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PREFACE

Through Instruction No. 126 to Japanee‘eﬁovammem 12 Oet 45, entitled
gtitution for war Hecords Investigation , steps were initiated to exploit
ary historical -records and officéial reports af the Ja@aneae War Linistry
the Japanese General otaff.* Upor the dissolution of the der Ministry
the General otaff, and the tranafer of their former functions to the le-
obilization Bureau, the general research job continued and resulted in the
development of a series of historical monographs.. betsiled instructions
eovering the preparation of these monographs were included in semorands 16

" Deceriber 1945 and 21 November 1946, subject "Japanese Operatimnal diatories .

: The basic meterial contained in tinis operatiocnal record was developed

2 by formsr officers, on duty in command,and stalf units within ma jor units

%f during the period of operastions, I[t- sRould be. moted at once, that the enor-
¢ mous destruction by merial bombardment and fire has practiocally wiped out
the Tokyo records; much of ‘this meterisl vas reconstructed Crom memory.

The paucity of original orders, plens and unit - journals, which are

. nermally essemtial in the preparation of this type of vecord, most of

- wWhich were lost or destroyed during field operations or bomblng reids ren-

7 dered the task of compiletion most difficult; particularly dimtvunuxng LT Y
I “een the complete lack of officisl strength reports, normal in aG or U3

N ecords. dowever, while many of the important orders, plans and estimates

i© heve been reconstructed Lrom memory snd therefore are not textually identi~
.. eal with the originals, they ere believed to be generally accurate amd re-
i liable, Further data as & result of sontinuing research and the ooonsionsl
“ recovery ef hitherto unavatlable origipal dpoumsnts will be covered in the

i subsequent publicetion of "supplements? by the uvsmuobillization duresus

——————————————— -.—4.,...'-...—.-’.wmu-»m—mv‘m-'uwﬁ._m

" The action under this memorandum snd 4nol.ental detailed instruc-
tions, wiich followed, were initietéd by the Kssistant Chief of Steff, G-3,
GHw, oharged with responsibility Co¥ exeoution of the progrum under G.0.
No. 9, SCAP, 2 Nctober 1845,

. In order to protect the interest of the United States, in the ex-

ploitatfon of Jepanese wmilitary lnformmtion, sub-paragraph 4 of G0 No, &
.. further provided for the scoreening of eaemy documents end established ine
4 ventories in Japanese Uovermmental archives, Cesreful exsminstion of the
" first records submitted by the Japanese Yoveranmemt in the summer of 1846

detected a misconception on the part of the Jupenese as to what should be

inoluded in comparetive historles; in a memorandum issued by sssikstant

Chief of Staff, G-2, on 21 dovember 1946, the Imperisl Japanese Govern-

ment was directed to record the operatioms of the Japanesge forces more ‘
., axtensively., The (-2 Section thereatter assumed coordination of the an=~
ire program, including the é@stablishment of & smsll historigel resesrch
©  section within the aTIS (allied Iranslator snd Interpreter Sectiom.)
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Ml'ﬂu early fart o. irobmry, immediately after the withdraval

. . \ . P
Lrom WLWAL Island by our forees, the main ground strength of both 3ha

enesy and pur forces, except for a.part of those in the Nev Juinea Airex, ri- :
mained apart, and each was concéntmtiu on building up combat strengih and
on preparations for the re»: operatior

However, the eormy =%y um?ts ip%~734°4 2 more and more theiy bo‘lb,m
of our rear key poz ‘iok an? their sutting ~:f of our supply transporsabion,
The Central Solomors, Las, snd Ssiaseia ireas, in particular, were subjested.
daily to fierce bombing Ty unex airgraf” 8o *that 4t was diffigult to r-d.lt;
force our combat etreiifth. During this ;'ricd, the enemy sirengthened its
air fortifications around GUADALGANAL Islsnd and SUNA, steadily broveht is
ground troop relnforcements, and converted this area into an llprom!!‘to"
fortress. VWhile wiilting for its sircraft to render powerless (T8 our fm
stallations and forc:: on! “ts sx iarasiih polnt.. it shoved its rwun_i'l
to advance at an “1ime,

In v.tov of bur patafei baktde expiri nce in the GUADALCANAL Ieland'
opsration, ouwr fundamerital prlicy was to ting the desired nuxber of our
troops into strateglc key points Bs <-e the enemy offensive, in spite of
manifold difficulties and in ev i on cnewy offensive to prevent it
supply traneportation from being hampered; to throw in our entire i’“,
and air aﬁrongth at the first sign of an enemy laiding to engage it :

“clstye conbui. and to sequre completely the strategic ko:r posk
" the Gcntnl Wlﬂ(m LAB- m By it -vhlok ,gt"

._hcunda.ry on kho 7S »m.y&nn rot 1 e




§ravions for difsusive opbrations in the New Cuinea Area.
Ise-Bnlimava Areéi . S

!

At the clos# of IHWR, these.was me hope of recovering the initia~

. tive tn the Buna 494, and wrssodd vith the necessity of Qtragfheniu the |
.rm ltratagin poinu? IAR sA mm.. £hs=Qknbe Detachment advanced-to
LAE on T dan L3, and w 'oa. =¥ able to prepar: lsfensive pusitions im that
arex; Therefore, (I dectsiss was ztde %z, first of all, withdravw the nniﬁ
oz;era.tiug in the Bune-Manbare &¥es ¢~ ’he lae-Salamaua sred and consolidate
the fighting fromt. Tho Puna Petuchment (adout 6000), under the command of
fhn Tamgata Group, began to withdrav about 20 January. Although the with-
draval to the las-Salamaua 4rea was completed by the middle of Karch, the
loss in strength duiing the wiilivirawes was about one~half, On the one hand,
the Okabe Detachment ecgafel i the ¥sm patack from the middle of Jamuary
in ordsr to stremgi:an ihe m@um Fasition in the lae-Balamaus Area, &

Hovever, after about a monih'c rperaiiai, iU returned to 1te eriginal po-

sitions without having dt:tgﬁm tke odjostivo. During this pericd the com~ '

bat strength of that detaciment Caterlorated greatly and the wnis sombat
strength (BUTAI SEKT JKU) was lox:. 1In this way, s great defect appsared

in the militiry preparations for the strategic points, LAD and SATANAUA, oa

the Nev Guinea Fromt; and so -the rapld strengthening of military preparas

tions in that area in view of the enemy offensive and determined cohe
lsmuon- of an opora.tioné.l basse bﬁnno t-bn oxtgcnoiu of the mokent,

Accordingly, the § Area Army decided wpon the drastic sea iru-
portation of the main force of the 5% Division from RABAUL dlrestly te IAN -
and decided to carry thi: orh :amdisg $¢ .9 following plan (called Opey-
ation Xo 81).

L !rooyt to be trmporh‘.
S Amy 51 Diviston Pores sghelon « Am!ﬂ!hntﬁ’ 6
l;ul hna Uaht ﬂnt lcplumn kp;mhu_
2. u.tu-m :o e trmyoxtoa.__ S
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\3"@ Connmnidar, 3 Deltroyor Bquadron).,

Alr-escort. Aymp sad Nioy fighter planes. scheduled to pt y

c;ipato ~ Approximately 200 planes,.

8cgheduled course,

a. To depart from RABAUL at zeroc hour 1 Warchp convoy speed
goven knots; to take a course juat off the northera shores of NEW HRETAIN
Island,

]

b, %n divoabark inrsddatsly upon arrival at Ias-Harborage,

- 1300 Bours 3 Mareh,

c. o completo debartition Sefors dawn of the nexs day,
4 Mareh,

d. To depart fiom LAE, reverss the course and return to

Departing from RABAUL nscording to schedule on liiTh!;h. (TH . the
convoy) wae contacted by large 47pe enemy aircraft in the afquon. ]
there was no davage ' .us dsr.  Awpund GEGO hours the following day, (2X
the convoy) was bombed \} 1> largs type enemy planes, EKYOKUSEL Marw,
carrying the 51 Division Commender, was hit, set afire and sunk i;tm
about an hour. (The personnel and materiel wers transforred to Swo dess

troyers which vent ahéad and discsbaried at LAZ). In a renewsd bosbiag

attack by eight large type enemy ailrcraft on that afternoem, tumlﬂ,&

suffered & near miss, but its fighting =nd ornising pover vers nst imp
and 1t uonunn-d oh itl niulon. )

m convoy ucl *acort Ihlpl were aal:inc m
qtrauu and ‘bombed from dirm of 3 ﬂnrck

0155':u¢ Fag AN o ol abom g




‘!rnnmrutdon 147 ] opontion3 vas completely shattered,

In the aftverncon, a destroyer engaged in rescus operations mﬂi

a message stating tha% .i was Jagwg: .iacksd by about 20 enemy airorafi,

and no further word wzr lLeard from it. Ia the afternoon, the nuit;ﬁz feur

destroyers and the gne sestroyer whiekx o¢ue to the resous. from KAYIENG

searched Zor ard resewved surviworc. 26 search was ended at 00O hours of

4 March and the ships headed orth througr the DAMPIER se;-u. and sepave~
“ting, returned to FAVIENG :s; FABAUL,

LAR), A- s result of such a great blov as the loss of 2900 men, oight framss

ports and five destroyers, the ‘ae Comvoy Transportation (TH Operatiom)

collapsed. o

Hovever, to L.s7% the lae-3slamsus situation in its present stats
would mean.the aMeyloning of cae ving getrolling the DAMPIER Btun. S -
collapee of the sgyategic sﬁ.tu;ﬂon 13 the Southeast area, and ths. 7“ L
of an openuml reute for the mch&ud enony Philippines. h\mﬁ&




cbnhluot“ io n:t vtfh the aw.i b 2 o mzﬂsth. both 13 qmtﬂy and
qﬁnw. the use of trcoiyert % 7 e sadl?  aé 4o be M‘M
2 The 2AKcTL o P SEmaypd Lo Ren high' speed ships and mmill )
crafy being succesful . ﬁn RO Y ARSI ) wtu{u the 200 mthﬁ‘ .
u’!.io nnp of ensny baien. dhere: v “ali um nmm..rusenxw and RA-
BAUL-TULOFY high speed ships ami smaii orafs tmlputtiun was to be used,
From these places to Li¥, emall boass and mtt or land routes vers te he
utiliged.
3. A chain of supply bac.  nlons She north and icu.th shores of ny
BRIZAIN and along the B i Criisa <..50 was 35 be mantained alomg wibh Ahe

shippiag of military pu owssl and sateriai forvard by motor sallbuats asd
Ml W'o

¢

Y, . uu-nuy nesded i inclspensadle items were to be mu-
mu; to the las Area by high speed ships and small araft or sukmarsiin.
5. The min dody of the land foraes were to be sent lmh’
land after the comstrustion of the Vewsk-Nadung-lae Rond. )
In the above muiner, the strengibening of the comdat ¥rer
'hn las Aris vas phmud. but the sea tfulxwmuu mlh’th
mirlr -_mr-x ‘needed for daily amsh‘:.' Norssvsr, the cous
~of nu huu-ho m cu ut»pﬁmu as mugzl, h 4he "




ble to {be avy. Ou 12 dan 43 a

and depsrted frem ZUSAN. et .ridg *he nacherams of VEAK on the 1940,
Baia fores of the 20 Divisisf was troces-fully £iseabarked,

Following tuat a Gcswey forsdu tkm'unlﬁfp oomprising of 11
Naval traneports with €ws lizus eMadsors end 10 destroyers as emcort shipe, -
" sccommpdated the main force of the L1 Difiston at TSINOTZAOD on 12 l‘am.
Between 20 February and 28 February, {75 the convay) n.rrlm at VEVAK amd -
the main foroe of the 41 Division nmumbering 13,700 persons was safely dise
embaried, e

N

Following that, on 13 Basal #ox 009y tmmrtl, en 11 Ayrﬁ itx
arsy truwpart-, and of. 8 Yay thxue e¥my ‘ranspsris vers ssioried to the
/ Eansa irea, and the reme afng trogrs of Bath tha 20 Division and the K1 ﬁ—'.
‘vision, as well as a portion if the Zults direstly attached %o the 1§ Aray,
‘were dlsestarked, By this trausportation (TH Operaticn), the maix fores
of the 18 Army was suocassfully disdmbarked,

C. MGMOn Area,

n;u hmdnd. aray troops and 80 floats were diunmhd IX’G!

:to\n- dﬂtroycﬂ at FINSCHEAYEN on J0: Narch to nnmm $he .

Aroa-mi 'y sh‘ll‘ base for tramsporiatisn to uu Iag-Salawsus M-u.




Navy was put in chavge of th~ lofid de.: .se of the Cantral 8@]}3@0&[ Ialunds
This m olearly -~ exe naft:: d:::ss; M ¢ the HYavy, whioh lucked land ¢oi-
bat forcess to ti' s charge 7 tho land def.r.a 1n the Munda, Kolomban-
pra and Bakxwa Arsas whisk . e u7iubigle poh.n in tho sam Ilm.
However, the Army rufwé‘ 3¢ %o dl.satah isa forces on m grounds thad 1%
vas difficult to send suppliss. Thercfore, the Navy decided to bring in
most of the § Combined Special Haval Luté.ing Farae,(TH mmwu! %"%
— N
GABAL Island, to the Munda anrd Kplozbamgara Sectors.
of January, forces wers sent fu s-coivsively, and in the f£irst pars of
Pebruary the & Coubised Spevial Navel ic2:ding Force [floumanded by Read
_Admiral . (7!: 17 )] took over ths defsnse duties from the Hunda Fase
Yorce [oimanding officer, Gol. IWARJCHL ( & 1}'7'?{' ). ‘The sensing in of
ths 8§ Ogpmbined Special Naval kanding Force vas oonpht-d uy the hihr
_part of April.

~ Exohanged (TH of cominauon) vers onrried on, m afhr

unot.hnr. betwaen the Squtheast Ares Fleet and the 8 Aren Avny in W

to tha reluforcom of m a.m mn. 1mtunuy thn mmsl
(m cm; prumb,zr lmvw ﬁt zem) g




r e aurisdlction of the Navy in the Solomons ives, lmmediately
after the comninder, Msj fem EASAXE v 4 J}J‘). of the Southeass nutach;
ment arrived in NUNDA 1n ihe firad pe O ~ June, ‘he was to unifr md
.coM Ath; army a ‘he 7oAl AERE fovsec in land operations.

