


m 4t PEBFACJ 
^ f e ^ ^ r Through Ins t ruc t i on No. 126 to Japanese Government, 12 Oct 4 5 , " e n t i t l e d . 
^ ^ ^ t e a t i t u t i o n fo r »mr Records I n v e s t i g a t i o n " , steps ' were i n i t i a t e d t o e x p l o i t 
^^^K l t a ry h i s t o r i c a l -records and o f f i c i a l reports . QX the Jegameae War M t u s t r y 
t-'lflP* ^* a~ *fe?aae&e General - s t a f f . * Up oh the' d i s so lu t i on " o f the mr M in i s t r y 

the General ^ t a f f , and the t rans f e r of t h e i r former funct ions -to the Be-
^^Ssibilination Bureau, the genera l research job continued and r e su l t ed in the 

development o f a ae r i e s o f h i s t o r i c a l monographs . • ^ t a i l e d instrx iot ions 
eoveritsg the preparat ion of these monographs were included in i «taorands 15 
Efccentber 1'945 and 21 November 1946, subject "Japanese Opera t iona l h i s t o r i e s ? . 

The bas i c mater ia l conta ined in th i s ope ra t i ona l record was developed 
by former o f f i c e r s , on duty in command.and s t a f f unita w i th in major uni te 
during the per iod of ope ra t i ons , I t should be-noted a t once, "that the effcor-
raous d es t ruc t i on by a e r i a l bomfo&rdment and f i r e has p r a c t i c a l l y wiped out . 
the Tokyo r ecords ; much of -;this mate r i a l #.ae r econst ruc ted from memory. 

The pauci ty of o r i g i n a l o rde r s , plana and uni t j ourna la , which are 
IMtrttftlly e s s e n t i a l In the prepara t i on o f th i s type of r e co rd , moat of 
f#iieh were l e s t or des t roye4 during f i e l d opera t i ons or bombing ra ide rem~ 
dared the t**kr of compi la t i on moat d i f f i c u l t j p a r t i o u l a r l y d i s t r e # s l & | teaa 

j - Nien the complete lack of o f f i c i a l strength' r e p o r t s , normal in *G or 
eeords, however, whi le many o f the important o rde r s , plana and mwti$Mmt** 

ipave been r econst ructed from memory and the r e f o r e are not textual]^ i$m%k** 
eal with the o r i g i n a l s , they are b e l i e v e d t o be g enera l l y , a o e w a t * amtt 
l i a b l e * Further data as a r e s u l t of cont inuing research and the m<№®i®m&% 
recovery of h i t h e r t o unava i l ab l e origiiw&i d&eumeots w i l l be covered l a tdMI 

i subsequent pub l i ca t i on of " supplements? by # i e Memuoi l i sat ion dure*!**-

:< mm mm -m — « . mm +m « , w « . ^ « . « . « , *m. w ^ ~ > ' < w • » -*» * » » * • . " * * • «*» " #• .. 

The a at ion under th^s memorandum and 4>naiue$rtal d e t a i l e d im^FWfr* 
t i o n a , waich f o l l owed , were initiated by^the jftaalatmat Ch ie f of' fttiaff # 

Gfik, ohargea wi th r e a p o n a l b i i i t y f o r exewt iOa o f the program isadwr 0*0* 
$0. 9, SCAP, 2 October 1846. 

In order t o p r o t e c t the i n t e r e s t of the Qnlted S ta t e s , - i n the mm* 
p io i ta t fon of Japanese .Mi l i tary in f o r » t l o& f aub^paragrafh 4 o f 9*0* 1#* t 
further p rov ided for the screen ing of eeseaqr domoNUta ami eafftWlalie^ to* 
v e n t o r i e s in Japanese tfovertaaetttal a r ch i ves * Cairefuii exut imat lom o f the 
f i r s t r ecords submitted by the Japanese in ttee- s « s & r "<*f .WMHfc* 
detected a misconcept ion on the par t o f the Japanese- as t o what mfa№$№& b * 
i n c luded in comparative h i s to r i es , * in a tmmmm^m issued by mMh®tmfi& 
Chie f o f S t a f f , G~2, on 21 November 1946, the I m f e r l a l Jap-anesei Governs 
ment was d i r e c t e d to r e c o rd the opera t ions o f t h e Japanese f o r o e s mef-er 

. e x t e n s i v e l y . The G-2 JJection t h e r e a f t e r assumed eo o r d i n a t i o n o«f thp:-:W-
;
v i r e program, inc luding the ^establ ishment o<£ a s n a i l h i a t o r l o a l r esearch 

s e c t i o n within the A T X S ( A l l i e d T rans la to r and I n t e r p r e t e r p e t i t e * . } 
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S. Battle situation of both the euay and our forcée immediately after 

ear withdraw. < operation* from Island; | 

Жтщ7%Ьт early part o. February, immediately after the withdrawal 

Ггои СгиАГШ^ЖЛЛ. Island by otur forcée, the main ground strength of both the 

enemy and дог forces, except for a part of those In the lev Guinea Area, r e -

mined apart, and each was concentrating, on building up combat strength and 

on preparations for the epesatloir 1 

Severer, the un*** 1г*^Л;*2 t sore and more their bombing 
4 

of our rear key po£ 'Лог and fehsi? eutting *£f of our supply transportation* 

She Central Soloi£o»i g La®, &tA ШъШтШ 4reaa 9 in particular, vers subjected, 

dally to fierce bombiag ^ saeav sAtyvbt" «o that i t vat dif f icult to rein-

force our combat strength. ïteritig ibis p riod, the enemy strengthened i t s 

a i r fortifications around GUADALCANAL Island and BTJKA, steadily brought im 

ground troop reinforcements, and converted this area into an impregnable 

fortress. While waHing for its aircraft to render powerless (TU our in* 

stallations and force on* Its Liïastju point, i t shoved i ts readiness 

to advance at an: Ime. 

In view cf fcur раШГгй be**l*i e s p . ^ :.aoe in the 0ШШЛШШ4Ь Island 

operation, our fmxdamc f̂ л1 policy vas to br^ng the desired number of our 

troops into strategic key points Ы r e the enemy offensive, in spite of 

manifold di f f icult ies and in ev* rf an enemy offensive* to prevent Ше 

supply transportation from being hampered, to throv in our ent&re f in* 

ш 

and a i r strength at the f i r s t slgn of an eneny isuoding to engagé I* J^^lfe ^ 
oleine combat ; and to samare oompleteljr the stfmtfglo fcey poelfi$&é,< t^^f^^ 



IS' Hi ' ;|rj|§iat|dA» $0* l<$&^$r* operations in the Vow Guinea Ar*a. 

~. levm^alama'na Ar«fai 

At the eloe* of tha w « * hop* of recovering the Initio-

tire in the Bona 4iflfc« and ̂ f«»s#iwith the necessity of strengthening the 

rear strategic points^ US « M 8ASA&4UA, t*mQknb« Detachment advanced*to 

US on 7 Jan 1*3, and wi^bat^-sr able to ?ff*par lefentire positions in that 

area; Therefor*. № decision was ' aside Se. first of a l l , withdraw the units 

operating in the £an&**Maafeare * l*o^alnmaua irea and consolidate 

the fighting front, 3fca Bona Estachaent (ahout (¡000), tinder the command of 

the Yamagata Group, began to withdraw about 20 January. Although the with

drawal to the lae-Salanaua area was completed by the middle of Karen, the 

loss in strength d^ing the w^Mrawa*- wao about otte-half. On the one hand* 

the Okabe Detachment om$t4*d in tho «te m*taok from the middle of January 

in order to strengthen £he ^tmntegig ^e i t ion in the Ue-Salaaaua area, -fc 

Howercr, after about a monk's rperaHisa, 1* returned to its original po* 

sltions without having at -$|JBJB# objoctivc. During this period the com-

bat strength of that detachment deteriorated greatly and the unit combat 

strength (BUTAI SEtf JKtJ) was URN, £a this way, a groat defect appeared 

in the military preparations for the strategic points, LAB and SAlAft&Ba* on 

the Hew Guinea fronts and so the rapid strengthening of military prop**** 

tions in that area in riew of the enemy of fens Ire and determined eon* 

struotlon of an operational base became the emigsneles of the moment* 

accordingly, the • Area army deeided upon the drastic sen t**na* 

portatIon of the main aoroo of the M. DlTlslon from BABAtJli directly ** Ul 

and decided to carry tWU ovfe ?M%$&LZM to ; a following plan (called Qnsy~ 

ation 16 « ! ) • 

1. Troops tft be transported* • 

a. Army '$L'2TEUTQIWM% echelon <* Approximately 6,000. 

b. laral Land Combat Quit Replaoemeat ~ Approximate 

Z» Materia^ t& lie transported. 

