atin£ -under Urereton's comnand on S Decessbr-r 1941 f and
on other off icial aocruaeats. History, 5th Alf, 5-4. Although
the offici&l desigaction a t th is time was 5th 3onber ConEiand and
5th Interceptor Conzr-nd, the pract ice of referring to oosBianfis
vnth the Eonan capi ta l , i . e . 7 3omT>er Copland, i s consistently
followed in th i s

4. ::sg.

5.

6.

liicArthur to 2AG, 9
HOT. 1941, in A

, 1S42 and t"6-X, TAG- to C&
(7-S8-43.) Sec. 3,

Ltr . , Spaats to Cl&cett, 7 Aug. 1941; l t r . , Olagett to TAG,
13 L-'QV. 1941, and 1st ind. by Srereton and Sd ind. "by 0&
TJ3ASTJ; 3SLR«s, Air AG to A-l, 34 Tov. 1941 and A-l to MC-,
18 Dec. 1241, in AF 301,

History, 24th Pursuit ; telet;i>e, CG Hacilton Field to 2AG, 39
Oct. 1941, in AG 370.5 (S-1-41J, par t II s ta tes th&t the Slst
and 34th Jhirsuit Sqs. arrived a t the Sen Eracci^.eo Port of
Sm'oarloition on 29 Octolier. 3ae Eq.. and Hq. Sq,. and the 70th
Sq. of the 35th Pursidt &p. vere e.iithori^ed to nKn̂ e to the
San Francisco Port of 2b"oa,rlca,tion to sa i l "on or about" 1
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December. l t r . , TAG- to CG A1FC0, 1 :iov. 1941, in AG 370,5
(8-1-41) Ft . 2, Seinforeenent and Ibveneat of 'Troops to the
Philippine Department.

7. :is£,, Sroretos, to AG'.,AK, 1 ITov. 1241, in AAG- 453.1G, Airplane
Se-jorts. £he records of "the Chief of the Air Corps" as of
31 October die. not shot' any P-402'c. assigned to uni te , bnt
stated thc.t 119 ?-4CCJ!s were ei ther "on hand or reported departed
for ELiliprjines." Status of /Jtrplsnes in Foreign. Possessions as
of 31 Cctooer 1941, in AAC- 452.1, Airplane Reports. Efforts
uere alro "being ioa.de to prepare 1£ P-40B's for t ransfer to the
PMl iwine r , A par t of these planes were par t ic ipat ing in tlie
Carolina maneuvers, and thus \;ere not to be rals&sed for ship-
ment tui t i l ap->rorxsatel;p 1 Beceaber. B&R, C/AS AA? to A3T30,
4 ITov. 1941 end K S . Ho, AT00 to O/AS AAT, 6 Tov. 1S41, in AAG
453.1, Pursui ts ; BSE, Of AS AAT to 00A0, 4 ITov. 1941, I&R,
l i t t e r le l Div. to 0/A5 AA31, 10 llov. 1041, and B&a, 0/AS AAF to
OOAO (Ifeteriel Diy.; , 19 ITov. 1B41, in AAG- 452.1 Airplanes,
Phi l . Oa 36 ITovenber, i t was stated that 25 P-393D1 E were "being
packed and crated for shii:aent to the R d l l i r u n a s , and that i t
uo'dld l)c necessary to crate only 55 P-40E's xnon corrpletion of
the maneuvers. Pi£, O/AS A6P to QOAC, 2C IIov". 1S41, in AA&
453.1 Airplanes, Ph i l . Ehere was imder consideration a plan
to ferry tliece rjur&iiitE froia A'sistralia to llanila. Ooi, Harold
H. George TaelieTed that to f ly tr.e ^'urs'uits in fron Tov.'nsville
vis. CloncTjrry, Groote Syl&ndt, Darwin, Soepsn^, Ii,ce-ssar,
Sanisrinda T>3. Caraksa., l^laoang to l-i^nila vac feasible, l lsg.,
Adans to 0& USAsJS, 39 Oct. 1S41, and 1st iiid. "by Ool. George
to l t r . , Ool. Carl E. Seals to GG Air 3*orce, 30 Oct. 1241, in
AS 452.1, Phi l .

3. Histories of the 2oth, SOth^and SEd Soxiadronc, in History of
the 19th Bonbardcent Group /History, 19th Bombardment/; nisg.,
ACiaKs to 0G>, Hawaiian Beret. , in A& 370.5 (9-2C-41), transfer
of Air Corps -units; l t r . , SAG- to ^£ Hawaiian Bept., 3 Eec.
1941, in AAS 000-800 Vise,, Pi i i l . ; nsg. , Short to TACJ, 15 "ov.
19-C1; History of the 37th Bombardment Groiio (I); I t r s . , SAG- to
03 ATOO, 22 and 30 Oct. 1941; ueno for AO/S G-2 by Arnold,
C/AAT, *1 ITOV. 1941; l t r . , £AO to OS AT03, 5 ITov. 1941, in A.&
370.5 (C-l-41), Heinforceraents and "oveincat of Croops, Ptr . 1
and 2; Second Anniversary, in Kictory of the 7th 3oaberCbaent

9.

10.

Lt r . , Lt. Col. J . G. loylor, cniefa IntelDi^ence K.v., AO, to
cliief, Dir. of Intnrnrt ional Oon-iaiicitiojis, Uept. of State,
5 170V. 1241, inAA©37C, dead filer, t Sl i^i ts-Hp^ali , r h i l .

sg . ,-5175, American jfcoassy, London, to Sec. of State,
n, SO Oct. 1S41; msf% iHSLBO, Sec. of State to Anerican
X.ondon, -31 Cot. 1241; draft of nee- to be sent to
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CJ& Hawaiian Der>t. , 1 TOT. 1941; msg. , Arnold to C
5 irov. 1941, in AAG- Msc. Gables.

11. IlBfi. ,f849, HonoliiLu to TAG, lfa ITov. 1941; I t r . , llajj. Gen. I. I .
: ,artin to Arnold, 17 Nov. 1S41, inAir AG, SAb 453.1, Pa i l .

12. liegs. 7/-35S to 0& USAJSJE, 3 Kov. 1941; jnsg. #836, llanila to
EAG, 16 ITov. 1241; nsg. ^957, Ft . Shafter to 0/AAP, 27 iTov.
1241; msg. JF1O44, l&nile. to SAG, 1 Deo. 1941. She Earwia
fields "Became almost tuaisable in the rainy season. IJacAri&ur
advised that future he&v;-"borneer f l ights should proceed fror.t
Port llorosby direct ly to l^ni la . Use., liieArtimr to OG Hawaiian
Eept., 3 Dec. 194i, in &Q 45S.1, PSiil. See also History, 5th Jtf,
6, and I t r . , Ol&gett to O/AS, iielto-orne, Ib id . , App, I I , Doc. 13.

. Office of 17aval Intell igeace Comoat
irarratives, 3; Haxt, IT^^rrative of Events.

13 .

14. JBWP-BB-A, Eevision of Balribov ITo. 5, approved "by the Joint
Soard, 19 ::ov. 1S41, in e^ec. office, AC/AS, Pla&s; I t r . ,
i^rsk&ll to 0& USAEEB, SI llov. 194i, in '.'.P. 11-0-5, M
Island.

15. SKB, C/AS .AAT to CO Area, 14 "OT. 1941, in AAO 373.6A, Ferry
Orevs; ms£., A&ai&s to 00 Ea^ifaiian Dent., 14 I'ov. 1941, in AG-
459.1 111-14-41), F l i # t e of 3-17 Aircraft; BaH, O/AS AAP to
OOAa, 15 ITov. 1941, in AAG 452.1, Airplanes, P h i l . ; msg. #843,
liartin to SAG, 15 ITov. 1943, in A& 453.1 (11-15-41) , SllgJitB
of 3-17 Aircraft; meuo for 0/S lay Spa&tz, 33 ilov. 1941, con-
curred in "or AO/S G-3, 25 ITov. and !i?D, 26 "ov. 1941, in AAG-
453.1, Airolaaes, PM1. ; I t r . , Arnold to Ilnrtin, 1 Bee. 1941,
in Air AG, SAS 452.1 , Phi l ,

16. ::emo for 0/5 by
Fai l .

, C3 Tov, 1941, in AAO 452.1 Airolanes,

17. L'e-no for C/AS, i n i t i a l ed as approved hy HfcA, 17 Tov. 1941; KSC.
•sfJ67, S*t. Shaft er to SAG, 38 ITov. 1941. In addition to the
ai rcraf t ca r r i e r s , one of vhich was said to have "been the Ka^a,
the follovin t; a i rcraf t were estimated as "bein;; in the Zi&nd&tes:
S fljinf; Tsoats at "Jotje, S fljdng Taocts and 12 f ighters a t
Jalxdt, 6 f ighters and 6 heavy "bombers at Truk:, 3 fighters
and 5 heavy "boiabers a t Saipan, S flying Taocts at Palau. Ilsg. ,

La, to \!D, sigaed 3rin2:, 2"? Oct. 1941.

18. Singapore to \.D, signed Brinl:, 31 Tov. iy41; I t r . , K. 3rookes
Pophara to liicArthttr, 24 ITov. 1941, in AG 452.1, Ph i l .

19. Hag. , ASarv to OG USAET ,̂ 3S ITov. 1941, in .*& 453.1, K i l l . ;
to 00 Eawaiian Be^i,,^—SP-iiav. 134:..
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30. list;.) Breroton to CO, EAAT, Port :;ores"by, 39 17ov. 1941; nsg. ,
llac Arthur to OG .uavalian Dent., 29 ltav. 1941; msg., Ada?is to
UailTn, 23 HOT. 1941, in AG 452.1, ifciX.} ass . #499, Adaxis to
GO- US^ZFJ, 3 Dec. 1941; msg. -flO44, Hawaii to Oiilef, AC, 5 Bea.
1941; neao for Ada. P-uraell "by Brig. Gen. P.. II. Sutherland,
6 Dec. 194Z, i n A<j 453.1, EMI.

SI. L t r s . , Eq. Air ]?orce» TJSAFJij (fron Hrereton) to a l l post ,
and separate soucdron coicianders, 10 and 11 HOT. 1S41, in AG-
331 (11-12-40) Sec. 1, CSaEFfi; I t r . , St . Eon Ilitclaell to 33r.
3ayr& S t i l l of Dake Univ., in Dr. S t i l l ' s personal f i l e s .

Use. 7/624, Marshall to CG USS
(11-27-41), General; Hart, Zti

?2, 27 Tov. 1341, in A& 331

IDia.; ass . rlOD4, IlacArtJiw to I^rshal l , 38 ITov. 1941, in AG
(11-27-41).General.

the Pidlippinep, in History, 5th A3\ DOC. 82,

. oX

Ghronolos'
App. I I ,

24.

35. Hart, H

36.

27.

a t , HaxrisiijDB. oX SsEents.: '*. P. Fisher, Eeport on Philippine
nad Java Chsorations f i s h e r repor t / j mirecorded interview with
Brig. Gen. Trancis ::. 3xo.<lir Jj.vs.dy i f c l /

Eietory, 24th Pursuit .

lls^., A£DA S33A, Brer^ton to Arnold, 23 Te*o. 1942; iaeao for
£ea. liar "shall IJJ/ l^ij. Gen, J , A. Green, Cltiel of CA, 5 and 7
ITov. 1941, in A& 330.3 (7-38-41), Organisation and Eelaforcemeats
of USLVfiTI], A con^ideralile prograa for expanding coast a r t i l l e r s '
and anti&ircroft f a c i l i t i e s '.ros voider ;̂ajT TJJT t raining -units of
tiie I-hilippine Arcay. Eeoort 'oy Lt. Ool. S. II. ^e l ln i^ , A/A in
tiie Philipjjines, in History, £tii AF, Doc. 24, App. I I ; 3rad;r
iatervie\:. She 200th OA (AA) 2^^.aent iras stationed c t Clare
Field. I t aojfirently had one "battalion oi S-incli gins and
another otittalion of 37-rL-;. £uns. History, Eth. A?, 6.

33.

33.

s coraplained that although, in the near future SOU 363's
be available sines the;- were "being manufactured at the

rate of about 40 per month, they were all laein̂ ; delivered to
Coast Artillery Tani-Ss* :;e:no for the 0/S "by Sp-tatz, 13 ".Tov,
1941T in Air AS, SAS 320.2, Phil.; msg. ,fSl9, :̂ .<xirthiir to 2AC-,
SI ITov. 1341; History, 34th Purq-uit; History of the 7 Tighter
Co2Tu,*ind,

Statenoat of It. Col. lay Slsaore, in History, 5th A31, Doc. SOa,
An^. II; "Brady interview.
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30. l a i d . : Statement of Col. Blsmore.

31. History, 34th Pursuit .

33. llrg. #96, Singapore to T/D, signed , 5 Dec. 1941.

33. i:sg. ,,'1105, DaojSrthtu? to £AG, 6 Dee. 1941, i a AG- 3S1 (11-37-41) ,
General.

34. I t r . , E<£. TJSJIT3 C^cArtlror) to Ca Philippine Div., Start "
: : i a , 6 Dec. 1941, i a AG- 3S1, U3AP in the 7ar Bast.

S5. :is£. TJ-733, IJarshall to 0& U3ii"S, 7 Dec. 1941, iu A<x 3S1
(11-37-41), General. For a comlete collection of the warning

£es goe Appendix 3.

36. Kistory, £th j ? , 6-7.

.!>-
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Chester III

1. History of the 27th 3ombardnent Grotro.

3. History, D4th Pursuit.

3,

4,

She 34-th Group received official confirmation of the outbreak:
of hostilities at "ap^roxiaately 4:45." IMd. Tb.e "oomoer Dase
at Eel llonte apparently received two notices, one at about
0630, stating "Hostilities have De^un. All airdromes alert."
2he other a few ninutes later, "hostilities have commenced,
govern yourself accordingly.1' Interviews with Col. Fry (Doe.
8) /Try interview aad with Maj. Heald (Doc. 17), in History,
5th AF, App. II.

Interview; with Col. IjUgene aibanlr; interview with Ool. Harold
2ads, engineer, Par Bast Air Force; tallc "by Ma,1. V. P. Fisher,
in AAG SS5, *.;arfare. On 27 llay 1944 a letter v/ae uritten from
the Chief of Staff, Fifth Air Porce to General ueadojuarters.
Southwest Pacific Area, requesting that persons 'mo had hold "key
positions" in the Philippines; should furnish the historical
office of thos Fifth Air Torce a\dth such information as they
can" on sir force activities in the Philippines. Sevorai
questions were presented includiac & reouest for information
on vhether a plon esd-stocL for the e:jploj.xisnt of tins air force
in the event of war, a question as to whether an attach on
Hawaii \gas coneidored Justificction for aa offensive attack hy
Aasrican Taoaliers a^iinst Por^osa, aad uhethor General Brereton
had received anr orders on the eowlojiatfiit of lorn'oers on the
norninj of 8 Eece^'oor. £he roply to this? letter cane in the
fona of a first indorsexont of 7 Jmie, si-̂ ied "by the acting
adjutant general by coonand of General liicjlrthur; "Shere is no
official inforoation in this headquarters Tiearin^ upon the
questions •Qro'oDxm.ded in liasic coajauaication." Doc. 30, History,
5th ii7, A m . II.

5. Eistory of the 30th Bosabardsent 3q.-uadron, in History, 19th 3oa-
•bardneat; Eistory, 34tii Pursiait.

6. I>id.; Fisher Report.

7. IMd.: ia.etoT7, 24th ?urs-uit; Itr. (?), Col. A. ',f. lixrriner,
Kir. of Connuaications to CO- U3Als1lA, 3 Apr. 1943, in AA& 600
-Jisc., Phil.

3. History, 24th Pursuit; Fisher P.eport. !Ehe "avy claimed that
the first afctac-: on the Philippines was aade iipon two i'BI's at
Ilalalag in "Davao Gulf. SJhese two planes were destroyed. Two
others had just token off on 0. reconnaissance flight and escaped.
Hart, TcvvtatlvQ of gvgnts.. T%T?!QjyTVTr^^Tl?T^
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9. Eistory, 24th jPursiiit; Keator and Ijjore received EEC's for their
victories. According to the citation, Koore shot down his two
planes on 10 December. But the descrl-otlon o£ the action.
tallies more with that of 3 Beceaber. ®> v/48, Eq. USAGES,
21 Deo. 1941. See also History, 5th AE1, 12.

10. History, 24th Pursuit; GO ,rll, Eq. 5th jj, 30 Sep. 1943;
interview in History, 5th A2".

11. History, 19th 3oa.bardaent, App. 3 /l9th Groiap Operations £ecor&7.
Staff Sergeant ::ilo Bibin received a Purple Heart for the 3-17
action, as he was severely vouaded. while at his post as an
aerial gunner. 60 ,,16, Hq. Tax East Air Porce, Bandoeng, Java,
13 ?eb. 194-3.

13. All these men were dooorated. GO ,fl7, Ho. FEAJ", 33 Feb. 1943;
GO -fZ, Kq. Southwest Pacific Coarjand, Leobang, Java, 15 Feb.
1943; GO tf48, Bfc. BSASPS, SL Dec. 1941; GO y53, Hq. 5th £F,
13 2cc. 1943. Others citsd in these general orders for sinilar
feats vere ll/Sgt. Sitomas J. Crui«loy; S/Sgt. Jinthony Holub, and
Pfc Joseph &. Ilc^lroy. See also Tisher P.eport. The one anti-
aircraft reginent stationed at the airfields was the 200th OA
CM) at Clar': Jield.. 3?his regiment apparently had one battalion
of 3-inch f̂ tns and another of 37-nn. guns. But only low-altitude,
powder-train fuses wore available for 3-inoh shells. History,
5tli A2?; •unrecorded interviews vdth 3rig«_Ge3a. Prancis '.L 3radjr

/Brady interview/ and Col. Cecil Coaibs /.Oon'os interview/", llajor
Gibos coamsnded the 19th Group froxi 10 to 12 Eecealier. On 12
Eeceiaber he took off in a 3-13 for ilinclanao during severe
tropical stores. Oolonsl Combs reported thrt the storas were
so severe that even a B-17 had difficulty in penetrating them.
I&Jor Globs never reached I^Lndanao, and it is assumed that the
storms "battered his 3-18 to pieces. Anp. A, History, 19th

13. Fisher Eeport and Pisher Ealk; History, 24th Pursuit; asg.
^1133, Manila to 1,D, 3 Dec. 1941; rngg. ̂ 1135, "anila to ''D,
received 9 Dec. 1941. !he status of aircraft at other outposts
at the sejoe time: Hamii—40 P-40's, 3 A-3D's, 6 B-18'r, 7
3-17's; Alaslca—13 3-18's, 20 P-S6«s, 1 P-37. Heno for S/'i
by Spaata, C/AS, 8 Bee. 1941, in J U $ 453.1 Airplanes, 2 M 1 . A
fli^t of the 17th Squadron had attested to intercept the Jap
attack on. ITichols Field. Cwo aircraft crashed on the takeoff
"because of dust on the runway, snd the remainder failed to make
the interception in the dnrhaess. She 31st Squadron at Eel
Caraen Field finally got 16 ?-35's into the air, intercepted
Jap;mese fomation, and clains to have shot down three eneny
planes. ZTo P-35's were destroyed, "but several were rather

SECUR!
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"badly dsnaged. This was the only occasion that the 21st
Squadron was able to perform an interception. Their planes
were not in good condition, having an average of about 600
hours flying time on each aircraft, s M their guns had "been
•used extensively for target practice. Sta.ter.xeat of Ity.
Stevart *»". SoVb.

14. I-Iss. ,,-llEg, llonila to ",ffl, received, 9 Dec. 1941; History of
the 37th Groin; History, 24131 Pursuit; nsg. sil33, lianila to
ilD, 8 Tec. 1941 j Lt. Col. Janes 3. McAfee's Diary,

15. Eeport lay S. U. liellnik, A/A in the Philippines, Doc. 24, in
Eistory, 5th £$, Ar>p. II.

16. 18th Group tolerations P.ecord; Hart, ITarrative of Shrents.

This information mi^ht have teen acquired "by It. Grant 11.
1'ahoney of the 3d Purs-oit G-roms. His citation for the J)3C
reads: "Volianteerin^ for a vital ni^ht nxssion in thick
breather cturins a collets ground "blackou*, and in the face of
severe ground firs froa strongly-held positions, Lieutenant
llnhoaey seo-ared the inforrj&tion on Secea:iber 10, 1941, which
was needed for a siibsequent successful toaibius attac'r,!I GO
# Hq. USA2TS, 31 Doc. 1941.

History, 34th Furs'Jit; 19th Groi^) Operations Eecordj GO
Hr.- USAZ?2, 31 Eee. 1941. Lt. Jac'c EaXe of the 17th Seruadron
va.% cited in the saae goneral order for v;hat \ia.s apparently
the srjse action. He is described as leading 3iis flig!it in
attacks near Viom, Ilosos irorte, on 10 Decoaber, througii
heavy AA. from "ap^rosiaately tuenty hostile naval vessels,
including two he?«vy cruisers and several destroyers. ..."
For the characteristics of the P-35 see Appendix 3.

Seven 3-17»s load arrived iri.th Ilajor O'Eonnell on 9 December.
in eighth, piloted "by Ot.pt. JS, L. Parsel, had reached San
Ilarceliao on the sarae day after a reconnaissance mission south
of Davao. 19th Group Operations Secord.

I?M*'> ^ '^> 2q. Southwest Pacific Corrsand, Iienbang, Java,
15 Fet. 1942. Eais general order is Incorrect as to date,
giving 9 £ecember as the day of the .atssions rathsr thca the
10th.

The oest account to dcotc of Colin folly's nission war vnritten
"by Col. 3. Hi* Eu&aac after aa interview idth. Lt. Joe 3eaa, and
other officers who had tsillreS to the other survivors,
Seport of "light of Omtein Ooliti P. Selly . . . , Eoc. 25, in
History, 5th 12'f App. II. _Eie _citatlQasJJldicste that the
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35.

37.

_>, rJ.&U£.ll;' I d e n t i f i e d r.z the t a t t l e r -h i ^ ncrnru*, vac
i s no eviccr.es th:,t the I.V.T<U;O *r--s sux.":. d te I j f p

civc'jro3 In I c i e r on^t jer-cntc, such ao the second 3?. t t le of the
Phi l ip -duo Sea. .arZiin^ton, Oct. X ' , 1&££, I ^ e l f i c S lept
Cor~ra.-J.pue 1CS; SO . /&, Hn. C'.-^j^a, 31 Tea. 1E-11; GC (1-S8, Hq.
Zth AT, 2 Tec. l E 1 ^ ; GO . .rr , ITn. Lth .VT, 13 I c e . lE-i?. See "siso
:.££. 0, Jrvo- to 5L1G, XL Te'o. 1D4? cjau l i s t e r 2a l ' : ru.Lr,rJ^Inc
the onjZioC^oat. ILxJ-ri'vor on Ci Pec. 1CC1 racntioncd <!the r in
of Jr.T? "cf'ttlerliin " r̂ Ooli . ^011;'" ' ' l i i l t on 11 DecerJbi?r he hac
Xi c.loc& tli:..t rin.t enu. of r t t r . e : , shirs T:;,-
l^C-> -:--c;-rt2njr to Ir-O, 11 ;.^& ,C3 Toe.

to ;i:~,v€ dlsaolci . ,-. : h h of the Hurarjii ciriSf on 1?. I'ecc, .