The lané forze in Yee Miida s’ Lilombangara Sectors in the nf;ﬁ

la.ugr part of June on,4l: doals Havy. approximately 5,000 men; Amy

‘about-5,500 men, Both vere co. uratively well egquipped.
B. lNekata aArea.

The geaplane base in the Rekata Ares was within the distance
. A 4 .
where it could be defended by Lim oxnll planes from the Munda Area, 5o

" the plan was to reduce the Beka - Jarriuon Force to the utmoat; but in

order to meutralize GUA.L". = #7 Island. »na or tvo airfields vere nedss«

gary on the SANTA ISABEL Island. Ther. : s, it -was decided to station. .

P 1

one combined special naval landing forece, including a punitive t'om and
. foree to search for airfield (TH sites), on SANTA ISABIL Island, The
1 Combined Special Naval Landing Force (communded by Rear Admiral XARw ‘
SURO (/%E’ ) wag the one dasigna,eed to be sent in a.rbl;nd tha uim 0‘

January. The sending in of this Combined Bpoclal navnl Iandln; lbrcv «ni

canphh& by the end of July, The entire forde was mbout 300 and 1

dorunded majnly the area around- Rmm. A part (TH of this force) &

Ce- soarehod the southern p:u-e of. SAFNTA- IE,&BEL for a placge tuua’hle h M :




£ the DISMARCR Ses o 3 Merch in the New Guinsa Aroa.
slozons Arda shipping sperattons + . MUNDA, EOTONBAROARA,
BEEASR, %5 sarried out under Serrifid ‘hre ‘rom eneny planes. Furt:
fore, the eﬁamy repéated ita eontismena alr & .oks on the Oenbtral SOLON
zmd‘th« Xt.u and Salavans Arvens, thuz %rizwiaring with our effort; bo

sﬁréngﬂhvn da:t‘més.

In this way oanditions becams such that the dsployment of troops amf -

the progress of fortiffeation construction in the froat linss were tye~
mandously delayed. The d1lsparity batween the eneuy's foiéo and ours be-
cams inoreasinzly grester. Im order o break dovn this disparity, 1% was
.extremely urgent thal we nentraline thw ensmy alr force at all costs and
carry out the (m transpart clon ol suppiies under (TN the proteation o1}
alr mﬁramcy a8 woll 28 .ake . a.olutc Action to cut off anm-rawéﬁk
meate and iza;,réde the bullding up of enwmy combat atrength,

At the same time the Coma.unndar-in-Chief of the Combined Fleot par~
sonally boék charge and carried out a gencral mobilization of pla¥ed d!‘
fdrce walte upnder his command, and made plans t§ sgoure alr supremacy i
the Southenst Ares and alzo to cut the enemy's supply route; therafors, .
the declcion was made to carry out the “I® Operatfon in tho early pard d
April, tho wunoary of which ie as followst

A Yorces ae@tts&.

1. 3 Rees, .
35 fighter planes.
45‘} (uml ‘oa-bm. ;




_ (¥, n. 1'2. Opoutum). ‘
' Q. !!h.n of tho afstrivution of forces.

Iand~Dased alr force - 3 Tlesk

32 fighter plasc. ' 9 (11Eh8) hombers
27 (1ight) bomders .
§ recomnaissansce planes

45 (1aght) voders

54 fighter planes

u' Thghtar planes
i »

36 land~based attack planes
36 land-based attask planes

N

Several (1igh) womie:

D, - Noving forvard of the tactical command headquarters.
The headquarters of both the 3 Flest and the Comdined Yieess vore ’
moved forvard to EABAUL and they directed their operations from that peiabe
Re Prc_mrnl. |
1. X Attack (air attack o shipping anchored at GUADALGANAL),
Results of reconnaissance carried out in the Guadaloamil
Ares up to 0300 hours on She Tth confirméd the fact Abat there vi;q four
‘erulsers, eight destroyers, and 1l transperts mm there. A ek ;
sttaek wae urrhd oud with 11’[ fighter planes ad 71 mrlor-wm
bonbers, mmm offered by tn or so aw m: and




- The plan to ubilize mé‘zmyeraran transparts to the Tul:

apd: Finschhafen Areas was put into effect dwring this attack. The Tuluvu.

Transport Operation was sucgessfully comploted on the 10thuand 13th.
3. ¥ Attack {sttack om tho Fizrs Horesby Bacs.)

A reconnalsgance mads ;- the Port Koresby Base up to OO0
hours on the 12th revealed that %sia wers 55 large planes and 80 _mu‘
plan'e_n at their ¥o 2 to ¥o 6 airflelds. Furthermore, _-mero‘ were one
large transport and ﬁo’-mediun trancports anchored thare.

Our large mass fevmation consisting of 43 medium attack
ylanes (TH qma) fmn. the Attack Unit, 76 fighter planes from thlﬁl«l

. Gover Unit, .a.‘ml 58 fighter planes from the Intercepter Unit, a total of
ITH planes, swooped.down om the alrfields and amchorages, No 2, ¥o §,
and Ho 6 Alrfields vere blanketed vith our bombs and great expleosions o
fires were started in 11 places. In addition, half of the 40 to % can~
vas ghelters at No 6 alrfield were destroyed. We shot down 8 enemy
planes and saik one transport, Pive df our planes went down in suicide
attacks in this great victory. |

. Y1 sttack (Attack on shipping in the Babi Area.)
The first and second reécmiasaneo carrisd eut ou the mo

-
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' 51 ésqo hmnon tvo ucuu attack planes eloortod lv nine ﬂghth}

| planes. - Waile procesding tonrd BUIN they were attacked by 30 dome odd
"%ﬁf'bﬁw planes over the \\vs.terl west of BUIN. The plane carrn.u Commander~
An~Ohief YAMAKOTO foll in the jungles north of BUIK and the Chief of Btaff's
plane fell into the sea. This disaster resulted in the death of the Co

."«r.xp-cm'-g. seyere injuries to the (hief of Staff, n,a many casvalties

" among the -mt.-mori. This loss of Adm, YAHANOTO, who was held {n vener- -
ation by all army and navy officers and men, dealt an alwost unbearable
‘blow to the morale of all the nmilitary forces. Vice Admiral Tomd (&jﬁ )
who .was second in command, took iupum command of the Combined Fleet.

Hosever, Adm. KOGA, Mineichi (’é”éy" %«), Commander of the Chinm Aves

Neet, vas appointed Commander-in-Chief of the Oombined Fleet. On the 25th
he tock over the comsand of the Combined TFleet.




ntmﬂ”h thé ALZUTIAN Islands on 12 May, landing on ATIV !lhml on ¥he
same day. As this eaeny offensive bore a dirsct threat to our honmw .
dperations in the Southeast Area were markedly ourtailed. The Commsndars

in~Chitef of the Uomdimed Fleot transferred about 20 percent of the foross
1a the course of being assigned or available for assignment in the Souih-
st ,&ot to the Northeast Area und he, himself, vas {ransferred to 20XKYO

Bay from TRUK Island on 22 Hay, in preparation for operations both 4a the

Sogghom Area and the Northera Area.
‘The enezy made a landing on HUSSEL Island on 21 May, hastily
" Gonstructed an advance alrfield and actively employed this field from the
early part of May, mainly to strengthen 1ts control of the air vith small
aireraft arocund MUNDA, KOLOMBANGARA and southern BOUGAISVIILE., It alse
mouod'bmt RYJSSII'. Island vas actively used as a base .for small-type
. ships and oraft. Om the other hand, 1n HEW GUINEA tho enany mintained
a group of ai.rhun in BUEA and VAU Areas and the OWEN STARLEY ml‘.
gained control of the air in the Ime, Salamaus and Finschhafen Aress wud
completely severed cur sypply lines to those areas. The following
fummary of enemy alr raids,

Central FOLOUCONS

700 planes




Strength

3=kt cruisers ' S
3-8 destroyers None in particular

2  oruisers 1,000 rounds of £ cm shislls Bestroyed by 2
5 destroyers searchlizhit damaged: casuslifes of 1 y

Unknown

2 eruisarsl
3 desiroyers

Tnknown

Unknown

Unknowa

2 destroyers Hone

1 cruiser Eone
1 destroyer Nines laid at the southern mouth of SHCRTLAND.




mmﬁ of ‘imu and WaY ma ri.hi had ‘bun uaom: ‘5.4 |

%5 17t No 9 on GUADALGANAL Iniand wers sspecisily weil kep$
_, 'of 500 alroraft were counted at thn.

3. . Our sitnauon.

" 1. Because of the ensmy atfack on ATYU Island onm 12 May, 1t
seemsd that attention ¥as concentrated on the Northern Ares Operations ton-
porarily and that the Southeastern Araa was left to the responsidility of
the forces in that area. However, fpurred by the concentration of o‘nojns'
troops and by theix; active oporation; in the Southeastern Area from abouk

‘the -{mu. of June, ; study to regain the initiative was conducted at the
Imperial Headquarters by, firet of all, an active offensive operation ia
th 'NEW GUINEA Area. This operation vas concerned with the sedsure of &

.. &roup of bas-aa on the OWEN STANLEY Range which was a direct obstasle to
the operations in ths NEW GUINEA Ares, particularly to the Sransportatien
operations, In addition, it was concerned with draving the enemy inko a
tropical jungle’'area to corner them by Jungle vqrfars at which we wore
adq;t‘:md to which they ver( not accustomed. JFrom the NMavy, one parachute
unit (YORO ITTOKU) (TN presumably YOKOSUEA 1 Special Naval landing Toros)
and a part of the base air force vas % co-operate with the army opersiien;

Thsostudy and preparations for this operation vere wm fdﬁ“ 4
ward in the field from the latter part of June., Hovever, bicauwse of tﬁi |
extrems difficulty of comstructing a road mesessary for assault and equsl

difﬂculty in the transportation of proﬂllonn to the towaml [1, 11 fh




N | - o
enapy counteroflensive at REHDOVA and NASSAY
B - . . . \ N .
withdEava Trom GUADALCANAL Island, our foress, which were shead
forolag their military strength by a diversicn of troops ia the Souy

.eastorn}' Area, had, more or less, ths following troop upxéot'tt'i*.oa at ¢

time when the enemy opened the. ucond‘ phase of its counteroffensive is

Southeastern Area on 30 June.




s+ -Dlepgsition of land forces. -

Aviy - Force

lml rom

Alrfield

Boutheast Dotmhmnﬁ Bead~ ~
quarters; 220 Regiment.

g Genbmd Special Baval
landing Fores Hesdguarters;
Xure § Special ¥aval = -
Landing Foros.

13 Regiment

Tokosuka T Special Naval
Ianding Force

1 {nfantry battalion

1 Combined Special Eawal
Landing Force Headquarters;
Kare 7 Special Haval
Landing Porce )

Y (afantry battalions;
1 Redium artillery -
batkalton.

1 Base Unit Headguarters;
Sasebo 6 Special Haval “
landing Foresd.

Some troops for anti-
aircraft defense conms:
struction.

1 ceavalyy regiment;
1 mpuntain arsillery
attery.

Detachment of Sasebo 6
Jpetial Eaval Landing
Yorce.

1 hfan‘h" battanol;
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ositfon of land forces. '

{conta) -

Army Toree

Nival Force

§ Anti-aircraft Headguarters
and its sitached units; 38
Division Headguarters

Southsast Ares Fleat Head-

‘quarters; £ Fleet Head-
. qaarters; 8 Base Unit Head-

gnarters Units attached %o
the Southeast Area Fleet

2 Wantﬂ battalionss also
fordes waiting in readiness to
move forward to & GUINEA.

Detechment of the 8 Guard
Unit,

1 Anfantry battalion

Detachment of the 81 guard
it

51 Divisicn ﬁudqnaners

7 Base Unit Readguarters;
82 guard uUnig,

2 infantry battalions?

Sasedo 5 Special Naval Landing
Yoreo

1 Shipping Group Headguarters

Detachment of Sasebo; 5 Special
Nawval.landing Force

18 Army Eeadquarters;
20 Pvision Headouarters

41 Division Hesdquarters

2 Special Base Unit Head-
qusrters




. Alx fotcu.

_l’orcee*‘b‘q.ilt arcund the 11 Air Fleet as their muclwuss

) 'Lppronntoly 300 planes {(deployed principally on the
xxsmcx Archipoh@ and in the Northera SOLONOES Area).
Alr forces directly attached to the 8 Arvea Army! Approx~
matély 180 planes, (deployed principally in the NEW GUINEA area).
C. Eaeay landings and our counter attacks.
From early morning of 30 June, strong enemy f.ufcu started to
land linulmneously at REEBOVA. NASSAU Bay, WICKHAM, WOODMRK.. and VIRU.
-V_q_i_wricd out naval and alr counterattacks in the Hew Georzis Aren, rein-
_!orcAo'd' arny troope, carried through supplies to meet dally connm\npnol.
-and continued otr fierce counterattacks oni- a long period. However, we
were onrvhelmd by the enexy's material anmd military strength, and
finally on lh August, had to mwah the vithirawal of our foraes from
the Wwnda Area to KOLOMBANGARA Island, On the following day, 15 MF‘-
'th;y eneny landed on VELLA LAVELLA lsland, and owr am in ths Nev Georsia
Arao. becane completely uohud from its own foraes to the rear.
As soon as the lhmu area operations bezame critical in the lldﬁ.‘
of Angast ‘Iipn-_hl Headquarters concluded that there was no vay to umgt .
ths {nitiative, and on 13 August issued Imperial Essdquarters Navy Staf? :‘;
Seation Direstive No 267 converting ths operaticas of the central Sole-
unu area into a dchylu acsion, nnd directing them to wlthdnv o tha
rnr nntosie ltu between uu htur paﬂ of Boptonbor ani the ﬂrl%

wt of Octobot. -0




poniblc bccauo of oneny. mtcrtoronn and also becawse of opcratlus in $Ba
dutul S0I0MONs, como’quontlx, tinge the brave struggle rentda m‘a ﬂu’ P

:

lhouldnl of those stationed there vtthou! the reinforcount of a aingle

e

noldur. their fall vas only a matter ot time. !_lwrefon. on 30 Angust |
Impcrm Haadquarters decided as per Imperial Readquarters Navy Sttt
‘Bectien Dirsctive Mo 271 to withdraw ﬁu forcer in the above area to th
Dampler Stralt ares.