. a. ^ ^ j ^ j ^ ^ 
t ^ » a ^ 
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fottss^«*» 3 Destroyer Squadron) • 

5. Air- '«scort. Army am& %vy fighter planes, scheduled to l**l$fc* 

cipate • Approximately 200 planet* 

* 6. Scheduled course* 

a. To depart from BABAU1 at sere hour 1 March, convoy speed 

seven knots} to take a course Jsat off the northern shores of Sib* BB1TA1S 

Island, 

b. % di «abark inrsMati.1^ upon err i re 1 at Ua*-Har borage, 

iffJiQT'Eours 3 March, 

c. % ccmf&ete debaF$&tion before dava of the next day, 

k March, 

d. To depart f «ou ¿A3, reverse the course and return to 

BABAUL* 

Departing from BABAUL according to schedule on 1 Marsh, (IB the 

convoy) vas contacted by large tjpe enemy aircraft in the afternoon, bill 

there vas no damage V.at dc^ Abound hours the following day, (ff 

the convoy) vas bombed %y 10 large type enemy planes, KTOXUSBI Maru, * 

carrying the 51 Division Commander, vas h i t , set a f i re and sunkvltuin 

about an hour. (The personnel and materiel vere transferred to fvo dees* 

troyers vhlch vent- ahead and dlscabarted at U S ) , In a renewed bombing 

attack by eight large type enemy aircraft on that afternoon, the'•9KŜBSfiu. 
suffered a near miss, but i t s fighting and cruising power were not 

and i t continued eh its mission. 
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The convoy and faeort snipe were making bo*4*»y v W » ^ a i | ^ > ̂  - /i.^-^fel 

• strafed anjd bombed from <»£ J Itocl^ ^ J e ^ e * 

| ; ^ f ^ , r ^ Ito ̂ * g e a** 



** to* vuter^ud strike ̂ % i ^ m f 

^ sink&agfiife write tttmm ot vu** ;w«№r|^^ 

'tft*&*c^ I T ^ * * * ? # * « * # ^ i r i w f l i t > i the ship* 

-1$|§|!*; *|jr aro-md hour* Mnties losses* consisting of the s o t f f ^ ^ ^ ^ 

* f i r o of tho ec*i£* group of tonnsports, tho sinking of two destroyer* end . 

i _ * \ 'i, 
the hserily damaging of another (TS destroysr), were suffered* so thai lac 

• < t\ 

Transportation <T» operation} was completely shattered* -pM 

In the afteraoott* a destroyer engaged in rescue operations radioed 

a message stating that ^ was ialng^.backed fcy about 20 enemy aircraft , 

and no further word war £ear£ f?rom it* l a the afternoon* the rsmaining~feur4 

destroyers and the one amtrcy*? wbi.«£ •«№»• to the rescue from KAYlIIw 

searched for arid reseu&d surrl^orc* the search was ended at OQkQ hours of 

U harch and tho ships headed o^rth throng): the DAMPISH Strait , and separa-

ting, returned to RAYISH& 54 TABAUL* 

Rescued personnel moored approximately 3S00 (o f which S71 reached 

U S ) * As a result of such a great slow as the loss of 2$00 mem* eight 

ports and f i re destroyers, the lae Convoy transportation (TH Oporatlea) . 

collapsed. f 

However, to l*e*# the Lae-Salamaua situation in Its present elate 
would mean the asm^oning of one ving 00«trolling the DAMPISH Strait , fist 

collapse of the sfeymteglo situation in the Southeaet Area, and thV^I^Pl 
of an operational route for the proclaimed enemy Philippines invMien* 

Therefore, it vae calculated that every measure he taken to e 

and SA&AMAttA* 

The deeislem to strengthen the strategic situation in Ihe l ev 

. Guinea Area wet manlfe*!** e# ~1%*|$!*1 Ssud^ 

4; 

'.••0m 
w 

tactical e o a W p o U ^ * * * « » ^ $ 3 a a « a m <*l^^ 



£ l o 0 s deolded uppa i n th« f l è ìd i tt^oidiv^ | 

aireraf t at thsf^ boss* or lat ta* drastie aeasuree in re^ 

could aot he net v i ta thè a m i * h 

oaalitgr, tao uso of t r t - ^ d r t 

2« fhe • •:•./• f ttas-^ps. 

orafi beiag succce-ful sal i 

a l lo rango of ansar hae*a 3 inaerei. 

m for eoavoye, * Siano theso deieuids 

.reputa, bota l a quantità and 

» s a ^ sad te bo ahendened. 

lev i al*** sposd ships aad snull 

>poi - f outslde tao 200 nauticar 

A HiBAirL-yiISCHHim aad la* 
SAUI^TOKÉU high speed salpa aad email oraft transportation va» te bo used. 

s 
Froa tbeee piasse te X*aSt esa l i boato aad oraft or land routes vere te bo 

uti l isod. i 

3* A ebaia of supp!y ba? alamj the aorta aad south shore* of UT 

lEXXaXI aad along the Xt^Caiaea 2-4** m* %v bo vaiataiaod aloag v i t a the 

shipplag of a l l l t a ry i ^ ^ - g a e l ana a v e r l e * Harvard hy motor sallbeats aad 

eaall oraft* 

k. Urgenti? aeeded m̂ft tóiitpeneable iteas vere te bo *hi£ped d l ~ 

rootly to the Xae Area by b i g * epe ed talpe aad eaall oraft or eubaari]|et-

5* the amia body of the land forese vere to ho seni twm^'ì|¡f, v 

land after the construction of the Vevaa^Madang-Iao Head. 

l a the above aaaner, the strengthening of the eoabat #1 

the leti Ar ia vas planned. but the eoa traaspertatien a va lUb l e otfald 

•flSpiy aater ie l needed for dai ly Uonsunptieà. Morso ver . tao o ^ | f w | ^ 

-of mvrtwiru* wm'm..w§*ymm№^* ** :hM 
mm ̂ saiaa^iil^à'TllM 
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as eieort 

^ fwaepor tc ìh ià t t i a l i aoU te the a**?. № 12 Jan *J a ceaYor 

aaral traatports, t«e Ué*t oraisers aad f ivo deetrerere 

• accomandate* 9.i*0C sdì of the amia forco of tao 20 Stol l i 

aad depertcd from fOTAìu W***RTTIG ?ho aaebsjra£$ of maVA* oa thè l$tk t tao 

mala forco of tao 20 flivUfr^ vso 2^M^TNLLP' éleeabarked* 

Followlac t£aai a oc » » F fo r^ l t f evma echelcaa> oomprisla* of 11 

Kaval transporte « i t a twTLi&£& éVaisors aad 10 destroxers a * eseert Salpi, 

aoeoaaodatcd the amia f ono of the h.\ DiiMLslon at TSIMIAO oa 12 Tetraarr. 

Sètveea 20 Februarjr aad 28 Febraarr, ( i l the eoavo?) arrired at VlaaK aai 

the naia force of the hi Dirisioa auaheriag 13,700 persoas va* aafelf dtè> 

eabarked. 

Fbllovlag that, oa 13 A&ofe ^x*.>vj traneports, oa U ap r i i d i a 

arar transperts, aad or £S Hejr ftfutme *rtesperts «e re eedòrted te the 

Bearne area, aad the r e m mftac troice of fco£h the 20 Diri elea aad the fcl 

r i s ica , ae « e l i as a port ic i *t the m i t e dire** !? attaehod «e the If Arm/t 

vere dlseabarked. Bjr this traasportatlon (TV Operatioa), the aaia forai 

of the 1S Ara? vas suoceasfully dleembarked* 

0. Fiaachhafcn Area. 

Sldht haadred ara? troops aad 80 floats vero dlsembarked f r ó * 

foar dostro/ore at FIH90HHAF3BI oa 30 aarch to strengthea the 

Area aa a itasi a* base for tranepertaiioa to the lae-Salameua * * * * * 

Fol ì iv iaf that, reinforecacnts fce èhs ftteschhafsa Area bar £ i W 

oa 2, aarch aad hy Ivo dastroye*** '$£ik ìUreh ̂ m^f^m^^' 
ihdi# t i •iatarfoiPÉiiioM 
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*$> ***** *p%m* 
im-m& W*£ defense* wore strengthened In con-

^ ^ l i a ^ l k the (htelalaanal «J$hdraval operation*. Severer* the plan 

V f S * ^ r|§laee the abo?« forces with naval land combat unite (71 XAIOTI-

BIKOSaffAI) and witbdrav them (TH presumably, army units) to the rearvj 

after completion of the Chiadalc m>l withdrawal operations. Moreover, 1^} 

havy wae put l a charge of tfc«* h№ de se of the GeatraL 8©iCS@o|r Islands. 