*, "*th Pvra-olt.

r.e~ort 01* Or."';. *>.*illian .'. Eoro JJJJVQ Zi(nox£J, in ^-2 I I D .

y, ?-:t]i Ptirsoit; CO »4S, En. l^clT. , 21 Tec. 1C41; ft) ?r^7.
rrz, ic s"u*o. i94i; GO ,.rc, rro. ctL . c , s i Oct. iC4c.

i t

"or a/S "0;- A C U B J AO/3, &-", 10 Toe. 1241, f i led in
cc In -iTIi:i f i l e r . Cxc l i i t tor? of the ?-ita ^ur^ji t
S'Jatcc that the 3d yau. S-itt Squr.Crojif. ccK.ibired.
the So. hed r-lread^- joined the 17th, i t In probr.'alo th. t

the Clct ar̂ d 3-ifci \Mch co^inea on 10 December.

Iii"tor;r, &tl. J-T, 1?; IStii Grovv Cjierction^ record. ILc airoror e
on ;j.ridoro v.c OTer^tci thfon;hout the cic^e of x'ttzai "by 75
r-oa \-ho h:..d been cvt cue tcv froii Clur*: Tield. lr;*

llrw-.» I-exile, to ,D, 11 Tec. 1K1; -*rj. , I-rjillr to ^C.̂ u"., 1""! Ice.
10-Z1; P n t ' l n j 10 received ccrtlerr ca 1<, Eccc;."bcr to t n c c f e r
to Zart Ir.tLxcr "baser. H'.rfc, "cr rs t ive of ..hrents. OQ K-\3, i:^.
t ^ J T Z , s i Ice. 1341: CO ,C7, Eq. L"3.'JTF-, IC Tec. lE'J?.
"Jrlr-cc conre;.' «;•" core^nti.1 oon^r^tul" t ion r to >^t ' . ir . Jf.".Tifs
A. Tillr- 'or for hip o-xtst^Cit.^ contrioution-5 to tLc c.ir
Cefcnce of t h : ?hil i"^inec vhich, hr,ve i-eritccL tlie iii/&rtL of
the Dirtincuruct", Seririco Cror,r. t-jaS. 0:1: Lcr̂ f Ol^^ter. Uis
conroicTiovx actr of cotn*r,L;e &KC intrepid Icr derrl-ip t ^ i n s t
fijrerior enc~;" tercet e^Jbolis^ tlit-t l-iji rcnee of Ctvatlon
to uutj" vhicb sccorC" r i t l i the finr'-t t r c ' i t i onc of the **jK-;r

<t.Ir Torcep, door honor to I^LF c\m. people, a i j ives r i r c to n
fc<-Hnc or intenre ri,tif£cxtiO£ tur.t in? cn< the othtr Dfi'icer^
^r/ r.:ea of thr _"'*£ili-.-inr> / i r Torco r,re no1.1 iraorrsor,,ted into
the Ar; ;• *JLr Torcc for conoinco effort in the co;. :on c.aure. •'
: r > , Arrolt to CC U'-virrz, r^ t ec . 1C£Z.

19th GroviJ C-.e^tiom record; u s - . /171.°, 'bn i l ! to CA5, IC
Tec. 1?'*1; CO ,,-16, Fq.. Tr-r Ir.'-t - i r Tores, "ir.Coenj, J, v^,
IC Zob. 10*1 "3; CO ,T3, Oi. Southvect ?£.cifio 3jr.1. ̂ L ,
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15 Pe"D, 1943; GO ;;l3, Eq. Allied Air Torces,
S5 Iky 1943.

39. History, 24th Pursuit; GO ,r52, Eq. TTSJ3I3, 34 Dec. 1941.

SO. History, 5th AP, 30 and statement of Col. SLsiiore, Eoc. SOa,
App. II.

31. 19th Grrotzp Operations Fecord. After his arrival, Clarett
inspecting tb.o airfield with Oolonel ZLsriore. Ee hacL criticised
the 4^-foot slit trenches as not •being deep enou^a. \fiaea the
Zeros appeared over the field in the strafing attaclr, Sls^ore
jTCj-ped into one of the trenches anS landed on top of General
Olac*ett who had "been even more a~ile in diving into the trench.
ZLsnoro stated that %fter the raid^Jas over we climbed out of
the trench and General Claggett /sic/ loohed out of the corner
of hie eye at ̂ e and said, 'ZLsaore, are those trenches deep
enou^i1. I replied, 'General, the;' are not deep enough•.'•
Statenent of Col. Sl
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Ghapter IT

1. History of the 27th Group.

2. Use.. I&cArthur to LYrehall, 10 Sec. 1941; I'jxnll&to \®,
IS Tec. 1941. Use. tf4Q» Iknilc to 2A&, 23 Dec. 1941: <>!2he
reeeiuneiicLition contained in ay radios of 15tb and 14th. December
re dive boaber anu pursuit reinforcement by aeons of aircraft
carriers was one of sain features of our a i r reinforcement
a t t e s t s here. Interruption of ferry route to South is per-
ratted by present a i r encirclement by ene^y due to day bonbaril-
neat of Ilintianao fields, lio reference i s icade in your radios
concerning fact that early reinforcement by carrier would
solve thip prowler:. Can scything "be expected by ae along
that l i t e?"

3. "eao for HacArtliur by Brereton, 14 Dec. 1241, in AG 452.1, Phil.

4. Use. -3?87, IA0 to 0& U3JSPH, 15 Eec. 1941, In AG 351 (11-27-41),
&eaeral; l t r . , to C& JL?30, inclosure to SMS, 0P3) to Air Service
Oosnaiid, 15 Dec. 1941, in AAO 400 ::isc. Phi l . ; l t r . , E&C to
OG AFO-J, 33 Dec. 1941, in AiG 373 (dead f i les ) , r i i ^ i t s -
Eaw4.i, 3fhil.; ms^. ,,-750, Adaics to IJac-'xtiiur, 33 Dec. 1941.
The I'rwy apparently had some doubts about the prospects of
holcin^; the Philippines when i t radioed Hart that "Aroy defense
of LuKon raupt "oe axipriorted ae long as practicable whether subs
are "based at limila or further south." Ilsg., CO to OI1T0AF,
etc . , fl4153B OB044C-, 14 Tec. 1S41.

:.'se., !j=nila to *kJD and 5A&, xmrunbered, 19 Eec.; ylS, 30 Dec.
unnudbered, TfSO, and •f544J SI Sec.; -«3 and f34, 22 Dec. 1S41;
Bri^f Chronolo^- of the Philippine Campaign, Col. Eay Zlenore's
Person;?.! Papers: /Elsnore Pcipcrj7» ^oc* 32, in History, 5th AP,
App. I I .

19th &roirp Operations Record; nsg. vr41, Ijaaila to IAG, 33 Dec.
1941; GO lti6~, Ho_. S'JM", Bandoeng, Java, 12 Peb. 1941. Chere
were numerous citations for this mission. A.aong others,
Lieutenant lord received tne 3SG, lord was suffering fron a
severe attacl: of malaria when the nission vas announced. "Ehe
seriousnesr of his condition was \rf.tianeld because of the
shortage of pi lots and the importance of the mission. He
landed upon completion of the flight in a state of near
collapse and was iH^edictel;- hospitalized. . . , J I GO TT3, Hq..
S\JS Oorc«'oxd, Leabang, Java, 15 Feb. 1942.

: GO ^10, Eq. 5th AT, 23 Sep. 1942; GO tfl6, H<i. 3E321,
13 Feb. 1S43; ^ ^ j ^ S c . ^ ^ ^ " ^ Dec. 1943; 19th

"OT Operations HecorcL.
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, *>:tb Ptiv,jSt; 'actor;-, £tfc JIT, SS-^ j GD 7l-?5, Z'..
L Air Toi-cc^, <•' Ail;.* 194"; 3t.->tnvnt of A J . Sfceu.rt Foifo.

3. E i t ,

10. I t i r torr of t'ac 17th, Cro'.~.; LncAfec1- Eirr ; \

11* JQiL-; JIis*or;- of tlif C7ti*

1*3. Eijtor;", Ttli .IT, H7-3;1: ~lr,:iorv ?-_J err; 7-JT Sir tern Air Torae
Fo'vur.trartcrc £!"-*"» £oc. "£, in "I'-tor;", Zth, AT; Gt?tr-cnt of
I ' ; . Col. r,:c _T£-orp; r:-.-v;., Tt. i l l s to -i.C-0, P/D Ice, l£ ' i l . Xxo
;.;ca. of the 10t;h Croi-T 3iccl CJI c:ccitir.i; trir> to '..infcur-o. The;1

trv/clt 'd ;,t n i j ; t , putting; in i ' l r r J cove?, "o; on;-. >>c;" ':ere
dircoverct? 1);- â enc:^* "ja-.'ber n^:r fcT;c ieloau DL* ..Isdoro, iz.6
rorc D22 "cod, >at ibe bo:it csar.-pcC ^^riou-' cr. .jo. .It **c -ro1^,
the;,- -iO-ar," r--vi"^l r-'jrvlvorf of t:ie bo A IF; a-i.'r *Mc3i hcC "oeen
'na': the nrevica^ c!c-;" "uj" j-. "boiiUer. I t tnC *ucen c^rr^'xr.^

nr to .luJfX'*o. H-C" Rrrl^feC at .lr-d:m..o on I'o*.1 Ic:.r 'c
^hvr T.o~>ort. Il̂ a,;." in'IiviOa-lf of the bo.*rjer cor-^aid,
' r3;T iie*/corr of tlio 27th Crcrcrs, renainpt! on ^riitjroi. "out

tL-3;.v tjoc^.." a ;;;.rt oi* Coloacl C-or^c'c co.^issC. Iiioto^;,- of tlie

i n13, I t . Eos Po;.' Orjrrutiicrr, Pc^rl I>r*03r, -:-G5tL
;-, 19th. 2~::l<zjrL,xn.i.

iJiT I*iGtoric:JL jtucllcs: I'o, 2, L-6; nr.j;, rl/'ZC^, Arnold to
rn»i'eton, i r Jar.. 1K3. 7hz uir . t r icj en*inecr f t Honolulu
reported -,i o:rl t- c.r 21 Eece-'eer t'-/it t?-r route ^rlr. O
the r i j l c , l"c*.' JrJLcdonia, ana le^^icvillc v:c-'i ronSj- for
'r.erv;T *iio-'"bcirfli*eat. Caroline ves alco ^..iC to bs 'iVullc-ole,
"ii-jit the r.vril-MXItr of lu&ric; Sir.,; o i l , ]a;-orr;^.lic "orcZ:c f luid,
rjaiL o;̂ .-,jen *.:,'..r rvi'-rtioap6. '.>,,-. ,1-lCX., 3sr'ors to IAC, "C Dec,
1341.

Lfiica; the
, .lop-Jon-Scln. (T'atch.). On CO rove .cer, L'S '̂J H0IT

-'oir.cd tlie convo;-. Zirtor;- of V3/JTI^, Doc. X , in Hifior;,-, L'th
."•I", -V'i-» I I .

I2M»; -'-- in Av^trf-li-., 1C; :-a 0 for GMcf Sl.-m-l Officer "br
Cr.a. Ccrov, Actinc AC/S, 5D, 1" Eec. 19-;?., ir. AC SSI (11-17-41) ,

17. I l i r torr of U3.^IA: ncr o to the Chief of "r.viVl C-.erationr- 'o;
C-cro'f, !<-} £cc. 1941, in !-I-li <LSCS, Au&tr i l r . ; r^j-. . :>cA
to »U, 18 roc. le-Cl. »Aiistr«-T.iia 1"-•.'.-; 1 circle? »v veil re our
Tavd .lAtcohe s t i l l tMri: i t £r,;r be p r ctxcaijle to send the
convo? roon to c r r i ro in Srirjcxe to c i inili^djie viort, nroTi
the -̂-• *• --'„jjjij^rn ^ r T L Ji jYTQJTI*J" r 'T""r r~L' r r - ^ ' r r e
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of the opinion that the ferrsda^ of a i rcraf t to the
i s possible. Shey are s-orprised utrole&santly "by the statements
contained in the Bri t ish Artairalty Delegation cable in which
wers reoeated the suggestion of the Chief of the United States
1,'avvil Operations to the effect that the troops and materiel
in the convoy T.IJ$ "be very important for the defense of Port
Darwin, and vicinit;--. Thoy consider th ic l a t t e r view cs "being
opposed to the directions gi\-en General. Earnes "by General Marshall.11

lisa. 5/40, HelQOurne to :«D, 18 Pec. 1941.

18. GO l74t Hc[. {Task Soret;, South Paci f ic , 19 Deo. 1941; History of
the USATTIA; as£. ^71, AG to Brig. Gen. John I^xuder , Chief of
US I&i, laselon to Chi l ians . 15 Dec. 1941, in A& 331 (11-37-41),
General; neao for 2AG- 'a;? Acting AC/S Gerow, 17 Bee, 1342, in
CPU, 4628, Australia? msr;. -rlOlS, Brett to !TA& fron
25 Dec. 1941; ms£. =-130, OMBEdiy to TAG, S7 Dec. 1941.

19. hifstor;.* of G—4 UaitedCtates Arsi.' Forces in Austral ia , Eoc* 81,
in Ei^torj ' , 5th A?, Ar>p. I I ; Si story of USiiJlA; aaeao for &en.
Sonervoll "by Eisenhower, received 17 Dec. 1241, in CPU, 4623,
Australia; use., l^cArthtur to AGO, IS Tec. 1941.

20. . IISQ,, Ifersshall to CG USiPlA, no date, Doc. 48, in History, 5th AF,
Apo. I I ; unrecorded interview \dt2i l^ . j . John 2. Trotter; 3r i£ .
Sea. J-ulisn B?jm.es, General description of Australia, Doc. Ola,
in History, 5th £? t &rn. I I .

31. rbio..; nisrr. i-"1371, London {Boyce) to *.D, 15 Dee. 1941.

23. Ms£., *.rias Co!2Ei£x.&er, Directorate of Cperationo, to Clacett,
IS Tec. 1941, Doc. 54; n s j . , 2rereton to Kerle-Saith, 23. Eec.
19C1, Doc. 55; BF.Q. , IjacArthur to Sir Charles 3urnet t , Chief of
Ausfcrclian Mr Staff, 19 Eeo. 1941, Too. E6; iass., SASO Airboard
to OlcGGtt, 24 Dec. 1941, Soc. 57; a l l in History, 5th AT, Ajvn. I I .

2S. Officers at the conference were Sir Charles Burnett, Gsneral
Olacett, Air Comoiodorc Sladiu, Groigs Ocptnin lacha l , and Lijor
1'icholl.. Totes on Conferences Held a t Auberlejr, 23 aid 29 Dec.
1941 /Ilotcs at Anoerle^", Doc. 64, in Eistor;<", 5th AF, AD-J. I I .
lies. ifolS, Adaar, to 00- C&uSZ, 37 Tec. 1341; ns£. 7,-866, l^ing
to 00 USAITZ, SO Dec. 1941; History of the 7th Bosfuar&aent
Grora; l t r . , Cla~ett to OMef of jJLr Staff, 24 Dec. 1941, Doc.
13, in History, 5th AT, Apr. I I .

24. Ilsg., ticcArthur to TAG* 15 Tec. 1S41; lloters at AmDerley, See
Appendix 4.

25. Hi^tor^ of the 37th Carctf*}, liieutenoat Zeeazn ve,s to "be the
principal ins t ructor in P-40's . I t \/as hoped that he woisld T?e
ass is ted I 7 Tlying Officer Jackson, v:ho hr.cL had con^ideraole
experience in fly.yfeig JSosjahc-r^s." ITotes^at Asberley.

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

27.

£9.

%2

Use., IlarsSjall to /yS.'GU, 35 ifec. 19417, Doc. 47, in History,
5th AF, Ap~>. I I ; E G - . , ^-icArtlmr to ACIA?., 35 l ee . 1941; nsg . ,
Brereton to E1G, 0P.A7 251501 0BG33, OQ'JxAE't^OZ 5, 2S Eec.
1941; &s£. , Clcceti, to 3rereton, undated, Doc. 76, in History,
5th AT, Aym. I I j nsf. , Srereton to 2AG (cable froia Ycvy -OE0369,
23 Dec, 1341). Che follovdnc a i rc ra f t caid perponnel had. "been
evac-oated fror- the Philippines: 3 3-lS«s, 14 3-17>s, 1 C-S9,
2 "requisitioned M-xotored Beechcraft'1; 16 officers anG £
enlisted nea fron Eq. ]?EAP, 20 p i l o t s fron 07th BOKT). Gh., 83
officers am* 1 enlisted niaa fron tbe 34th ?-arftmt &?.; 50
officers and 92 enlisted men from the 19th Boab. &p. Breretois
to EA&, --500630, 0E0328, 31 Deo. 1941.

Use., OlELett to 0/S, SI l ee . 1941, Doc. 77, in Hietory, 5th AE1,
Arn. I I ; ns^. .rS^, Olr^ett to 0/3, 39 Bee. 1341; Arnold to
J r e t t , 35 Eec. 194i. Sbe original route planned for planes
\Atit a rrja^e of ecoxipxiiiX'.telr _500 wiloc: 3ri£tane or to
•>/ille, Cloncurrs', /Oharlevi l lo/ , Dr,ly *..*atere, Barvdn, Zop
ia SiEior, Ilr^eass&r in Celeoes, 3alilcprpan (or S&cteT,rinde II)
and iarcJzfja in 3orr:eo, Eel llonte Cor Ilalftbang, Sawbcanga,

"S£. . l lacir t tnr to ACVAK, 2 Dec. 1942, in AG 453.1,
Fhi l .

ligg. jS6, 3rot t to C/S, 2 Jrja. 194C; llotcs on Conference helc.
oa 3 Jan. 1S4?, Doc. 33, in History, 5th JiF, App. XI; D S ^ I Brett
to A&ii. Classford, no oate, Doc. 6C, in Hietorj*. 5th AT,
Apn. I I .

llemo for 2A& *oy Orerov*, 35 33ec. 1341, in QPD 4628,
nemo to CA'J "o;- C-erov, 2 Jan. 1942, in 0?K ^639-23, Sec. I ; memo
for 0/S TJF C-erov, 3 Jan. 19.:E, in CE»D 4602-39, £e3. I , Tor
the full t e s t of th i s semoranilnQ see Ars^endiz 5.
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Chapter 7

1. Hemo for TAG by Gerow, 31 Sec. 1941, in AG 371 (1P-17-41J,
Sec. I ,

, ITew Yorl, 1943, 123-125;
To. 1, 38 Jen. 1943.

3 . VJB&. 1.2. 7-SO, llelbourne to -15, 15 Jan. 1942; neno to SAG by
Gerov, 3 Jan. 1942, in CPD, 46SS to 4632, Sec. I .

4 . 2dgar lielnnis, ffilfi. !&£.: ghird Year. 125-126.

5. Interview with V.rt P. D. Fan Eorn, representative of Standard Oil
in the Saet Indies.

6. i t r . , IIa,j. Gen. L. Van Qyea to S/~»' Stinson, lb ITov. 1941, in ">2J

I7-0-S, ITotherlsad Indies.

7. Unrecorded infcerviev? xrith Lt. ^."illian JI. Sooti; Mg^e. ^1 and 504,
2?&ft&oens to *.T), 14 and 11 Dec. 1941 * She status of Brit ish
planes at th i s time i s diff icul t to &eterr.&ne. A messace from
Singapore gives the following disposition; at Singapore, the
"33 Scucidron \tdtb. 6 Etirrieaner; a t Serxgah, the 4th, Arny OOQ"J
Unit v.ith 4 Suordfish and the 453 Sojuadron with 6 Buffaloes;
a t Jcva the 100 and 36 Squadrons coobined vdth 15 Yil&ebeeets;
a t Palemtan^, the 3£8 and 33^ Stniadrons combined t/ith 16
Eurricaner; and the 225 3o:sber &roirp at some -unidentified loca-
t ion with 10 Eu&Gons and 19 Blenheims. V.s&. 7r?S froJ? Singapore,
6 Feb. 1943. On 16 rebniar;.-, however, the Combined Chiefs of
Staff thought that tho folloid.ng nircraft had reached Eianatra
fro^1. Sin,i£.pore: the 343, 453, ond 488 Scma&rons with 13
luffr-loot; the 233, 242, 253, 605 Squadrons with 07 Hurricanes;
the 21 Souadroix id th 12 31enheins' the 1» 8, and 62 Sq-uadrons
vi ta 36 Eudsons; the 37 and S4 Sojuadrons irf.th 5/ Blenheims, the 36
an& 100 Squadrons with 17 Yildebeests, and the 3QE Sojaadron with
6 Oatelinas. 03S 41 , 16 Teb. 1S43.

8. Interview vri.th Gol. Sigene L. Sab^nic; Eistor;* of the 3?th
. , Olagett to 50A&, 9 Jan. 1942.

9. liss. ^283, Adasis to Brereton, 17 Jan. 1942; ms£. =^5, Srereton
to Arnold, 15 Jan. 1943. "By the f i r s t week in Tebruary i t had
been decided to transfer one of the rrursuit ^ovns, consisting
of 80 aircri if t , to the IAAT Kto meet iiaaediate neods for the
defense of the northaast approaches to Austral ia." lleino for TAG
"ojr Oterow, 4 Jeb. 1943, in OFD, 4630-41, Syiljment and Croops,
Australia (Sec. I I ) .
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1 1 .