On 4 September the enemy landed in POPOI® (TN PFresumably, ROPOI)
and on 5 September cneny raratroopers captured the region around the Mudiad
"Airfield so that our forces in the lae and Snlamawa Areas beeaxe moww.
on thres sides, As tha var situation grew worse, our troops in the ahove
areas began to withdraw on 12 September to ths Sip Area, ‘ba“i!u all tha
vay vith the mul, mounteins, cold and kunidity, On the 22ud, the ensmy

landed anev in FINSCHHAYIN and our strateglc position grew suddenly vorss.

The difficulty of our vithdrawal through the jJungles caz be olearly sesn y
the facs that our losses in nilitary strength rose to mroxhnd’ QW
ceat, A summary of ths courss of operatiens in &h. contml SOLONON nﬂ
the lae and Salamauva Areas will be given again ndor aifferent headings.
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Ag Mmmmsm : .
. Judglng from the inflltravisn of ensmy forces into the Gatukid

thngunnmm,ﬂuuuwmuamm

a5l adraratt in the soutiiern Sclomons Aves, and from the redio intelli-
mdmutmmum,xtmmmemwm-’
offansive was drawing near, Thentou, in the latter part of June; the
mamx:mnnnmmammmum.mwm
interception, Special attention was given to reconnaissance and te the

. security of the Central Solemons area, but after the 26th the enssy move-

ments slowed down somewhat. It was judged that recsnt enemy movemsnts '
pul bearing on a large scale reinforgement operation in t-ho Cuadalosnal
Area, and corinquentl&, the deployment for interception by the d.r units
was temporarily called off.

At midnight on the 29th submarine Ro-103 discovered over ssven ensxy

.silhousttes while patrolling south of GATUKAI Island, Following this,

KOLOMBANGARA Ialand was attacked by two destroyers, and before daen of
the 30th the airfield on SHORTLAND and BALLALE Islandswere also shellsd,
Koreover, the garrison force on HERDOVA Island reported to have sighted:
ailhousttes of enemy ships in RENDOVA Bay,

Thus, the situation becams more critical and finslly at 0530 hours
on the 30th a large enemy force started to land on the narthem ecoast.of
RENDOVA, Codnciding with this landing, the ensmy anded a part of its
tmoionvmmummdnntthemt&uum_w
at NASSAU Bay and on WOODLARK Island in the New Guinea Ares;, )

The next enamy counterofZsisive: was estimated in various ways and
3 serles of measures was taken (TW o neat the situstim). m,n'
wmtmmmtmq(mwm)mammmm
islands across (ﬂmm)atuau-uwmwmm
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main landing point but also most conveniently situated for the next attasks
thereafter they advanced toward the zain landing point,

The enemy, having profited from the experisnce of the night attacks
by our surface forces off GUADALCANAL Island, adopted tacties of repid
and hasty disembarkation during the day hours when they landsd on RENDOVA
Island, Ths convey returned promptly to the rear base during the day
hours and only surface forces for security measures were lefi during the
night. The speedy disembarikation of the ensmy was absclutely mbraculous,
The convay sailed after completing debarkation within two and a half hours
after arrival in port. Almost superhuman speed in the construction of
positions was displayed, as the enamy began firing heavy gims within 27
hours after the entry of the convoy into port.

B, Our counterattack measures for the times being,

1. In connection with the simultansous counteroffensives of the
eneary in the SOLOMONS and NEW GUINEA, our basic polisy on ccunterattack
opmummto’accmtmmoumsmwhoumtmmwm. For
the time being, it was decided to concentrate and use the greater part of
the decisive naval and air strength in the Solomons Area.

2, On the front facing the enemy counteroffenstie;, the Navy was
entrusted mAinly with the land and sca defenses in the Gantral Salomons
Area. In the New Guinea Area the Aruy was in charge of the land (TN de-
fense) and the Havy in charge of the sea (TN defenss), As a rule, the
Havy was responsible for the air oporauom in the Sqlomons Area,while
mowmmcmmmormmmmmwNumm
However, ut. t,ho zmammcmmemm, itmdecidodnttlﬂ
umwuummmmwumwmrm'anmw

. 3 Atmmwumm»&-mtwmwm£

fio A SV

n




ete_and’ them Qua';m) »ith thoss nh'.ip{ and smaller eraft readily &
_fai' aihum-t. and the remaining forces vere to :m“il: uth-r‘ in the
- Rabaul ares to gradually prepare for- eohtcnthm.
4,

It was dscided to send forvard imssdiately to the Southeasd

Area the air ltrquih which was sithsr waiting in readimess or preparing
for debauchment in the homeland area, and also to comsentrate in the Sou

sast area the submarinmes presently operating or being serviced in ihe &

Area. Furthermore, of the 2 Fleet, one oruiser and four destroyers wers

i
R
. . -
N

(T8 saent) as reinforcemsnts to the Scutheast Area.
- 5, Strength of the Southsast Area Flest availadle for the decield .
' engagement at the tims of enemy landings.
e e ) . a, A4lr strength
53 i.md-baud attack planes.

83 Fighter planes

e 13 Bombers (1ight)
20 Reconnaissance seaplanes
‘ b, BHaval strength
//'_"\.

1 Cruiser
b Destroysrsa
8 Subaarines
€. Our "Blitzkrieg" Astack
The enemy landings at VIRU and WICKEAM vere dealth with by our
forces there. Orders to withdraw to the Hunda Area were given al an oppor~

tune time and at the same time all the counterattacking forces were ConDNN

trated on the enemy that landed on REMDOVA,

1. Adr attacks

On the 3ozu plans were made to neuitralize ono-; dr p@nr lll

the Rendova Area and to nt ta.ck SHSMy cConvoys, -Qur unl aly¥ mu.

ploying.72 fighter planss, 26 mpdtim sttack plm-. and & curimwm

 boubers, carrled out a daylight .nuk on the Rendova Ares, Mu.md
'nm 1 uu nuugw ou uu nu it«ma. ‘Wnile
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¥4t afire and- 50 planes shot down, Our Losses included 17 mediun attack

 phanes and 13 fighter planes which failed to return. Dus to tenasious

| interforencs by enemy fightes planes, a decisive blow could not be struck
against the enemy landing convdy.

2 Ccmura.ﬂaex; W: surface units,

4 ©  The commander of the 3 DoatrqywASquadmn, acting under orders,

hastily assembled at SHORTLAND destroyers in the Rsbaul area, On the

night of 30 Junse he attempted to raid the snemy's landing point with the

entire force of avallable ésatrmrs. However, this force was not able to

e RS Y TR

; : assemble as desired. As it turned out, the raid was exocuted that night
‘ with five destroyers under the commander of the 1l Destroyerr Divialon.
The raiding force moved southward from the west of VELIA LAVELLA,
. At about Q130 hours 1 July, they arrived off the coast of RENDOVA, How-
ever, due to a squall, visibility beosme limited and they were unable to
> make contact with the enemy, Moreover, they were unable to reach the
9 enemy's debarikation point, and withdrew without seccamplishing anything.
3. Combat by ground forces. )
Thefe was a garrison unit of appraximately 140 men on REKDOVA,
However, after reporting that the enemy was attacking,all cammuniestion:
with the unit was cut off and £he gituation in that locality was unknown,

SERI RS

i

In this way the first day of the enemy landing passed without our

force belng able to cause sericus damage to the enemy. It ended by pere
mitting the enemy to establish s firm foothold for their landings. The

cnemy continued to pour ecavoys into the anchorage at RENDOVA on the
asecond day of the landing. They were able to successfully conplete th‘ir
landing on the second day while receiving enly ous counterattack from our
erall force of planes,
D. Raid on HENDGVA by the Army-Navy Combined Air Attack Force, and
the sscond anchorage raiding operation by the naval force. »
1, mm.mgotmzam.umvhmamuﬁmw
mamwmmuthzomvtmmwmma
,mmmmmmgpme mywp-;tm.tm
m.mmm«:mwmm m,-m-umd
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heavy artillery on RUBIAEA* Ialand.

‘transport operatioms: ind the moving forward of the higher headquarters,

’ priutp.n: ter Clutr lmmhﬂq.

_Amm muumwmwrmmﬁmnu s dha

losses reported inciuied the sinking ?f five traunsperts and many small
oraft, setting fire to ome point in the dump area, and the whooting dowa
of 23 emoxy planes. BHovever, 1l of our plane: falled to return or mads
foraoed landings.

The Army decided to discontinus air assault operations as a re-

sult of agunting casualtiss suffered in the two alr assaulss,

2. The Surface Force (YUBARI and nins destroyers), which received
support from ;capln.o scouting (TN units), split up into two forces and
raided the anchorage at RENDOVA at GOOO howrs on the 3rd. They shelled the
eneny's debarkation point for approximately 10 minutee and caunsed fires to
break out. On their returan trip they sngaged &n ememy motor torpede ho;t
unit and sank one of 1ts craft.

3. On the 2nd. the ensny begzan a bombardment of ths Nunda Sector
with heavy artillery whick it had l.nded at REEDOVA. On the 3rd it began
a nev lunding on REBIABA® (TN Preeumably ROVIANA) Island. It appeared that

1¢ had completed 1te landing on the hth. It began bembardment of KUNDA with

The alr supremacy of the enemy air forces was complete and the
bombing of our positions was intenciye. The results of our fesler counter-
attacks agiinet such a auperior ecnemy were questionable.

E. Army and Mavy operational agreemont; the opening of smergency

1. Operational agreement vetsveen the § Area Arey and the Sguth-
enst Area Fleet were established on the Uth. The essential points were as
follews: |

a, The main operation was te be dirsoted against the Central
SOLONONS; this area was to be secured.

b. The defenses in the New Gsorgis Area were to be immediae
tely strengthened.

o. The Nev Guinea Area was tobobubyludmtnh‘hﬁt

area.

d. The Arny. was to send immediately nppnxlﬁn!y 4,000 mun.
to the Oentral. somm as nhrmmn-. lantﬁfn-uh vere to u ek

N mtrmym&ﬂgnetﬂmoﬂtm ORYLA “




vas stajed in ths vicinity of EOLOKBANGABA at midnight of the sams day
¥ith four enemy crulsers and other ships. An eneny cruiser and des-
troyer vere sunk. Eowever, dus to imterference by the enemy néfnu
toréc. we vwere not able to attain our landing odjective, and returned to

SHORTLAND. ‘Imperial Headquarters called this the 4 June NMight Battle of
| s .

KULA Gulf.

The énemy, on the other hand, again stepped up its offensive
operations. On the ith 1% began landimge at RAISU* (TH Presumably RICR)
Bay., lo;t. on the 5th, it attempted to make a landing at BAIROKO; how-

ever, it was repulsed by our garrison forece in the Bairoke Area.

In.view of the enemy's operational development, the situation re-

“quired the immediate reinforcing of our forces in the Central SOLONONS,

3. On the 5th, ocur second troop transport operation to KOLOM-

BANGARA was carrled out under the following plani

. o
Support Unit
Commander: OCommander of 3 Destroyer Squadron
i
. 3 Strength: Three destroyers

Flret Transport Unit

i Commander: &Ship Commander of 30 Destroyer Divisiom

Strengtht Three destroyers.

decond Transport Unit

Commanders

Ship Comminder of 11 Destroyer Division

Strengtht Four destroyers.

In this transport operation alse, in the vaters mortheast of

KOLOMBANGARA, opposition was encountered from an onw cruiser and several

destroyers at midnight on the Sth, and the transport operation had to be

made under pressure, The 1 Transport unit, for the most part, SUCCIEN-

fully accomplished its landing.

However, the 2 Transpert unig -mau

action vith the eneny.

One destroyer ran aground om the eastern --ho,ﬂ ot

EOLOMBANGARA Island {The nJoritr of tho troops debarked and’ procuhd t&

cmu hu by land). ho at the diuronn abudonci phu- Lor. Imlm

!ho ramunm dutroyor m tlu only one ﬁneh ‘'was auc to uwr ihl
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anchorage and eusoessfully cbgpleﬁ debarkation. The ARAZVII, fiagship
‘of the ﬁlpport Unit, was sunk during tkis engagement with the enemy, and
ong destroyer was damaged., However, we sank one enemy cruiser; and an
'ononv'cntnr and three destroyers were aither set afire or ssverely da-
maged, We ;uecoeded in landing 850 troops. Isperial Headquarters called
this night battle, tho‘ 6 July Hight Battle of KULA Oulf,

4, The Commander of the Southsast Area Flest, on the 6 July
transﬁrred the Admiral's Flag from RABAUL to BUIY 4in order to alter the
grave situation and to x;aiae the mcorale of all the forces. Prior to this,
. on the 5th, the Commander of the § Fleet had advanced to SEQRTLAKD on

board the CHOKAI. Such being the case, the mawval units operating in the
Southeast area put forth their full efforts and advanced to the Euin and

Shortland Areas which MEcatcd their resolute determination to recapture

_____ . MUBDA,
® F. General enemy situation and our counter measurss of 7 July.

1. On k4 July, the enemy, occupying RUBIAWA® Island thru. days

after the landing on REEDOVA, landed to the east and to the west of the

Munda Airfield, and at Port EROGAI and Rice Bay located on the eastern

shore of KULA Gulf. 'The enemy further executed a pincers movement from

o

the north and the south on the Munda Sector, a strategic point om HEW

A T T

GEORGIA Island, and proceeded to cut off our sea transport route to this
sector. Furthermore, enemy aircraft attacks on our positions in the
Munda and Kolombangara areas ltecame intense. Consce uently, the fate of

the Munda § actor became a matter of time but the heaviest blow $0 our

e T s e

side was the blockade of KULA Guilf,

2. The plan of naval units in the area to alter the (TN wa-

favorable situation of the) operations in the Central Solomons Areas

a. NEW OEORGIA, a key outpeost for BOUGAINVILLE Island, to

be secured at all costs.

be -Reinforcement of a.pproxin.toly one diviaion of army

troops ‘to bo nquuted for the How Gao'rm Ares under the ﬂmmﬂuﬂoﬂ
plan; - The plan fcx tho dcplomnﬁ of troop- vas as tollovu
RIGB !-7 am Lppfoxinuix 2,000 m. '
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Sector East (Alkawa (A9 1)) Aves) of Wunda Alrfield -
. 3,000 men.