This was clearly e» <izatt. towM the lavy, which lacked land coe> 

bat forcest to & a charge • ° the land def ,r.o In the Mumda, Kolemhaa* 

gara aad Bekata Areas wfc£*k ?e s r v ^ g t c polate l a the SOlONQir Islands. 

However, the dray refu£*d «e di itob I ts forces oa the grounds that I t 

was dif f icult to send app l i e s * therefore, the Ifavy decided to bring l a 

most of the 8 Combined Special g&val Landing Force e(TH DAIHAOHI BSafOO 

. TOKBBTStf EIXUSKHTAI), which was previously scheduled to reiafbreo-WJ 

0AHAL Island, to the Munda and Ifrleifeaagara Sectors, from the latter 9*X%j0 
of January, forces were ee&fc t& ^rxsessively* aad in the first part of 

February the g Comfcifcti Special iferel ^ i d i a g Force ÔMftanded by Seer 

Admiral ISA ( ^ Jj?}7 took over the defense duties from the Munda lees) 

Force amending of f loor , Ool. 1*ABU0HI ij& )J. The sending in if 

the 8 Combined Special naval Inndlag Force was completed ay the left*** 

part of April* 

Exchangee (TH of comamaieatloa) vera oarried oa, one after 

another, betVeeh the Southeast Area Fleet and the 8 area *r*r l a m#0^ 

to the reiafbroejieht of the armor w i t s * avoatma^ir whs 

№ l№£t.V**im№№m&0<m^ *a fOJHO) also came to a«(fW|l« sending inUf*ar*r for*** YftM* cMfe lMi^ 



L>Mh 
Щ, %№ЖШШ^*г*) 'was placed under 

&опвд*£еГ and was given the command over land forces in the guard 

under the Jurisdiction of the Havy in the Solomons Area* Immedia 

a fterthe commander. MaJ 0em ' 9ШЖЖ- of the Southeast i 

ment arrived in ШИША in the f i rst р г й : June, he vas to unify and 

command .the army a&& the т,^"а! f rreec in lend operations* 

The land force. 1в fee Ш$йа ^ombaagara Sectors in the l**$ 

latter part of June oe^fc^-c^, layfo approximately 5 ,000 menf Army 

ahout^5»500 men. Both vore со aratively well equipped* 

В* ilekata Area. 

The seaplane base in the Bekuta Area vas within the distance 

where it could be defended by U«.« ея-nll planes from the Munda Area* ae 

*he plan vas to reduce the Reto НггЫоп Force to the utmost; but in 

order to neutralize ООДи ш:-. Island m# or tvo a i r f ie lds were neces** 

sary on the SАКТА ISABEL Island. Ther : i t vas decided to station . 

one combined special naval landing force, including a punitive force slut 

.a force to search for a i r f i e ld (TV s i t e s ) , on SANTA ISABEL Island* The 

7 Combined Special Naval Landing force (commanded by Bear Admiral *tt%*-

SUHO ОЩ^Щ )) was the one designated to be sent in around the midilgr ## 

January. The sending in of this Combined Special Bavml Landing force was 

completed by the end of July. The entire force was about 3,*Ю0 and It 

defended mainly the area around -КЖАТА* A part (ТВ of this fores) k 

searched the southern part of 3/OTA ISABEL for a place suitable to bui ld || 
' ' ' - .... •-• • •• Ш 

" - • m 
... r^f 

an a i r f ie ld but could not find one* 
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* iH Щш C#nt*eA « Ц ^ ^ « : Н ; ' « 

j fc from од^шз здьйяи 1̂ш~:йЗ 

% f the Sea ecs J Harsh in the lew Ouitwa Area. Xft 

tS :^1^^еД ^ioaions Area sh in ing eper&^oas * , ШШЛ # КСШЖпеМАЦ. and 

STO Îi *ggft carried out under t e r r i fM *hre< /го» enemy planes. Jurther^t 

saore, t&> enesay repeated ltd eonti&ueu^ a i r а «.ока on the Central 30Ш1 

and th** Xae and Salamua Areas ф thus ' i ^ B e r i n g with our efforts to 

strengthen defenses. 

In this condition* beo&ne such that the deployment of troope *mf 

the progress of forti f ication construction in the front lines were tre> 

meadousiy delayed* The disparity between the впешу1 & force and euro be* 

ошве increasingly greater* In ord«r to break down this disparity, i t van 

extremely urgent that neutralise Mm елпщ? a i r force at a l l costs end 

carry out иш (ТВГ transport сioa и*) suppj&as ynder (Ttf the protection d ^ | 

a i r eutfroBEicy as well as ,кке «v jlutt action to cut off enemy reinfect* 

meats aad impede the building ах> of вгаяяу combat strength* 

At the, ŝme time pha Cones jider-in-Ohief of the Combined fleet $I3P* 

sonally took charge and carried out a general mobilisation of picked air 

fdrce unite under Mb command, and made plans to secure a i r supremaoy Sm 

the Southeast Area and also to cut the епездг99 supply route; therefor** 

the decision vaa aade to carry out the " I е Operation in the early 

April , the summary of which ie as followst 

A* Forced comitted* 

U 3 f leet . 

56 fighter plan*** 

.Цщ9*з%%mttauk' plalMie ( Ш torpedo bomber*). 

2. I ^ - b a s e d ^ a i r L - ' - . . . 

"J 

.'Mi 
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l> v-, y» * . 
* ilf?$pfJ£ t» 10* « »Ot ftufajN* Ari» 

(Tf ICI* Í2» Operation*). 

0« í l a a of the distr ibuita* о / ¿oreos» 
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er, $ad ttMftpffeft transport wo2?e iutok, and 
- -

«Mg& Six of our jksaiéa *c*t d©w*t in suicide attacks or f ai led 
•... > *- _ s-

rotuwu 

fho p l a » to u t i l i se «Uifetroyere as transporte to the Sulmj£ 

and JfiJttûkhafan Àreaû was put lnto effect during thls attack. The Tulut* 

Transport Opération van suceessfully co«plotod on the lOthiand l^th, 

J. I Attaok Uttaofe m ths Horesby Base.) 

A reoonnals^aiiGa aads the Port Horesby Base. tç> to $700 
aoûts on the 12th rovealed that tî&73 vor« 55 lare* plaûo* and 80 saal l 

planes at their Sa 2 to Ho 6 aiarf le Ida. Stotheroe*** there were on* 

large transport and two'iaediutt transports anchoxtd therc* 

Our largo nass ferontiom consisting of aedlu» attaok 

planes (21 OHtJïO) from the Attack Unit, 76 fighter pianos f ro» the CloiO 

Çover Unit, and 55 fighter planes fro» the Intercepter Unit» a total of 

tfit pianos» svooped dovn on the airf ields and anchoragee* fo 2# Ko % 
and Ho 6 Air f ie lds were blanketed with our bombe and great explosion* or 

f ires vere etarted in 11 places. In addition, half of the 1*0 to ¡¡0 cad

ras oheltors at lo 6 a i r f l o ld vere deetroyed, We shot dom 88 «nojay 

pianos and sank ono transport* FIto 6f our pianos vent dovm in suicide) 

attacks in thio great victory. 