13 ,

"emo for General /Stanley D^IlibicR TJJ- Arnold, 15 Eec. 1941,
in AAG 452.1, Airplanes, Ph i l . ; rasg. 7r737, Adfjas to CG TJS4PI3,
20 Eec. 1941 j ns£. yl/5O to US LA, ilelbourne, 6 Jan. 1943; memo
for SAG /orders given TJJT Gea. Arnold/» 23 Tec. 1241, in Aj>r AG,
SA5 370.5, P h i l . ; neno for Ool. Janes G. iEaylor, A3 In t e l l . Eiv.,
by Ool. UEITI 1. Taiden, AC/AS A-3, 23 £ec. 1941, in Air AG,
SAS 370,5,Phil. A nesrage to I&cArth-or gave core specific in -
formation as to the pizrsuit reinforcements to "be expected: "In
Brisbane nov are 48 pursuit p i l o t s , IS p-orsiait airplanes. , . .
3ither nov_pn the water or departing 1st week of January for
£Australia/ are the remainder of 35th Pursuit Grora convicting
of one eoabat squadron and £. Edq. Sq,d., 33G additional mLrst&t
nlaaes with ISO cotroat crews. t\ro pursiiit croups corrplete with
160 plrinee, ao"blle a i r depot and 10 o"bcervation plr.nes with
com'oat cre^fs." Status rcs£. ,:699 to 0& USA*2 ,̂ 37 Sec. 1241, in

us,-., TAG to US 1I&, Kel^botirne,:is£. -B'5, 3re t t to AGO, 7 Jan.
8 Jan. 1842.

:is£. *^l/90 to US IK., Ifelbowrne, 6 Jan. 1S43; msg. ?13S, 2AG to
CG USAFIA, 17 Jan. 1942, in AG 580.81, Sec. 1; ME.

/
, ; ME. iR

39-43; nee. .fl/r^9» Adsns to CG- U3ATIA, 15 Jan. 1943; msg.,
Ola^ett to SAG, 9 Jan. 1943; I t r . , 3d I t . HoTsert H. Odell,
Asst. VA, to AG/S Q-3. 27 Jan. 1942, in AAG 000-300 Q B C ,
Ph i l . ; as£-. -1(-19, Java to /.SAG? 10 Peo. 1242, in AAG Ii.sc. llsg.

13. :te£. ;,»CP.C918, Adsxis to CG US Arey Torces, rarvdn, 31 Dec. 1941,
in AG 5S0.S1, Sec. 1; nsg. ,>5, A&UiS to OG US&S'IA, 1 Jan. 1942;
nisg. ^57, lleroouxne to AGO, IS Jan. 1942; jasg. TT379, Adans to
OG U3AFIA, 17 Jan. 1942; u s e # 3 8 &S2Q 26S, Oairo to 2A&,
32 Jan. 1S4C; nag. -..i^IA 170, Jtvti to AGO, 1 Fe"b. 1942; asg.
•sfABDA 161, Java to AG* 1 Tel?. 1943; ms£. ,,̂ 323A £0 and 173,
Baadoeng to AG, 1 and 3 , Feb. 1942; nis£. (fl0, Java, to 2AG,
7 reT>. 1943; nsg. ,;5S0.61, C-Sti Java to AG, 16 Teh. 194S; msg.
A=35, GK̂ , Java to AG, IS Feb. 1942; ns£. /2/389, Adams to OG
U5AFIA for Gatty, S3 Feb. 1942. I t v^s hoped that a nore ex-
peditious ferry route to the Indies aad Australia could "be es -
tablished. To survey such a route, Ool. Henaan H. Poh?, Maj.
Harold 3 . " i l l i s , sad a noncomissioned officer l e f t the United
States for O'-iro on 10 rebrucrj*. She;r ^/ere ordered to "begin a
survey of the Indieji Ocean v;hich night te erfcended to include
the Cococ Iclcnds. ^eg. -/323, Adaae to GG USATIA, 16 I"e"b. 1943.

14. 19th Groiip Onerations P.ecord.

15. On 14 lTovera'ber i t v;as requested that a cable "be sent to
IL'icArthur s ta t ing: "General Van Oyen, Coraaanding Dutch 2ast
Indies Air Porce, a r r i r e s Manila Deeeriber Gth Tia clipper.
Plense ncet General Van Cyea and diocuss t l t h hin thoroughly
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a i r f a c i l i t i e s and si tuat ion Butch East Indies, par t icu lar ly
specific infomation regarding "oases, landing and radio
f a c i l i t i e s . . . . " &&, A-2 to AAG, 14 ITov. 1941, in AHEI
f i l e s , 13.se. Cables. Adairal Hart s ta tes that so far as the
Asiatic Fleet w&s concerned, the Vfj*,r te^an t/ith. no coraritaents
toward the Bri t ish or the Dutch. As a r e su l t , the personnel of
the f leet were unacquainted u i th the waters in the Indies and
around l ia ise , , and preparations for t cc t i c s l operations './ore
Inconrolete. A series of conferences, hovever, were held id.th
Adx. Sovi Phi l l ips a t Ilcnila during the f i r s t week in Deceiver.
^laeArthur was oresent a t th i s conference unt i l the "conference
"became s t r i c t l y nriT^l in de t a i l . " Harts, ITr-rrat^ve of.

1G. Heno for SAG V Gerow, AC/S, 13 Jen. 194T., in 0?3) 4653, Australia;
(Jeneral ^ . r r i i a l l ' s 3iennial Eeport, 1 J-oly 1941 to SO June 1S4S.

17. If an officer cppecled to his ovn ^overnnent, hovever, he
to notify the eimrcas cojK3!ander inuedi^tely of Jiis intention to
srnerl end fijraish the s\nresc commander ""by the most espeditious
neans a copy of the appeal." H i

13- SM£.; i3sc. 7,=l/'9O, to la., l^elbotame, 6 Jrm. 1940.
offieie.ll;- referred to the Sraoreue Ooi^cnu. in the A3DA area.
But i t i s used frequently for the A3JDA OomriancL in c©n,erai or
for the ABEA coETjander in par t icular .

19. ::s£. ^00043, fron T'avell, 14 Jan. 1942; ms£. #*lGC4i£, COIinrjn
to OIl.'QAP (for lavell froaa the President), l ac l . fb) to GC/lY.Oz.
aezLO of 1G Jan. l£KC; ^iexo TDy G-erow, inclosing draft of use. ,
003 to 'Javell, 16 Jan, 1943; neno for A&a. Iling oy I.Grshall,
16 Jan. 1943; a l l c i ta t ions in 0?3) 4659-33, Sec. I .

20, i:eao for C/S "by Gerow, AO/3, 4 Jan. 1942, in OPE 46S9-29, Sec. I ;
nsg. --10, Brett to U H E , 5 Jen. 1942; nG£% jf24, Sret t to
I!arr.hall, IS Tea. 1343; nsg. -,;-54, Brett to Arnold, 19 Peb. 1942.

SI. V.SQ.t A3BA001I to Marshall, 12 Jrja. 1943; HS£:. )fl9S, 3arnes to
2A0, 10 Feb. lb'^2; iaac. *rl» 2 re t t to TAG, 6 Jan. 1243; ns£.
,,-l/y2, Arnold to S re t t , no fete; aenio for AO, 13 Jan. 13 i i ,
seat as »s&» ,,'51 to Bre t t , in JSDA (Java) 194?.

i:s-j. iftT 1/209, 13 Jon. 1943; u s e -,00071, .^KAOa; to British
Aray Staff, "isMa^toa (Ifevell t s ! i i r rhJ . l ) , 16 Jan. 1943, in
OPD 4533-29, 3oc. I; iisg. , Sret t to I&rflhal"!., -r381, 1G Jaa.
1343; xse. A3Bi 7, Sret t to itrsCiall, 17 Jan. 1942, in A& 371
(l?-17-4l) Sec. I , Pi eld Cherr.tions in Australia; nsg. ,,<)13O54S
CH 0399, OliJGAF to A&*,,rAE, 20 Jan. 1943,

SECUR1
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23,

**/X#

35.

23.

228

She il"jRT Department radio of 17 J^nusrj-" wr*s paraphrased in a
neuo for SAG TJ;' General Gero\<, 37 Jan. 194?, in 0?D 4628,
Australia; mse. -j01S0545 OP. 0399, 0IEO431 to A&-AS., 20 Jan. 1943;
r.sg. A50, Sames to AS, S3 Jra . 1943, An ea r l i e r message to
3re t t had stated thr.t his duties as tsuprene eooaander were not
to include "direct resmmci'bil i t ies" for thg control and opera-
t ion of Aueriecn forces, Vat that ho woiald represent IT. S. Array-
in te res t s at ^32A headq.ti£.rters. Ilesao for the AG-, 13 Jna. 1943,
sent as nsg. jm to Bre t t , in Abets, (Java) 194?.

Admiral Hart rl^o s ta tes that too much consideration was
to the I&loj-an cas^paisa in the ea r l i e r conferences of
Hart, Shrja^J-Tg- 0^ yveats. L'eao by Gerovj, S7 Jaa. 1948, in
OPD 4633, Australia; a s s . , 3r3t t to AG, 31 Jan. 1943.

; ne^o for SAG *oy CJerow, 37 Jan. 1942, draft of msg. to be
sent fron Ikivetall to 3rerston, in OH) 4G33, Australia; memo
to &1G- "by {k'rou, 30 Jan. 1943, draft of ns^. , i i irshull to CO
UB.1PIA, in OSHD 46S3, Australia. 3ames rspl ied to Ifapshall
th.«t he vas follo\ifins the provisions of &: 100-10 regarding the
dutioo of a oouaander of a service of stn^l7. He added that
his? niss&on regarding log is t ica l stcprort of JSreraton and
l ia ison td th him was TJeing carried out to the fu l les t extent
of the available cqial;oaent and supplies, llss. ^133, Barnes to
SAG, 31 Jen. 1943, in AS- 371 (13-17-41) Sec. I , i 'ield Operations
i a Australia.

llsfj. to Aaerioan Sibass/ London, '"Secret <md Persontil for the
former nj-val person froa th« President ," 30 Jan. 1342, in OPD
4S30-29, Sees. I ; a s ^ . , Erott to IAG, 6 Jitr.. 194S; rasg. ;!?,
3re t t for 0/S, 9 J ra . 1343; niisg., Java, to Afi, 3 Feb. 194,?;
#19, Soadoeng to AG, 3 Feb. 1943; rasg. -^3, Brett to llcrshall,
in AQ- 371 (12-17-41) Sec. 2, Tifsld Operations in Australia;
aieao for TAG T>- 3isenlio-,;er, 4 Peb. 1943, in A& 371 (13-17-41)
Sec. 3> Tield Operations in ^; rar Adrass to A3D*CG:.,
9 Ie"b. 1940, in AG £30.81, Sec. I ; neno for TAG "by
10 reb. 1942, in A& 371 (12-17-41), Sec. 2; USQ. -573, 3arnes
to AG-, 12 FeT). 1943; ^CG. n<3JL, Brett to "larshall, 18 Teb. 1943;
;as-. ,-&4. 3re t t to Arnold, 19 Pels. I943i A&airal Eart did not
have success in h i s efforts to cooperate '..1th Pexrse. Hart
clcxined th-'.t Peirse had not Ijeesi trained in nethods of coopcr-i-
t ion "between plitnen and ships. HcJPt, IVcyrg.tjyg, &£.
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Chapter VI

239

1, H&rt, ITtirrativo of JjS

3, Far 3ast Air Foro© Eeadirnarters Diary, loo. 38, in History, 5th AF,
App. I I .

3. She Java Sea Garsjaiga, 12; interview i/ith Lt . Ool. E. 3. ITortheutt;
teletype ,f\, 3andoens to G-J3, 13 Jan. 1942.

4. 19th Group Operations Pecord; GO j-H, Eq. 5th AF, 30 Sep. 1943.
A captiired Japanese diary has an entry of 4 January 1942 which
s ta tes that the heavy cruiser I&ofco had been bombed off llalalag
in Davao Bay, that i t was returning to Sasebo, doaased ssxid with
casual t ies . 3as. Coshio ITafcXTurti's ZTotebooI:, Joint I n t e l l .
Center, POA, Ifcvj- #133.

5. 19th GtfoiJTj Operations Eecord.

6. IMd, ; 00 irt3, Hij. ST.iP Oomd., teffilaanc, Java, 15 7eb. 1943; 60 ^Li,
Eq. 5th JiP, 30 Seo. 1942; ns^. /34, l^aciirtliiir to A&J&B., 11 Jan.
1943; nsg. .^2, l-elTjourne to T,JD, 13 Jua. 1943.

7. "e^. ,,*36, llelTsourno to *,J>, 3 Jen. 1942; l^vr as^. j«-101331, CH
0C09, Sretfc to IAG-, 10 Jen. 1942; Hart, ITarrative of 3yents:
Sb& 3a3& SSI SSiiSaalSCL, 14-15; O.^'.I. •Jgel^ly. *1, 23 Jan. 1943,
10-11.

S. GO j-37, CE--i S.ZPA, 1 Sep. 1943; naval rasg. ^-15033?, OR 0143, OIITĈ F
to 2&&, 13 Jaa. 194S; 3.9th Grox§? Operations Secord.

9. Unrecorded interview Tdth OOL. Cecil Oonbs.

10. GO ir41, Eq,. Alliect Air forces, S.fcA, 36 AUC. 1942; GO rf3V, GK'%
SViPA, 1 Sep. 1942; Ei3~. .&Z1, Bxereton to 'vT>, IS Jan. 1943; 19th

'jp Operations Eocord,

11. raid.

13. IMd.: Eistory, 19th SonTjardaent, 8-31 Dec. 1941.

13. E . 14-15; Eart, ^ayr^tivn off Tl
by &erow, 27 Jan. 1943, in CPB 4623, Australia; 19th Grown
Operations Hecord.

14. Ib id . ; GO ,fSG, j«3, and -#53, En. 5th AF, 31 Oct. 3 and 18 Eec.
1943; GO ^ 5 , Ho. Allied Air forces. S.iPA, 3 Sep. 1943; GO ifl6,
Eq. JUST, 3naaoe»g, 13 lob. 1942; &0 ,f27, &K,"i S".JPA, 1 Sep. 1943.
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10, GO tr2, E<£. Sf.£» Coad.» Lenbaag, Java, 15 PoTb. 1942; GO I r l6, Eg.
P3531, EttBdoens, IS Feb. 1942; GO f33 and , 03, Ea. 5th £F, 2
end 18 Deo. 1943; ns^. 7/1, 3rjxdoen3 to UB, 20 Jtui. 1943; GO
C-U'i S',J?A, 15 Sep. 1S43; 19th Grout; Operations Record.

16. Ib id . ; GO %2, Si<? Cond., Lenba»£, 15 ?e'J. 1942; ^c^. 92,
llacArthur to AGUViE, 30 fun, 1S43.

17. Interview with G?£t. Vincent I . Snyder; 19th Gronp Operations
Eecord.

18. Ib id . : Brad;r interview. She t\;o souiidrons of the 7th G-rovp,
l l t l i aad 3Cd, sai led on the U3S rreBldept Eaik. El story of the

()

19. 19th Grow? (/ner.vtioas Eecord.

20. IIs,:'. ;,-!, - r e t t to lirjrshall, IS Fe"b. 1342} Hshor Report; 3rad/
;; unrecorded in.tervic;^ vdtL X»i». "illi&:a 2. Boon.

31. Ibid. • fflsf;. -.,'230, Arnold to Brereton, 39 Jar , 1943.

22, History of the 7th Bojosrrdaeat Group; Brady interview; asg. ,
"ajacr, lishoney, Strauss y t̂o i.lj/i 1 SVo. 1242, 2oc, 65, in History,
5tll A?, Ap-o. I I .

i n33. Eenort^of the 17th Purs-ait Sqosdron, (ProTisional), i c t i v i t y
Java /_l7th Pursviit Squadron/. Syxa^ae had oeea evacuated
t">s Philippines vhere he had beea stationed since A'iril or l
1341, "5£. , Ulio to 0G Eanilton He ld , 10 Apr. 1941, in M

She story ^oes that Sprag'ae flipped a coin \iith
for the honor of eoaraaa&ina; the nev sg.u«%dron.

von. George '. 'eller, ''L-ucI^to iihe Fighters ," in ^

301,

g , ^ g
VHI, Ho. 4, "..'inter 1944 £,!ellevj, 263.

24. 17th Purs'ait Squadron.

26. IMd. ; interview with ; ^ " j . Aland D. Loore. Cpl. Zennsth. Perry
^ho -zmb a journal of hi1? ejrperiences in Jeva (>tves the follovdng
description of iiov he was ''ordered" to Java: "Late in January
the 'unholy tea , 1 as ;̂e called oiarselvos, was horn. (There were
ten. of us , five armorer?, five crew cniefs sitting- in a tent
one ni^at having a 'ooer sad wnderin^- where soiae of our ^en had
,sone thr,t had "0902. sent out *ojr a i r trancniort a feu duys before,
uhen we *.rere interrupted by the arcncsrrjics of a lieutenant at the
door. He wanted to l̂ aow where Ser^eajat 2Iell;.r . . , was sleeping.
'.'e told him Kelly was in town, so he aslred -as to t e l l him to have
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37.

38.

v j -

S31

ten aen ready to take off p* 5:30 AIr. T.Te saiO o?:ny ;ind he l e f t ,
"out after he 'd gone we had a. "bright idea. 'Let ' s us taSze that
r ide o-ur selves,1 one of the fellows said, '"re wont t e l l anybody.
We'll jus t horn that plane and ta're off. ' So we agreed and i t
i<as se t t led . At 4:03 A31 I was wakened, so I dressed, picked up
ny "barracks "bag and lugged i t clown to the plane. £hen. we had
"brea'rfast and as soon as daws. "broke, toolc off. She barracks "bag
and f ield bag wore a l l we had with us nou. . , » So we were on
our way, sonevhore." Veller, 271.

Ivsg. ,03330 and #00331, A3DAfl01-i to "ar Office, 24 and 26 Jaa.
1S43; £S£. ;,=3, Bandoeng to «D, CO Jan. 1942; asg. -;=2, Sandoenc
to ..T), 33 Jan. 1943; n&g. ^1734 and ,#.749, London to *.,D, 32 and
35 Jaa. 1943; J2 ŝ, Jr>va gjsa, Oppoai,^. 16-34.

39, Lsg., AoDACe.. to TuD, 23 Jan. 1943; SO r S3, Ho. Allied Mr Forces,
S.3A, 23 July 194?; C-0 -(r2, Hq. Ŝ ff 0o-..d., lea-bang, 15 ?eb. 1942;
00 -,fl6, Eo. P.-1A3", 2andoen£;, 12 lei), 1342. In a raid of 31 Jan.
over 3ali!rpaoan, although no "bosiijinc; -IJLS carried out, a formation
of s i s B-17'CT was attatf-:ed "bj- enejij- ysir~~dt-, ijsc l /S j t . Jobs A.
Potters we? bi l led . GO - 6 , Eq. 5th AT, 10 Se% 1943; I t r . s I t .
Col. l i ir l Crucpdell, J r . to Con* 17 Ixir. 124?, reporting sa
iuter-sder with : ^ j . Pn.u.1 Eavi^, in -31 9910, A-3 Li'o.; 19th
Group Cherixtionr. Lecord.

30. ItBg. ,-3, Bandoeng to *JD, HE Jen. 1942; KEC. TTII 2ajxdoens to '.
23 Jan. 19<3; interview \dth I t . rren.7: j 1 . Lr.wrence;

ISth Growo Operctions Eecord.

31. ruld.

; I t r . , Lt, Ool. I'jirl Truesdell to TOD, 17 iiir . 1945; naval
T 35 fron C1170 Asiatic I l e c t , 4 IVb. 19*12. In addition

to Str.'tubel, Ool. LUllisca: H. !Itir-?^-T I t , £lenn H. Soez, Z»t.
Xrvin E05- Zr ie l , and 5^t. George «Y. f lc^e t t vere k i l led . Ifcese

were rrdio and radar sroeciolists. t e l l e r , 395.

63. 17th Pur sod t Souadroa. Dutch Tsuxsioits al?o enraged the Jrtp
planes in thi^ raid. 3ut the clou; Brevsters and Ourtiss 's
vert no Eaten for the Zero, rjid a t least s i s lutch planes were
shot dovm. All the i r p i l o t s psuruchuted safelr to the groimcl.

, 237.

34. Ifeg. ,,-2El, 3 re t t to l i i rshal l , 7 Teb. 1942, in A& SSI (11-27-41),
Sec. 2A; Lt. Ool. John A. Bouse 3)iary; 19th Groun Qper£.tionc Hecord.

stem
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35 . ::s&. ,;!3, fror- Saadoers, 4 Peb. 1243;
SAG, 1 ?e"b. 194,2; Tu J

to

36. Ib id . ; Lnne interview; Diary of Lt. E\ul 3 . C-anbonini.

37. Il>M.; a?.^. v"X, J.-vra to SAG, 9 £e*o. 1942; use. <fl, iron: Iandoeng,
6 Pel). 194?; GO ^13, Ea. Allied Air Forces, S".5*A, 25 ISay 1942;
GO ,,-CC, OHC. S".2At 27 Att£. 1942; 17th Pur mi t Scruadron.

58.

39.

40.

41 .

llz& ,=25, Java to EAG, 9 Feb. 1942; 19th Group Operations Secord.

F?i&.: uTe. ;0 fro * 3anioaaj, C "eb. 1543; GO n37, GĤ  S^A, 1 p
rJ43; 00 i,3G, &E«i SI^A. 16 3eo. 1942; GO lt-4, 11, 30, 26, 37. SB, 53,
5th JT, £, 30 So>., 13, 31 Oct., 37 ITov., 2, IS Deo. 1943.

IHth Group Operations Record,

Eort, ITarrative a£. .; Eiiii l i
g, 4 j'ob. 1943; asg. #3, Thorpe to /.TAG/, & 7eb. 1942;

a:se. fifo» F-3S "svy, OO-XT̂ x S.««A0, f i l ed 7 Te'o. 1241; last;. ,f34 froa
3rinr , 15 Fe"b. 1942; nsg. ,3 fron Thorpe, 15 Tea. 1342; nsg. .fl2
fron *3...ACa.7., -0 Feb. 1942.

Brady intervis'f; Hart, ;*arr^tiv^, pf, Jj;^aii£.; 13th Group Operations
Record; ISth 2oifD;ir&i:ent CtTovsg IDinvj 'Sec. &, 1941-Peb. 34, 1942,
i a Hi$tor;r, 19th 3oribardfieat /19th. £J

43. 19th. Gi'o^n Onerutions Record.

^.ensu^e h&t; tsesn repeatecL to Melbourne, Hawaii, and
Adler, Cairo. I.a«e±5 jitely forward a l l a i rc ra f t , Soura'oa^r, has

attcckod."» i:ry ,-1, "Brett to SAG, " ~e"b. 194,?; us^. ^762,
to SAC-, 4 ?e"b. iy42j ics£. r13, 3ret t to IAG. 10 leb . 1943;
iatervlau.

45. Pros 9 to 30 refcrucry* 10 3-17'^ and 1 U-30 crrived via the
AfriorJi route, 1 3-17 u»d 1 L2-30 via tho i-f,<ii-2io route. Oa"t.
Gecil_O, Ilnudsen1? Biary, in Ei^ tor j , l?th Sciabardaient /Snud^en
EiR,r^-/, 7 Fell. 1942. 19th Group Ooer-itions Record; 17th Pursuit
Squadron; C:z:'jonini Liury.