<

Rubiana® Area - 2.000\-05

To be used as an attack forcs - 4,000 men

¢. Military preparations for the New Guinea asrea wuld be
strengthened 1f the Eew Georgia Ares conld be defended.
3, The opinion of the 8 Area Army in regard to the foregoing
navy ja).an.
a. Army central authorities had 2o intenticn of .relatorctu
- the Hew Georgia Area. |
b. The § Area Army harbored doubts that BOUGAINVILLE Island
could be secured; furtha;'mwe. confidence to alter the wvar situatioa in
the Nevw Guinea Area was completely lacking.
c. The reinforcsment of approximately one division to
(@ strengthen the defsnse of BOUGAINVILLE Island was considered.
4, The above plan did not progrees ae deeired begause of the
. differences in opinions as stated in the foregoing between the Army and
Havy in the local area concerning the Central Solomon2 operations.
G.  Reinforcesziente to ths Southeast Area.
1. Alr Strength.
The following reinforcements to the area were made on 2
July,
A. Planes froz alrcraft carrier RYUED - 25 fighter planes
and 28 (T 1ight) bombers,
b. land-based air power. (21 Atr Flotilla) - 20 fighter
planes, 12 land-based attack planes, and 2 ncomtnmh_.

planes.

2, Submarine strength - approximately eight submarinss (Fossible
to concentrate the entire. strength by the latter pars of July.

3 « KNaval ltf.n‘th.

a.--30 J_uu ~ one crulser and three dsstroyers.

b, 7&1: - tme cruiser and three. destroyers.
- BM = T Oruleer Division ( 2 IMQOBI). -
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k. Gradual commitment of troope, as shown adbove, could not

" regain the initiative in the combat tituation in the central Solomons

area and since the replacements could barely offset the losses, the

diZference in strength of our forces and the enemy's remained as great
as ever, '

H, Emargency reinforéemsnt of land forces and the moving forward of
the 13 Regiment &o BAIROKO,

1. The Commander of the 8 Fleet, laying special importance en
regaining the initiative in the combat situatlion in the viocinity of RKULA
Gulf, assumed direct command of the flagship, CHDKAI, two cruisers amnd
four destroyers to transport land forces to reinforce the above viclnity.'
They departed from SHURTLAKD at 1700 hgure of the 9th and succeeded in
landing 1,200 troops on KOLOMEANGARA at midnight of the same day.

2. The 13 Infantry Regiment (Strength - 1,300 troops), which
vas defending KOLOMBALGARA, completed its movement to BAIROKO by small
eraft on the evenlng of the Sth, Folloving this, the 1,200 troops that
lanoed on KOLOMBANGARA oo the evening of the 9th alsc moved forward %o
BAIROKO on the 10th inu Jjoined with the 13 Infantry Regimeant on the 1llth.

3< The pmergency transpert of land troops on 12 July. On the
12th, one light cruiser and five destroyers under the command of the 2
Lestroyer Squadron Comm:ander, escorting four destroyers that were transe
porting 1,200 troops sortied from >HOBRTLAND. While maneuverinsg through
the sea north of KOLCMBANGAKRA, they engaged four enemy cruisers and Seve
eral destroyers in the eea northeast of KOLOMBAKGARA at midnight of the
sae day. Although one (TH enemy) ship was sunk and another set afire,
one of our ships, the JINFSD was sunk. Wnile the support unit was en-
gaged in battle the transpor$ unit departing from VELLA Oulf completed
disembarkation on KOLOMBANGARA and nﬁu-ud safely. The Imperial Head~
quarters designated this night battle as the Night Battle of 12 July off
the Coast of KOLOMBALNGARA,

I. Situation of land operations during the aiddle of July and the
co~operation of the alr uniis in the land fighting.
_ 1. x'afnu‘ui-u.pm‘oz July, the enemy, vho readied itseif
to launch a pinders attack on.the Nunda srea from the _ux-fth and_4he soush

- o ‘-
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gradually increased 1ts military strength and attacked BAIRGKO, hs maim
body advancing from the east of the Munda Airfleld and a part from Rise
Bay and EZnogal Areas. On our side, the main body of the § Coxbined

,sp/,;g,;ﬁ"hml Landing Force, together with a greater part ef the Souths
east Detachment, guarded the Munda Alrfield Sector, vhile the Kure §

Special Baval landing ‘I‘oroo defended the Rice Bay Area. Om 1.0 July the
Kure 6 Spoéial daval Landing Force Area was reinforced by a part of the
13 Begiment, which came from ECLONBANGARA Islamd, and the Nunda Sector

vas reinforced by the grbaber part of this regiment. Ia the latter seo-

- tor, (T¥ our force) engaged tho enemy in fierce combat inm the vicinity
of AIKAWA on several occasions and inflicted heavf loeses on them, Howe
ever, our losses, too, mounted, and gradually it because necessary to re~

duce our fromnt.

Cn 14 July, the army force guarding the Munda Sector, the

main body of the crack 229 Regiment, launched a counteroffénsgive and

routed the enemy to the AIKAWA Area. FHowever, on 17 July, the last daring l
organized fighting, vhere even counter-landings were made near ths mouth :

of the AIKAWA River, wae being carried out. In the Rice and Enogal Areas,

the ll-centimeters batteries of ENOGAI opposed the enemy landings effec-

tively, and our side was carrying on admiradly; but on 1l July these

batteries fell into enemy hands and our force in that area gradually with-

drew to BAIROKO., Thus, in the Munda and Bairoko areas, our forces were

overwhelmed by the auperiority of the enemy land units and by the overeall
might of their concerted sea and air action in support of ths land tlg‘huu. T
The final stage of organized resistence wae approaching. a

force of approximately 170 men came from the Virg  Area by the overland

route and joined the main body of cur force in the sector north of MUNKDA
on the 18(!:.

2. Togeother with the growiag gravity of the war ntuuonh‘in

S SN

the Solomons area, our air force ccncentrated its entire strength and en~

€aged in such missions as neutralixing enexy alr supremacy of the .‘g;-_..

‘over WUEDA, lawnchinZ night raids on the eney's rear bases %o coufise

them, attacking vupply fuwps at landing polnts, protecting our refsf




units, and cutting off the enemy's ‘roingotcmnn. In particular, our
attack on éneny fignter planes steadily obtained good results, lmtA tt H;l .
‘extrazely difficnlt to neutralize the edemy air force which m-'nottcm
suparior both in number and replacement strength. Conversely, it oame %o
a point vhere the enery conducted maes raids on the Buin Area, which vas
our central base for swall-iype planes, for the purposs of destroying ouwr
air strength and nullifying this base. Thelr raids on BUIN on the 17th amd
18th, with ap'pro;tmtely 160 and 150 planes respectively, clsarly indi-
cated their plan, However, our air force's countcmtiach over.t'ne base
were fierce, and 87 enemy planes vere shot down on the aforementioned two
days. Moreover, our alr force displayed such skill that lass than 10 of °
our planes falled to return, and the enemy's alm to destroy our btase vas
completely thwarted.

J. Operation to destroy the ercr. fleet in KULA Oulf,

1, For some time owr tramstjortation to KOLOMBANGARA lsland had
been impeded at freuuent intervals by the enemy naval units. Therefore,
c;perationa.l transportation dié not make headway accordimg to out desires.
Thus, setting the date for the 19th, first, the destruction of the enemy
naval strength in the Knla Gulf area and, togethsr with this action, the
transportation of equipment, ammwunition, and approximately 300 men to
KOLOMBANGARA leland by utilizing three destroyers, was to be attempted
by Jjoint action of the entire Southeast Area surface strength.

2. In this operation, a part of the aurface force (1 Garrier
Divielon, B Squadron, 10 Squadrem, MOGAKI, BYODO, NISSHIN, and 1 deew
troyer), which had been alerted for the northaast operation, was to ‘
start out from the INLARD 5ea on 10 July and advance to TRUX, Thue, it
became possible for our surfzee force in the Gentral and South PACIFIC
to operate more flexibly, and, even in the Southeast Area, to conduct .
aggreseive operations, A

35

Participating strength,

.. Bight actlion foree:

g' | 7 Squadron (2 crutsers), CEAEAL 3 p'us_n;qé
&7 |Squatron (1-11gnt. oragser, 6 awstriyere)
H .. . ’ o ' ‘ ‘:_'. - "2”.




e3eanmsd south through the VELLA Gulf.

. the KUMANO was hit by a torpedo, its rudder damaged, and its speed re-

. Zranuport unitt 3 destroyers

—

[ 4] o

o . . - .
é ¢ Air force: approximately 10 reconnsissance
' § ¢ seaplanes,
AN

-

4. Progress. The night action force and the transport wnis
sallied térth from BEABAUL snd SHORTIANKD respectively and Jjoinad forces at
1730 fxourl on the 19th in the BOUGALNVILLE Strailt. At.lidnigh? of the
saxe day, the night action force and the trantport unit separated in the
vaters northwest of VELLA LAVELLA Island. The night action force sortied

into the northern waters off KOLOMEANGARA Island while the transport ut\t

At a 1ittle past twelve midmight, the night sction force ean-
¢aged in combat with an enemy torpedo bLomber unit (over 5 planes) on the

seas north of VELIA Gulf, The destroyer YUGUEE wae hit and sunk, and

duced to 2l knote. At 0115 hours they were again bombed by snemy planes
but did not suffer any damage. Then, too, the destroyer KITONANI, vhich
was dispatched to rescue the IFJGURE. was not heard from after 0230 howurs.

In this manner, the night actlon unit sustained a surprise
attack by enemy aircraft before contacting the enemy surface unit, and,
after losing two destroyers, left the scene of ths battle and returned
to RABAUL on the 20th, The transport unit succeeded in disemdbarking em
KOLOKMHANGARA Island, covered by the night action force, but on its re~
turn trip it fought vith enemy planes, Although two ships mttorod'
slight damage, they were able to return to RABADL,

Instead of achieving our aim of destroying enemy naval
strength in this operation, it resulted in losses to our side by tl.u(.ur-
prise attack of enemy planes and in the reduction of our naval pover,

K. 8ituation im land operationa during the htur pars of ﬁl" all ) V

‘$he tsctical comnd pol.!.or for land varfare thereatter,
N S1tvatlon of “land operattens 1a Ahe Manda Areas.

' au -tn Lorce ut~tlu 228 onhnm. vihich !um& m mm :
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suffsred steadily mounting casvalties. By nightfall of the 19th, comsumi-

cation (PE with the above regiment) had been complatsly severed., There-

faore, positione were moved to the rear, and the battlefroni was shortened
to the lins conmecting the Munda Ailrfield =nd BalRQEO, EHowever, the
eneny thrust a wedge midway between BAIROKO and the Muonda Alrfield and
added a threat to our north and south communic:tions., Thus, within a

<

perlod of $en daye, the Munda Airfleld had to te abandened, ¥hich became
the important turning peint of the Central 3olemons campaign. ‘

2. 3dubseguent tactical command policy for the Central 3olomons
Area,

a. In view of the battle situation in the Munda and the
Kolombangara Areas, it was seen taat 1t would be extremely difficult to
sacure the above placee, so the policy was revised to hold out as long as
possible,

b, Attempt should be made to sustain the iunda and the Kolem-
bangara areas, to maintain a zupply line, to evacuate non-combatants and
the esick and wounded; ind every effort should bte made to 2upplement the
lostes in the ranks of the combatiuts and to maintain combat strength.

c. If 1¢ shc:.\uld beaosme difficult to hold out, the battleline
should be muually reduced and witbhdrawn while laflicting losses on the
enemy, and a4 flnal stand shoula Ye made withion the effectively protected
sphere of BOUGAIRVILLE Island based small plynes,

d. BOUGAINVILLE Island echould be ctrsagthened, especially 4n
the eouth around the Shortland Bay (TN Jic) Sector and the Bulka Sector )
and military preparations should be apecdbd ﬁp to segure the above areas;:
arprorimately one division of army troops, a navy anti-aircraft defense
unit, coast artillery personnsl : should be sent as reiaforcements,

. The strength of the base air force should de 1noroiqo&

and all losses swiftly replenished mainly to out off any enemy reinforce--

ments (concentrate on attacking enesy transpory ships) and -troggly-ﬁuli ;
a oaspaligh to reduce enemy wtretigth, causiag a breakdown ia the fighting’
spirit of ‘h..til_&;.L>l- ' ' -
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{2) Foroes .mder the command of the § Flest.
o Whph«\Mlam seaplanes.
32 Thrse-placs reconnalssance seaplanss.

_ The avallable foroe was about ome-half of the
~, ) .
above quoted figures.

f. The Uombined Fleet attached izportance to the operations
in tho Sousheast irea and proceeded on U Aungust from the western part of

the INLARD Sea tovard THUR to wmssiet in the Southeast Area ‘Operations.