. i Tl attack {Attack ©a ahipping in the Babi Areae) 

-sa 

'M 
îae tint and second roconftalesanee oarried ont ou the morminf 

of the Vm ygwnalod that taere vere 10 U r g o transportât mi t<№ m№M 

plcn*s à*ft»K> tl№*r plOM' *w» *«pa on tM 4^l|^|-^'4î^î»^|:*^t|M| 







èM^^^aMÈiÉf^^i 'vÌMaì»<mkmk^i*Ìag <mt «tófcatM *ttva'ti* 
* plannsd io nakt am* ÉJp 

... ,.jjm\^Mte ef W t l ter %h» fttxpest of snootarasin* £*№t Uno troops. Qn 

V J h ^ ^ e V mec*s*a*led bar the Chief of *%eff and « te f f neabers, deperto* 

HABA&¿ at OJOO hottrs< on tuo medium ettaok planos eseorted byr alno fl¿hter| 

planos. Whlls proeeeding tovard BOXI they vere-attacked by 30 SOM ed* 
• •* 

V 

%nsny- planos orar the vaters west of BUIH. The piane carrying Commauder-

in-Chlef YAMAMOTO f e l l in the Jungles north of BOII and the Chlef of Sta f fU 

piane f e l l inte the sea. fhis disaster resultad in the death of the OonesM» 

der-in-Ghief, serere injuries te the Chlef of Staff, and maey casualtles 

amene the staff members. Thls loss of Ada. TARROTO, vho «ne held in rener-

ation hy a l i amy and navy officers and men, dealt an almoet unbearahle 

blov to the morale of a l i the milltary forces. Tice Àdmiral (£$L/|jjF )# 

vho vas seeond in coamand, took tenporary oomnand of the Oetibined i l e e t . 

lev over, Adm. KQQA, Minelohi Ct?1^ Oommander of the China Arem 

Aeet t vas appolnted Oonmander-in-Ghief of the Oombined Yleet. Gn the 25th 

he teak over the comaand of the Comblned Tleet. 

Ci 

M 
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1« i i « a l i # l a launching i%* second counteroff*n*iT* lu the 

Are*, directed i t * attack toward aSffl&GÎA and IA33A9 lef* l a ta* -

l a t iar part df « M l . However, « a offcaslre prior to these operation* wa* 

otattéTla thé AX8BTXAI Island* oa 12 May, laadlaf on ATTO Island oa fni 

***** day. A* this eaeay offensive bore a direct throat to our homeland* 

operation* l a the Southeast Araa were narkedly curtailed. The GoaMàdor» 

ln~Calef of the Coahiaod f leet traneferred about 20 percent of the for*** 

l a the courue of being assigned or available for assignment l a the Iouth~ 

east Area to the lortheast Area and he v hiaself t van traneferred to Î0IT0 

Bar * re * TROT Island oa 22 Hay, in preparation for operation* both in the 

Southern Area and the Hart hern Area. 

2. The enemy aade a landing on HUSSSL Island oa 21 Hay, hastily 

constructed an advance a i r f i e ld and actively employed tale f i e ld f ro * tarn 

early part of May, aainly to etreafthea i t * control of the a i r v i ta email 

aircraft around KUHDA, K010MBABOABA and southern BOOOAIfiYIIM. I t alee 

appeared that RtJSSXL Island was actively used as a base for saall-type 

ship* and craft . Qa the other hand* l a IW OTIMA the enemy maintained 

a group of airbases la BOTA and 1*8 Areas and the OttBH STAHLKT HangOf 

gained ooatrol of the a i r l a the las , ealamaua and Jlaeeahafea Area* and 

coapletely severed our supply l iaes to those areas. The following 1* » 

suaaary of enemy a i r raids. ~ v 

'Til 

^ ^ - ^ ^ A r e % 
ITâte Ceatrai SOLOMOBs *AiA«At iA^ 

March 700 JrlaaoT* ylanes %̂  
• V "- • ' - ^ 

.Vs Afcrll 500 1 planes - * • 

May m ••• 
-





k. < The nunberof %r^^T^Ml^ J[t9<i^t^ 08A&*L& 

. t * * t ? k ^ r H W ^ ; 4 * th*JTev a ^ ^ ^ ^ f i g r ^ i . 

^fl«M«;jpa tlM*« « m t wr» tfaoww*UrW»tainp4 and i t « * • •fttia«Ud 

life' 

m 

t )£ t ' a great auaount of arms and va* materiel hid been accumulated. 

batt»-«b 1'to l o 9 on (mnKLOAML Island were especially veil ksp* up, a 

narlamffl of $00 aircraft vero counted at times* 

3U... Our situation. 

1. Because of the enemy attack on ATOT Island on 12 Kay, i t 

seemed that attention was concentrated on the northern Area Operations tem

porarily and that the Southeastern Area was left to the responsibility of 

the forces in that area* However, spurred by the concentration of enemy 

troops and by their act ire operations in the Southeastern Area from about 

the middle of June, a study to regain the initiative was conducted at the 

Imperial Headquarters by, f i r s t of a l l , an active offenslre operation im 

the HS&f QUIHSA Area* This operation was concerned vith the seisure of a 

group of bases on the OWCH STAHLRT Range which vas a direct obstacle to 

the operations in the HEW GUIBEA Area, particularly to the transportation 

operations* In addition, it was concerned with drawing the enemy into m 

tropical jungle area to corner them by Jungle warfare at which we vere 

adept and to which they were^not accustomed* from the Mary, one parachute 

unit (TOKO ITTOKU) (TH presumably TQKOSuTA 1 Special Vara! Landing IpT**) 
and a part of the base air force was to oo-operate with the army operation* Jg§ 

thmestudy and preparations for this operation were pfnele* 

ward in the f ie ld from the latter part of June* Hew ere r, because of-the 

extreme diff iculty of constructing a road necessary for assault and equgel 

difficulty in the transportation of provisions to the forvard areas, 4i№ 

realisation of this operation van r e g a r d to be gcltc a task, e U * ^ - - * ^ 3 § | 

execution before- the latter part of August vs* « ^ ^ f ) ^ i l ^ J M ^ ^ % 

Severer, due to the enemy1* eoimterotfenslvo nt'thê Med 4b-f^^MS^^ -fcSB 
operation va* autolel||^^y oa^fll^d* 
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<Jp f r ^ o p - 0 ^ i U U a l a m Area oa 30*auue №^00- * , 

the eneay eouuterof fens ire 1st H2HD0VA and HASSATJ Bejffl Afto^ ? 

4fformal fro* (H7A&ASCAHAL Island, oar forces, which vara s t o a a i l | ^ i ^ 0 

foroJLat their military strength hy a diversion of troops l a the South- * 
• • • • %• 

eastern; Area, had, apre or l ess , the following troop disposition at tne^ J* 

time when the eneay opened the second phase of i ts count eroffens ire in dthe 

Southeastern Area oh 30 June. , > 

f 

3 



smà&Émmm&mm,. » . Btspesitioa of land fore*s. 

army -Arma 

Southeast Betacba«nt Bead-
quarter*; 229 Segiaent. 

13 U l t ima i 

1 Infantry battalion 

h Infantry battalions,; 
1 median arti l lery ' 

battaliom. 

I. * 

1 caralry regiment; 
1 aountaln art i l lery 

batte**» 

1 iafantry battalion; 
1 aouatala«rt i l lery 

lavai force 

S Combined f^ecÉal lavai 
lending lore* Headquarters; 
iure 6 Special lavai 
landing Force. 

lokosuka 7 Special maral 
landing fàrce 

7 Combined Special lavai 
landing force Headquarters; 
Care 7 Special lavai 
Landing force 

22 

1 Base ?nit BemdQuartere; 
Sasebo 6 Special lavai " 
landing Forccis 

Seme troops for anti
aircraft defense come 
s traction. 

Detachment of Saeebo 6 
Special lavai Landimg 
fere» . 

S3 Ouard Unit 



' lu Iftspoéttlfca of land forets. ' (contd) 

Hilf 
$&co - Arar' force Htval force Airfield 

BABAU!» 

f Antl-aircraft Headquarters 
and № lltaehed uuits; 3* 
Dirlsloa Headquarter* 

Southeast Aram f leet Head
quarters; S Hee t Head
quarters f * laue Hait Read-
quarters; ITnlte^ attached to 
the Southeast Area fleet 

^ ^Malir̂ aal teste? 

trarrà 
/ISC 

ì;^£ffautr7 battalions* also 
folies waiting in readiness to 
awe forward to MV GüIHEA. 

Detachment of the SI Guard 
toit. 

1 iafantry battalion Detachment of the 21 guard 
unit 

51 Division Headquarters 7 Base Unit Headquarters; 
82 guard unit. 

2 Infantry battalions? Sasebo 5 Special lavai Itanding 
Force 

Total army aai§i»val 
strength - I approxiaat 
15,000 (of i n ^ ^ Ä o ; 
f*tol*tóa för « j * S ^ £ 

IXBSCHHAF2I 1 Shipping Group Headquarters Detachment of Sasebo; 5 special 
Yaval. landing force 

Hone 

18 Army Headquarters; 
20 Division Headquarters 

M Divi sica Headquarters 2 Special Base Unit Head-
quarters 

fötal army andyna^*^ 
etreagta - approximately 
20,000 

Total army 
strength - a: 
20,000 $ 

23 



^•^Щ^^'ф f|s Щ*$ <vhiU * w t ^ (?«&b***ed m e t (*h* « 

* t tiufeffe* assisting ;*m the^Seaibiaet Area operations* ! 