46. Two P-40'r were vKishoi out "between 10 rmd 12 r
I t r . , :SxJ|. John E. Xavies to CO, 91rt 3orib. Sq. , 'i Ie"b. 1243, in
History of the 37th firouo; as^. ,."7. 3 r e t t to A&m, n ye"b. 1942;

Report.

47.

48.

Ibid . ; Lrjae interview; 17th FixrsTtf.t

An aAJnrd of a Silver Star to Lt. Huber I . J^cnes credits hiai with
having bonbed the Pcieibang a i r f ie ld jnd shootinr dawn a Japcuest
j)lrme, but according to tht? c i ta t ion th i s action toolc place on
1<i Ze'oru'-x;.-. 00 jfti3, Hq. 5th AT, S - . D e ^ ^ ^ . . A7J&j;HKMesyi*t SoTiaaron.
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49. l l s j . , AAEACC:: rfjl3D / t o SAG/, 1? Fet). 1943; as?, if 10, Java to
AGlLiS, 13 leb . 1942; History of the 27th Grcu;,.

50- 1U1.

51. 17th Pursuit Sq'aadron; &J 7r3?, KG. Allied. Air Porces, SV?A,
11 July 1242; GO j i l , Zc[. 5th &?, SO 3ep. 1S42; Gaufoonial

52. S?h.. :k,dioe*i airdrome wcs located approadiiutel;' G o i les vast of
the cit;.r. *here were thrse fcija^jars which would accon&Q&cte
heavy l3OEi"C!ers e^ch. Other planes could "be parked on nats near
the lu^a^cr?. Torthcutt intarvie-;, 19th Groî j 0->erations Eecord;
19tli (kcoca Diary.

» 13th Gro-cp Operations Eecord; History of the 37tli Group;
GO -2, EO. S..P Coad., Less'oang, 15 ?e"b, 1942. 2he order glvlns
Galusha a IF3 for an ,'i.ction T<h.ica too": place on 19 Pebru^r;.' was
dated on 16 Febrvtjrj-. CO ~3Q, Eq. .Ulled Air Forces, 20 Jime 1943.

04. line, ;-33 from Java, SO SeTo, 1942; 19th Group Cper'-tions Record;
« 7,"40, QSi KffA, 3 Cct. 1943; &0 u-33 and ^35, Eq. 5th AF, 12
Oct. raid 2 Dec. 1943; 17th Pursuit Squadron; G-au'eonini

C5. Ilsg. «-24:S6, Fort 3Iiaft-r to IAG-, 27 re"b. 1342; GO -/fS7,
?. 1943.

. ; CO ,r£3, C-Ĥ  S'^A, 33 Tec. 1942} t s ; , ,,309, llerboitrna to
TAG-, S3 7eT>. 1942; MSI Itt A^tr-^lin.. 34-35.

57. loiii.: nsr . ;r73, ::el"ootsme to UI.IX), 30 ?eb.
Ilelocrame to AGV.sK, 55 "e"o. 194*2; rase- fc-2&3, IlelTjo-urne to Aft,
30 rc"o. 1942; msg. ,,-SOi, lleloourae to AS, 21 re"b. 1942. £he

:g4g?-> 3hilr,;;i. sad ^ort^ar escorted "b:r the cruiner
the destroror Pe,ayy, had set out fro;a Bnrijln on 15

îr'r lauded do\m vith trooos to reinforce *isaor. Cn the
-̂ &£.:", the comroj- \;as attached !>;• Jcp planes vhich drove

it bac'^ to BandLn. Saa JJWP- Ssa. gptfayâ &TlT S5-3S. One account
st&tod that ths first 00 it to leave Darwin after the 19 Xebru&r;;-
"boa'oing carried the £03th Sa^ineer 3a.ttalion» which had "been
conRtructins airfields near E&rwin, to Port lloreshr sari;- in J-
194*3. Unrecorded interview; \ith :^.j. John 2. Srotter, 606th '
3a.
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Chapter VII

1. ::s2. .331, GĤ  Java to *i(J0 (Brett for Arnold), 18 Teh. 1943.

» 3rady intorviet/; ns^. - 3 , frcu Sandseng, 30 Sob. 1943;
-isrj. ,,-Afr 331, 13 lei). 1342, Brett to Arnold.

3. ::SE- r27. ^rot t to 2AG, 17 r e t . 1943; m-rj. ,'AIDA 448A, SreM to
5?AG, 13 Te'o. 1943.

a. ?-sE, AA? A-4 to AJ.F llr-j. Center, draft of sice, to "be seat to
3 r e t t , 19 Feb. 1343, In .\k& 1-isc. -Is*;.; neuo to 0/S Is;* A,'.F
(un^igied), 20 Te"b. 1S43, in »r-IY-3-4, Dec. 1941 to Bee. 1943,
Inciju

C. llsgs. ^ 3 , 5, tzic. 13, Java to AOiuiH, 201 31, said 30 Tali. 1942; ins*;.
,/lS, Jav-i to EAG, 21 Fell. 1942; ;.s--. ;UrA D30, Java to EKJ,
33 Je t . 1942.

6. i:s£. , Ad:oiTi-<.ltj- to 3.A.S. *>.shlngton, 53 re"o. 194-1!, la O.P.S 19/D,
^4 :et>. 1043; as^. â 0C0?S, Vavell to 3rit«TH for 003, ,?S TeT). 1343,
in O.P.S. 19/D, 24 Teb. 1342; us£. A3DA CCO, Brett to TAG, 33 Feb.
1942; ass . r.<3PX, 3&v& to AGO, 25 Fe"o. 19/2.

7. ;:s^-., Lt. GOT. II. J . VGH IIOO :̂ to T-irshall, 22 7e*o. 1343, in, C?23
-1639-30, Sec. I I .

S. ::er.o to IAS- Tiy 3i"oi£iof>:Gr, 33 JeTs. 1943, drait of nn£
to Bret t , in AG 371 (13-17-41), Sec. 3, He ld Gyrations in
.Virtreli-.; L;S£. ,/02133, *\3l!A0Q:i to COS, 35 Ten. 1943, in O.P.S.
19/D, 24 "eU. 1943; meno for 2AG Tiy liieenhower. 34 Sab. 1942,
draft of LLCJ. Marshall to U. S, I-Ul, Batavif., to be delivered to
Lt. Oov. E, J . Tan Hoc!:, la 0?D 453S-3S, £eo. I I .

9. Ltr. , Arnold to E^aee , 21 2eb. 1942, in "P-IV-E-4, Indie, Hec.
1941-rec. 1343; nemo for 0/S V Col. fieoree, 33 ^eb. 1942, in
;.iv-lT-D-4, Iadia, Deo. 1941-Eec. 1942; sieco for tA3 by Eisenhower,
24 TOTJ, 194-2, draft of 1233. liar shall to OG r&JPIO, in C?S 4339-30
Sec. I I ; ^eao for IA5 "by Sisenhover, s5 PeTb. 1943, draft of msg.
to GG DSAFIA, in OPD 4639-30, Seo. I I ; aeao for 2AG, 25 Je'o. 1943,
draft of ajtsd. to 00 TJSA7IA.

10. I.fl£., Brercton to lixrshall, 37 ?e"b. 194S; A^Il i a

11. 2Se£. Jav^1 £»£& Oairtaipi. 40-44; 13th Groirn Cherctions Record;
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13. Ip id . ; 19tlt Gro-oi Operations P.ecord; Hie tar;" of the* 37th

oiv of Car S7th Oroin; 10th Gro"aj vp
Ilq. fJLIlcil .JLr 2'orce-, W A , CO J^mo 1?'.

I S . I'olfv.: GO u"2, Zri. £»".? Oo..d., Lcnbsoj, 15 IVb. 194?; l t r . IJVJ. ',«".
F. Sri. til t c IA-S. Cprcjuc, 14 Aor. 1543, in AT 001, Sjr-v.jao;

P.ecorC; CO ,-3Q,

15. T

16. I'oj t^.; 10th Cro-j.1) Cporatioar TJ.

17. 1 7 & I-TiT'uit Ztvc.LTGv.% JJ ,;37, Hr. A l l i e d Air Forces , 11 Jiuly 1942;
C: ,--]0, GHV S'.̂ JA, 10 Au£. 19^"; CfD 10 .-.nd ,=<00, Ho. Cth .iT, *:3veT.
t a d IS Oct. 12<LCj Csii'

IS.
LC^OTXIC to AGO, ,*] k , r , 1S4^; Jir;:. ,,Z3U, .sons pri .^ne /
to 2AG, 5 :;-.r. 1342; nc-* fi'Oi ™-JC :>,T;' ^OUPCO, S lira-. 1940.

ir^OGEx^l; to deterrJ.no. Apjca'cntly .".-tor tua yil:5x.^s verc

crated, verc pryoi'o^ Cct rorcd I1:" t3io I-at^ oeforc fcp «Tr~jS c r r ivc l .

"0. 17tii Eura-ult E'vurt'Toa; i-tlonD "ecord; Cn

: i . of tlw cor^rlaj TorcR are c^rord / , t e . "'2he
1 ener.̂ - crul rsr -viu. i destroyorc In t!J.s Iocc7.it;- tJi-I

l.'.tov U cr-iircrc -jatl -C desi:ro2"ers. Hie «i££&c&. reported 3 "jr-ttls-
tshlp'S (rcall:-- IiSwVy c m l s i r r ) , 1 crui'sci*, red C Csctroyerc; rjtl
If tor 1 erai^r? :jid -. Inrjc n-a^ocr oT in(-Xi-LdiiC'l c™Li"<s. !Eai5
Jupiter r^ide one re^ori; of sct,«tered I'orcef, cojitirvinj of 4

M i , , CO-SI.

23.

GO ,12, Kb. Allied i i r Jorcei , S./?A, ?£ „ - - 1G42; < ! . £ : , dc.
Uth r , Gl Teo. 13-^0j r.o-a">c Bi-^7; ^nud-sea Eir.rr/.

; >-!*: TJ;* _ t ' . M l i i c : r . Tirlacr, ^ .:•«
40, in AAG 320, '/iirfcrs; ridhcr ?,o^ort; 00 ,,f7, Ho. ^111^3. Air

Toroes, 3".C?A, 11 J j l y 13^3; GO '-25, CL\ r,."?A, S7 An;-. 194?; 17th
Purr - i t 3r>jar.uron.; GrctjonirJ. I l s ry .
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26. Taid.,; Tislier Eeport; 33.\;&x& 0. "jferinjfcon, Ehe Hvacua/tion. of Java,
in 435th Overseas, in History, 19th BoabcirdirierLt; 17th Purstdt
Squadron.

37. I'aitl.: l t r . . :iaj. Gen. H. I . Coorge to 05 AftJ, 15 Jan. 1944, in j j 1

201 Zestor; CO TrSO, "..!>, S Apr. 1944, Oapt. Cecil G. ZJradsen d a l a s
l lie tool: the xaachiixa ym iron the iiutcLi p i l o t , and slaofc the

em;.- plane down hitaself. Audsen Diar;/. Ltr. » I t . Col. IZcxl
Cmesdell, J r . to Xoa, 17 l^.r, 1943; ?,ouae Diary,

23. in A
1943? 2r

.lip.. 7-3, 33, ^ ; nag. ,,-3131 froa Loudon, 3 liar.
interview.
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Ti l l

1. lias. 4-33 S-JSP. orj,~ine to CAG, 0 l i tr . 1943, in AG 331 (11-37-41),
Sec. 3 , lor Eastern Situation.

2. "-viry KS£, ,-ABEA 74, to AlUSHA HeVbourae (for Brcreton), 25 Jan.
ly42; las-j. (r220, Ctocig":±n£ to TAS, S3 Jan. 194£; iasg. --15, Java to
AGO, 13 Sco. 1943; aisc ,,--295, llelbourae to Ai».*«E, 30 Fe&. 1943;
asc. 1.-1-33, s--ai.es origins to EAG, 4 l^ r . 1940? ms£. pCOO, '.."ainvright
to 2AC-, 3S liar. 1943; General iiarsLall 'e Biennial Report, 1 July
1941 to 30 June 1943.

3. Us;;. ,/535, Austjv-lia to Afc.£»E, 30 Aor. 1943; SO 7r26, "..D, 30 Jan.
1942; ESfj.» Arnold to S ra t t , SS Jen". 1949, In AS 330.2 (1-26-42),
l i c e ; ns^. 1(is/31, 2JV& to A£H1COIM 2 Pel). 1942; I t r . , Ei& to Ofi's.

£s£ei;se Gond., Alaaav. Defense Goad., F>,uaii&n, î nd

GO ,,-33, GiKi S.3PA, 3 Ser>. 1943.
,,-3 AG ?eb. 194S;

4. I'-siZ' I'ZOS* IlacArthur to AG, 5 Sea. 194.3; EIS^. JT-»13, Tort 1J.11B to
AGO, -4 ::p,r. 1943; ess- . Arnold to Ui.cArtl3.ur,4 Ihx. 1942, in AS 331
(11-37-41), Sec. S, Far Eastern Situation; GO ,.139 and ,=40, Hq.

3, 12 Itex. 1942; History, *>"~th rx-snJt ; co-.V-t report of Cant,
Llifju -'. Pore; statement of l i y . Ster&rt EoVo. I^cArthur

clidiiieu thc~t there wore no a i r loeses in tLe 2 ;^rch raid and stated:
"In the itcticn ve had only 4 u-om-out ^-40'E cjcd to enaole a l l of

a to dive'boii'b \£ih. tOO-11). "DO«OC, I hs,d then r i ^ e d i.dth a
lizl cijrin^, device iKsroTised here ." llsj . ,,419, I^clrthur to

.-^?-, 5 Ixir. 1942.

I l is tor ; , Sitb. l-Torfiidtj statement of i^aj. Stev.^rt Eo"o"o. For the
f i rpt tonth cJfter the ovac'i^ticn to Ictatja, the hei-lth of the troops
was surjrieirgl-r good. Sut T)y ;^ir&i, ucJ-v.rla. fjxd u;rsenter;r had
"oocouc isaoontrollable. Lt. Ool. ,,'illian J. Keenerd. Report on
£hilip£.i£,o cxii Australian Act ivi t ies , 14 i'ov. 1S4D, in AAQ 726.1
t.-all;, Reports of *J.r Surgeon. Cono^t reports of Oixnt. "n
love; GO ,r37, Ho. UaiTlA, ::erDomr.e, 5 Apr. 1942; GO ,r26,
S3 j a - , 1G42. See Appendix 6. Si^tccstnt of i t . Ool. Eay

€. X^x^>; JC*S"« ei'SQ i •^c^i^th'ur to xji.Lrj 7 0"ĉ n* IS^.3; s*ŝ *. ,*Ho^ 3Tt« l̂ Lllm
to AG, C4 JCJL. 134P; Ze^ort on *JLrOi*o33S, 1 Te"b. 194H, and S-xople-
^cntal 2er»oi*t on Airfields, 1 VJQX, 1943. Tields had e>rf.sted r.t
alrco^t a l l of these points ijrior to tlie ra r but the;- had needed
nuch iLrorovcjiisat. Intervieif '.."itii Qo^. Cecil

7. SI snore sti-ter.cnt.
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::ci«. ,f43, 103, 167, S C T t . I-ills to E!C, 13, 35, 31 Jen. and
C3 Pe'd. 1942. Zcrly in lebr-Ocvr;- I^r&hcll Informed :: cArthus that
thCTf. \:L\C al'vcK the pOEs.iMlit;' thct Stalin would feel free to
con?iter action in the Pacif ic , lieno for TAG "or Gercn , 3 3Vb. 1943,
draft of n s o . IkrshcJLl to liveArthur, in OPD 4639-30, Sec. I I ,
I.ac^rthur In usr. .,343, Fort : i l l s to IA3-, C2 Feb. 1343 radioed
the folloi.in^ aeesaco to "be published in Saefiaa newspapers! "All
of the ,.rcat a l l i i ^ r y cwa--if.it7:c cf the past ere well ":novn to ae.
I have had the honor to fi^ht for :̂ y cotmtry In rnan:?" wars anC have
personally observed Kia;r nore, "out I have never IrnciTi of so g r ^ t .
so jaonuiucntal a a i l i k i r y effort nc the ono the ^rr-T and people of
Eassici are now naldLnc. 33ie outstaading ui l i tcxy effort of a l l t ine
It the i rc . »he 2ucsifm '̂-xniy i s t ru ly T/heno^enal, s,s demonstrated
"oy their ab i l i t y to vithstaatl the r^ost po-."crful offensives that
Gorixji?1 could deliver rJicL their i a i t i a t i n ^ in turn, an i r r e s i s t i b l e

offenr-ive en a scale nover "oefcrc a t t e s t e d . ™Le t ras t and
of tao entire c ivi l i sed worlu r i t e on their "banners."

9. General Iij?<di&ll's 3ieas,utl Tc:ort , 1 July 1843 to 30 June 1943;
ns£> , 3ci. "UJ-^T.-;, Tort :3.11s to Slxuro, Del l.onte for ".lacArtlmr £;
Ir-rshcai, 15 :irr. 1242; aag. , Ea. IT3.\FxJ, Tort : : i l l s to Sbirp, Del
Ilonte for liwsArthw, 16 .jxr. 19^.0, in. A& 311.rs. Sixteea officer?
and 1 enlisted u x a,ccoqjcijicd ^antftteur and Ms wife, son, and
son'e nurRe;. Iha (Jonertl officers in.elua.ed were VJC.J. Cea.. £ickar&
K. iUtLerland, Chief of Staff, 3 r i ^ . &ca. Spencer 3 . iUcin, Signal
Officer; Srig. &en. Sichard J . : i i r ^a . l l , Seputj-- CMef of Staff,
Side. Gen. " I l l i s i i " . llarntiat, Ai Officer; 3rig. Sen. Harold H.
G&or&e, Air Officer; and 3r i£ . Oon. Hugh J , Cai©;-, Zagineer. Just
r* veel; af ter tae ;i:icArthur ev£,cuc;.tlojii tlireo B-17's once aiorf- Made
the t r i p to Eel Ilonte and "broujit out TreRidens Cjueson, hie faci ly ,
and staff. Eie crews on tfcle t r i p wore cor^letel^ different frou

of the previous week Kith, the notable exception of the
vfcorct Cd Ltc. Herbert S. itoTjley, Jac!* L, Ccrlcon, and P-oliert

2. Oarrathsrs. Hirtor;- of the £SSth ScutiCron. GO ,,=37, Eq.
5 Arir. 1S42.

10. At £el Ilonle, for exsKolc, thero were 2 ?-35's f 3 F-40's , and 1 ?-13,
and S P2-13'p. fherse a i rcraf t carried oat nu, serous re-comiaiusance

oacd strafing ulcsionc. SLpaoro stis.te-.icnt; ?.o"b"b statement. Che
UOJ» publicised a i r or/er^tionc. dar inj April were those directed o;-
3ri£. &pru Ixlrh Eoyco. Between 1? end 14- A-nrii , 3 ?-17's said 10
2-rO'c f i e " fro:^ Xcjc\dn, Australia, ccrried out a. series of Eiissions
in tho Pi.ilip^ines cin]:ir.c ct loest ^ eneajr trans*"ortt, and returned
to Australia -Itiiout the loss of a rityi ^nd i.lth the los<5 of only a
ficfle 3-17 on the ground. AJ?_ ja, ^siXfll iai 02-C4. See Avoendis: 7,

11. :ie:.:o for 0/3 b;," S-aata, IS "ov. 194?., in Air AG- "AS 320.3, PhiT.;
;«ei.o for l i irshall 'or llaj. C-en. 0". A. Gr«en, 5 7QV. 1941, ia A&
S20.S (7-2S-41), Sec, 3 ; nsc. r348, AD to CCr U3.-u.Txi, 17 ;;ov. 1341,
in AC- 320.2 (7-";S-4l), Sec. 3; nsg. ,2*91, I^cArthur to A0, C7 ZTOTT.
1S-C1, in A*5 320.3 (?-0£^l)*_S-Si^^ i^ii^i»^Aii*4% i«PineE, Doc.
in Eistory,
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Es,rt, i"crr©tIvB of —vents; 3rc&y interview. See Appendix 3.
! |Just before the war started the ^37th7 Gronp hac". been "bus;? f i l l -
ing sand "bags tm.ii 'building revetments at iTieleon for otir planes when
the;." CCZIQ (they re re r-l'.-isys coning around the mounteln), '.*e f i l l ed
loO.OCO rx.6 3d 3ac":us west aox/a to clrar another 150,000. le"s
them £00 were r-vt l i ab le . This vr.s tv*o &cyr before the wc,r s tar ted.
3d went In to see the Ool. In charge of the depot ant" aslted If they
couldn't lie procured for us . Ihe Ool. lLUg&pd and said, '"..'ell, we
have authority to "buy then local ly and local manufacturers can
furnish uts about 100,COO c* ueek. But I don't tkiifc there ' s enoii^h
of an enereencj- no\r to j u s t i f j spending Gov't funds for thet Tjurpoee1,
History of the S7tfc, &roi^. "Unfortunately during Ebvenber aa«I early
Becê iTser as we were prfrjuin^j for evcnttial \IE.T i t \;a,c the general
opinion tJtr.t ve uo*al& not sco cctiual host i l i t ier , -until profcably
jioril l e t , at th© e:,rl ieet. '.-"ith. th i s in aim? the tccroo of "bxdlding
fields die not get into dfall m.i.n£;, a l t h o u ^ every a t t e s t Tsj- tiie
jiir Oo3rps »;;<,c r-atle to gs.ir UT the or^anication which \is.$ cshar^ed

these rcr.ponsi"bilitics, limy officers reujr'ced r*ipeatedlj that
was the tlr.e for nortiBl law; nov wan tLe t ine to tai:e over a l l

exictiri;; civilicLn eqtdpiacnt and f a c i l i t i e s for the "building of
t d l i t a r y inetc l l^ t iona, p^vrtioxilarly of a i r f i e lds . But such a
coaiolaceaoj* a^ existed die. not perrdt r^ilitcT;- control of these
v i t a l ins ta l la t ions and equipment; in fact , after Decemher 7th many
teans \;ere novor u t i l i sed for the fu l l vex effort. Eovever, flying
str ip? wore constructed in clays after Eecenoer 7, which previously
would Lave required months s^cnt in deoctins as to location sad. 6b-
tainin^ leases for the use of tLe land, Che lack of a great m&iher
of dispersed airdrome? wz$ our greatest need before the war and
proved to "be the greatest hcaidiccri afterwords," I t . Gol. 'i.'illian J .
:;e5LUir£, Report oa rhi l ippines end Australian. Act iv i t ies , 14 ITov.
1943, in MB oui;:, Heports of IJ.T Surgeon. "iJTter rece^oer o, ve
found that rununys five to seven thouc^nd feet in length &nd suitclble
for h^cvy "bonbardaent coiald "be Txdlt in front tvo to three veclrs.
2etveen the period fron Eecexber 8 to Beeenoer 34, there \t&s "built
in central raid southern Imcon ejjprordnatdy twenty such a i roor ts . . . .
Sais progrcxa l.-as the direct rt 'sult of the ac t iv i ty of Colonel Earold
H. C-eor^e." 3rc*:es intarviev.