T A —

L. Transport operations to cend the SouthiSea U Garrison Unit to
- BOUGAINVILLE AED BUKA,
1. This trannport‘progran was an absolutely essential operation
__‘_ ) to direct the Central Solomons Area campalgn smoothly. It was a part of
- the speclal transport operation of the taak forcs of the 3 Flest, vhich
left JAPAH around the middle of Juns for the purposs of strengthening the
. defenses of the Bougainville Island Area gquickly zimce the Battle luuttﬂt\
in the central SOLCMOES had become grave, and, morsover, there was uneasi~
‘. ness that BOUGAINVILLE Island would be quickly overrua,
2. The Bouth Sea 4 Garrison Unit had been in readiness at TRUX
to strengthen the defense of the inner South Seas, but the Ixperial Head-
quarters Navy 3taff Section Directive No 259 of 17 July transferred 14 oul
of the jurisdiction of the commander of the % Fleet to the jJurisdictiom of
the 8§ irea Aramy Coumander. The special featurs of this unit was that 1%
was heavily equipped,
3e

The transpors plan.

a. Participating strength:

Buin Traamsport Units j
E1SSHIX Conmmidey ~
3 destroysrs
Boka Transpers Unit:

2 destroyers




Cargo.

b3 EISSHIR 618 Army personnsl U9 navy perscmnel
" Ares

22 medium tanks

‘ : : : 15 automobiles 2nd tractors

16 field amd anti-tank guns

200 cans of fuel for tanks
' ® 200 tons ammunition and provisions =N
3 destroyers. approximtely 600 army personnel . .
' . 2 tons ordpmance, ammunition, and provisions ' o
3 ' — N e ]
' XA 2 destroyers approxisately 420 army persomnel

aprroximately 60 tons ordnance, ammanition,

and provisilons

o 5 L A o o )
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‘e. Decision oz the tise tor'doqkhg
$nce the NISSHIN wait, scheduled to dock in SEGRFLAND
m'.nmro sors than 10 hours $o dissadark dus to 1ts load of heavy
arms, i vas decided to oo—o’rdmu sovemants 80 that disembarkation might
be earried ous throughous the night, The plan was laid to advanee during
the day undar the cover of esocort fighter planes in areas doaminated By
enemy planss and (to dook at SHORTLAND at dusk,
4, Susmary of ths progress.

a. Buin Transport (TH Operatiom).

(IE The Buia Transport unit) sallied out from RABAVL oa °
21 July at 2015 hours. On ths 22nd at 1350 hours 1t was attacked by 12
enemy B-i7s, 20 bombers, 20 fighter planes, and 13 carrier bombers. In
spite of escort by 16 fighter planss, the NISSKIN sustained bomd hits
(six afrect hits), and raging fires braks out. It fimally sank at 1403
hours (at & polut 6926' § 156° 45! ). WVhile tkree destroyers vere en-
Saged in ths rescus of personnsl from the NISSHIE, the second wave of 17
eneny B-17's came over at 1615 hours and dropped bemba; hovever, there was
Bo davage, Rescus work was discontimned at 163 hours for the time being.
(TH %he destroyers) Reachad BUIK at 1815 hours and completed the landing
operation at 2000 hours. They sallied out from BUIN and at 2200 hours,
reachsd the point where NISSHIN sank, While they wers engaged in rescws
work, the third wave of ensmy planes came over at 2255 hours; therefers,
they left three cutters at the sosne and headsd for RABAVL,

Except for the 159 mea, vho vere saved, lllll!lvun_
complete loss ia this transpert (X ocperaticn). Howvever, the thres des-
troyers succesded in fulfilling the odjectives of Shis Sranspord eperations,
though the South Seas ¥ Garrisen Uait lost a majority of its heavy o«t;-
ment and vas redwoed to a fores having ao ntltullu festures, '

.b. KA franspert (1% eperasiem).

© #vedentroyers ip charge of the BUKA ¥ramspert (W
o;mm.u) mxuucmmuth msmmoumwum
and completed divemherbation - 39l - mu-c\cceﬁom ;

v
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. K Vital mrmm to the Central sem
15K off of oxr suply Line Ny the ‘emeny ind the
,thn-o: the Eakesia ituation 1a the New Georgia Arss, the re-
phanhnt of swpplies to that avea W vory diffiexie. Kowever, e
sitmatien lnnt ntﬁ\hol a poing vbg'o/./_yhmc immsdinte Sranspertatien of
a ninisym swpply of 1200 toms of amwunitions and provisions per month S0
the 15,000 denm, they would fiad 1% éifficult to hold cus azy lomgsr.
Thsrefore, \he anlut’ A¥ea Flset Neadquarters made plans ‘to transpert
a total amomat of 930 tems of Mppliss by usilisiag thres dastroyers for
Shres trips, one submarine for l}.x trips, and fishing boats and by takisg
advantage of the moomless night peried vaieh starts éuring the latter part
d» duly. However, .bcfo'u the transportation by fishing beats and subsarine |
wad carried ous, the enemy landed oz YELLA IAVELLA 1sland on 15 Asugust,
1. Three destroyers carried out the transpert cperation to
KOIOMAANGARA Island oz he aight of the zird. The emexy sads its first
"attempt to iaterfers with the above transportation (¥ opeyation) Wy
motor torpedo toats in the EOCILGKRANGARA Area. Hovever, the Sranspert wall -
repulsed them and sucgeedsd in disembarkabion. 4
| &th;smughttmmqmmtuawuo-'
troyers appeared in the KULA Gulf Area and bombardsd KOLONBAEGARA and
EAIRCKD Islands, bat the transport wnit 41d not emcoumter the smeny.
2, On the night of 1 Augest, the tramsport unit (three destreyers)
sarried cut a Sranspers -meun $o the FOLOMBANGARA lsland (ippreximasely .
900 mem and abous Li0 tens of geods), escsrted Wy eaé destrayer, maialy for
proteciion agalast oneny mesler terpsdo deats, md sussesded ia disen-
Yarkation, Oa the wy, is vas boubed ea two cosasions Wy ememy planes,
et no damage resulted, Korsever, it emgaged in comdat with five seter
terpeds Beats 1n the VALLA Gulf and sask tkres of Shwh, .
3. On the night of § August, vhtle the trasipers wait, somposed
of three mtmmmcpaﬁnlml of we an. s mm
tis single uu-..sm [T eeT————— TELIA Sulf Mm '
petin-of »-mﬁm m -mmc) e m ﬁhﬂ. s
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and bombing in the Nunda Seotsr became moFe aid moTe\ iRtenss, and the

' Doo e lokag |

surprise torpedo attack from an enexy dutroyer anit which had pmtouly
' mtvod uw. had lalin in waits to the east inp the les of KOLD‘ELHGLRL

Island, The three destroyers of the transport wit immediately broke inte

flames and sank, one after amother. Only the deatroyer on patrol survived

and counterattacksd. Im this night actian, the enemy had completely

surrounded us vith two cruleers, more than four desiroyers, one plane, and

<

four motor torpedo boats and launched a surprise attack by means of skill.

ful tactics. Because of thie attack, the transport operation to EKOION-

BANGARA Island va acomplete failurs and resulted, at a single stroke, in a

lose of three destroyere, which were sunk, 820 arsy personnel and approxi-

. mately 700 crew membars, Jwrvivors numoered about 190 naval psrsennel and

120 army nersonnel.

This transzport operetion turned out @ be the last reinforce-
ment and suprly operation to the Central Solomone Area.

kL, Durlhé the time the vital trancport operation to KOLOMBARGABA

Island was i{n progress, transport operatione to REKATA were carried cud

only once. That is to say, three destroyers reached REXATA on the 27th ad

Q100 hours and sugoesded in transporting 100 men of the 7 Combined Special

Haval Laind Jorce, vho remained 1o RABAUL, and approximately 100 tons of

ammunition and rrovisions. On their retura trip, they took aboard one im-

fantry battalion (approximately 820 men), which was scheduled to bde trams-

ferred from the Bekoda Area to the Munda Area. They reached SHORTIAND oa

the night of the same day. During this operation, they vere attaciked W

enemy planes several times, btut thers vas no damage.

M, lend operstion situotion in the Mtl;ll Solomens Area during the
early and She middle part of August.
Our forces in the Munda Sector were comiiming Sheir fierce.
fighting on 30 July vwith ihe reinforcement of two battalions of the 2%0 '
Regiment, newly arrived from KOIONBANGARA lsland, lo\'nnr. the lossen of

the 299 hglnon steadily" wnd and- there was no hope of regainiag the
initiative 3! the Mth tttmﬂou.

In addition, the snemy's mn'!_u




" from more tham 50 pleces of artillery and i} ths bombing attiacks of seversl

Dos Bo ok |
Jungle (TE Pruua.nx. Jnn_;lb_hiuoﬁo)'m cloa.lbdv‘out by the shelling

leem of planes day after day. Against this overvhalming strangth of the
ensay's systematic attack, vith the air and the land fores vorking as
unit, the magaificent fighting by our land troops vas of no avail, Our
land troops finally abandoned the Munda Airfisld on 4 August and were forced
to reduce their front to the sector north of the airfield,

While proceeding by surface oraft to the ald of WUNDA from KOLOM-
BAGARA Island, the 230 Regiment vas attacked by enemy motor torpedo boats
on the sea and (TN was forced to) land on BAARGA Island. Meanvhile, the
remnants of the 229 Regiment, which had been the mnin force 4in the Munda
Sector, also retreated to BAANGA Island on the bth, On the 8th, the enemy
took poscession of the Munda Airfield Sector and immediately began putiing
the airfield into shape. Thus, the New Georgla Area front became un-
tenable and the doutheast Detachmeut and the § Combined Special lunl
landing Force Beadquarters withdrew to KOLOMBANGARA Island on the Stk for
the time bYeing to proﬁro for the next counterattack..

On the lith, seven enemy planse wers seen landing on \ha Munda
Alrfield. On tho/m.mo' day, the enemy carried ocus a nev landing operatioa
on BAANGA Island and attempted to ocut off cur retrsat. Our troops om shis
island carried out night ranide on the enemy and engagad in flerce fighting
in which half of the enemy force was killed hut werm unadls to turn them
back.

Tollowing the enemy's landing on BAANGA Island, the troaps i the
Northern Munda Area rapidly began to withdraw 4o KOLOMBANGARA Island,
Folloving this on 21 August, the trooper on BAANGA Iasland also began re-
treating $o KOLOMBANGARA Island by way of ARUNINL Island,

The deployment of our forces in the latter part of Augass vas as
follows! . _

A part of tis main force (including the Sowtheast Delachment and
the & co-bim Sp-oul.laml«kuiu Yorce Neadquarters) vas on TOLOMBAN- . X
GARA Island, m.pus of 1% was onm:mnuum 6120 Islamd,’ (i'l.:
mu xenm znmua to xommnm Inlana 8\-\/ a2 ic;;nur.) L
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Ce thu_rq command policles im At-ha Central Solowons Arsa oparations,
“* ¥ith the fall of the Mupda Afrfield into eiemy hands, in the fires
part of sugnst, not only did the war ditu;tlnn in the Central SOIONONES $ake
a 'shafp tnrn for the worse, dut NUGHWILLi Island, vhich lies within the
idezl ranze to;' atteck by sdall type planee from that (TN Funda) airfield,
was nov aleo grsvgly men;ced. Moreover, the war 2ituation in the Hev
Cvines Area wus elsg unfavorable to ovr side, The supplyieg of the lae=
&lmmgecto? was dlﬁconti@d. i the end to the holding of tl.xh sector
vag aprroaching, Hoth the Bougainville and Dampler Stralt Areas, which
were important outppstd of RABAUL, the ojerational base, vere faced with
a Eriwye crisis.

' YM. this Juncture, there was a grave 4differencs of opinion between
the Army and Eavy on vhethér BOUGAINVILLE Island or the DAMPIER Strait was
more important, The Army stressed the New Ouines-Fhilip—ine Island line
ae the line of future encmy uperations, while the Havy etressed the Byu-
gainville-Inner South dens~Jdaren Proper line. Hovever, »hen the matter
vis coneidered wvtrateglcally, it wae realized that the Marianes-Careline
Front and NE¥ QUTNVA Island vere in poritiont of mutual anesistance, both
offenrively and defensively. 30, in the eveni of enemy attacks, unless
operations were injtiated simuvltaneously on both the above fronts, the
oeneratinonn) objectives would probably not be attained. JFrom that view.
point, the Army's and Havy's contentions gradually returned to orthodox
(TF etrategy) and an mgreement vas reached to carry out the simultansous
defense of both fronts., It was decided to speedily carry oul cencrete
plans for thic purpose. Therefore —

1. The 3cutheast Area Fleet Readquarters transferred the ad~
2Mral's flag from EUIN to RABAUL on 3 August for a cenference with the
Arny onidevising cowmterssacnres: 80 as not 0 overemphasize the Mi&l
command of the Solomons Area.

2. The Coabined Fleet Headquarters atsached importance to the
opeuuou 1z the Sobtheast .aren.and sdvanced to THUK ou (4 mt.

3. !ho Ilperul hﬂmﬂ!ﬂ lot torth the mnl muu Of
the Central sdoum Aves t;cucu coimand en 1} Angus$ h !-pcrm m




quarters Navy Staff Section D_irec@in Ko 267. Its essential points were
_as follovst '
‘ a. To pl&n to hold the !trategie Bectors in“the 1u U
ICGntrul SOLOHOBES & long ;s possible,
b, To s?rungthen the defensee of ths rear strategic line Ly <
the latter parf of Serptember. .
¢t To endeavor te withdraw the iorces in the Central Solo-
mont Area to th. rear strateglc points at an ocportuns ctma! s9metino
during ths latter part QI September ang the sarly part of Cetober.