— ; . Air forces, ' 

Forcee^lmilt around the I I Air fleet ae their nucleus* 

Approximately 300 planes (deployed principally on the 
< 

BISMABC* Archipelago andV in the H or them SOMKCflfe Area). 

Air forces directly attached to the 8 Area Armyt Approxi

mately 180 planes, (deployed principally in the HEW GOT SUA area). 

C. Enemy landings and our oonnter attacks. > 

From early morning of 30 June, strong enemy forces started to 

land simultaneously at ВДНЮТЛ. HASSaU Bay, WICKHAM, WOODLARK,, and WOT. 

we carried out naval and air counterattacks in the Hcv Georgia Area, re in

forced army troops, carried through supplies to meet dally consumption, 

and continued our fierce counterattacks over a long period. Hovever, we 

were overwhelmed by the enemy's material and military strength, and 

finally on Ik August, had to inaugurate the withdrawal of our forces free 

the Kunda Area to ^КОШФлНОАНА Island. On the following day, 15 August, 

the enemy landed on VEbLA LATEUA Island, and our army in the lev Georgia 

area became completely isolated from its own forces to the rear. 

Ae soon as the Kunda area operations became cr i t ica l in the middle 

of August Imperial Headquarters concluded that there vas во way to recover 

the initiative, and en 1J August Issued Imperial Headquarters lavy Staf f 

Section Directive Bo 267 converting the operations of the central Solo

mons area into a delaying action, and directing them to withdraw to the 

rear strategic line between the latter part of September and the 

part of October* -'; 

fhe агДГ emd the -.navy-, forces in the f ie ld ejgge^eft^lte 

-;|Ша1Л:У%.-т of k?$iv%0$l$t .m^ l|%l te *#/ i 



1»; 

^^^0^ 0«» «wf *J» dtev* •tr.ntfh. tJ» » » wan I M S thaa 5,000 wn» 

ve**p~' " battle. ^Moreover, the reinforcement of troops, the replenish

ment of supplies, and naval and a i r counterattacks were practically ifc*, 

possible because of enemy, intsrfsrenoe and also because of operations in the; 

Central SOLOMOMs. Consequently, since the brave struggle rested upon the < 

shoulders of those stationed there without the reinforcenent of a single 

soldier, their f a l l vas only a natter of tine. Therefore, on JO August 

Imperial Headquarters decided as per Imperial Headquarters navy St i f f 

Section Xtlreetlve so 871 to withdraw the forces in the above area to the 

Sampler Strait area.. 

On k September the enemy landed In FOPGX* (TH Presumably, HOPOI) 

and on 5 September enemy paratroopers captured the region around the Medrlb 

Airfield so that our forces in the lae and. Salamaua Areas became surreUn&eeV 

oh three sides. Ae the var situation grew worse, our troops in the above 

areas began to withdraw on 12 September to the Sie Area, battling mil the 

may vith the mud, mountains, cold and humidity. On the ¿2nd, the enemy 

landed anev in fUBGHHAMH and our strategic position grew suddenly vorse. 

the diff iculty of our withdrawal through the Jungles can be clearly eew |$; 

the fact that our losses in military strength rose to approximately 

cent. A summary of the course of operations in the central SOIOtQVs and> 

the lae and Salamaua areas w i l l be given again under different headings. 

hi 
ir-4; 



. As BàiBQr Landing on RERDOVA 

. Judging from the infiltration of enemy forces into the Gatukni 
Inland and Vangunu Island Aran** tho active movements of enemy ships 
and aircraft in tho southern Solomons Area, and from tho radio intelli-
genoe of tho latter part of «Tune, it was concluded that the enemy oounter-
offensive was drawing near* Therefore, in the latter part of June* the 
air attack forces were first asseabled in the Bain Area and deployed for 
interception. Special attention was given to reconnaissance and to the 
security of the Central Solomons area, but after the 26th the enemy move
ments slowed dem somewhat. It was Judged that recant enemy movements 
had bearing on a large eeale reinforcement operation in the Qumdaleanal 
Area, and consequently, the deployment for interception by the sir unite 
was tAsçHirarlly called off. 

At midnight on the 29th submarine Ro-lQ3 discovered over seven enemy 
silhouettes while patrolling south of GATDKAI Inland. Following this, 
KOLOMBANGARA Island was attacked by two destroyers, and before damn of 
the 30th the airfield on 5H0BTLAHD and BAXXAtS Lûandeiwe also sailed. 
Moreover, the garrison force on RERDOVA Island reported to have sighted 
silhouettes of enemy ships in RENDOVA Bay, 

Thus, the situation became more critical and finally at 0530 hours 
on the 30th a large enemy force started to land on the northern coast of 
HBHDOVA, Coinciding with this landing, the enemy landed a part of its 
forces on VZR0 and fflCKHAH and also at the ease time conducted landings 
at IASSAD Bay and on WOODLAHK Island in the Hew Qulnea Areata , 

The next enemy eouater*;t%S^v^ was sstimated In various mays and 
a series of measures was taken (TH to meet tho situation). Hcwmver, m 
hardly anticipated that they (TB the enemy) would first eeettpy the small 
inlands across (TH from MOTDA) at the time of the imraslen of KWDAand 
that they would pros 
fiî^à^aï ^ ̂Ze9 On) ŝfâ5rtŴ êlîÛsy(̂  %. ÊfeMKLV̂fcêf*̂  » ̂otŵK** e)elemVMflsmwaft̂£ ^̂(4. ̂ SBXQG^t^i ^ŒfËË^jËfÊjf^ 
e^o^te^ . „ . ^ 

^ - ̂ ^̂ *̂ ̂ ^̂^̂ ĵ̂ ŝ̂^̂^̂ R̂̂^ êjêîpjseŵêi ̂ jSl̂gnH'ĵsĵ^̂  

Hi 



^Ш** Щт Air Forces closely co-operated and completely 

not only our poeitioa* but al io the Ibavda a n d K c U i i & g i r i 

. and a l l the while evaded the e e i m t e r a ^ t e ^ of our ground 

forces. Могвотеп^ they f i r s t landed on̂ RSNDOTA Island, and thus captured 

a eound operational key point which was not only located vary near the 

main landing paint bat alga most conveniently situated for the next attack) 

thereafter they advanced toward the main 1,ending point* 

the enemy, having profited from the experience of the night attacks 

by our surface forces off GUADALCANAL Ialand f adopted tactics of rapid 

and hasty disembarkation during the day hoars when they landed on HENDOVA 

Island, Hie convoy returned promptly to the rear base during the day 

hours and only surface forces for security measures were l e f t during the 

nigjht* The speedy disembarkation of the enemy was absolutely aairaculous. 

The convoy sailed after completing debarkation within two and a half hours 

after arrival In port. Almost superhuman speed in the construction of 

positions was displayed, as the enemy began f ir ing heavy guns within 27 

hours after the entry of the convoy Into port. 

B* Our counterattack measures for the time being* 

1* In connection with the simultaneous counteroffensives of the 

enemy in the SOLOMONS and ШГ GUINEA, our basic policy on oountarattaok 

operations was to secure the SOLOMONS and to hold out on NEW GUINEA, For 

the time being, i t was decided to concentrate and use the greater part of 

the decisive naval and a i r strength in the Solomons Area* 

2« On the front facing the enemy oo unteroffeaal£«^, the Navy was 

entrusted mainly with the land and sea defenses in the Central Solomons 

Area. In the New Guinea Area the Amy was in charge of the land (TN de

fense) and the Navy in charge of the sea (TR defense). As a ru le , the 

Navy was responsible for the a i r operations in the Solomons Area* while 

the Army was in charge mainly of the a i r operations in the New Guinea Area, 

However* at the time of the enemy oounta re^ fue j ^^ i t was decided at the 

beginning to withdraw the majority of thd Army Ai r Forme's attack strength 

to the Solomons area in compliance with the decision to secure tbe -ШЬЩШЬ 
» 3 « At that Цее. ШгН*А . е * г « а д о | ^ seattored in the 

fiuka and Mia^;-*rfaa either fcr maintenance or for traw*>*rt xiuty* 



V 6 
operation*ш***г surface ***** enter ememy *mei»re*ca* d^#$t 
•Ic.aftd then escape) with those ships and smaller craft readily атаliable 
fer desauchmemt, and the remaining- forces were te quickly either 1» the 
Babael area to gradually prepare for counterattacks. 