13. Hgest of the .-dr Pha^e in the Fhilipoincc, in A-LG OO'J-SPO, Ii.sc.
Ph i l . ; 12th Orou? Operations Records"; Activity of the S4th Purs-oit
QrToxri in thp Philipoin.ee c-jafi Jf-\-a. All figures on ec-rly operation?
nust "us used v/ith caution a?» cccurnte records are not ivails 'ole.

14. 2Ji£&.; r icher ".eport.

15. Of 39 p i lo t s sup.ginned to the 35th Pureuit Grom durir^, the lae t Mselz
in ^eTsra-irj.-, 27 had never been in a jrnrmit plrjae. Alca, SS out of
1C3 ni lo t r ac£irjapd to the 49th Group were s imi l r r l r untrained.
!> ; . ?ZQZ, e,pjaq orifine to TAG, 5 IS-r. 1943. C?hic no^ored the
co&icnu ID Jr.vu ;jad A-cstralia, "because they believed that trained
pursuit p i lo t s wore "ooxnc !:eot on the "oct Ooast of the United States.
3pac," interviev:. l
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16. IS til Grouo Operations Eeccrc».

17. I'.Z-L., ?ort IJ.11S to A&iJiL, 19 liar. 1943, in AG 311.ZZ (3-19-43);
rasg. rAqullc, 5, 2reretan to A&'.'.'ul, 39 ;>,r. 1942; l ac t icx l Lessons
froa Aircraft i r Oarubat, 37 :iar. 1942, Doc, 22, in History, 5th £F,
App, I I .

IS . IMd.; in te rv iew -AJJt i ^ j . JrarC: ? . 2octr5 ., I^ . j . 3dv/ard 3. luat^,
Cant. H. 0. 3:.ieloer, Lt. BoTseri, A, Erenl:!©; Capt, 3. S. Green;
us^. ,-iGDl 45S, Java to tVG, 19 Pel). 1942; usg. iiÂ DA 37EX, Java
to Hfi, 17 Pe"o. 1943.

19. Hi-storjr of t^e 3?Hh Gro^; intervie'-; vith l i i j . John m
is to CG TBAT, E;>,nd,n, S J;m.

20. Floiter Seportj u^-. #3 froa Bandoeng, 13 7e"b. 194^; usfj. ,^17, Java
to SAG, 10 Feb. 1943; jisg. -SS?, Afea'.-s to 0G TIS-'iTLi., S3 !EVb. 194*3;
report T)j- Col. ,.'illia.i Lane, Infonr.t ioa of tacticcJL 7alue on
J&.otviess l av j "0" l igh te r s , in. ^'IHI f i l e s .

31. l ies. , l iai l la to EAC-, 10 Bee. 1£41.
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E I 3 L I 0 G ? . A P f c Y

AA? OlasKiflod Eeoord*! Section ( c i t e d AiG v i t h &eci:~-il)

OCO-S.CD
310.1 buT:
331.9 dead file-3
373 dead f i l e s
373.SA
Sol 'SI, E3
381 Trail:
381 TmT:

385
400
452.1
452.1G
1E3.1
€00
636
726.1 Trail:

I l ise. ,

Oorps 2roo^>s, "ava i i , Pesiana, a t e
S l i j i t s , Hawaii, Philippines

5 Secret Studies, Eenisphera Defense
<-*z& ITavj" Estistate of United States

Over-all Production, P.eciuiregents

^ Seporte
Pursuits
:^sc . Philipnines
Sitoe, PhiliwijiR",
?.er>orts of the Air Surjeon

of the Air Staff Coitod Air AS t-ith d

SA3 8S0.3 Ih i l ip - i aes
GA3 370. G
SAS 453.1

AGO Classified. Tiles (cited AS with decimal)

330.3 (6-30-il)
S20.3 (10-1-41)
S20.3 (7-22-41)
330.3 O-3i-^l)
330.3 (7-22-41)

Aircraft "timing Service
Aircraft trriminj Service
Orgf-nisction arA Beinforcenent
ilraarfer of Euo Pursuit 3ouac
Organisation r a i F.einforcenents for
iJ.scellan.eouc

3SD.3 (7-03-41) Sec. 3
331.S D Ehilip^ine s
370.5 (3-1-41) P t s . 1«3 Eeinforee^ent- CJXH Ilovenent of -Ui
370.5 (S-3S-41) ErrJicfsr of Air Oorpc Units
S71 (13-17-41) Sec. 1<3;3 ?ield Ct»cration?i in Australia

30.3 (1-0C--1-3)
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SSI (11-10-40) Sec. 1 US*! in tho Far
3B1 (11-27-41) General
331 (H-27-41) Sec. 2&
551 (1X-S7-41) See. 3 Tar Eastern
453.1 (9-10-41) Sec.1^3 Flirht of 3-17 Aircraft . . .
452.1 (1C-28-41)
500.31 Sec. 1
530.£3 (9-24-41) 13-

ht of 3-17 Aircraft

Air Tield Development i a the
Islands

Mi/AS, Plan-

Office £

'.r.p

«*, P

srvlces Branch.

. U-O-C

. I1-0-5

. IV-G-5

Hawaii

India

• Island
lands Indies

',.far Eepartncnt Gcnercl Staff

tocratioaf. Division

She dociineats rjer to the 1-Mlip3in.es and the
c S^st Indies* iMcli v;cre us^d with the special

permission of OPD, are f i led in the AGO Oiusc-ifi^d Filer,.

C 4623
OPD ^632-33
0?X> 46S3-41

Australia
Secstiori 1

CJid Eroojc, A ia Sec. II
Section 3

iO? tLis coxl;.* period, ca'olc ces?ajes axo us'jfol in determining
policies rjad or^cs^izritionsl dicjaa^s. Eiey are not particularlr
valtLible for operations since the;* r&relr inficate dD,tes of
action, ami figures ci^ca &re e:ctre-ol^" inacc-arate. Unless
otL.3r\idse indicated in the notes, a l l ^.essa^es were fo"und either
in the AAF i^essa^e Center or in ^JPIl

|I1 stories Diaries

ihe doctt-ient*; in this l i s t n.rs filed in the Archives of AO/AS, Intelligenae,
Eiotoricil Division un?.ess otherwise Indicated.

History of the Pifth Air Toreo (?,nd i t s predecessors), Pi^rt I ,
1341 to kOLxaat 1943.
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only ins-dl&ent of tn i s his tory so far completed
covers Deceabei* 11<41. I t v/as written at He^dounrters,
Tifth Air Force in 134*. I t i s an excellent s.c count of
organization and cner.vfcioar. Of perhaps even Rector ira-
jiortance Is ApTjeadi:1: I I vhich i s a collection of 34
^elected documents including the History of the 34th Pursuit
Groira, C' History of USATIA, and a Eijvry of FDAF -ea&vuartsrs.

x I contains a nataber OJ" -useful. r.aps and charts.

Hi story of the T I l j h t e r

51i;iht, and usoful onl j for a feu adkiaistrat iTe de ta i l s .

History of the ?th 3on"oard."ea.t G-roir? (3)

Tor th is period concerned onlj- vdth the GTOUHCL echelon.

History of the 19th EoabarfiiMnt Groin UO

Of Koeb irraortaacc in t h i s collection of dociarionts &re
Appendix 3 nud the Diary of Operations of the I9t3a firoina
in J c v c Ap^endis: 3 i s a "Gonsolidatioix of 19th 3oa"bard-
ir«.ent Cy. operations records. " I t covers the period frou
7 Heoea"oer 1941 to 24 Jebmarcy 1943 cmd includes Ojperr-.tions
of the 19th, the 7th, and the 2?tb. Groups. I t therefore
oaounts to s. daily diary of the 1 Souber Oora^aad. iKipor-
tant daily excerpts froa th is document arc to "be jfound in
Ap^endinc I I of tho History of the l i f t h Air ?orce. Eiese
excerpt? extend the diary thro"O£jh C liirch 1940. The
following doeuaents in addition to the two noted abovo
end p. nuisbcr of short groirp Mstor ies are in tlae
collection:

History of the 25th Sonfoarduent Squadron
History of tho £Oth Soa'aardraent Srrucdroa
History of the 93d loiabardrcent Squadron
EisSory of the 433tii 3OJ vjarduoni; Squadron
Che 435th Overseas
Cool, l!aj. Paul 2. Ikcerpts frors r. air.ry Izent in Java

rirxL Austral ia, 1 Jcanary-10 BeoenTapy 1943.
Znudsen, Cjvpt. Cecil 0. A diary kejtt in Java, and

Australia, 1 J.onuary-2? Deeeaiber 1S42.

Activity of tho 34th p-orstiit Sro'ii in the Exiilippinee and Java

Shis? contains the story of the opcrationft of the 24th
Pursuit Gro-op in thn Philippines ana, the 17th P-sn-s\iit
8cs,ucdron (Provisional) in J^-va together vrith rosters and
s t a t i s t i c s . She Report of the 17th Pursuit Sojaadron. i s
also to "be found in the Intelligence Library, AC/AS,
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Eistory of the 27th ionbardnenfc G-roup

Biart-.' of Ilatf. t au l 3 . C&oboainl, 39 Jaouitry to 1 llarch 1942

M s docmient was furnished the Historical Division "07
llsjor G.ofboninl a t the request of Lt. Col. C. tf. '.'i
Deputy Ohiej.' of the Historical Division. I t i s useful
for the a c t i v i t i e s of the 17th j?ursm.t Squadron (Prov.)
in Jp,va.

Biary of Lt. Col. John .'«.. Sou-re* 7 leceeToer 1041 to 25 i:ove-,oer
1943

23: i s valuable dociraent uns furnished to t'ae Historical
Division "by Colonel P.su^o, fai-ner co.sender of the S'"th
SguacLron of the 19th Boalb-ar-iient G-rotn.

"Diet? of Lt. Col. Jones I«. HcAfce, 1 IToved'Ofr 1341 to 5 Octooer
1942

SI i-j i s ts. interostin™, •osrsor.^1 record or an officer of
the 3?tli Bo^arcLieat Grotn. In ATIHI f i l e s .

r.cr>ort of Oaot. Tillitua Hovre

P.ove, a oi lot in the 34th Pursuit G-ro-x-j, has rplvca a
detailed aoco-ant of a nurfoer of missions flotin in the

Recorded Interrie;rs

5he interviews in t h i s l i s t , Tinless otherwise specified, are oa
f i l e in A3/A3, In te l l icencs , Collection Division (cited as A-3

) Che date i s that of the interview,

of the 19th Boaj'ocxdaent Groitp:

Eoctrur., I'j^j. Srcxh P . , 43Gth Sq^idron, 5 Eec. 1943
Bohj^;:er, Oswt. ".'iUlan J . , 39 Air. 1942
Greca, Cr.pt. E. S. , G Apr. 19<3
Ii&vrcace» lit, FraEt: I1., 3 Apr. 194?
Torthcutt , Lt. Ool. P.. E.
S.ielser, K. 0 . , in JJJ& 355.40, 3orobiae Cmarufcions,

8 Anr. 1343
Snyder, Oa-nt, Yinceut 1 . , engineer officer ,

i> Dec. 1942
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Eer.ts, laf). Iftward 0 . , 5 Vez. 1S43 (?)
rZiLe, I t . ?.o"ocrt A. , 7 .".pr. 3.04?

Sobanlr, Col. Il^cna L. , 2 July 1942
2ac:;es, Col. Charles, 13 llay 1943
RirieD, Col. John, 9 £ec. 1943
Fi-flier, i.\ P . , le^or t on "fhilipTjlno and Java Operations
Iloore, llaj. Alan D., 2rooj Cirr ier p i l o t , 30 Jan. 1944

. Stetnart, 3tf.tc~;eni, 30 I7ov. 1944, uade in
to request t " h i s tor ian of 7 F i j i t s r CJoEixand.

In AFIEI f i l e s .
Tan Horn, I1. E. , representative of Standard Gil in the 2&.st

Indies, 3D Jsa . 1944

Unrecorded interviews

3ooii, Lt. ",,'illia'i 3 . , an itserioisai v/lio flew vrf.tii DutcJi a i r traits
in the HetncrlEcids Heat Indies pr ior to tlie oufbrest-; of the
Pacific \>.r. 1 June 1344.

Srnu;,-, 3 r i£ . Gea. Trcuacis . 1 . , Geaeral Brereton's O^icf of Staff
in the Philippines and Java. 7 Dec. 1944. JLccor&ia^ to General
Braciy iiaporttyit detrJ-ls as to prewar conditions in the
Philippines and a c&ronolo££" of the f i r s t clays ox the war
uere incorporated in a report which t;as s i ^ e d ei ther "by 3rady
or Brercton. Ehc report wco carried to the United Statsc "b;-
General 01c.£,;ctt in re'oru^ry 194S. A search of War lepartnent
f i l e s for th i s report proved •ans'accessful.

Oo;-bs, Col. Cecil 3 . , fornerl;.- of the? 19th Sroiro, 19 Jcauary 194c.
L^nc, I»t. Col. *7illiaii , J r . , foraerl;- of the 20th and 17th

Pursuit Scpi-idroas (Prov.), IS 1'JX? 1944. Colonel Lnno s-i«r>lied
co^ioc of spscial orders, c i t a t ions , and other papers retained
in Me personal -riles.

Crotter , Ziij. John 2 . , fomerl-" of the CDSth ^n^ineer 3a,. IS Oct.
1944.

Studies nn'l

4iZ. ia. Anfltrilin. £Q. tlfn Sn^ir^r flf, 1S,V3- ATEIJ* Air Forces Historical
St-aai.ec! To, S

ont gX 4ix g^ey, lEaijifia^, ilrsy Air Forces Historical Studies)
i;o. IE

Aray Air Forces Historical St-udios: 17o. 23A. A detailed, dsy by day
chronicle of air ooei'j-tions uith source citations for each Lilscion.

Hart, Adijiral T-ioaas C., I"r rr^tivo a£.

AC/AS, Intelligence,
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2£& Gar.pg.ija. Of r ice of '"aval Intelligence Cot.'br.t l larrr t ive,
1943.

;axfi.all, Gen. George 0. Tieimlsl Ee-;ort, 1 Jialy 1941 to £0 June
1943.

teller, Qeorcc "L-ucl: to the ricbterft," in i:ilH,&rr i i f fairs . Vol. T i l l ,
I7o. 4, Winter 1944.

RESTBI
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Apjrendix 1 -

Cent.

1st I t s .

ca its.

In Iir~t nijirfc of 2-17':• to ^

lir;et; C'Eoimell, Jr.
"Jlllisoi P. 71-her
Golio P. Jell;-, Jr.
Georjc 3. Schactasl
Hcnr;* C. GOGIV-JS
, ' i lfrea E. Jlont^oaerr
Velclon 11. S d th
Ei'fircL 0. I'e&tc
Eonr/lcL I« Reiser
Jr---i." *-. rsiirey
Hc^ri" Uitt-^sn,
Sichrird 2. Of»rli*;lo
liDixlr T. rricdncoa
Eorculd D. I.o'bin'5
Hocrart S. Olin'^cale?
rrrvzicic ?., IliC^pGoa

D^irti^ J . Loldxlirc
Stnaloy Ootta^e
Car! 13. 3oi5rrr.on
Xrondis *-. ».c.iTi.liiifc€3?
P.Til P.otr-r"button
Jotei 3 . Vrijjht

Po'cert 2. ircs^oa
Joo :.. jieija
Joseph 0. Xsasa
John " . Orxtor

"illitz. J. P. Griffin
2fhr.ra C. Oliver
-Jarrr *-• *.«Mtlc;'

Ari^'xCo £?. j^.Li.roz
John I'.. £ec':cler
P.olr.nd " . l-rov&ft

Cn (Letad! efi

llaj. Gordon
3i7i6st

D/fl

s/s

S^tn,

eric.

P f c

Pvt.

service;

isiQ&v .7. Stepaen
Georje A. Hoard
Arthur "I. 5i.clxardson
'..'illiffla J . DeXehsaty
Olrnl - . Gilbert /_sl
Jopejili A. G-lardiOi-,
"n"alter Fartri&^c
Jcxies L. Oianioa,
i'red 3). Secrest
Eo'aert &. I.cXn.tjO'e
^d-sdn, J . Bo'ooerrffuh1*
Herbert ". ".'risfc
Oolo;' "Z. Jt^es
Joliia A. 'c.ll'j-dh.
' l l l i — C. Jonps
Stanley 0, Jrc~ola
John ?. Clarl:

, Vincenso S"oasixn.D
'."illioa S. roii'jht
Clevis 0, Joaps
ror-j&n r , ri.chel;ea.
l e s t e r "rij.or

, ::e;'er Levin

Canrad E. Payn*
:.'illi£U A. Snorts
JaK^s S. Cchosn
Eoner L. Tlnceat
John J . La'oreah.8
..illa^il Is. ..oriey
r.olJert 2. Altajaa
Glover J . 2urI-€, J r .
Jurilor Tracks
John Aitvr-l
Jolm ' ' . ^KreS;-
Lincoln H. E& r̂on

•

A. 3Xc3:e
..sore

llffC uCCf., Tt. So f t e r to AGO, GO Cet. l ^ i l , in AS 4DH.1 (£-1-41)
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Appendix 3 - Characteristics of Airplanes i n , raid to £Q to , the Philippine Islands*

A-34

315

360

355

370

23,900

SO.600

30,000

SO ,000

2-24:

3-17C,
E, id

Speeq

293

33S

Service
lieilint*

co.eoo

35,003

Eadius
of

Action

1849

GSO

247 23,000 176

420

235

,235

191

S90 31,400 325

350 33,0C0 270

3omb
Iioa.d.

I.'one"

4500

1000

2500

720

730

600

180

270

tS-30-cal.
KG 50-cal.

(1 30-caX.
(6 SO-oel.

(1 30-Ccl.
(S 50-cal,

3 30-oa l .

4 50 -ca l .

6 50 -ca l .

(2 50-cal.
(4 30-cal.

(2 30-caa.
(3 SO-eal.

3 30-cal.

Comsat
Pyofeeetion

(ir.P.

Uumfter in

(I . P. Saafca
(Amor

(L.J?.
(Araor
(B.P.

(L.P. SSI^CB
(Amor
(3.P. Class

(Artior
(B,P. Glass

IS

106

Ho. to depart
for Phi l , nr ior
to IP Eeo."41

es

o
18

S5

0

1 - Ko bomb rac^s for these B-34's. Thej" v/ill have to "be mcanifaotured,
- Instead of r-40D' s there were 30 P-40J3'S in tile Philip-nines. Ehese had S x .50-cal. and 4 x .30-

cal. machine -ims, armor plate, lea'r-proof tanks, 3.P. class.

Ibta concerning Far Sastern situation, the Air Staff, 12-1-41, in AAG 319.1, Bulk.
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Jipp eni to aatl xrou the
37 :*oves*oer-7 Becenber 1941*

negotiations udth Japan to a l l practict-1 purposes seeu to have
ended with only the s l ightest poss ib i l i ty that the Japanese Government
j-li5.it COLS £ac"~ and offer to continue. Eie future action of the
(Taprnene ie unpredictable but i t i s possible that hos t i l e action
u i l l occur at finy r.onient. If i t if. iicpossi'cle to avail h o s t i l i t i e s ,
the United States desires thct Jsptsn connit the f i r s t overt act. This
ro l ic f should not oe interpreted in such z. vcj as to r e s t r i c t you to
action jeopardising a successful defense of the Philippines. Prior
to host i le tfaprjaese r-ction you are directed to t&:c such reeoanalseance
rjid other .necsures as nar seen neceesarj' to you. x.e^ort the nsepsures
tal:en. If h o s t i l i t i e s should occur, you vdll csrrj ' out the tas'cs
rliich irere a-Esi^ied in revised Pain'oov 5 vhich was deliverefi to you
"oj General ^reroton. '2he Chief of rs.vv.1 Operations concurs a&£ r e -
cuests th?.t Eart "be notified. V,s{% 7f6?4, :^ re ta i l to C& CSAFP2,
3? ITov. 1941. Sent also to CG H^.-rl

." instructions your Eadio 624, u,ir recomiaissajice extended
and intcnsi / ieo in conjunction vdth the 1'pjvy. " i tb in limitations
ir^oced *cr%> the preceul s tate of development in t h i r theater , every-
thing ii: rec diness for the conduct of a successful defense. Ground
secur i t j r.epsures hr.ve 1:5611 ia'ten. Int iaate l ia ison, cooperation,
and cordial re la t ioae , "oettreen the Am;- and I'&Y? exis t . Ilsg. r.iCO4,
• acArthur to liar shal l , SB ITOT. 134"1..

I t i s desired that instructions substantially as follows be
issued a l l estdaliffeents; aad units under your control and coM
Sho x-reseat e r i t i c c l situ£-,tion deuinds tlirt a l l precautions "be
at once c ^ i a c t sujrersivc ac t iv i t i e s vdthiE the f ield of investigative

fcy of the i.'ar Deptxrtseat (far. 3 , ..id SR 304£). Situation
th-,t a l l addit ionrl acr.cures necer-sarj' to provide the followine

Tie in i t i a t ed "by ^OTX: protection of a l l a c t i v i t i e s against e^ions-^e,
protection ;-our -perponnfil c^jaiuet suoversive propaganda and of your
eouipaeat, property, and establishments a,-»inst sabotRge. To i l l ega l
v^ev surtEs oxe authorised. Protective measures shoulo "oe confined to
those er.eenticl to security. Unnecessary FXTK and publ ic i ty shouia
lie f,voited.

Oa or before 5 Eeceriber t ids yer-r, i t i s also desired that reports
he subnitted to the Chief, Ann;- *Jlr Toi-ces of a l l ste_:s initifixed "by
you to coEnly '.dth there instruct ions. !!<::,. ,-T347, Adrjr.s to 00 "Ĵ -JFiZ
ri;;ne& ^rcold, 2S ITov. 1341.