P, Epemy lsndinge on VFLLi: LAVELIA and cur couatserattack, -

1. In the e2rly r=rt of August radio intellirence reported nceivo

. enemy movewents. At the cave tlms, Lhe conceztration of numerous enemy
naval vessels towarc th; Tuadalera "l Areax was déscoversd. Thus, it was
estimated that the next =hize of the anagy ~ffan.ive wa3 near, and around
mnid-August while pregautions were bBeln,; ezerclised, casmy moveaonis, e~

’ peclally those ailmed at the Solomons Area, hacame 1g&rsssively active,

2. Tharefora, the Sonthessb ire: Tle~t He.duarters on the lh4h
ordered strict sarveillance »f *he nert nhate of th- eca-my uffeutive 4n
the Solomons Area. |

On the 15th at 0300 hours a large ansmy force wae sighted itaking

a westward course at . polmt 10 nmaulieal miles soutn cf GAIUKALl Island,

Immedintely a sroutling attack wase carrled ovt uvsing slx bozberz and Lg

fighters, A total of D0 enemy transporte anc deetroyer: ip the process

of disemwbarking naar PILOA 1m the southerm p.rt of VELLA LAVELLA Island

was slghted, as well as the movementt of four cruisers ind ceven destroyers

in the vicinity of 8120 Straft, The first phasa of Las atlsck was exe-

cuted by cur repulsing of 50 enemy 2ireraft,

the attack was carriaec out

Following that, the second phase of

at 1000 -hours by 11 bombers and 48 fighters, At 1530 hours, the third

phase of the attack wae carried ont by elght bozders and 45 fighters, In

eq;tinnation o!\ihn abovo‘sftaekl. sucgcessive attacks cere made by msdiu!
!he day's landlig on -
m.u unx.u. on the lsth, resulted 1n the following mua.zun Lor tﬁ! t o

attacks pla:a units aud l'lplsne lcauttu; units.
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Sunkt four large typs tramsports,
ons gruiser, )
ons dsstroyer
Sbot down: (29 planes.
Beavily damaged and set afiret four large type transports,
; thres places cn land set afire,
In additica to thﬁ above, 3sar misses were scored o one Srans-
-+ port, three cruisers and two dsatrayesrs, Our losses amounted lon 17 planes
. vhich made sulolids crashes or failed to return (™ for other reasons.)
3. Particulars concerning the non-execution of the groumd
. _ counteratticked.
i  ¥hen the enesy first Landed at BILOA, a proposal vas made b g
the conference between the 8 Flest and the 17 Army that a counterlanding
with one battalica be effected, but the opinion of the 8 Area Ayay was

_thet a counterattack with the above number of men against the exnemy Sroops

that landed, which were estimeted to be approximately one brigade, vas
1ike pouring water on a hot stone (TE Comnotes the idea of uselessness or
fusility); and that, if the land fighting was to be conduoted in sarness,
1t was necessary to send in ap,roximately tvo brigades. However, with the
existing transportation and supplying capacity, realization was almost im~
possible. Moreover, in view of the central (TN Presumkbly, Eigh Command
in TOKYO) authorities'! plan, wheredy our forces in ths Solomons Arss vere
to retreat stsp by step vhile reducing the sneny strengsh and to defend
RABAUL to the last, {% was thought that the proper thing was %o unu.l the

counterlanding and $o0 send approxtnhly tvo infantry companies plus several

5.

1and combas wits o She vioimity of EORAXIU (in the morthaast part ¢l the

iz

e
SAFIET

YELLA LAVELIA Island) %0 acquire a trmperuun staging base tor lho

NSy

]

© /EDIQVEANGARA Islasd, Thue, as a result of the mtomu ‘betwgen the

Arsy and Navy Highsr Headguarters in the arse, the comaterianding was oam--

celled, -

-




“ 3+ Plan,

" Execution date - 17 August.
landing peint ~ HORANIU
rar;u employed.

Landing fores -
’ _2 companies, army
‘1 plateca, navy
Tranapors wait - .
3 ahl'phom notor torpedo boats
- 13 large landing dbargss
Direct soreening unit
L shipborae moter torpedo boat
! arn;d largs landing barges
Z special subchasers
® B 1 armored boat
I'ight action toro?
Cotimander - Gommander of the 3 Destroyer Squadroa
. ‘ 3trength - I destrayers
' " Po' support the entire operation
Alr force - 938 Alr Growp.
b. Progress of the opsration -

The transport unit sallied forih from ERVENTA on the
morning of the 17th. While other units wers mansuvering to screen and
support the transport unit, ocur night sction force discovered severl
saemy cruisers and destroyers in the waters north of VRLIA LAVELIA Island
on the night of the 1Tth, and om them in comdati we sank ons ship,
acored hits om two dolﬁronit.' and mu&« from the soens of the batile
for the time i-u;. .

The transpert unit, which vas wader the protectisn of the
lmuh(tau. reached the mwmmuuamumm
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_“hnumlumuunmthogmmm suffered no danage.

CNY

. On the same day the soreeaiag umit vas attacked bty fowr

On the 25th, having completed the establishment of the Eorsaiw Base, ¥ha

' \ransport unis se cut for BUIN; and, under attecks Wy enemy planes, it

returned $o BUIN on eheloull‘ of the 28th,

This operation md in transporting 290 army and 100
tavy personsel. MNoreover, ome emsmy cruiser (or a large-type destroyer)
vas sunk and tvo destroyers were hit., Our losses were: two destroyers
alightly damaged; tvo t'poc!.al subochasers, %wo shipborane motor torpedo
boats, and one large landing b;rp sank, X

Q. S8ituation of the land operations in the Central SOLONONS during

. the latter part of August and the first part of Saptembder,

Az the result of the enesy landing on VELLA LAVELIA in mid-
Augnst, our troops were strategically split up iz the Central SOLONONS
and became completely isolated. Relay supply, too, which had Veen mamaged

" vith a few remaining smll crafts, became completely severed on the 19th

due to snemy torpedo boate and planes,

Our force, a large part of which had dsen concentrated on KO LON~
BANGARA Island, attached importance to the defense of their outpost,
ARUNDEL Island, and dispatched $0 ARUNDEL lsland the 13 Infantry Regimsat
which vas bclnj svacuated to KDLOMBANGARA Island, With rapeated counter-
attacks on the enmemy which had landed there in late August, ve inflicted
comsiderakle loss,

In early September, the enexy opaned fire on KOLOMBANGARA Island
from their heavy artillery positiens on BAIRCKO and MAYUI® (TN Presumably
MABAFFY) Island and also conducted successive air raids on KOLONBANGARA
leland, -

Under shis increasiagly heary pressurs, if ve had mot abandoned
our culoaiip, ARGHDEL Islaad and 0120 Islasd, ve vould heve had even eur
avenus of retreal §uts off. (Consequently ea zi Septonder .n withdrev ii-
plo!ci: froa bﬂfl}{?mﬂd AHINDEL !ql'ull_i« Ia view of wuch & urtl‘ﬂh ‘
the troeps ia the Kelemdangars Island and Bataim® (7X ‘Sgrer for REKATA)
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aress vers gradwally vithirawa to BOUGAINVILLY Esland.
2. Withirawal aperations fron KOLGMRANOARA.

The Vraasfer of forces from EEEATA (nriu the latter part of
hcui iaitiated vithiraval operations in the Central SOLOMONS. After
careful consideration of ;ha situabion in lamd operations in the ares (10
IDLOIBAIGLEL). the movements of the enemy, and the sireagiheaning of de-
fenses in BOUGATNVILLE Island, the evacuation of troops from the Kolem-
bangara Island Area Va; carried out as scheduled in late September
according to tﬁn following plans.

1. Sumsary of the plan.

a. To concentrate approximately 12,000 army and navy ‘ronni
troops statloned in KOLOMBAHGARA Island at the northera t¢ip of the islamd
and accomnodate them in ;yproxiuatoly 100 small craftcto be sent ahead
from the Buin area.

b, To avacuate these troops following the route aleang the
“southers coast of CHOISEUL Ieland (SUKBI Point to SAKBI Point) te the Puia
area, and, at the same time, tn accommodste the sick and wounded in des-
troyers and evacuate them to the Rabawl area.

c. ' e entire maval fores and a part of the air force to

asslet in this transyort ovneration.




2. Partlcip:ting forces.

e e __'ﬂ o Commander .Stmgth

Amphivicus Torce Commander of the 2 Shipphg &roup Bavy TANNGASHINA Force

(Aray) (S Torpedo doats
9 Noter torpede doats
38 Iarge landing barges

Uast deployed on GROISEUL Island (™% CEOIY g
HAIBITAI)

17 Aray Naval Action Uit (TH KAISENTAX)

(Abomt 70 Army small surface oraft)
| KOIOMBANGARA - Southsast Detachment ' £ Gosbimed Bpeeial Naval lending Feres,  °

Island Garrison Rorce 'Commander (army) Southeast Datachment. Total sboud 12,000 mem,

Ausawls Foroe . . Commandaer of the snmx and 13 destroyers.
3 Destroyer Squmadron

\u.-r Yoroe - 938 Alr Group Commandey Attached Alr Unit (Approximately 20 odd

recomnaissance seaplanes)

Ssgpert Fxes Gcamander of 7 Creiser Divisien  SUZUTA (Statiomed at RABASL)

(#02H) 1) Air Tleet Cemmander shall be in direct comeand of the Base Alr Force and shall suppert
Ahls operatisn.




3 epomtm mcm-
’ a. X Day: 28 Septexber (Sinco it was hrtu tlis moonless
ntm period, air operations were moesib}p).
) 'b. (%-1) Day: about 100 large landing barges to sally out,
wpportod by the sesault forco.
¢. . X-Day: the sick and wounded to be accommodated and eva-
cvated on 2 destroyers. The Arundel cperation to be completed by (X-1)
Day; asseuble on X Day at KOLOMBANCARA Island. .

d. (Ivd) Da;y: vithiraval operations of the main force to be
started with large landing barges supported by the total strength of the
naval force and the air force.

L, Progress of the cperation.
. a. The anphilbious force.

The amphibicus force sortied en 20 September from BMYIN
and resched the assembly point on $he morth shore of KOLOMBANGARA Island
‘oh the 28th after engaging in battle with ensxy planss, motbr torpedo
boats and a destroyer division. The boat unit (ZH SHUTRIZTAI) suffered
considerable lose. ¥The first transport unit left the assembly peint after
sundewn on the 29th, and disembarked om the 30th at SUMBI Poiamt. Oa
1 Gotober about 100 ensmy planes attacked our landimg point but damage whs
slight. On the same day, after sﬂom. (TE the Sranspors unit) lefd
from SUMBI Point on its second evacustion operation, arriving oz the 2ad
&% the assesbly point on KOLOMBANGARA Islamd. It sailed on the same nighs,
after accommodating the personnsl, for SUMBI and SAMBI Points amd arrived
after daybreak om the 3rd. However, dus to attacks along the way from an
snemy destroyer division and a motor terpeds boat mnit,-ve again suffered
considerable hn« in small nrtm oraft. From the 3rd to the lhith we

carried owt three transpert operstions beiveea CHOISEUL and EUIN without
encountering esemy cppesitions '
b, Assaxls faroe.

1) o-mum .zus-pmrm Wm

(t)nrn Gastrdyers) M W the gt mi;t
(oiﬁt mamn) ueo-guua t,,i.!ﬁ -atekin




vounded men et KOLOMBANGARA Island and evacuated
then safely to RADAP'L.

Then, en the night of 1 Octoder, as four of our des-
troyers advanced to a point morth of xcwmxm'
u\m& 1n support of a growp of small craft, an
onamy surface fo:;eo was discovered. However, -uao'-.‘
the sEall eraft wnit came Detween our surface fores
and the enemy's we lost ths opportunity for:-an en-
g@unt.

On the night of the 2nd the transport wmmit (three des-
troyers), sareened b:- one destroyer, reached the northern extremity of
Kom\HMA Island and accommodated troops. While om its way back, i¢
fought =2n sagaganent with 1n anemy foree of three cruisers and three des-
troysrs. A torpedo attack (14 torpedoes) was executed amd the sounds of
which confirmad hits; however, we loft the scene of action without con~-
firsing enemy losses,

In the meantine, four destroyers, which were under the
conmander of the 3 Destroyer Squadron, were on patrol in the northern
part of EZLA® Sea (TH Presumably VELLA Gulf) when they observed the
transport unit engaged in action. S5ince our ships were in a confused
tangle (TH the destroyers) refrained from participating in the engagesmend.

(3) %he Base Atr Foree co-operated in the withirawal

operaticn from KOLOMBANGARA Island., It carriled out
an air operation im the VELLA LAVELIA Area. Its tar-
gott were enemy traasporis, support units, pesitioms,
the Munda Alrfield, fighter yhnu 'nd so forth.

ﬁel 1 October to 3 Cotober 1% made six wssaulés

with a tot1l of apprroximately 150 bomders and

fighter planes, and achieved emumn. sucoens,
(h-) Reamltse,

lRmber ol troops svacuated -

np the -mumm Yoroe - approxtuately. 5;1199 -m
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By a-total of six destroyers - approximatuly
| N - 4,000 men.
‘Car losses. .
. ' 5 " Lares landing barges .and torpedo boats lost - W,
i.j.nor damage Lo one destroyer.
{11led 1n action - 66 men.
nemy losses - one enexny destroyer was believed to
have bYeen sumk, but it was not certain,
3. Withédrawal opex;atlonnfrou BORANIU (VELLA LAVELLA Island).

Thie operation was a planned withdrawal effected following the
vithdrawal of forces from KOJOMBANGARA Ialand. In view of the battle ex
periences gained during the vwithdrawal operations from KOLOMBANGARA Illapd.
it was planned tou bave @stroy-ers transport landing barges to the forward

areas to minimize loswer (TH bounc to occur), if the barges xers allowed

® ‘
to travel on their own power. OUn the retorn trip, tae pick-wp force (T
the lLinding barges) was o Davigate u; ita own power taklng advantage of
the dark and its ability to elude (TH vhe asunemy).

R




1.

Partieipasing streagth.
to screen transpords

a. Swppert foree - § destroyers | amd to destroy emuy !
yessels. L

franspert force - 3 destreyers te traosport small
surface arafy
k. HMe-wp foroe

Sudohgser unlt - 1 subchaser
& cenverted subchasers

Terpedo deat wait - 3 torpeds boats

Small lamding oraft wmit - 4 ema)) landing craft

(to accommodate all Army and
Havy persomnel)

(to screea transfer opsrations
from ohs ship to ancther)

(to transport pesrzomnel frem'
shore to ship




- Dew :oxemQ ‘

:2. Susmary of the pu@u of the upcntui.
a. Suppors forse. .