t*. It vas decided to seed forward Immediately to the Southeast 
Area the air strength which was either waiting in readimees or preparing 
for debauchment la the homeland area, and also to concentrate in the Seat 
east area the submarines presently operating or being serviced in the l|» 
Area, furthermore, of the 2 fleet, one cruiser and four destroyers were 
(И sent) as reinforcements to the Southernst Area* 

5. Strength of the Southeast Area fleet available for the deolsiv 
engagement at the time of enemy landings* . 

a* Air strength 
53 Land-based attack planes* 
83 Fighter planes 
13 Bombers (light) 
20 Reconnaissance seaplanes 

b. Baval strength 
1 Cruiser 
8 Destroyers 
8 Submarines 

C. Our 'Blitzkrieg* Attack 
the enemy landings at TITO and WIОКНАМ were dealth with by our 

forces there. Orders to withdraw to the Munda area were given at am ерДО*» 
tune time and at the same time all the counterattacking forces vers снИИМИ** 
trated on the enemy that landed on НШ7*, 

1. Air attacks 
On the 30th plans were made to neutralize enemy air power im 

the Bendova Area and to at tack enemy convoys* Our naval air un̂ te, em
ploying 72 fighter planes, 26 medium attack planes, and I еагИе^ЬЩ# 
bombers, carried out a daylight attack on the Hendova Area, sv*kl*£ *Vé 
attacks in the èomtmmuad: one. tutus n**«rmeom* . wntle cî aglng ЩШШ' 

• 1МЕ1^^:Щ^^ФФ^ Ж 'ефЛае *&* «4*4*1*. we es 
•. >e^|y ctfuvoĵ en t*ê  16гету loseeV were 
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U i M l reported included the slaking of fire transports and many email 
craft, sotting fire to one point in the damp area, and the shooting dowa 
of 23 eaeajr planes* severer, 11 of ear planes failed to return or aade 
forced landings. 

She Amy decided to discontinue air assault operations as a re
sult of aountlag casualties suffered in the two air assaults* 

2* the Surface Force (T0BARI and nine destroyers), which received 
support from seaplane scout lag (¥1 units), split up Into two forces and 
raided tne anchorage at RESSOVA at GQOO hours on the 3rd* fhey shelled the 
enemy's debarkation point for approximately 10 miautes and caused fires to 
break out* On their return trip they engaged an enemy motor torpedo coat 
unit and aank one of its craft* 

3* On the 2nd the enemy began a bombardment of the Muada Sector 
with heavy artillery which it had Uaded at RKSBGTA. 0a the 3rd it began 
a new landing on RSBiASa* (TS Presumably BOVIASA) Island* It appeared that 
it had completed its landing on the 4th* It began bombardment of K 8 № vita 
hoary artillery on RUBlAlA* Island* 

The air supremacy of the enemy air forces was complete aad the 
bombing of our positions was intensive* The results of our feeler counter-
attacks agtlnst sueh a anterior enemy were qfttestionable* 

£• Army and lavy operational agreemeat] the opealag of emergency 
transport operations! and the moving forward of the higher headquarters. 

1* Operational agreemeat~~l>etween the 8 Area Army and the South
east Area Fleet were established on the Uth* the esseatlal points wore as 
follows 1 

a* The mala operation wae to be directed a galas t the Central 
SOLOWGSSj this area was to be secured. 

b* the defeases in the mew Georgia Area were to be immedla* 
tely strengthened* 

o* foe mow Guinea Area wae to be held by local units in that 

d* She Army was to eead immediately approxi#tely ^.OOfr 
to the Central SOIXKOs* as reinforeemeRts. aaval^veseele wore to fee Ц 
priaoipally f er their traaspertatlea* 

.2«. • laitial transportation -of edldlereV^sja i 
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«as staged, la the rlcinity of KOIOKBASGARA ai aidaient of the aaaa day 
with four enemy cruisers and other ships. An enemy cruiser and des
troyer were sunk. However, due to interference by the enemy surf ace 
force, we were not able to attain our landing objective, and returned to 
SHOETLABD. Imperial Headquarters called this the U June light Battle of 
KULA Gulf. 

The enemy, on the other hand, again stepped up its offensive 

operations. On the kth it began landings at ВШФ* (ТВ Presumably HI СИ) 

Bay. Next, on the 5th, It attempted to make a landing at BA1B0K0; how

ever, it was repulsed by our g&rrieon force in the Balroko Area. 

In.view of the enemy's operational development, the situation re

quired the Immediate reinforcing of our forces in the Central SOLOHONS. 

3» On the 5th, our second troop transport operation to iCOLDtt-

BANGARA was carried out under the following plana 

Support Unit 

Commander: Commander of 3 destroyer Squadron 

Strength: Three destroyers 

First Transport Unit 

Commandera Ship Commander of 30 Destroyer Division 

Strengths Three destroyers, 

second Transport Unit 

Commanders Ship Comm aider of 11 Destroyer Division 

Strengths Jour destroyers. 

In this transport operation also, in the waters northeast of 

KOLGKBAHGARA, opposition was encountered from an enemy cruiser and several 

destroyers at midnight on the 5th, and the transport operation had to be 

made under pressure. The 1 Transport unit, for the most part, success* 

fully accomplished its landing. However, the 2 Transport unit engaged in 

action with the enemy. One destroyer ran aground on the eastern shore of 

HOIOKBAHGARA Island <The majority of the troops debarked and proceeded to 

their base by land). T̂wo of the destroyers abandoned plane f or lattdlag. 

The remaining destroyer Лил the only one which was able to eater the 
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anchorage and euncsssfally coaplete debarkation. The ASAZ9SI, flagship 

of the Support Unit, was sunk during this engagement with the enemy, and 

one destroyer was damaged. However, we sank one enemy cruiseri and an 

enemy cruiser and three destroyers were either eet af i re or severely da

maged, Ve succeeded in landing 850 troops, laperlal Headquarters called 

this night battle, the 6 July Sight Battle of KBIA Gulf. 

4. The Gommander of the Southeast area Fleet, on the 6 July 

transferred the Admiral's Flag from RABAUL to OTII in order to alter the 

grave situation and to raise the morale of a l l the forces. Prior to this, 

on the 5th, the Commander of the 8 Fleet had advanced to SB0BTLA&D on 

board the CHOKAI. Such being the case, the naval units operating in the 

Southeast Area put forth their fu l l efforts and advanced to the Sfein and 

Short land Areas which indicated their resolute determination to recapture 

HUHBA* 

F. General enemy situation and our counter measures of 7 Jaly. 

1. On k July, the enemy, occupying RUB I AHA* Island three days 

after the landing on RSHDOVA. landed to the east and to the west of the 

Munda Airf ield, and at Port ESOGAI and Rice Say located on the eastern 

shore of KULA Gulf. The enemy further executed a pincers movement from 

the north and the south on the Honda Sector, a strategic point on HSV 

GEORGIA Island, and proceeded to out off our sea transport route to this 

sector. Furthermore, enemy aircraft attacks on our positions in the 

Munda and Kolombangara areas became intense. Con&e .ueatly, the fato of 

the KundaSector became a matter of time but the heaviest blow to our 

side was the blockade of KOLA Gulf. 

2. The plan of naval units in the area to alter the (TH un

favorable si tuatloa of the) operations la the Central Solomons Areat . 

a. JffiW GEORGIA, a key outpost for B0U0AIHVILLB Island, to 

be secured at a l l costs. 

b . Reinforcement of approxiaatcly one division of army 

troops to be requested for the *ew Georgia Area under the al^ve^meatioaod 

plea? The plan for the deployment of troops was ae follows! 

HlfflB Jay area • Approxiaately'2,000 aen. 

Doe'lb *0%2( 



Sector Eaat (Aikawa (¿3 "1 ) Area) of Kumua Airfield -
3,000 sea. 

Bftbiana* Area - 2,000 asm 
To be used at as attack force - U,000 sea 

c. Military preparations for the See Guinea area would be 
strengthened if the Hew Georgia Area could be defended. 