On 21 Lore-iber a copy of a l e t t e r , ser ia l 01513-104,
11 rovenoer :« s dispatched to yov "oy rc^lrterfd ?.ir inaii from tho

t r ry to the ^ r i t i ?h 'o int Staff ,i.e<:ioa in ".V-shin^ton, for

In AG- 3O.
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collaboration, stating proposal? of the Chief of Staff and the Ohief
of -.aval C er; Hems for cooperation between the British Oojaaonvealth
and. the tTrdted States in the Z'IT iast area. jP&r&phrsse of important
paragraphs in tb.it letter follow:

jParFCrcoh 3 - Concur in ~rltir& proposal to rugnant by early
1943 their n&vrl forces in Tar 3aft to 6 destroyers and 8 battleships.
£rurt this force vi31 be increased "by British rircrsft carrier and
cruisers.

Parana-nit 3 - Relieve strategic situation elsewhere warrants the
reinforcement of the 2ritish ti.r force in lial-ya b^ lon£,-ran£e bonbere
IXJSL. fighters and reconvene th;.t these be sent without delay.

Paragraph 4 - A r̂ree AES report do&s not ueet prcsrnt sitiuaticm.
A£JJ-1 re^arCefi E-B a sound nk̂ jor directive on vhicli to "base operating

out 5U£i:est oroader tas.ee for air and land forces in 5"ar Sast

Ivjrsjr-snii 6 - DeEiraollity of usin;; I retails at least init ial ly
as the nain Dare for Ir i t ish 5er Setsten; Tlect is questioned "but
I^iilc and other FLilippine harbors are available as advanced o^serat-
in~ ~Q&zes. local ca-^nifcr!-* rhoulu. decide tl™s anc" incline in joint
operating; plrjas.

Paresjjra-ob. 7 - I t i s cu^eeted &.c»t inr.tnietioiis for fiactlier
collc"bor?.tion, ia tlie lar 3ast Ar̂ a *oe "broad r-o thr.t corjreaideps on the
srsot i2cy solve \dtli nininura interference frou a^ove their ovm ̂ rclxLeraa.

confei'eiice *.,-itb diverse ftlencata rprjreBentod in XiB considered
irfble. Gorresnondinj stcnr&nc com'raiders should agree upon najor

r i l i t f ry decisions anc" froci these deyelor; detailed o^eratinc plans.
Cooruiaction "oet̂ -een air , stt-y, £a.fl i.&vj' elcr,:~nt5 to be accoKnlislied
as fo\jmd dee-iroble.

Paragraph 3 - Sritissh anc United States authorities should hold
the ini t ial conference in Ilaxila. Staff officers should hold subse-
quent conferences wherever cLcr-irr.ble. Afiiairal ?h.ilipps's -visit to
1-aru.lc, if to be ke^t secret.

eph 2 - Following procedure is proposed if foregoing i s
: A. Ooû andep in Chief, British Jar X&stera Tleet and

ifc Chief, G3 Asiatic Tleet to callabore,te in '.^nilJJ and
f on broad outline of joint r*ivel or.eri-tin^ pltJi; then invite

£uteh a; val authorities to collaborate "in nrejarr tion of ^oint plan
for the three nrvies. 2. Cô ::̂ 'axdinc General, US irmy lorces in 7ar
^ast, Dutcii and British -J.r and JSXS;- Cop^anders to collaborate in pre-
pi.rini. joint r i r *,n& Irind opcrr,tin_ plans. -d.r, land, anc naval

,:; plsac to je clocel: coordinated. C. Ssaept when unity of
for p'-rticultr task forces is agreed upon "ay axj:j3;i0Priate

coLr.onc.erg on the spot, coordination of operations would be "by
cooperction. B. CLers sLo-Jld t>e established at once at the three
ssjor heaficiuartere on organisation for clo^e liaison, \jith, proper
ctraber of perzrjaently assigned staff officers and coianunication
facilities. 12, loristies facilities of the three povere should be
pooled c-t f r ar. possible. Hnd Paraphrase.
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RESTBfCTEJ
251

Sxcept for parr graphs' t¥O &n.C three, the British have agreed to
a l l provisions of it: t le t ter , "out hc.ve deferred repl;* to thoee two
parafora^s. -he British hr.ve issued to their military authorities
instruction mentioned in yiurzijc&r&i. 7. A copy is "oeinf; sent to you
"oy registered nai3. 'Ite Oliief of l^val Operations and the Chief of
Staff desire tfcrvt you and the Ooistuscder in Chif-f, Asiatic Fleet
proceed with preltiJLfcory conferences ,-Jtd thereafter according to the
general pro^r^ outlined cJbove ixol6 conferences with xiritish anc.
lulch. It ic electee! fchjt Ai'j.irs.1 Ptillinp,, Coriander in Chief,
Par Saltern, Lleet ' / i l l arrive in Sin^rvpore on G Deceiver, lls^.
Adai:s to 0* US/1ZT-, $3 TOY. 1941.

Secret =!r;." imci I were disturbed to receive -jovx note of
7 roveiber ecclor.inc the correspondence TJet\;eea. yourself and Hs,rt
nncl rour lettor to Star'i of Dctocor IS *<Meh he turr-pd over to Me.
Seascxirixi^ vaz i~ovr ca'ole of 2S *"ovo:abor, hot/ever, str.tine "intimate
H-ison tmo. cooperation ca:d coriLlal relations ejJL̂ -t "between Arn:y and
r.,v;,-." 25ie 'fir Eenrrtoieat desires that in ^r-tters of sea-^c trolling
one. action aot direotl:' co.iC-rr.-'. "i1/- ! a...o^I^e threats nrainst the
Hiili-opina Icljinas you T,.ill proviile the desiro-1 TAT support for naval
operations v.-itliin. ; our neiaic. I t v^s for this rer,sort that e-.iohs.si5
vnr /ivea to tite aJ.thori2a.tion. for ;*ou to plr.ee îrriy forces Tauter
naval unity of cor--Ja:1 for such specific tt*s''S. J.Cr.iiral Stv̂ r": cJid
I , idthout regard to past prsjudicec or i^oislcxfcs, Jtaire tried in
every i.-ny bo fi^l eoLi-.on jrounds. He has "boon iiioleb.ported in ids
n,pj3rof.cli to tliS^e nr.tters, :X&G. VO lo e TtT.v ..»aeh thft Adalr.-.l t>.rt
and you c^a find a ^errainaly eur-icciole b&sis for the conduct of affairs
in tno 7ox 2>.st. In viev of tlic co.nlits.-tioas inevitatl;.* involved in
possible joiat action vitli the liriiJlsh, .iistrslians, and jjitch, tlois
i s o^rticiil«jrly JUanort.-iiiv. -lEsj. ,.O^5, .Ixsaall to GG- XJdiulj;, 29 "ov.
1941.

Ehi-t evary possible srar>art "oy arny air %rf.ll be ^Ivea to a l l
navi- operations, you .^,7 rest assored. Eeuivid t&6. 1'Ms point has
never oeea •-t l^sue here. She npfwuration. of cox.fi. jir "oy the 1'avy over
Ariay tioits w;*,s the subject of discussion ini t iu ts i "by AdsdrrJ. llftrt.
I t i^ r.y conrddered opinion t'a t in view of the foraes an-3 mission
involved the most effective results csm oe normally obtained here Tsy
u coorliiT'tioti of nission rr.iher than t)y uuitr of coui-iand unuor the
l\.v:'. Llic i-ir force co^wjidor i s insistent on this point a<s fnr as
r.ir m'I',s t-ra concerned, i'vd^iral H-rt hss nov cp-iarently acceotsd
thi^. ^oocitioa and the uost co.rnlete coordination, cooperation, rxd
cordii'litr jtrevj&l not only "o3t>7cen Kart nnd nysslf Taut Betveeii al l
lover echalonc of "ooth co-Tnnds. Hie dif Teretifc points of v i^ ' vflidi

represented cover diaruotrsi or projudiccd this relr-tionsliip in any

SECURITFPW*
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v/ajr. I txx not f r^dl icr " i th tits cor^sitneats on th i s £en?ral cuestlon
i^->." jcnve "been nade in "Ja^jin^ton an? rea l i se th-.t subordinate

s of act ion, i r r c r e s t i v e of indivi<\uc,l TJXCL loc^.1 merits of
tZae ca?? r^y icve to yield. If rn;- posi t ion has in an" vo^r prejudiced
or eatcxrrac^ad ;"ou, do not hes i tn te to infor-u n& so t h i t I ray effect
?. readjustment, llsg. U'1O45, .luc^rthur to 1-r.rsMli f 1 £ec. 1941.

In rejily to j-our rs.&io of H3 rove;.foer cxd yoirr radio ,f647 on
fae r :ae subject, n i l ^ rac t ic^ l ste^s are oeinj tal^sa to protect
r i r tine, jround installation?, within the U n i t s of t i e f a c i l i t i e s
to fcis COO,ICJICI. I.st. 7flO45t llicArthtir to SAC-, 1 Eec.

In repl;,r to your 647, a l l a i r corps stat ions here ere oa cm a le r t
s t t t u s . idrrtli&er. arc dispersed ica.C. e;.cli !•? tuider i^a'»rd. S-aards an
ins t i l l i i t ioas li^vc "oern increased. All cirdroae defen.se stations are
iiaoned. Qoxmtor pubrersiTo ac t i v i t i e s charged ciir force hGr.dcvt.rters
' bion^ .%ra oeini' orgcaiEed and have started f-cmctioninc i n a

d srjmpr. Kc^. ,=1105, .^cArthur to -^ ' .AE, 6 Eec. 1341.

11 CubJcot: ^ar 3ast Situ t lon .
""he Secretary of \k& d i rects that the follo^an;; f i r s t Priority-

secret r^diocrT-1 oe sent to the OoiJ-̂ ux-anf, General, U. S. iiKsy Torces
in t!xe r.ir B's.st; Con srineiinj* &ea?ral, Oarri'oean defense Ooiruicd;

s General, "af^iiaa "Denr-rfcorLt; OorviFmin^ General, F

ul:;

r-r,;r

(I-Ja?-3L^se ereprageatiur at one 2?..-. 3ast'>m 3t.J=tR.c1rtrd t ine today
t ciaouatc to an ultiu-tiiii r.l^o tliey a rs imicr ordorc to deetror

ods zccMnc ianefir-tel:". Juct \:h^t ni-.tiificcuice the hour set
leve va do not '-3101; "but "oe on nlor t accorcln^L.;. Inform naval

-o r i t i « s of th i s corvmaicatioa." i.?,rslicll ŝ cL. Ii, 2, G-erov;, i>ri£;.
. , Actiaf AC/3. :ieuo for DAC (ti.ro-a.jii 3ccret£j?:-, General Staff) ,
c^ 1941.
/Toted ~Delov/j7 "Pixdio? £.3 folloue ais^-tchetl 11:52 X. , 12-7-41,

code rooir., "iT3..C 2ode aiess^ec se^t out:
10:C5, j733 to GG, US.ilT^, I^ni la , t , I .
12:17, ,r539 to CG. Haw. Sept . , S t . Shafter, T.i;.
13:01, ,,-519 to Oa, 3r"bn. Def. Crmd., Cttarry Eei :>ts , 0.2.
13:11, ,flO to 0&, fourth. ,lrr^-» Prss . of Snr. Treii.»

l"o conn.iti:e3atp li^ve beea dado here that conflict ';ith. your ^ ro-
oossd nothod of eooj/srn.tioii with the L>v;", 7our rndio 1045. Gratified
thivt Ad:iii"il Ecrt r-ni you are ent i rely in &ceord on the aost effective
ear>loyueut of our co.-!"bi3iea ]f:.r Eastern forces. I t i s intended that
A a i r xinits would "bo placed, under li vr uaity of coariand for specific
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tas>s of
reasons

•'&&,

£53

o ; - and definitely naval chs-rccter. F ^
unity of coix.iand lor specific tas':c vouLd *oe established.

l to -Sr IV^xTS, 3 Dec. 1941.

Hie follovAn^ nessaye lu*s oee^ ssxtt to OorasanOing C-eneral
r-o"tilitif?? 'aot\?ec^ Jcpaa end the United States, the British. Ooanon-

J:C. i&e Butch Lavo "beeua. Carry out tae":-? so far as tliey
to Jar)en according to Hoiabo.r r5. In additioa cooperate :tibh

tho British anu rutch to the utaosi rithoiit jeopardizing yo-or prinary
niesion in defense of tho PMlipiiaes. I t i s also fathoriaecl. t la t
you dl-patcli air units to suitable "bases to cooperate vith the 2utoh
-,nd British. Report a l l operations ano cjailr major dis:-ositions.
Ilsj* ,-182, Adc,r«; to Special Array Observer, London, 7 Dec. 1941,

term
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Appendix 4. ~ Iktraets froa History of uGATLV*

\xly in. Juau'j?y, Uradcjusrtors or US AHA uero novsi to
uno^e were located the Olaipfs of the -Australian Aruy, "ivy

cmd Jiir Staffc. Ca ^jxar-iv S, Gen. i r e t t , Sen, "ejmeo, Sen. I rcrcton,
Arrived in llfl'courae. On Jrjaur.r;<- 3 , ->. conference vas held between
A^sricroa and Auvtralian Chiefs of StjJET of the i r cp , :~avy find Air lores
to coordinate- thei r ac t i v i t i e s . Present wore Australia*! Aray, rrr/j-
r.nd Air Staffs aa3. thei r deputies, the Austmliua. Secretary of the
Espr,rtaent of Defence CoorSisutioa and &ens. 3 re t t , 3rereton end 2arnes
r.nt Col- i:erlo S^ith sail lit. Ool. Perrin, U.S. Air Torce. In o-atlininr-
the instructions flcted DeceiuTjcr C-i, 1341 fjivea hin T)v G-ei. :^.cArtlnM?,
C-en. Srereton stated Ms ^isr ion \ra.<* to protect l ines of coimtaicatioii,
securo lapses in Liniisnao sixd supoort the defence of tiie Philiripine I s .
o;- tho U.S. i l r i " Forces in the T^r Dipt cooj?err.tins vifch the U.S. I!av;r

,jid tho defence forces of Aust^clia a&cl the""ir.Z.I. He stated he was
.-mthosised to operate njjidast the eaemy ia csa crea to the 2act of the
u'ept co-'-ct of Boxaea, Vat not further .t"csi> so that 2'J^atra ana Ixiloya
vopo outsid© Ms area.of operation. &ea. Brett ^riid Ms logis t ic
olan *,:o"uld h&ve -to ooafor. * vith G-cn. Isreroton1? dis/)oritions. Jea.
Sret t sLatei tliat pr ior to Ms arriTCsl in ^-a-itrELlia he caid Gen. lavel l
had indepsadeatlr re-idhed similar conclusions i;hia"i the;- disoruetsea
together. Chece conolu-ions v;erc that the \jar in tlie Pacific isart "be

as F. sloi: pressurp" \.irtr in wilcb v;c wotati f i r s t iiave to de '̂•oi;e
strength to lioldin-j; on to vhrvfc %'e I-iid, :nepjr;hile "bualdin^ tw forces

«o stri'^T" rtt t i e Jr̂ ?L'Jif}Go:~

(fO 3 " vnr^rin^ fron 2in*aa into China throagh. Sh^nriirii to clear

("D) 3y exerting slo\; pressure through, the IL-Z* I . r^id li

(c) B;- exerting similar press xre fror. Aiasfcralla into tlie
Islcjids to the ITorth.

2o r-diieve ful f i lment of t h i i plan i t would be nec'-srr.,ry that
there shoula "be "big Air Toroe.i "oaeeJ i a 2ur:^,, Java, and Auctrt-lia, with

"banes as far fosrnjrd ;:r» possible.

Ocn. Hrett stated, h is r^ain effort a t ^raceat wen to achieve closo
cooperation vdtli Australia ;JIC est-iblish Tbasor in Au^trills, to support
ope-atioike. to tlxo "ortli. Kc outlined thr> XT. 3. -olcxAo "brine loaii; &is-
tcince tdrcr^ft into the S«».^,*,.. "by tf^sx:er into the l-idGle ZList, thence
.".crosc- tlie Arcbiua SOP,, InSicai Cccaa to If.H.I. thence to Aiictralia.
A Fer?? route acrors tli3 Pacific froa Honolulu to Australia vr.s now
ne:.r ao -^ l i t i o i , but a t the t i ao of the conference i t s data of

w.s aot ^

Torce anC i t s fredecasaors,
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She following i n i t i a l plans resulted frou the J?&aaxy Z conference:-

) a -would "bo used ss aa operational end f i r s t l ine
tenanee case for the Air ?orce and as an advnace supply depot.

(b) Bric'ooao vould "DC ur.cd r-s the mrdn "base for the erection,
repair tad Kaiatcnaaoe of a l l t;rocs o£ airplanes. I t would
be the zzXn supply "base cad port of debar'-ciitioa of t
and supplies ITortJi of llel'cotume.

(c) ^ - j le Ferns ;joulfi be aocd for the tmlo idin;; ami erection of
tjr?e airolanea with o. £l;--a*'X^" nirdroco.

(d) 2o%m<!Ville woiild tie used a? a secontor;,- case for the
of l i ; i i t t;.T>e eli'plt'jxos and for rejp-drs and imintennaice of
airpl-oaep to the eanacity of i t s f a c i l i t i e s . I t tmild also
"bo used cs on cdvenoo suiixly oaso.

Ce) I-elboiiriie uo-uld ac used i,s the location of the Hervliiiarters,
XIS:JtlA, rjad a port of deter'ration of troops KE& su,opliec.

co^Esittees wero <'.»~>"jointGd v i s .

( l ) Chief of Str,ff Oosinittes - Air Chief V^iriial Sir Charles
bexnj A'ustr'tlifaa Air Porce Hrjirecent^tive ana Ila.jor
lirett U3/JJI,\. Representative.

(3) Joint jj do jedttee - \dth Air Tiae IloJcdial Sostoo!:
i i r Torce ^epre~e;atutive atd ^r i , . . Gen.

(S) Ho Adriinicfcr^tivc ilctnninj Gomciittec - t d t i Air Vice
liirehal A.V.... Ajaderson "bein -̂ Austrsliaa Representative
and &en. ^ajfnes ( l a t e r Col. Stephen J . Ohauberlln) the

23. Har.idn, Eoitfisvilie, 3ristejie an! lleloourne were designated
a.c 3ase Sections 1,3,3, « 4 respectively. Later Perth end Adelaide
\-ere e.dded as t io additional Uase Sections. Later a 2c.se Section was

at c;*dney.

£3. Cn Jtjmsry IS , Can. Bret t , the^i CoLir.-iandin£-; General
•,ras deBis7i 'ted Go^.^mder of the TJ. S. oper^.tln^ Air Torce in the J&2A
('ji.'srican, a r i t i s h Dabch Ares,) vhich \?&K beist: or^uiiised in the 1IHI
iHider Gen. ^'tivell. Cn Jiia^xj;,r 37, Cen. £re t t departed for his ne\r
duties End Gon. "ernes assunsd cosuK,nd of UX'JTLi.. Ool.
occane kin Oaicf of Staff.
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256

7ith the ovgmication of the J32A Go:nLami the Jiss&on of tlie
"bocoiae

(1) Co stroll 5- JMlirmino Ic .

(2) Eo 5Tir(?l5'"CT.S. ATM? Forces in the Z.3.

According to rmnonncel stri.teg;' s^??l;T to the Philippine I s . was
to "oe aceoeoliched throo^h tho A"£PA Cozriind, "but p rac t ica l ly a l l
supplies ".thldi got t h r o u ^ to the Hdl i j r&ms uere dispatched di
fro-a A^strt'-tliu "b, • 'blockade runners.

24, 3y the r iddle of TeDr-Jary a c t i v i t i e s in *UDA ajad
conditions in the S".t?A necessitated rov^rnin,;; the origincl pLon for
Air CJorws iac ta l l , .tio«c in .lur.tralia. £he revised plan was ac follows:

or

for tdrpL-jaes caid sun-ilies ("by a i r ferrj-

;r Eis'crl'bu.tion Point for a l l t;.T3e= of
!. llo"bile C-esiernl lepot . )

Aero drones s . (Base Arerv for "oocibarfiuent, i f
s . )rightor cn6 reoortaaisF-.inoe "base.

ro. a.:v.sa ^p

Aerodromes

Erection Depot (? IHa/

S.^11 2nd. Hclielon naintenmace i n s t d l a t i o a (3 E

S^al't supply diistri'butin;; point (to feed Sandn, and

Cperatio&cl Srainin*; Ares.

(2ase area for bo: fcrdaent i f neeess'-ry.
(

defence aad recomir-isrszice Tsr.se.

H.I.)

x

repair depot (2 H.-i

RESTRICTS©
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Depot (all supplies'
reouisltioned nad d i s t r i c ted for i^ses 1.3.1 3. Total
S*:rc~l;r records «er>& there.)

-units.x Eeccotion centre for formation, of or.
( y S.OC'J i n i )

Esadtraartere.? 2*erry Co i :?j

s Oneratlontil ^rtii

Air 3ase Group.

tc3ic^ce D^not (3rd Ichelon)

Eepot

- lida, Singly Topot

- Eeeeratioa Oe^tre for for^. t ion of e uslts

ri-inin;; Area.

G - HecomisicGaace fields.

- Air 3ase Grovo (reinforced).
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5 - r e l i e f of the P

^ QH -"1 •

Che Philippine cirr ison i s "belecgaered on the 3&ta&n r-
and Gorre^Ldor. 2he garrison CO ^ I I ES G SO^O 7,009 white coso&t coldiers
(c::olucive of Air Come \2&c& lies no oLme^) and about 30.COO j
•>crtic21y trained and eouipped. Ihe supply ox1 cat i" i rcruf t
I B retiming lou. .rifchout cir/jort tlic ^-irrinon CTJI hold out lender serious
attrve- for not nore th^n three aonijh^. LscI: of uater , food, nmutions

reduce tMs period.

:.p?aifi33 kr.vo oo^olcto control of sea aaa a i r cs& rja
enormous preponOorwico of l&acl forces. 3ull- of Ja.~JiJa.eRfi forces (6

arc on Luzon. Cnc Jr.T!:jior.e division io on iJ.nd:au.o (?-t
n S - T 1 1 forco i r c.t Jola. She Virasra IsX"-nd? fc&ve not oeen

"2. p.?su?,t:? of lors of PhiU

!Tne ?hilip_>In?^ ca1© the hey to the ?nr Hist rsssitioix of the
Astociatcd Poi;ors. Se-.rr Dou'aors o-str-'bliiheCL in stren^-th on Luzon cm.
i a t cmio t JaptAeco ooi—ardent ions alonj tho Ar-lctic Coa?t. Xose of the
Hii l ip •daes pra'Jablj' vcraltL "oe follousd TJ;- f a l l of the ir'jtherl&ads Zk.st
ladles taid Sin£"r>ore, unles? strongly rciBfor.ced. Au^tr^lir. then would
"be esriouslj* thre^tes^d tjad v i t a l Bri t ish Hr-.-iire trc.de routes :J.£Jhfc t e
severed. Eie isal^feioa of Cltinc i s d n o s t certain to follow. J;i,oan
vould 'oe tpe-^bly etrerx -thoaed or t-iinin=; the rev ik'-.terit'J,E of the
."etherlcJ3.de ^ast Indie?. Zho ful l ^O'/er of J^prJi could "be directed
c^cinst Siocri.?,.