It sallied forth from BABAUL ea & October, and while ad-
vmh; south was spotted by ezemy airverafd north of BUXA lslamd. Couse-
quently tt'o destroyers were dispatched to escert the traniport forss after
nightfall. The tr;ns\port force detached Abself from the night mtding force
and procesded .ahead to BOUGAINVIILE Strais., Four cnemy destroyers were
dilcév-rod in the dtrection of the sasseably point at approximately 19C0

. hours, s battle dld not develop because the eremy wae lost from sight due
. to a squall that reatricted the field of vislon. Furthermore, a patrol
plane reported toat an euemy crilser divislon and a destroysr divisien ‘
were iu tue vicinity oI the »sssembly point. The soppords force commander,
nlsﬁlng that 1t vonid te uifficult o nccomecdate (TH the persomnel) st
tois time, resolved, first ot all, to dettroy the enemy fleet. The trans~
f o pors force travelling 4haan vas -ithdrasn to the western entrance of
‘ . SHORPLAKL bé;. aBC the Lwu Geslrojers escorting the transport force vere
recalled to jolu the main .orce uwhile the awdn (lest mansuvered to lure
the enemy fleet to the southwest. The nignt raldlng force (lesz 2 des~
sroyers) sighted the snemy crulser division (3 crulsers) at 2035 hours,
and she $wo deatrojere. aavancing -~outh to rejoin the main force sighted
the enemy destroyer ulviiion \j dasiroyer:) at 2040 hours, This engnge~

sent, to the west uf Valdn wVBLLA luluna, davelaped into » flerce naval

battle Vetwsen the “wo forced., Aftar approximately 50 mimutez of dattle,
the enemy lost teo srlsors 1ag tarea dez2%roy=rs; Inly ons oruizar was
barely able to withdruw from the s¢:ne »f dattle, Our side lest oniy one
destroyer. The Imparial Reaidquarters c:illed the night battle the Wighs
Battle off VELLA lLAVEILLs Izland,
Tae support fcfco commainder ordered the Sranspert !(om
to rotura to ils base ahead, At 2140 hours, combined forces \tit,t she night

ralding forco at 2200 kours and progesded toward BABAUL.

be f&ck-up force
Toa (76 “‘Plek-up) force, sallied forth from BUIK a3 1483
bours on nu ‘t!t. mmna an--eagaganent zo_ss nours detween owr ‘warfeve

>
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feres and the aneny's, and arrived at KANDATURA (Eftu%l) assenbly point
(morthwest section of VELLA LAVELLA Islasd) at 2310 heurs. Accommodatiag
sll perscansl, total mumber - 58), the (TH pick-vp) force departed from
Ahie polat at 0105 hours on the Tsh and arrived safely agaim at EVIN,

o ﬂcn'_ural results of the Sransportation of relaforcemsnts %o the
Central S8olomons Area and withdrawal eperaticus (T from the Cemtral
SOLOWONS). <

The eoantmtlox; ef the Munda Alrfield was begun in ths latter
part of lovesber 1942 since the Central Solomors was looked w as the
intermedlate dase for the (Guadalecanal eperations, Fellovimg the vithdraul;
from GUADALCANAL Island the Havy $ook over the sole respsnilbilisy of de
fending the Osntral SOLOMONS as the periphsral strategic poins of the Solo~
mons Area, and, with the co-operation of the Army, it earnesily endeavored
to strengthen the defenses and reinforce the military strength, Hewever,

due to ths counteroffentive of the ensxmy, ve vere finally compslled to with-

drav conplotbiy. The Central S0LONHONS was entirely abandoned by the withe

draval from HORAXIU,
Tha results of the transport cperations of this period were an
follows, . ‘ ,
1. ‘TPra-.aport operations for reinforceasnt of military siroungth.
1., ‘unda and Xolombangaras transport opsrations -
Place of disenbarkation - KUNDA and KOLOMBAKGARA.
total streagih - 70 destroyers.
Aumber of trips made - 20,
humber of swocessful srips - 15,
Fuxber of srips iaserfersd with by the cneny - 8.
Eumber of troops ~ 9,963 men.
Cargoes = A largs amount of ammnition, food and-fuels,
(Kote) -mm" indicates only the rezulte of thf trans-
portation by sombat niulln. not by small surface ;
craft, ' f’“JJI/}"
b. Bajate SFamspors cperatient.- [ \':.:
Plage of disembarkatiom - BEKATA.




 %gtal strength - 3 orutsers,

33 do‘ltroyen..
2~ torpedo boats,
Kumber trins iade —- 16.
Eumber succsssfil Srips - 15.V
Number of trips interfersd vith (TN by the enewy) = 3
Bumbar of troope -~ 3,h4%0 uen.
Cargoés - A great amonnt of -mmunition, food and fuels.
Operations to withdraw troops - Befer to various withdrawal

operations,




VII, New Guinea (WASBAU Bay to 5I0) opmtua.
A, Enemy landing at NASSAU Bay, -

On 23 Juns, the enexy landed in the RENDOVA Area in the cene
Arel BOLONORS and, a4 the same tims, earried eut o landing st HASSAU By,
south of SALAMAUA in WEW GUINBA.

B. muwammmmmu@mwsem.
eneay- Landing st NASSAD By, '

A chain of air bases was built in the BUNA Area by the enemy as
soon as it oceupied the aren in the sarly part of Jamary, It stepped wp
1um.tm,mmmmmms@.um. In its
ground operstions it sssembled a large farce in the Buna and Xuxusi River
Qru- From these sreas it pursued our retreating amy to the Mambare
and Variya River Aress. On the cther hand, enemy ground foroes on the
WAU Plain were gradually being reinforoed., They began to threaten the
Salemsua sres from the west. |
. Our arwy carried cut an attask on WAU with a foroe of approx-
inately 3,000 men of the GKABE ( /7] 27 ) Detastment, whieh hed landed in
mmmummupm.otam. However, it did net
M.mmmmwuw. He begsn o
fosl more pressure than expested in the above ares. "hen Marsh arrived,
the nortimard advanging enemy forces sompleted their advance to thw
MAMBARE Riverj She enemy positions in the Wau Area were strengthened
still further; snd the enesmy airfields at BULOLO and BULNA were put in
order, In ovder 4o bresk the unfavorsble situation in the Salsmmma-Aves,
we attempted $o transport the main body of the 51 Division to LAR in the
early part of Mareh, Nowever, the fores was destroyed vhen the emmy
skillfully delivered a surprise aireraid, Thereafter, our forees esuld
oot be reinforesd as desired,

m.mmm«m.umummm
muwhm:mnmummummwm
mwm mmmumnw
mmmamwm.umum
uummcmu,m-w-m’




arrived in the vielaily of KUI, Their unit, which wes sdvancing easte
" _ward fram the Wam Aves, alesed in st a-paint 1 kilameters west of
sALuaDs,

' mm:w.m-uzmnmmmmmsnmmuamy
becans more eritical., Moreover, in view of the fact that the ensmy was
inereasing its strength more and more in the middle of April. Ve em=
ployed the greater part of our air stremgth for decisive battle in carrye
ing ocut aperations to cut off enany reinforcemsnts and mpplioa: Howe
ever, ve were not sble to contimme these opsrations with ocur inferior
alr strength, After sarrying out the third attack in the Kow Guinea
Area, we endsd the operaticns (Refer to the page on the "I" Cperation),

mh_memdwmmbmmmmarwtm

attack on LAE, They built s road for sutamobiles batwesn WAU and WAMPIT,
Atthoamtmw.ycuppedupthdrdratwknmwom:nfisnn-
mans Areae and greatly haspered our efforts to strengthen ocur capasity to
attuck,

In order to improve the situstion in the Salamaua Area, our
naval units dispatehed the Sasebo 5 Special Naval Landing Porce (composed:
of Commender TSUKIOKA ( 1] (7] ) and 262 men) from LAE to SALAMAUA, It
wae used mainly to strengthen the defenses in the airfield sestars,

With the beginning of June, the enewy built new airfields st
BENA BRNA and EAINANTU, ﬂgm-mm.ummum
te sttask SALANAUA from the gouth and west,

With the main bedy of the 51 Division, sppraximately 6,000 met,
'.mmum'mrmmm-mmu&mmm
mmmammummmemsn“mumﬁ

.
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qu, a wesk paint in éur dispositions, M:*hthncu
uwms:mwmmmem%mmsm




C. Our scuntersttack policy in regard to enemy landings.

1. Buodonw.mw:mwww-unv

esmmsnders in the Southeast Area, the operational policy in regard %o
 enesiy landings meds simultanecusly in the Solomons snd New Ouinea
frouts, was tlut the Soluun- cpomt}en would be the main cperation and
the New Guines operaticn would be subordinated to it, ss previcusly men-
tioned, However, despite all cur efforts to reinforce our strength in
the Lae and Selamsua areas, the ensmy herrasssd us so thoroughly that it
became impossible for us to ¢arry out transport operations by water,
Therefore, tastical command, whose objcstive was to increase thovctmgt\h
to the required lovel and to hold this area, became diffigult.

2, Oommanders of local ermy and navy forces in NEZW GUINEA pick-
ed tho Salamaua Area, fi:rat of all, %o be the front lina position sgainst
the enemy which had landed at NASSAU Bay. They selected LAE to be the
final defense position and decided to make this their decisive stand and
‘to hold out as long as they hed strength left. For these reasons, em-
phasis was placed on holding the road link between LAE and SALAMAUA and
the sea lane used by szmall surface craft,
D,

Progress of the Salamaua Arsa operations.
The operations in the above area were principally amy operationsj
nevertheless the Ravy Land Combat Unit also participated in the fighting.
Therefore we shall relate principally the battles in which the Navy land
Combat Unit partisipeted.
1. Esrly en the morning of 30 Juns about 2000 enexy treops.
landed st BASSAU Bay, Army and navy forces guarding that place retrested
without being shle %0 offer mish resivtamoe.
. Gerrelating with the Landing at NASSAU Bay, the eneay used
- mmwmmummmnm.ﬁ.m
In one of these raide Commandsr TSUKIOKA, Commending Offiser of the
suaosmlwnm.rnummmmnnmm
ncunnunuuu. mmw-zmaum
m»cmnmm-mwmummmrm o
hwmzmmmaq-mm.- ﬁﬂ
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MT. MITATA (hedghts northwsst of SALAMAUA) in consert with the uni:
landing from NASSAU Bay, comsenced a_similtanscus attack and sdopted

the tactics of enveloping SALAMAUA from four sides, On 3 July, the enemy
mmmpmgmmurunmulmwwmmmimmdw
veloped by degrees into a full attesk; snd cur forees were steadily being
placed under pressure., On the 13th, our fores opersting in the Mube
Ares, withdréw to KQMIATUM.

Qn the 20th, ensxy foroes in the Busng River Area, situated
midway between LAR md SALAMAUA, were gradually reinforced and attempted -
to sever land communications between LAZ and SALAMAUA, Therefore, %0
nembere of the Navy Land Combat Unit wers sent 23 reinforcements froa LAE
to strengthen the Army force in that area (Ti: Presumably, Buang River
Area), Every effort ‘,M made to preserve land commnications between

LAE and SALAMADA,

. On the 23rd, the enemy made fresh landings south of namm_a

(T8:  Presumably, LOKANU) Point, disembarking about a thousand trecps, snd

began advancing nesthward, Our forces in the ROEANA* (Ths Presumsbly,

LOKANU) Area were few, nusbering 300 army personnel and SOWMOM.
but they did well in impeding the ensxy's northward advance and put up
stubborn resistancs,

On the 28th, the enemy coamenced ths shelling of SALAMAUA
with heavy artillery. Our forces sould not stand the enveloping sitasks
of the enemy and, finally, on the 30th shertensd the perimster %o the
Mt, Miysta - Bobdubi - Ms, Seyu (heights ssuth ef SALAMAUA) line, senter
ed arcund the town of SALAMAUA.

NWJMWSIMMWW%M
rommamms.uwmu-uhmqm.wm
morale of all the forees,

Singe the Rakans* (TNt Pnunuy. umu) ATes mtm

mmsutm-mummnvm
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| 8,000 men (DI sines we werk). Unable 4o stem the furious air ead .

isnd attasks of 4he ensmy, the Rekana® (Dit Presumsbly Lokami) Ares
foll into eneay hands on the Lith, Next, our forces in KQMIATAM and
mnmmotm‘%omu SALAMAUA,

Furthermore, on the
2ith & part of the enemy forces olnud in on SALAMAUA, direstly threaten—
ing tyn ares,<end so the fall of that region was jJust a question of
tine, | )
n the 264k, the newly appointed commanding officer of the
- Sasebo 5 Epesial Neval Landing Forse, Commander TAXEUCHI, taok over
’ comand of the Salsmsus Ouard Porce frem Capt IKEDA,
2, In view of the fagt that the war mitustion in the Salemaua
Area was unfavorable for our side, end that it wes extromely difficuls
to nodd the arex, Imperial Headmuarters on 30 Avgawks in Saperial Hoade
I quarters Navy Staff Section Directive No, 271, indisated the agresment
‘between the Ammy and Kavy High Command (TNt in TOKIO) concerning eperse
‘ ticns in the Las-Balamsua Area, Its essentisl points wers as follewsi
& On the whole, to plm the holding aut to the utmost
by using local forces to repulse ensmy attasks, and to retreat to the
strategic cosstal ares of DAMPIER Strait at the opportune momsnt.
be Te endeavor t0 spesdily strengthsn the defenses of the
Daopder Strait ares through Army and Nevy coeoperstion, end at the swae
time, sesurs to the utmost the supply lins by using every means svailable,
such as the use of submarines, small bosts and crafts,
_ 3. hum.-uhmlbmmrmm:dl--
. perial Hesdquarters, \ie Army and Nevy High Commmds in the Soulbess
' kres,
. wmm«:uwmmmumw
Lee-8alemaua uu.nmmuammummkm'f
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nt the end of August.

b, mmummwmwtuum
mdmmt.hcwmhvytomuutbo field, an 3 Scpt-hu'n-
lative to land operations in the New Guinsa area.

4. On 4 Septémber about 15,000 of the eneay made fresh land-
ings at HOPOI, east of LAE, and, in order to pour in the main faree to
defend LAE, -po had no recourse but to abandon the Salamaua Area, From
the 6th to the 1lth, the forces were gradually concentrated at LAE,

E. Progresa of the operations in the Lae Area,

l. Defenses in the las zrea.

In the Lae area the troops of the 82 Guard Unit were the ‘
prineipal defenders of the pomit,ionav surrounding Mt, LAE and the west
airfield, while the troops of the 51 Division defended the east airfield
sector,

Z. Enemy landing at HOPOIL.

| On 3 3eptaember, the enemy shifted its air attacks from
SALAMAUA Vo LAE and, during this day's bombing, inflicted extremely
heavy damage to the headquarters of the army and naval forces and to the
Lae Airfield, all of which were situsted in the vicinity of Mte LAE.