3« the opinion of the 8 area Amy in regard to the foregoing 
nary plan. 

a. Army central authorities had no intention of reinforcing 
the sew Qeorgia Area. 

b. The 6 Area Amy harbored doubts that BOTOAIBVTLLB Island 
could be secured; further metre, confidence to alter the war situation in 
the Sew Guinea Area was completely lacking. 

c. The reinforcement of approximately one division to 
strengthen the defense of BOUGAINVILLE Island was considered, 

k. The above plan did not progress as desired because of the 
differences in opinions as stated in the foregoing between the Amy and 
Savy in the local area concerning the Central Solomons operations* 

0. BeJuHorcemente to the Southeast Area* 

1. Air Strength, 
The following reinforcements to the area were made on 2 

July, 
a. Planes from aircraft carrier BTUHO - 25 fighter planes 

and 28 (TH light) bombers. 
b, land-based air power, (21 Air flotilla) - 20 fighter 

planes, 12 land-based attack planes, and 2 reconnalssande 
planes, 

2 . Submarine strength - approximately eight submarines (Possible 
to concentrate the entire strength by the latter par,* of July. . 

3 . Saval strength. 
a, 30 June * one cruiser and three destroyers. 
b. 7 July - due cruiser and three, destroyers, 
o. 8 July «» 7 Cruiser PlvlB ion ( z sruAeeme)* 
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U. Gradual commitment of troops, as shorn above, could not 
regain the initiative in the combat situation in the central Solomons 
area, and since the replacement a could barely offeet the losses, the 
difference in strength of our forces and the enemy's remained as great 
as ever. 

B. Emergency reinforcement of land forces and the moving forward of 
the 13 Begiment *o BAIROKO. 

1. The Commander of the 8 Fleet, laying special importance on 
regaining the initiative in the combat situation in the vicinity of lUIa 
Qulf, assumed direct command of tfca flagship, CHS&Al, two cruisers and 
four destroyers to transport land forces to reinforce the above vicinity. 
They departed from &HOBTШШ at 1700 ho;*rs of the 9th and succeeded in 
landing 1,200 troops on KOLOMbUiiGARA at midnight of the same day. 

2. The 13 Infantry Begiment (Strength - 1,300 troops), which 
was defending KOLQMbAi*GARA, completed its movement to BAIROKO by small 
craft on the evening of the 9th. Following this, the 1,200 troops that 
lanaed on KQLOMBABGARA on the evening of the 9th also moved forward to 
BAIROKO on the 10th inu Joined with the 13 Infantry Begiment on the 11th. 

3. The emergency transport of land troops on 12 July. On the 
12th, one light cruiser and five destroyers under the command of the 2 
Bestroyer Squadron Commander, escorting four destroyers that were trans
porting 1,200 troops sortied from aROBTLAHP* While maneuvering through 
the sea north of KQLCKBANGARA, they engaged four enemy cruisers and sevw 
oral destroyers In the eea northeast of аЮШМВаВОаВА at midnight of the 
sane day. Although one (ТВ enemy) ship was sunk and another set afire, 
one of our ships, the JIHTS& was sunk. While the support unit was en
gaged in battle the transport unit departing from ТШЛ (hit completed 
disembarkation on KOLOKBABOARA and returned safely. The Imperial Head-
quarters designated this night battle as the Bight Battle of 12 July off 
the Coast of KQIflMBABOaRA. 

I. Situation of land operations during the middle of July and the 
co-operation of the air units in the land fighting. 

1. In the early part of July, the enemy, vho readied Itself 
to launch a pincers attack on the Munda area from the north and the soul̂ t̂  
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gradually increased Ita military strength end attacked B.URGgO, the main 
body adYanoing from the east of the kunda Airfield and a part from Rice 
Bay and Snogal Areas* On our aide, the main body of the 8 Combined 
Spoetai naval landing Force, together with a greater part ef the Seuthf 
east Detachment, guarded the ttunda Airfield Sector, while the Sure 6 
Special Sa vai Landing Force defended the Sice Bay Area. On 10 July the 
Kure 6 Special <Haval Landing Force Area was reinforced by a part of the 
13 Begiment, which came from KOLOHBAHOABA Island, and the Hunda4 Sector 
was reinforced by the greater part of this regiment* In the latter sec
tor, (Tfi our force) engaged tho enemy in fierce combat in the vicinity 
of AlKAWA on several occasions and inflicted heavy losses on them. Sow-
ever, our losses, too, mounted, and gradually it because necessary to re
duce our front. 

On Ik July, the army force guarding the Kunda Sector, the 
main body of the craok 229 Regiment, launched a count ero f f ènei ve*5 end 
Touted the enemy to the Al&AfcA Area. However, on 17 July, the last daring 
organized fighting, where even counter* land lags were made near the mouth 
of the AlKAWA Hi ver, was being carried out. In the Bice and Snogai Arene» 
the lU-centlmeters batteries of SNOGAI opposed the enemy landings effeo» 
ti rely, and our side vas carrying on admirably; but on 1 1 July these 
batteries fell into enemy hands and our force in that area gradually with* 
drew to BAIBOKO. Thus, in the Munda and Balroko areas, our forces vero 
overwhelmed by the superiority of the enemy land units and by the over-all 
might of their concerted sea and air action in support of the land fighting. 

The final stage of organized reslstence was approaching, a 
force of approximately 170 men came from the Viru Area by the overland 
route and Joined the main body of our foroe in the sector north of K0NBA 

on the 18th. 
2. Together with the growing gravity of the war situation in 

the Solomons area, our air force concentrated its entire strength and effe» 
gaged in such missions as neutralising enemy air supremacy of the skies 

over MUKDA, launching night* raids on the enemy's rear bases to cojafufs 
them, attacking supply damps at landing points* protectingour r# :|^i|^i||^^ 

•ai 



units, and cutting off the enemy's rclaforeeaeate. la particular, car 

attack on enemy figfoter planée steadily obtained good results* but i t was 

extremely difficult to neutralise the enemy air force which wae noticeably 
superior both in number and replacement strength. Conversely, it came to 

a point where the enemy conducted mass raids on the Buin Area, which wae 
our central base for small-type planes, for the purpose of de s troy lag our 
air strength and nullifying this base. Their raids on BUI В on the 17th and 
lSth,vlth approximately l60 and 1$0 planes respectively, clearly indi
cated their plan. However, our air force's counterattacks over the base 
were fierce, and 87 enemy planes were shot down on the aforementioned two 
days. Moreover, our air force displayed such skill that less than 10 of > 

our planée failed to return, and the enemy1 s aim to destroy our base was 
completely thwarted. 

J. Operation to destroy the ев®m fleet in ША Oulf• 

1. For some time our transportation to KOLQHBAHGARA Island had 
been impeded at frequent intervals by the enemy naval units. Therefore, 
operational transportation did not make headway according to out dee 1res. 
Thus, setting the date for the 19th, first, the destruction of the enemy 

naval strength in the Knla Oulf area and, together with this action, the 
transportation of equipment, ammunition, and approximately 300 aen to 
KQLOMBAAiGABA Island by utilising three destroyers, was to be attempted 

by joint action of the entire Southeast area surface strength. 

2. In this operation, a part of the surface force (1 Carrier 

Division, 6 Squadron, Ю Squadron, KOOAMI, GTOSO, HISSHIH, and 1 des
troyer) , which had been alerted for the northeast operation* was to 
start out from the INIAHD Sea on Ю July and advance to ТЕ1Ж. Thus, it 
became possible for our surface force in the Central and South PACIFIC 
to operate more f lexibly, and, even in the Southeast Area, to conduct 
aggressive operations. 

3* Participating strength. 
Г 
l ight action forces 
7 âquadroa (2 cruisers) , CSSl&l J Best rayer 

Squadroa (1 l ight cruiser, 6 destroyers) / 
v 
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Transport units 3 destroyers 
Air force! approximately 10 reconnaissance 
seaplanes* 

4 

k. Progress. The night action force and the transport nuit 
sallied forth from BAB ДО* and S30BTLASD respect ire ly and joined forces at 
1730 hours on the 19th in the B0ÏÏ6A1BTILLE Strait. At midnight of the 
same day, the night action force and the transport unit separated in the 
waters northwest of TSLZA LAYBLLA Island. The night action force sort led 
into the northern waters off KOLOKBABOABA Island while the transport unit 
steamed south through the VSLLA Qulf. 

At a little past twelve midnight, the night action force en
gaged in combat with an enemy torpedo bomber unit (over 5 planes) on the 
seas north of Ш-LA Qulf. The destroyer YTJOUBB was hit and sunk, and 
the ХШШЮ was hit by a torpedo, its rudder damaged, and its speed re 
duced to 2k knots. At 0115 hours they were again bombed by enemy planes 

but did not suffer any damage. Then, too, the destroyer RITOBAMI, which 

was dispatched %o rescue the TUGUBS, vas not heard from after 0230 hours. 

in this manner, the night action unit sustained a surprise 
attack by enemy aircraft before contacting the enemy surface unit, and, 
after losing two destroyers, left the scene of the battle and returned 
to ВАВАШ* on the 20th* The transport unit succeeded in disembarking em 
KQLOMBABGARA Island, covered by the night action force, but on its re* 
turn trip it fought with enemy planes* Although two ships suffered 
slight damage, they were able to return to ВАВА0Х». 