"3. to JAgg.gy.gr. fee

Ca) 2he t'oaeral s t r .teL3lc concept of operations rcctuired to
restore the pocition in the ?hili]??ines i s as follows:

{l) Tirs t £?.ia navol end a i r sirsoriorit^- «;outh of the
l ine L'-liS'-v-Torneo-CeleTjec, tutd prennxe to estend th i s control northward.

C<?) fcin a i r cxnrcracr in the IT Î JJJ operate fros 1131
to rein a i r cizpreiaao;- over :.iat;*Jiao.

[C) Covered and siro^orted D;T s t o n e B?""-1 rjio c i r forces,
force os, llin-^n^o to securo cares there.

(4) (heratia,2 frou bases on I."ind:vn-.o, reoocn the l ine
of co^rjaic-itioiiL ead laucoh i- drive to the north.

* i;ec9 for tho , 3 Jan . 1943 . i n

« S E C
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\. !Dae execution of this; stritt^lc p
i.jiocJintc coLibined effort of the c-,xi.l<'blc lent*
of the United Stctes, the British and the ~TJ.

^ P C.- In the Euccecfiinj paar^rarhs» the

t O | T |

l ix yo'dJ rsqmre the
, sea. rui'l clr resources

op e n .t ion ^ fjid r.jor,ji«?
required to earrj' out this £eaer<.il strategic concept are dieeufsecl.

«4. Air CfcfTVitiors -,ii(L ; ; r a r .

a- IflJul rr&tciLSjbotec rorcers in the
IT'Iie^o Jiaiu Scheduled to £p-

3 &?s. Iledirn 2ombf,rtb:eat
1 G'-'J* E i v s ? 2o<«!JO2*f>

Cotal

•fa* r r t iEf i tp^ PM'h"'1
1s?13,J.tiw pf r.ciJifor

1 Gp. l.cciim ^oribarcLrcnt
1 Gi. rurfs-cdt

Dotol

c . Torcc Required fo r ;,\ioj? ;,4-7;jAff9
jSr-*-c> ft4"t;s ip Australia, .

C Cpc. Her-T5' 3o^"cr-ri^cnt
Z &vis. Ileditti 3or.iDcrcL(ent
2 %r. live Bo^oer*:

10 G->F. PursTiit
C G-TS. Sran^Bori;

2otel 1

Z r-ic-; F.~-av/ 3o="0£jf&soi*t
0 Gtos. lledimi Zoa^rxt; .ent
1 Gh. LIvo 3os3er ii
5 C-j>c. Purftiiit

r-otcd

c. J.J: itr-tieR1* .'Ji"- ?osprr-lc ^U;~:etttL

i"r.r "~]p *i+ ^ifOVfe0

91 rirolpneR
114 ' «

CS *

cf^.^mt ft"0;- our Af-TJ^s

75 rJliplanes
73 *«

155 i[

"orthv^rd to Lueon frojp

200 pirplrners

114 «
3C0 «

65 "

c.iitl Fo rce Avr ,i 1? ."bT. o.

ISO o i s ^ l r r c p
11*1 " "

07 «
400 "

6S '»
7E6 '»

tin- of .^.ove Torce.

tl) AwilrMlity of circrortcp *!o*ald lij i t the size of the
force uliieh eorCLu *oe errplo^ed. t?Lere r̂ re soi e 25 j.irdi'0-iec in this
CTIYV (northc-rss Avtctr^lia, ITct?.erlrxdp ~.j*i, Icdiee, lomeo, the Oeleber,
ijaa t"jae .loluccr .̂ l^l>rz.dc) vhieh ".rould "be ^YVII^'OIF to servo tlic in i t i a l
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c-oixaatrr/tian of the car force. If operations on r. Icr^e scale arc
conteijnlrted, r.cl£itioiiaL c&ru rones ?dl l have to "be constructed, "ooth
in the i n i t i a l cxe?, £'£.•! in those nrc-r which t-re seined OE the advance
to the northrcxd

(?) If th i s operation i s decided iroon tLe novc^tnt of
Lcnd-Let.se c i rcrcf t rlronlfi oe diverted to ovx vmts which v i l l tlien. "oe
o je r s t i a j in nn cictirc- theater , ^d.11 oo eubjoct to a t t r i t i o n , end i / i l l
rec_-air£- c. rtecji;.* flo\? of repl&.ce«icnts.

(E) UnXted Stater coi-ijut unite other then thooc rov
dcr.tifc.eei for tar Tex 3r~st na.5?t coao fro^. arctic, wherf thej- heve alr^c-dy
"bcea cos.'-dttcd V the ..ar Ds^arfeent, sudi as Envaii, Prjar^a, or the
continentc3. United States.

(4) Since there uo-old *oe no co:qnletelir or£jtaoi=cd lo^ i s -
t i c i l cjTtcs established ;jell in atbmace of tl*c contenpl^ted opeit-tior.G,
tho tcopo of fchif orjcrr.tion uoxtlc oe li;dSecL, i,« l ec r t in i t s i n i t i a l
rts,-co, 07 l o j i t t i o ; ! f-ictoru. I t wo"ul& "oo a^soltttel;' v i t a l to the
r.vcoc&z of the eicueclition thut the l i ce r of couiunicction to the
theater be ';c^t open ?ince tlie -«r*it? coiald not othcr..i;x sustain the i r
OT>orutioc?, even for a limited period.

f. Conor;J,1 "ohsi.R of Cpora,tion,?.

( l ) CCCIPJ;-cir«"jo.icc soatli of the liE^ I^il-. ;i.-Ioraeo-
Oclc'ccs rxX esst-.blirb c i r nner ior i t?- in th is ra**-1?.

(**) Qccjoi' 1? soon tis pos'lVlc thosr i,irOro^eE in the
i , tLe Z, r t Goact of Borneo, arid tlie Ilol-acca I^lrndr which huve

not "been reined "0;* the Jry ce te :au ertrfolish ;.ir su-irc-.^cr in fc1-±s

(5) 3;' coi.;biE.e& &ir and s'orface operations, drive the
Tcp;a*e£e out of Sar^j&I;.

(4) See': out s a i dostroj' Tsr the action of combined a i r
-jad carfc^ce force^ the J.;panc.3 foroec in the S'Jlu ji

ir« l

(C) See'- out ar.i cLcetro;r b " cojJblncd a i r and
action the Jr^caese a i r forces on IJLndrjiao wild the s"
ravcJ. forcer. oj»eri,tin^ i» c.cyr.oent v.K.terE.

(5) UK£o-atc counter a i r forces pperations ^ t a t s t the

(7) Si*p;iort r, 1,-jaci.nc of a force on ! linden-0. Sst£-bliph
a i r bar>or; on llj_r.canuo af ter i t s ecisare.
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(S) Drive Eortlntirfl. to secure aduitional cir "bases on
Ptyari*. 7ron thfico closer Tx-.cer, Inx&cb r, co-:oinec* s i r onf. surface
offensive c^finst the J. pm^se forces ossic^-iBi;; the Irltxnl of luson.

the

(U) Oorroine e l l there etep-'b^-^iep or.-er^tion^ vith the
r;' efforts to ^rlnfcdn Lhe line g- coz-nsmiepjionfi established "bj

Atlantic.
5.-0 c

B3
00
07
0A
ait
VD
S3

* iriiii:

-tinr *;

'? 1 '«(li t c rTnTt pr.n.
U.S.

s*
0
3
4

13
85
FC

J.&., of

"ociat*

3riti"Jx

7
1
4

3S
165

71

the shr$s inco

>a IT? Tfti f o r c e s

ff.s.
3
0
4

12
7

70
24

British
Ditch

3
0
0
7

21
31
15

;. Fnr 3r.rt

Biflsic
0
0
0
0
0

16
93

iired in JVii

io
0

10
18
19

127
68

2Ise tTsprateso naval EtreE^tli in the Pacific CJX6. ?ar
aroac XP ruch tlint I t irf.ll "oo necessrjrr to tr^n^fer ."jjied coa"oatant

to th&t '-rrc in order to:

tion mth Australia ant the(a) IMntnln
ITcthorlcado 2ac

(b) 2o establish corxtrol of the rea ernes aij.icent
to A-uctryJ.ici, "etlierlnr^s H-.st Indies raid Borneo.

(c) Uo Teiypcr-. a l i r e of cousimiicr-tion to the
I-hllip-ine Islr.nGE zxvl Firorsori? r-ir and lrx,d
forces ij3 operations to rf£."dn control of the
Irlpads. I t i s e-rtir-.tea th-xt thip effort vould
require the trrjapfer to the Pccific and Tĉ 1 Sast
areas of fro*i seven to nine c o i t a l slxi^s, five
to peven carriHrs, r.l;out fiftj" destroyer?, coou-fc
Bixtj- suJv.rircs .'jid the r.ecerrra*;' ai^zilici:"-
vecrels for svr-^l;' txc. .ariaterance. In this
connection i t isurt l>c "sjorne la .isind thi^t naval

SECURITY
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force? of the Arrocir.ttd Powers must operate
at £Te* % distances fro:i suitable naval 'basec.
Sini"> .ore rJicl ?eari F-rbor are fc*:p only
rtiTE,! "oarer. ^V2.i] ̂ "^le to our force?.
aa;.T soon "oeeone untenc'ble duo to «.ir action

Jorrjiese lane! ba^e

(3) liie diverflon of ncval rxaas frou the AtL'jatie area
rorralt in our lnrJbility to tidLntrin the r^-il ;- routes to the

ITorth. .".il^ntic r.ret' raid to who llid£le Ik,ft. Such notion vottld l i a i t
ur cj7-:.clt;.T to protect v i t^ l ^vointr in tin. "cs tem Ec-d.sphere, in oa-:e

-Tt'J forcer, should f i t t e s t to rc±C t : i s c

(G) In the event thr,,t ??isric- CJ I "oe oron-'jht into th i s
c^vxi., s v e r i e r it;,- in cTibrv^riao? \:ox&o. shift to t'ac sice of

the Accooicted Po*,crr.

t*r) .-» Civcr'ioa such as c. etroaj rJLr ancs suxfr^cs rale
rccinet -T'TvJi a',;T rstc-rd t t e Ja>:xecc :)ro£Tec\ Che noral affect, botli
r-t h.or.2 a c abroad, "OTLL<1 be c r f "=•*•

C5; Carrier "borno a i rcraf t couLci "be u t i l i s ed at ocec
in the ^.uctrftlintt-lTetuorlc^dp £r.v% Indict, txes. to pur-.-ort t i e forces
nov op.^opir,;; the routh-?^rd advance of the Jrr i

(C) Until the lin^oCco^-xnaicctien ^ron the United States
to Australia cad tLe "etlierl:jads Jji-o/ if. E£;dr seciire 1);- ser., &ir and
Crotsnl forces, tho fja^eiitclioa rjid sutpc^wnt srxntenance of forces in
the r.-,r Ik r t u&d in the stronf;th reroircc! i s inrooFei'bie. !The Jnrsfjiese
forces £,re in a pet i t ion at th i s r.o^nt to cut our Tuiorotpeted lino of

a t &xir t i ac the;- okoore to do so.

tTax-:̂  hes CC active divisioa?, 1- do~ot (trcisiin-
r,nd r, possi t lo 5-10 additional tc s": force uivlriDu^ rf.i?ccT cicce .',u--ust
15, I24i. Eho l a t t e r arc short of a r t i l l e r r rjrA other

.To Olvicios.': r,ro contained i a I-mchTirIt;, 11 arc in
, Stailnnd cad ll-lr.?.?,! 7 are in the Philippines, Z are in Jn-p.̂ n.

cad 15 divlpioa1? are in China, the Ilnndatcr, 'x,d ror*r.os£..

3 r i t i r h cad Uvtdh have about ,X0,OC0 troops in the
V.rtliy 3 . r r ic r . Auftrflia .--nd IV,. Zoclz&d heve aoout ?S5,C"'O houe
defenre- troajic. Ihe byl!: of the I r i t i b h , 33atch r.nd .va.«treJLi22i lnnd
forces will "oo required for defense of ho~:c t e r r i t o r i e s . !The I'nited
Stptc^ ht.s i,C0? IJ.£CC11;JICGU'S troops in Aurtrrl la imif a"bout 13,COO
(.-noct : i r troo-•")H^^^an flft^nl-ert-t-g for carl; ' t r ^ < f e r to the lax 3c st
the-tcr. i ^ ^ i
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.of A

I t i1" esti-^.ted thit a l^r£e Allied icno force—several
hundred t].ou.paatJ nen—*."ill oe requires! t:> regain control of the
i:hilirs->inc I4;Tis in tho ftjsa of tLe opi)3cation that J: jij
interr-oro.

i> Qi£,t the forcer required for the relief of th? riillip j
r;lacctl in the "r.r Ths-t cJ"f£

To. ifcrit allocation to the Trr ~Sv?t crea, of forcec neset
to re£"in control of the I-Mlirr-inof wilS. nccccritatc ;ui entirely
•onjvirtifirJ&lc diversion of force*5 fron the princir-ii theater—the
Atl. ntie.

c,, ifcet thr. j;rrfvfcrFt effort in ti.p Tr r Urtct &rea vhich
"oc rti."talced on ? t r r t c ; l c r̂ouxidK if? tfcj,t C3»te~'"'lr.ted "b̂  tl;e Chiefs
of Gtcff ir. thp i r directive :Z-y~£/Z ( told :L-.l-;- ^ca-rier, ZITXHT. t d
lU3tr,J.it%, 5«T3jeetin,^ o"<erutionr to the northi^r/1 to n
defence in de-.tli),

''3.

not
r,. Ihr.t opevrtionn for the relief of the j.:hilipr>i«cs "be

£. 2hr.t for fcf 2jre"ezit arser-tionr. ir. tlio I',r 3bst a
"dc lixit-3d to «ho?c cnvi^ci^d in the C>irfs of ."tafflr* directive
^0-4 /3 , ,-cntion.pd above."
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Arroen&is: - 7 -

An Account of Probably the Lest Aircraft to Sly Out of

Cn the night of April 8, three -oilots, Lt. 'Shorty1 Crosland,
Lt. Williom Colemrm, and jnyself were assigned to stand the alert at
our field at Cabcaben. \te went dovra there in the evening and moved
into a snail cave at the end of the field end "before retiring decided
to lir/fcea. to the radio, About 7 o1 clock in the evening ve picked, up
a '.felkie-j?alkie radio and we gathered from their conversation that
the front lines were in "bad condition, ar the Japanese were putting
forth a strong effort and h&S. broken the line in several -places.
Soon ftfter that, there w&s a general retreat on our side, '̂ lie men
stationed at Batasa had to evacuate and their planes were cent on a
final mission and directed to fly to OeTttu Ve, at Cacaben, waited
for further orders» JinsHy, from a conversation vifch a Colonel at
S'i^hter Oomnsnd Headquarters whose name I believe is Greg;-, ve
learned thf-t some officers from lighter Command were coming to fly
out the f i l t e r s that were stationed t.% Cacsben Field and, also, that
ve shoala evacuate, provided we coold get an old Grumman amphibian
airplane t.e had, into condition. At about 9: SO that ni£ht, the
fightere took off and tho^e of us who vere left "behind st&rted working
madly on this old Gruiaaiaa*

After evacuating Batcan Field, Captsdn %ess cexie to our field
to see if we had evacuated al l of our men. ihis was about 10 o'clock.
Sphere were only two enlisted men with us then ano they uere helping
us work Dn the engine of this old aiaphibian* Captain refused to
accoapany us on our evacuation, stating that he 'hed some mant to
take care of ena, he told us thfit vhen we left ve were to tf&e a
Filipino Colonel "by the name of Gprlos Honulo, and tbet he vr?s coming
over from Corregidor. 5?he Colonel arrived soon after and also a
Lt. Sarnick. 3crnick said that he had corae up to "oe the nilot of
this enphibiaa, provided ve could get i t going;. It WES 1 o'clock a,ir«
vhen v;e finally repaired the engine and by that t i^e, the fighting
vas talcing place juBt to the north of our field; the arti l lery van
firing overherd and soall &m fire could "be heard on the elone above
us« "*o f;?>.ve this airplane s five-minute verm, up to see if i t would
run. Sis of us got in i t and took off. I don't think any of us
thought ve would nake i t , out ve el l thought snything vas "better tlian
bein^ caaght by the Japs, Eight cJfter take off, i t was apparent we
had to lighten our load, as we were two passengers overveight, SO v»e
proceeded to throw out everything we could vhich was removable, includ-
ing parachutes, radio equipment, etc. "«e took off flying practically

* Statement of llaj. Stevart Sobb, E0 Uov. 1944, in AFIEI f i les .
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on the i;?-ter sud circled Corregidor. -Vf^arentljr Corregidor vrss
informed one more ship night leave Batasa, as they did not turn the i r
search l igh t s on us o&& ve herded dovn tovrr&s Cebu. She following
iBorning we 1 ended ?.t I l o i l o . T..e rem&ined in I lo i lo three days gett ing
ourselves fat on tLe ebundsuace of food thet wes there end f inal ly got
in contact with Eercicuarters on 'liaosaao b j a snsl l ermy radio»

SECUR

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Paae Declassified IAW EO12958

Appendix 3 - Oreus and passengers Returning on
the P.oyce Ilissioa to the Phili-oni:

froia

p
CP
IT
3
S
G-
G

p
GP
IT
B
E

a
3

P
OP
IT
3
3
0

a

p
Oif
"3
G

483
Pa-vies
lIcAfee
Olapp
Eubftard
Youn£
llewraan
Eayes

Gen. Eoyce
Col. J2.aard
(,A.J?.) 7loyd iOiv.

SIX
Maul
West
Gulp
Cook
Moore
Pryor
Fowler

Kiinple (Hi)
Lt. Arter
Lt. Oonley

466

Felthan
Mna
Eeynan
Owen
Crates
ITelson
Hat ther

lloore (Oapt.)
''/ri^it (Lt.)
Card (Sgt.)

485
G-unn
Bender
Kidgett
Thocrason
Paradise

44jl
Lo\rry
Walker
3ean
'Jherry
Segan
JFresquez
Hurtr-ger

Van Srery (&0
Villiatnar

) L t . Ehoaipson

473

Peterson
Mangan
Hanson
Butler
Salles
VJhinsett
Cooper

Gradle {M)
Fhelan (ai)
Eawlett (OiT.)
Lt. Grlover

443
Heiss

Saith
Snipers
Miller
Youn^

Gerrity (Lt.)
Leander i S : SO)
Konori

485 (contd)
aSiorne (Capt.)
lessor (S.O.)
Keys (Lt.)
Cox ( I t . )
Jefferies (Sgt.

443
J. E. Salth.
Ualley
Crrant
Oliver
Simmons
Clantoa
Pall

Vtheatly (JSUl)
Chi Wong
L t . Weinert

45fS
Wilson
Keefcer
Tisonyai
Word
Wood
Horse
Baylor
P l i ^ x t Chief Adams

llurss (S-0
l i t . 3enha3
Lt . Burke

4m
Strickland
Hipps
Brindel
3engal
Crutchfield
Cooper
mite

Horn (Pvt.)
Yatacgata (Ool. Ohinsse)
Wiltfleld (Capt.)

-Stowaway)

* IMs record was Icopt "by liaj. William Gr. Hipps who as a staff officer
part icipated in the planning of the mission and flew as co-pilot in
plane ^480. Por de ta i l s of the mission see 23lS. AAX i& ATiifl̂ ralia. to
the Sutamer of 1943, MS Eistorical Studies: -j&. In addition to the 10
3-95's there were two returning B-l f^ not
See above, a. 10, chap . / ^L l^ i j r t g f f ^^^
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ippendix 9 £&Erf*^l

Interview with Lt . Cbn. 1 . E. StTVBffiLABD,* a t
KUTCLJL,
Jtta* 4, 1945.

1 — Did the orders for the reeoa Missions to Formosa before the
start of the war COM* front Sea. Xaefcrthur*! Hq directly, or from
flten. Bveretoa*sf

Sen. Sutherland pointed out that OH) laid out diagrams for search
Mission* and assigned the areas to Qmi Brereton who then care the
orders for the execution of the f l ights . la other words, Air %
handles the details, the orders Issued called for reconnaissance
to the southern edge of Tovnosa with oae segment of the pie naming
up the. east coast of lie island a l i t t l e way*

3 — Bad (ten. Haoirthur given the 24th Pursuit Group orders to snoot
to k i l l against any Jap reeon planest

She las t War Department Directive received at OBQ, before the war was
to the effect that host i l i t i es night start at any tine. Ye here la
the Fhillippines could not do anything to provoke host i l i t i e s but we
oould take any defensive action. This directly* cane out on December
1 w 2 — perhaps f ire days before the outbreak of war... Soring
those f ire days. Gen George made reports on the radar station's (at
Iba) he/ring reported early Japanese f l ights . George wanted to i a -
tercept and earns oTer to ask permission. We told him he oould effect
i t , but that he mast act defensively; but i f the Japs came la near
enough he could go to it* The boys had gone out and had, according
to the radar grid, Intercepted but at a higher level . She Jap planes
had turned bade in the darkness. So now they had permission to go
to i t , the boys were right on their toes and had a mousetrap a l l
planned out* Ihat night the Japs did not cone. lext morning they
did attack.

3 — She boys had to operate purely defensively* fhere was no question
of that; and, with the WD directives• no choice on the part of

* General Sutherland was interviewed by Mr. Walter D. Idmonds to whom
the author of this study i s indebted for the above copy.

I t was received after the text of the study had been completed, and
consequently i s being appended as a supporting document.
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4 — Vere the reports handed in by pursuit pi lots about encountering
Jap planes orer Clark f ie ld , before Sec. 8, handed in to 8Blt

Reports of these encounters did come in, two or threo days late .
But i t must be re-emphasised that we had specific orders not to do
anything to start ho* t i l l t ie*.

5 — Vhy was Formosa not boabedf

Sen Sutherland began by saying that &1 the B-17s had been ordered
to Bel Monte some days before* On a cheek i t vas found that only
half had been sent, 8Hft wanted the planes In Bel Monte because they
would there hare been safe from in i t ia l Jap attacks — they could
not hare been reached at a l l — and they could theaselres hare
staged out of Clerk f i e ld to bomb formosa. fhis direct order had
not bean obeyed, lad i t mast be remembered that 0B% gare out general
orders and that the ifffe were supposed to execute them. A* Sutherland
recalls there was some plan to bomb formosa bat Brereton said that
he had to hare Photos f i r s t . Chat there was no senee in going «p
there to bomb without knowing what they were going after. There
vere some 25 fields on formosa* On December 9th and 10th» photo
missions were dispatched — Garponter going on the f irst and returning
with generator trouble; Connelly going on the second but being turned
back by fighters, qplftlm; the bombers, at Clark f i e ld that f i r s t day
nm.m entirely due to Brereton. {lfts.1T** irtTi*i WDB.)