Judging from this raid that the enssmy's landing in the lae
area was near, our troops were in combat deployment and maintained &
close watch., The enemy started landing at HOPOI from the sarly merning
of 4 September. The initial snexmy landing force, under the luppm of
superier drandbau power, began landing from 70 large and smll treans-
ports and from mumercus large landing orafts along a belt at.m
from the vicinity of the left bank of the BULU River to the mouth of the
MONGI River. By 1500 hours, it looked as if (TN their operatien), as e

whole, had been completed. It was estimated that approximstely 15,000
troops (TN had been landsd). . -

Receiving the report of the start. of the Wllnding, our
naval air forcin\qhinatt,akentlu enamy landing point with sn approxi-
mt.o‘ total “ot. 80 w\a 'u'tmk- planss, uﬂ‘lu' bombers, and carrier
fighters. AV that momsnt, they diseovered two enemy groups, ne ehmaiet—




m&mmummummma
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the sase tine they entengled wAth kO P«38'6 Whieh were patralling the
mummw'mgm Gn the following day, the
Sw,mm-mtmnmmwomwmwogoud
HOPOX with a total of 55 medinm attack planes and Zero Fighters and in-
flicted some damsge on them, (n the 6th our naval air force attscked
the enmmy landing poeint with 91 medium attask plsnes, sarrier bombars,

and Zero Fighters and inflicted some damage both on land and to the ‘
convay, Hensceforth, the air force shifted its attack objective to the

-outting off of the ensmy rear.
3. hﬂp‘nﬂmp forss descending at MADZAB (TN or NADZAB),

On the 5th the enasy dropped e parstroop foree of spproxi=~
mately 1,000 men on the Yadsab Airfield, 30 kilomsters nortlmest of LAR
"and grestly inereased its pressure on IAE from the northwest, Thus,
the enemy surrcunded and set up positions to atteck LAE on four fronts:
HGPOX, MANGAB, SALAMAUA, snd the ses, It put strong pressurs on our
forces at LAE, do-ordinating ite movements with those of the alr fores
and moter torpeds bosts,

he Abandomnent of LAE,

On the 8th the enemy destroyers intensified their fierce
basbardment, of the area near Mv. LAE, and, st the same time, they started
sa offensive frem the visinity of the Busu Biver, each of which was re~
pulsed by our army forces in that area, m«.mow'-m
resclve to croes the BUBU River was finally reslised on the 10th, On
the 1ith, e ememy begen bmmbarding eur prinsipel postitons in LB with
heavy artillery, LAX's Soom was Smminmmnt, )

Therefore, samplying with orders frem is 18 Arwy, tie eems
mamnmm.mmmnﬁswahmgjﬁi;-
m.mumm.ummumzmu
uummmuwmm mwum
_mmmuumum- &
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ths sane Aias Shey entangled with 4O P<36'é whieh were patralling the
skies snd shob down ayer coe-balf of them, Cn the following day, the
Swgwmd-drfomubnh(%mymwoﬁmeak}oud
HOPOI with s total of 55 medinm attack planss and Zero Fighters and in-
flicted sone damage on them, On be 6th cur naval air force attacked
the snemy landing point with §1 medium attagk planes, carrier bombers,
and Zero Pighters and inflictsd some damage both on land and to the
convoy, Henceforth, the eir force shifted its attack cbjective to the

.outting off of the ensuy rear.

3. WP‘MMP force descending at MADZAB (TN or NAIZAB).

On the 5th the enmmy dropped a paratroop fores of appraxie

mately 1,000 men on the Hadaad Airfield, 30 kilemeters nortimesd of LAE
"and grestly increased its pressure on LAE from the northwest, Thus,
the enemy surroundsd and set up positioms to attack LAE on four frontss
HOPOI, MADZAB, SALAMAUA, and the sea, It put strong pressure on our
forces at LA, do-ordinating ite movemsmts with those of the air forcs
and motor torpede bosts,
e

Abandorment of LAE,

On the 8th the enemy destroyers intensified their fierve
bozbardment of the area near Mt. LAE, and, at the same time, they started
sn offensive frem the visinity of the Busa River, sach of which was re~
pulsed by our ammy forces in that area, m,mw'-wm
resalve to cross the BUBU River was finally reslised on the 10th, @n
mnm.mwmnmmmmpmum:uh
heavy artillery, LAB's doom was dsminent, )
-mretmon,mm,mAwrmuﬁawmumq@-;&;-
m.wmmmmammumzm“ ok




Proposed withdrewal routes.
S Withdramal routs no, 1t LA == BUSHI *(TM

BWESI or BUSU) = M, SALAWAXET == SIO
#thdrawal routs no. 2t LAE = YARU #(TH Presumably
TALY) == 5I0 ‘

be Order of withdruwal, -
' ;Fmt&chdm-fhoqnun naval force, excluding
the Lae Guard Unmit,
Second Eghelen -)
} amy force
Toird Echelon )
Fourth Echelon — Army and naval forces defending LAE.
Fifth Echelen == irmy force )
¢: Protection of the withdrawing forces., The naval force
relegated to this task of securing the area around BUSHI =(TN Presumably
BWUSSI or BUSYU) and YARA (TN Fresumably YALU). _
de The fourth echelecr was to form the rear guard after
mﬁ%dwmbymomuntommwmwwmmm
main unit,
®. Start of the withdramel — 12 Septeaber,
5e Shmamwdfomom«rmdthodauhinuum
of the cammander of the Sasebo 5 Spesial Maval Landing Force,
The cocmander of the 7 Bass Forcs, Hear Admiral FUJITA
(7% 7 ), whose re-assignment had been ordersd some tims befers,
transferred his conmmnd to Rear Admiral MORI ( 7 ) who had srrived on

the sulmarine I=174 to take over his post in IAZ on the 9th, He (TW FUJITA)

retired that smme day from LiAK, wheare the fighting was raging fiiresly, sn
the same sulmarine, mm&m-smswlmm
Force, Conmander TAKKUCHI ( /77 AL ), was killed in sstion om the 12¢h
wmﬁmmmmmﬁmm
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7. m&mu operatians fram Li% 4o 510
EX @cﬁnnx of naval forces,
fae TFirst echelon: aummotwcvmm,ei
Mﬂ“&pﬂ Gﬁt,wiimwm&mndﬂa”
MMMmo ‘Unite Total of 1,054 men, )
' be Pourth eshelen:’ &2 Guard Unit, 3 Antisireralt Defense
Unit and a_part of the Sasebo 5 Speaisl Naval Landing Force. Total of
1,000 men.
2, Period of withdrswal.
a. First echelon laft LAE on 12 September and resshed SIO
an 14 Ogtober < a period of 32 days,
b, Fourth echelon left LAB on 15 September snd reached
KIARL on 18 Oetober < a period of 33 days,
3¢ Besults of the withdrawal.
as Strength at the start of the withdrawal ~ 2,054 men,
be Strength reashing the destination = 1,543 men, ,
c. (Percentage of the strength arriving at the destination ~
k)

de HWotmmlpdmm,mmmMﬂ
stragglers -« 51) men,

¢, Rumber of sick and wounded evagusted ~ 1,134 mume

f.  Actual combat stremgth = 409 men. (Percentage of the
ocmbat strength remalning 2087

be Gemm_mryetpm

mtmuam#mn%ﬁ”n‘
the first echelen, (The pregress of the withdrssal epersiim of sther
schelons was similar to that of the firet eshelem,)

The withdrening unite 1aft LiE s 1900 hours an the 3%4h

mmncuwmmnm-,muuu. mmm;&m
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weis Zarced %o wishiiew EItAP the ferae commandar was killed in &b
A8 & result, the firet echelon changsd its prearranged route of Tehseat.
and gtarted through the Jungle fer YARU#* ('m Prunmblymli).

On the 15tn, umzmmwofﬂm oclahn :
nearing the In;ru area, the advance guard (34 men) which was W&tﬁﬁn&
the road ahead of the main force was harassed by the persistgmt repomiaie-
sancs of enemy planes and lost contact with the main bedy. P‘:-t!'ﬁmﬂ, '

they were surrounded by about 80 enemy soldiers, and as a result of the

fighting, most of them (TN advance guarc) were killed, The main body re-
covered these bodies while blazing a trail through the jungles and eon~
tinued its march toward the north. On i 20th it erossed the BUSU R&m

and on the 22nd entered into a steep jungle region. The cald gﬂdually
increased and the march beéame extremely difficult but on the 27th, about

four days later, it entered the great jungle reglon in the SALAWARET

Mountain Range (over 3,000 msters above sea-level). Precipiteous cliffs

continued, one after another; there were no roadsy and the temperature
vent down to five degrees. It was a hardehip really unbearable for the

troops which were prepared for operations in only tm/tropis@. aress,
Several hundred stragglers were lefi and deaths from cold and from falling
(TN off cliffs) occurred in succession. On 2 October rain started fallimg
in the steep jungle region and oenf.inud for several dqa 1n nm

The condition ot the

 then thet of direct combaty they
' cannot help ackmonledging frankly the opmﬁ@v&motmmm
drove us into sush pathetic straits by cutting off our reute ﬂm. :
during the entire New Guinea campaign. The ememy inflicted an s
= blow on us witho&t’_m_m direct combat. :

~




- Ge ﬁ&ﬁkﬂhhﬂfan area operations.
_ L'mmmmmnmmx&oﬁrmfomscmﬁm
1.'63 reeemuheanu %o cut off the enemy's rear, (TH to detect) any new
encmy phna, and to maintaiyiia: strict patrol, Toward the latter pm of
the middle of September the W'a movements suddenly becams active in
the Naw Guinea area, and we learned that a large number of ships end small

craft was moving abéut on the morning of the 20th in the Nassau Bay,
VMorobe River mouth, Balearusu (TE Presumsbly Hercules) Bay, Cape Ward.
Hunt, Buna Anchorage, Oro W; Cape Helson, and Cape Boehiru® (TN Pre-
> sumably Vogel) Areas. Its strength consisted of 23 transports, one tanker,
26 ses trucks, 26 spesial landing transports, about 50 ships and amall
oraft, 3 cruisers, and 8 destroyers. It was concluded that the enemy's
new operation was imminent, a;nd strict vigilance was maintained, espeelally
at FINSCHHAFEN and the western part of WEW BRITAIN.
As per expectation, ths enemy started to land at 4RNDT Point,
north of FINSCHHAFEN on the 22nd.
2. Concentration of our strength in the Finschhafen area.

Our force, which concluded that it would bs difficult to hold

SALAMAUA and LAE, de¢ided to advance the crack 20 Division of the 18 Army

- %0 the Finschhafen Area, the foremost key pogsition east of the DAMPIER

Strait, Troop movements were started 43

m«ummmm«ammm. :
Maj Gen TXMADA comeluded that the enemy would advanes 4pdn
mmmmmmpdmwummmmmnn,uﬁw
tmmzsoammampr mwh!.ehm south of
inﬂ.ln aany torcc cnufﬁiaod of about. 600 men in thp aﬁﬂhﬁ?.OQt&




A The enemy thrust at the weak poirt in our defensive troop
disposition which. stressed the southern fromt around FINSCHHAFEN and
started to land north (TN of FIRSCHHAFEN; near ARNDY Point, Witheut any
opposition; they were successful in their landing cperation. The strength
of the initial landing was estimated to be about 6500 menj and there were
indications that they received reinforcemsnts of about 1500 men on the éBN
and Mt 2000 more on the 29th,

L. Progress of the land operaticns,

On the 23rd the enemy started tc meve southward fram ARNDT
Point and a violent battle ensued as they clos,d #;n on the 8} Guard Unit,
Alded by heavy guns, our Naval Land Combat Uni:tlitmwﬂrrlﬂﬁ-
pulsed the oncoming enemy in a daring struggle, but finally on the 27th
we were enveloped and forced into a sritical eituatien, .

On one hand, the army force commanded by Maj Gen YAMADA conme
contrated its strength in the SATTELBERG Highlands for the time being whenm
the enemy landed via the sea at ARNDT Peint, Troop movements to the SATTEL-
BERO Highlands were made with extrems caution so &s not to provoke the ene~

into combat since wpolicyuutoatmk,mvks'wdtmm
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mmﬂthmmln&otmﬁimuﬂmim Simtis
hed dost its fightdng capasity as first line vroops, it was sssigned to
talis over rear guard dutles; and 5o ca the 28th 1t headed for KANOMI,
During the latter part of Hovember i withdrew ifrom KAKOMI to SIO and Jeimed
the 7 Bage Unit which had withdrawn from LAE.

The 20 D{viaion made a second unsuccessful general attack 4n
the latter part of November. Thereafter, the division assembled its forces
at WAREO. It was decided to formulate future plans while thms confronting
the enemy.

S. Operations of the Air Force and Submarine Porce,

Our Naval Alr Porce planned the annihilation of the enemy con-

voy at the onset of the landings., On 22 Scptgmber, 8ix medium attaack

planes and 35 Zero Figiters carried out a daylight attack on the south

bound enemy convoy at a peint about 20 nautical miles southeast of Glpo
CRETIN. A great victory in the sinking of two erulsers, twe destroyers,
and two tranaports was reported. Morsover, 1l enemy planes wers reported
shot down in aor:lal comba.t wit.h o mass of enemy fighters which were on
patrol, lcuﬁ.nn of our planoa either crashed, dived or failed to retwrmn
(@l for other reasons). On the same day our Submarine Force stationed

mmmmmme:su-.
m«w.m:ormuam«umuwum




au,mamumworumﬂma,mnmumdﬁiyu--
saults on (TN: Enemy) positions at FINSCHHAFEN, the dyopping of supzilies
te our forces in that area, and the cutting off of the rear of the ety

on the northern coast of NEW CUINEA. Our New Guinea asrdal apereticns
were continued until the enemy landed on MONO Island en the 2Tth,
6., Effect of the enemy landing at FINSCHRAFEK on the tastisal
command of our forees.
R The full=-scale plan for setting up defenses on both aides of
the DANPIER Streit had not yet been sarried out, Noreover, within 20 \

daya after the end of August when the Imperial Headquarters had deeided

on the withdramal from LAS, our forces were swiftly pursued te FPINSCHHAFEN,
the strategic point commanding the DAMPIER Streit, and, having no defemse
measure set up against such a swift counterettack in this area, (TH; eur
forces) were cbﬁpelled to exscute & large=-scals tastical retreat te gain
time and to secure a defense line oapable of halding out and frea whieh
the enamy could be met,