6 — tfas there a definite order from 03^ to keep the plans* off the
ground a l l Bee 8thT

0en Sutherland does not recall such an order for the 8th. He i s not
sure such an order was Issued* Be does know that such aa order went
out of 09% for the 9th, and i t was emphatically glren. Many such
orders were transmitted through Col Brady* Be doe* not remember who
was in eharge of Clark f ie ld , a wild fellow with red hair and a red
beard who had been on Brereton's trip to Jars, and China and had had
s i l t trenches and reretment* started on his return. Sutherland does
not know whether this officer or Col* lobaak directed the 3-17* to
come back to the f ie ld , and there may well hare been some confusion
as to who was glring the orders.

? — Who issued the orders for where the fighter planes were to f ly
eorer — GUI or Breretont
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Ho orders were given the fighter group by GH&. Such orders were entirely
the air oonaiander* * province*

8 — She suddenness of the retreat to Bataan ie pusxling to an outsider*
the boy* were told to leave dark Held iane&iately, to destroy iitttal*
lations and set on a truck and roll* Tet they were able to go back
t i l l nearly Jan 1 for stuff they found they wanted.

'̂ afcing up orders for the retreat: Definite plans for defense of
the Philippines had IJeen on the hooka for a long time* This plan
envisaged a landing in force at Lingayaa, the only feasible place
for such a landing, and a delaying action to be fought down through
the pleins, and then a retreat onto Bataan where the limited forces
would act as a defense of Corregldor for as long as possible. This
plan was developed because thsre were then not enough troops for a
real campaign against a large force*

But those old plans were Modified. It was decided to build
up an any. But when the Japs struck we had not got very far with
i t . The Philippine Any was forftlng, but i t had not had enough train-
ing and there were not enough arae for i t . laterally though we had
a different defense plan. And we had our men deployed* But our plan
was not complete and the 31st artillery division for instance was
out off at Tigan*

the idea was to fight i t out i f we had tiM to train our
ansy, but we had not had tine before the Japs struck and the decision
was nede by General KacArthur when the Pearl Harbor report cane In,
around 4 AM, and when also a report from a submarine cane in a l i t t l e
later that i t had sighted 150 Jap ships heading towards Llngayen Gulf,
Sutherland gare these reports to KacArthur who said* "Renove laaediately
on Bataan**1 The plan for thl» removal was started the day the Japs
landed. Both the north and the south forces pulled back slowly.

The orders Issued at Olark Field were entirely due to the
field conioander, and he was entirely wrong, The Movement to Bataan
followed sure or lese expected procedure and was completed January
4th or 5th*
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den. Sutherland her* said that the AC personnel was a* fine as he erer
saw anywhere during his thirty years in the axwy. It1 s potentials
were tremendous and once the boys cane under George's hand they
Aereloped into as fine an AF and as fine infantry troops as he ever
saw. They did a wonderful Job with poor arms. Be particularly
remembers the 17th at Aglaloma Bay, losing their machine gem positions
and then retaking then as eocklly as any regular troops he erer saw.
And the AC unit on the eastern end of the line at Orion were the last
to break and held together as a unit longest of any troops oa Bataaa.

But in the beginning they were under young officers who
had little knowledge of how to look out for their men. They were
technically highly trained, yet they had poor discipline* When the
Japs took out Clark Yield and Iba, the force disintegrated and for
weeks we were pulling boys out of the bush. George's work with these
young sen was the greatest job Sutherland lias erer seen* X& 30 or
40 days he Made than into seasoned troops.

the rear echelon of OKI left Manila on Kew Tearvs Ire*
so It is obrious that there was no need for the wild retreat from
Clark Held* that night some sen went in after P£»l5s which were
the only planes that could land on Corregtdov.

9 — Prorltions on Bataan?

Ve were throwing ererythlng we could into Bataem by road and boat
and we had a lot of staff stored there. There had been talk of
making Bataan a great storehouse, but little had been done before
the war due to the meagre appropriations, Ve had started a field and
the engineer* had built their depot at Little Bagnio. But it must
be remembered that these plans before the war had called for a defence
by small units — Instead of which an a n y poured' into Bataan. A
greet deel was aored in and the AC performed a wonderful, job in
bringing In what they did.

She orders for this retreat, by the AC, were issued through their
own ooaaanders.

10 — Is it true that the Philippine Army in the south broke, thus
upsetting the timing of the.

_̂
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She 51st Eirisloa la the south broke and was rallied. Gen. Jones
did as fine a job as a nan could, and they held together all the way
up after that and their treating did not affect the schedule of the
withdrawal. Dhat did effect it was the break on Highway on 5 on
Gen Waiuvrlght's right, when the Japs broke through for 30 miles.
Oen Sutherland, at first did not believe this report "but it was soon
confirmed and he loaded tanks on trucks and ant them off to block
the road, the maneuver caae through and they held the Japs lack
until the southern army had got across the Calumpltl Bridge and 1)1 ev
it. The Hips used their air stupidly. Cbeir show on the opening
days was Beautiful — after that they never shoved smart again, not
when they hadt* find their own targets, fhank Sod for it.

Little Bagnio had been started in the spring of *41. Ve
Drought more troops onto Bataan than our original plans celled for,
General KacArtbor and Sutherland figured from the start that June
15th "was the absolute maximum we could hold out."

11 — Is there a good overall report of the ground fighting on
Bataaa?

lb* Sutherland, does not know of any report*

12 — Would it not have been possible to eradiate more of the highly
trained, 10 personnel — especially from the group removed from Bataan
as far as Mindanao? Chess man, especially the ground echelons, would
hare been of tremendous ralue later on in Australia.

Sutherland hintelf nade the decision to move out erery AC aan and
Mechanic for who* transportation cool4 be found. 9hese old. army sen.
sergeants and technicians especially, were absolutely worth their
weight in gold. They could not be replaced, the same held true for
highly trained pilots. It was obvious that the air foree would be
hugely expanded and these aen were needed. He Bored out all the men
the planes could carry. And It should be said that no one asked to
hare thea acred, no one in the AC. It was entirely his own decision.

At the end they had a ssall steaser ready to go« probably
it was the legaspi. Bat Sutherland would not release it as the soon
was bright and he haft reports of Jap. destroyers and submarine*
waiting for it outside the harbor. It stayed a week there in the
stream and, It had entirely AC personnel aboard*

day MacArthur left, Sutherland sent 3 P-40s down to
the limit of their range to cover the Mindoro passage. Ireryone that
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•••nine *»** sot Into the PE loat* and ware waiting. Tlnally the
report can* In of two destroyers in the passage so the PS Iwatg had
to altar their planned course and when Sutherland left the steamer
was still 1>elng held* ifter he left someone else released it — the
next night; but it only got as far as a point opposite Gallon Island
'before it was lost. A. few got ashore on Gulion.

XL snore did a fine jo% on Mindanao and got the aen out and
'built fields. He had a fine engineer froa Bfc, Bel lads* XLsnore had
asked for a good engineering officer and when Sutherland asked whoa
he wanted* he said lads, fatherland sent lads down, though there
was an awful howl in tone places.
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Calcutta, 161
Caldwell, Lt, Morris 0., 154,
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Ĵ uckley, Dwight S., 142-143, 151
i;ueller, Lt., 78-79
Murphy, Col. yilliem H., 231 (n 32)

), 229 (a 4)

152, 154, 16S,

Squadron, 24,

19th Group, 13-14, 24, 27-38, 31,
33-34, 69, 82, 84, 107, 118, 121,
124, 127-128, 140, 146, 154, 16€,

2 2 4 * ^ ! & / X 7 Cn 1 2 J * ZZZ ^ U ) '

91st Squadron,
171

93d Ba&baHmeni
33, 47

96 type heavy baober, 178
ITaval Attache, 222 (n 16)
Naval Ccr-enl, 110
lleval Operations, Chief of, 28,

223 (a 16)
ifevy, 2, 3.3, 15, 24, 27-28, 35,

39, 74, 84, 87, 94, 97,
207 (n 25), 210 (n 44),
216 (n 8 ) , 221 (a 4 ) , 222 (n 16)

Ua-vy Department, 7, 25, 23, 42
Fa-vy Patrol Mng, 10, 60
Ivscrason, i.&3» c« *?«» 1'®
Uflsros, 183, 222 (n 11)
KTeri, Lt . , 132
Netherlands Fast Indies 4ir Force,

102
Netherlands East Indies Arm;'-, 140
Eew Britain, 14, 162
Kew Celedonip, S5, 35, 84, 165,
222 (n 13)

Sew tJ'A5r!e&, 14, 141, 177, 179
New Ireland, 162

Sealaixd, 35
134, 139, 151, IGG-167

Wicholl, Mcj,, 223 (n 23)
Nichols Field, 8-3, 11, 44, 54,
53-59, 66, 69, 75, 181,
20G (n 20), 208 (n 33),
217 (n 13)

"ielson Airport, 69
I&elson Field, 44, 66, 50, 59-60,

181
Himits, Admiral, 178 _
Northern Territory, 90 *~
Administrator of, 18

0-19, 6
Q-19E, 11
0-46, 4, 11
C-46A, 6
0-49, 6, 204 (n 14)
0-52, 2C4 (r. 14)
OA-4, 6
OA-9, 6
Cak Leaf Cluster, 219

Field, 44

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW E012958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

UNCLASSIFIED
O'Bonnell, liaj. Emneti, Jr., 14-18,

25, f$2-S3, 117, 213 (n 19)

01 sen, Pfc Edward H«, 79

P-35,

r-12, ass (n
P-26, 5-6, 11, 44, 67, 69,
204 (n 14)

4-6, 11, 23, 33, 50, 58, 61-
63, 67, 79-80, 182-183, 217 (a 13),
238 (n 10)

P-36, 4-5, 102, 217 (n 3)
P-37, 217 (n 13)
P-39, 184
P-39D, 212 (a 7)
P-40, 23, 33, 39, 43-44, 50, 52, 56,

58, 62, 66, 71, 79-80, 85, 91-92,
95-96, 106, 129, 131-134, 139-143,
149-151, 155-154, 156-157, 166-
167, 169-171, 174-175, 180-182,
184, 194, 199, 204 (a 14),
217 (n 13), 223 (n 24), 252 (a 46),
235 (a 19), 237 (n 4), 238 (n 10)

P-40B, 8, 11-12, 23, 33, 43, 204 (a 14)
F-40D, 212 (a 7)
P-40E, 12, 23, 33, 44, 52, 61, 102,

209 (n 37), 212 (n 7)
Pacific Fleet , CoifiTnander in Chief,

28
Paeo, 60
Paleu, 213 (n 12)
Pelembang, 122-123, 136-137, 146-

147, 151-153, 225 (n 7),
232 (n 48)

patayre, 25, 35
Pan-toiericsii Airv.-ays, 106
Paranaque, 60
ranay, 19, 183, 222 (n 11)
Parsel, Capt. E. L.» 63, 120,

218 (n 19)
Pasirian, 169
Patrol uing Ten (Patwing 10), 36,

117, 134, 189, 219 (n 27)
Peul. Jones, 172-173
PBY, 36-37, 43, 50, 69, 82, 117,

126, 134, 155, 182, 184, 216 (n 8),
219 (n 21)

297

Pearl Harbor, 52-53, 84-85,
97, 99-100, 115, 190,
211 (n 3)

Peary. 158, 233 (n 57)
Pease, 173
Pecos, 170-171
Peirse, British Air Marshall,

111, 114-115, 228 (n 26)
Pell, HcJ. Floyd, 156-157
Pensacola. 85-86
Peres, 2d Lt. Jack E., 157
Perrin, Col., 96
Perry, Cpl. Kenneth, 230 (n 26)
Perry, 2d Lt. Elton S., 157
Perth, 172-173
Perth, 176
Philippine Air Force, 219 (n 27)
Philippine Army, 44, 214 (a 27)
Philippine Department, 4-7,
9-10, 12-13, 22, 29,
206 (n 23), 209 (n 39)
Air Force, 9-10, 205 (n 19),
206 (a 23)

Philippine Ordnance Depot, 45,
60, 189

Philippine Sea, Battle of,
219 (n 21)

Phillips, Adm. Tom, 227 (n 15)
Pickett, Sgt. George ','».,
231 (n 32)

Plans Division, 3, 8
Pohl, Col. Herman. H., 226 (n 13)
Ponoik, Victor J., 126
Fojoe_, 172-175
Port Parwin, 223 (a 13)
Portmsc, 233 (a 57)
Fort ?:ore3l>y, 14-15, 17-18, ?4,

26-2D, 54, 36, 40, 34, 141,
207 (n 27), 213 (n 12),
233 (n 57)

Potters , T/s^t. John A., 231 (n 29)
Povmall, Jjaj. {Jen. Sir IIsnryR.,

110
Premier, Japanese, 30
President Coolid^e, 23, 34, 104,
106

President Pierce, 23, 207 (n 27)
President Polk, 230 (n 18)
Preston, Capt. Joseph J., 144
Priohard, Lt. ;,illiam J., 144

eTBte

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO129S8



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

1

r

frino_e .of, Vt'ales, 101
FT-13, 238 (n 10)
?T boat, 180
Public 29 Airplane Deferred Stor"

cge Program, 22
Purple Heart, 217 (n 11)

0.

Quantas, 106
Quezon, President, 238 (n 9)

R

RAW, 18, 40, 51, 103, 157,
207 (n 27), 225 (n 9)

RAP groups and squadrons, 225 (n 7)
Rebaul, 14, 26-27, 36, 186
£AOB0Y? ITo* 5, 37
Reagan, 2d Lt. C. L., 142, 175
Republic, 85-86
Repulse, 101
Rico, 2d Lt. 3urt 11., 157
Richards, Col. H, H. C , 4
Robb, :rPj. Stewart •'.-, 21S (n 13)
Robins, Lt. Donald D., 65
Robinson, liaj,, 136, 139
"Sock," 183
Rookliampton, 133
Roland, Lt., 132, 139
Roosevslt, President, 30, 76, 97,

10S-10D, 114, 161, IDS
liosales Field, 44, 54
Rouse, Lt. Jolm A., 168, 173
P.owo, Lt. t.'illism :„"., 60
Roycs, Iris* Gea. Ralph, 235 (n 10)
Rucsie, 75, 23.3 (n 8)
liassiaa i'-vzrj, 23G (n C)

S

2d Observation Cqusdron, 9, 67
?.& Infantry Regimenb, 3C
6th Squadron, 44
7th Group, 13, 33, 84-85, 91, 103,
124-125, 127, 129-131, 136-137,
139, 143, 146, 154, 209, 2 3 0 f ^ 8 )
Commander, 136 _^^^ttt^^Kk.

$0* ' v^ , 298

17th Bombardment *dng, 31, 55
17th Squadron, 7-8, 33, 44, 54,

59, 61, 65-G6, 68, 132-133,
150-151, 156, 169, 174-175, 181,
217 (a 13), 218 (n 18),
219 (n 25)

60th CA, 44, 59
70th Squadron, 211 (n 6)
71st Division, 80
Sfipan, 213 (n 12)
balamaua, 177, 186
Samarinda, 118-119, 125, 127, 134
Samoa, 35
5and Island, 207 (n 25)
San Fernando ^ield/, 44, 81
San Francisco, 4, 7, 13, 34, 85,

211 (n 3)
Port of Embarkation, 34, 45, 83,

211 (n 6)
San Jose, 68, 78
San llarcelino, 61-83, 75, 78, 81,
218 (n 19)

San Hi^uel Bay, 79
Sesebo, 229 (a 4)
Sarawak, 100
Sayre, Francis B., 42
Schaetzel, Lt. G. E., 63-64, 68,

78-79, 127
SCR equipment, 22, 45, 214 (n 28)
Sea Lion, 67
Seawiteh, 170-171, 194, ?35 fn 191
Secretary of Y/er, 12, 23
Selective Service Act, 187
Selfridse Field, 9
Semarang, 101
Seversky fighters, 139
Shanghai, 97
Shepherd, Lt. W. A., 66
Short, Lt* 3en. palter C , 25, 35,
40-41

Siberia, 7
Signal Corps, 9
Singapore, 36, 40, 48, 99, 103,

115, 121, 225 (n 7)
Singosari, 117, 122, 124, 129,

138, 140, 143-144, 162, 166-158
Silver Star, 232 (n 48)
Silva, l,j/Sgt. Louis I., 126
Smith, Lt., 78

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Paqe Declassified IAW EO12958

UNCLASSIFIED
Soemba, 133, 152
Soengi Patard, 122
Soerabaja, 94, 101, 103, 130, 133,
138-139, 143, 149-151, 153

Solomon Islands, 25, 177
Southwest Pacific Area, General Head-
quarters, 216 (n 4)

Sgaats, i:a;j. Gen. Carl, 3-4, 6, 10-12,
29, 38, 45, 188, 204 (a 14),
214 (n 28)

Sperry, 198
Sprague, iZaj. Charles A., 132, 150-151,

153, 166-167, 230 (n 23)
Stafford, "Old Goat,11 153
Stalin, 238 (n 8)
Standard Oil, 210 (n 44)
Stark, Admiral, 25, 28
Status of Airplanes in Foreign Pos-
sessions, 309 (n 37), 212 (n 7)

Stauter, Zd Lt., 132, 139
Stephenson, Lt. Glenwood, 153
Straubel, Kaj. A. A., 125, 139,
231 (n 32)

Strauss, Lt. Allison ;V., 71, 132
Strother, Capt* Donald E., 144
Sumatra, 99, 103, 122, 136, 145-146,

151, 195, 225 (a 7)
Summers, 154-156, 167, 172
Sutherland, Uaj. Gen. Hichard K.,
53-54, 185, 238 (n 9)

Swanbeolc, 173
Swanson, Lt. Theodore B., 138
Swordfish, 225 (n 7)

3d Air Force, 31
3d Pursuit Group, 218 (a 17)
3d Pursuit Squadron, 9, 33, 43, 52,
54-56, 59, 219 (n 25)

20th Air Base Group, 9
20th Pursuit Squadron, 7-8, 33, 43,
54-56, 68, 141, 150, 167

£1-3, 102
21st Squadron, 33, 43, 54-55, 62,

66, 68, 182, 211 (n 6), 217 (n 13),
213 (n 25)

22d Squadron, 230 (n 18)

299

24th Pursuit Group, 33, 79-80,
205-206 (n 19), 219 (a 25),
224 (n 25)

27th Bombardment Group (L),
24, 34, 50, 52, 59, 74,
30-81, 85, 93, 95, 149, 152-
153, 222 (n 11), 224 (n 25),
239 (n 12)

28th 3oiflbardment Squadron, 9
30th Bombardment Squadron, 24,

33
32d Bombardment Squadron, 34
33d Pursuit Squadron, 156
34th Squadron, 33, 44, 55, 59,

66, 68, 182, 211 (n 6),
819 (n 25)

35th Pursuit Group, 33, 106,
141, 211 (n 6), 226 (n 10),
239 (n 15)

38th Reconnaissance Squadron (H)i
34

39th Group, 13
200th CA (M), 60, 217 (n 12)
339D, 102
339E, 102
Tacloban, 68
Tagagarau, 54
Tarakan, 100, 120-122, 125
Tash, Lt. Earl, 57, 127
Teats, Lt. Edward C , 17, 123,
127

Tengah, 225 (n 7)
Ternate ̂ ?ield7# 44
Thailand, 48, 100
Thompson, 2d Lt., 132
Thonga, 123
Thorne, Lt. H. G., 43, 52
Timor, 133, 141, 149-150, 156,
233 (n 57)

Timor Sea, 152
Tjiletjap, 170, 194
Tojo, General, 30
Tokyo, 198
Tomahawks, 223 (» 24)
Toungoo, 160
Townsville, 36, 96, 131, 133,
212 (n 7), 222 (n 13)

Trinidad, 84
Trout, 8d !*•, 132

UNCLAb
HHCTEP

ATlOi'i

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO129S8



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

•

i

^*T *.~& ^ fc. fc. *^ ' t i f f •

Truk, 40, 213 (n 12)
Tubb, Lt. D. B. , 166-167
Ittlaai, 233 (n 57)
Turner, Yifillism L., 142

U

United Kingdom, 35
US/sPPE, 22-23, 29-30, 48, 61, 189-190
USA7I/., 87, 94, 105, 111, 192

V

Velenoie, 184
Vance, Col,, 153
Vendevanter, Lt. El l iot t , 62, 6E,

70, 123
Veil Hook, Lt* Jov», 163-164
Van Oyen, Maj. Gen. L. H., 102,

226 (n 15)
Vig&n, 63, 69-71, 218 (n 18)
Vildeboesta, 103, 225 (n 7)
Villsmor, C&pt. Jesus, 44, 67, 69,

219 (a 27)
Vincent, 27

W

i taeo, 182
i*<c.ciG, L t . E• C , 129
Warner, L t . Boyd 0 . , 44, 54, 59, 71,

79, 230 (n 23)
"iVaingapoe, 133, 152
(i'ainwright, 1

»ta**r' 3oo

Weke Island, 4, 14-15, 17, 24,
26-23, 34, 38-39, C-3-84,
207 (n 25), 210 (n 44)

iuelicer, 2d Lt . Willies R., 157
Vfells-i City, 60
Tar Departaient, 2, 5, 9-10, 14,

22, 24, 26-28, 30, 32, 40, 48,
51, 84, 87, 95, 97, 104, 106,
111, 113-114, 132, 160-163, 165,
185-186, 188-190, 200
General Staff, CLieX" of, 208 (n 34)

Etahington, 31 , 44, 48, 76, 181,
211 (n 3)

.'.'e.7611. Gen., 9C, 108-109, 111-112,
114, 122, 124, 159-160, 164-165,
184

West Point, 205 (n 7)
Wheless, L t , , 70
WhiOTle. 170-171
iUeoks, 2d Lt. Mex E . , 157
'Ailliaais, 149
iVillinns, Ffc 3reeley B. , 58
.. ' i l l is , 2 a j . Herold E., 226 (n 15)
Witte do With. 172
VTood, Pro T. 1'., 138
V/otae, 213 (n 17)

X, 2

yeja.ash.iro, 64
2B-3A, 6
Zeur.bales, 69
Zemboonso Field, 208 (n 33)
2eke, 1.99
2ero, 66, 73, 139, 156, 167, 175,

199, 220 (n ?1), 231 (n 23)

Mm-

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Paqe Declassified IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958