Instead of achieving our aim of destroying enemy naval 
strength in this operation, i t resulted in losses to our side by the sur

prise attack of enemy planes and in the reduction of our пата! power* 
K* Situation in land operations during the lutter part of /ely and 

the tact leal command policy for land warfare thereafter. 

1. Situation of land operations in toe lands, areas. 

Shay maim JTorse of -the 22J m̂ Ûhemt, eiiieÀ turned the 

t a еэм**^*-*t^ 
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suffered steadily noun ting casualties. By nightfall of the 19th* cemmuni-

eatlon (ТЙ with the a bore regiment) had been completely severed. There

fore, positions were moved to the rear, and the battlefront was shortened 

to the line connecting the Huada airfield and BAXHOFO. However, the 

enemy thrust a wedge midway between BAI&OKC and the Honda Airfield and 

added a threat to our north and south communications. Thus, within a 

period of ten days, the Munda Airfield had to be abandoned, which became 

the import ant turning point of the Central Solomons с imp sign. 

2. Subsequent tactical command policy for the Central Solomons 

Area. 

a. In view of the bit tie situation in the Munda uid the 

Kolombangara Areas, it was seen that it would be extremely difficult to 

secure the above places, so the policy was revised to hold out as long as 

possible. 

b. Attempt should be made to sustain the ftunda and the Kelom-

bangara areas, to maintain a supply line, to evacuate no a-combatants and 

the sick and wounded; ind every effort should be made to supplement the 

losses in the ranks of the combat tatti and to maintain combat strength. 

c. If it should become difficult to hold out, the bat tie line 

should be graoually reduced and withdrawn while Inflicting losses on the 

enemy, *nd a final stand ahoula be made vlthin the effectively protected 

sphere of BOUGAINVILLE Island baaed small pl%ues. 

d. BOUO&IOTILLB Island в ho old be etrengtheaed, especially in 

the south around the Short land Bay (TN Jlc) Sector and the Buka Sector 

and military preparations should be speeded up to secure the above areas;: 

approximately one division of army troops, a navy anti-aircraft defense 

unit, coast artillery personnel 1 should be sent as reinforcements. 

e. The strength of the base air force should be increased 

and a l l losses swiftly replenished mainly to out off' any enemy reinforce

ment s (concentrate on attacking enemy transport ships) and strongly push 

a campaign to reduce enemy strength, causing a breakdown in the fighting 

spirit of the enemy* 





(2) Гогеея under the command of the Ш Hoot. 

KO Two-plaee гмош1иш« seaplanes. 
32 Three-plAee reoonnalssaaec seaplanes. 

, The available foroo was about one-half of the 

above quoted figures, 

f • The Combined fleet attached importance to the operations 

la tbo southeast Area and proceeded on K August from the western part of 

the 1ШЛЕШ Sea toward Т&Щ tomsslst in the Southeast Area *Operatl one. 

L. Transport operations to send the Souths*ea K Garrison Halt to 

BOUQAlBTUiE AED викл. 

1. This transport program was an absolutely essential operation 

to direct the Central Solomons Area campaign smoothly. It was a part of 

the special transport operation of the task fores of the 3 fleet, which 

left JAP AH around the middle of June for the purpose of strengthening the 

defenses of the Bougainville Island Area quickly since the battle situat||aK 

in the central SOLOHOBS had become grave, and, moreover, there was unoaSsV 

ness that BCUGAIEVILLE Island would be quickly overrun. 
2 . The South Sea H Garrison Unit had been in readiness at ТЖШ 

to strengthen the defense of the inner South Seas, but the Imperial Bead* 
quarters navy Staff Section Direct ire Bo 299 sf 17 July transferred it eat 
of the Jurisdiction of the commander of the K Fleet to the jurisdiction of 
the $ Area Army Commander. The special feature of this unit was that It 
was heavily equipped. 

3« The transport plan. 
a. Participating strengths 

Buln Transport Haiti 
BISSAU 

3 destroyers 

Baka Transport Unit! 

2 destroyers 

1 
of 

10 ЬФЯ&Х** 



b . Carme. 

R i l l 
Area 

SlSeHXS 

*• 

¿18 Army personnel ty} navy personnel 

22 medium tanks 

15 automobiles and traotors 

16 f ie ld and anti-tank gone 

200 cans of fuel for tanks 

200 tons ammunition and provisions 

R i l l 
Area 

3 destroy*™ approximately 600 amy personnel 

20 tons ordnance, ammunition, and provisions 

OTA 2 destroyers approximately 1*20 amy personnel 

approximately ¿0 tons ordnance, ammunition* 

and provisions 
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o. Seeielon on thé tins for dockiag 

Since the BX3SHU malt, sehedulcd te dock la SBQETL4» 

vevOd require more than 10 toara ta diseabark daa to U t load of hesvy 

a n s , i t vas dooldod to oo-erdinate aeveaents to that dlseaharkatlen algjst 

o# earriad out throughous the night. The plan vas laid to advanee durlng 

tha dajr under the eover of cseort flghter planes 1s areas daninattd by 

eneuy planea and to doek at SBÛRTlAfiE at dusk. 

km Bunsmry of the progress. 

a. Bain transport (TS Opération). 

(SB The Bain Transport nnlt) sallied eut fron BaBaBL en 

21 «fuly at 201$ heurs. On the 22nd at 1350 hours l t vas attaoked by 12 
eneuy B-17s, 20 boabers, 2Q flghter planes, and 19 oarrler benbers. Xn 

spite of esoort by 16 f lghter planes, the B1SSKIS suetalned boub hits 

(s ix direot h i t s ) , and raging fires broke eut. Xt f inal 1/ sank at IH03 
hours (at a point 6°28' S 156° **5« B) . Vhile threo destroyers vere su-

gtgsd in the résous of personne 1 f re » the BlttEXI, the seeend vavo of 17 

eneuy B-17«s cane ovsr at l6l5 hours and drepped beubsj hovever, there vue 

no fanage. Peseue vork, vue diseontlnued at l6j0 heure for the tlne belag. 

(SB Tha destroyers) Beaohed BUXB at 1B15 hours and ooapleted the landtag 

opération at 2000 hours. They sallied out froa BGTXB and at 2200 heurs, 

rcachad the point vhere BIBSHIB sank. Vhile they vere engaged in rescue 

vork, the third vave of eneny planes eaae over at 2255 heure | t ho refere t 

they lof t three cutters at the scène and headed fer BABavX. 

Bxcept fer the 149 aen, vhe vere savad, IX&fIXB me a 

complete lees la thie tranepert (TB opération). Eevever, the three des

troyers suoeesded in f u l f i l l i u g the objectivée of tais transport opération* 

taouge the Bouth Seas k Oarrlsea unit lest a aajerity ef lté heavy euulp. 

ment and vas rcdueed to a feree having no cuti tandis* featuree. 

b . WUm transport (TI cperatleah ' 

Tve destroyers in oharg* ef the BOU. frsju^ert (ti 

Opération) sal l ied sut Ifruu BUUUJl. eu the 21st sud suueesetully d*efeed 

and ooapleted dlses^Hurkatiou eu fc«à eevthe *2auVat VÊÎMjmf^ 
turnad > o J U ü U ^ e u t a e ^ \J ":. 
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... iL ttUl treMfetfetlm^ the tastimi ШШЯЁ. 
n u the eut|lft* of? ef car supply lim« by ime enemy and Ito 

c*tei^re¿len of tuo l ^ e j p i e situation l a the lev Oeergia arma, tao r e 

plenishment of supplies to ttaat atea bsoema di f f icu l t , aouoror, the 

situation bad m M i peimt where, without isssedlete transportation of 

m sdnlmum supply of 12Û0 tomo of ammunitions amd previsions por mouth to 

tao 16,000 men, they would fimd i t di f f icult to hold out amy loagsr. 

Therefore, the Southeast Arma f leet headquarters rnadrn piamo 4to transport 

m total amount of 930 tomo of «aypiiss by ut i l is ing throe destroyers for 

thram tripe, ome submarine fer eix tripe» amd fishing beate mad bjr taking 

advantage of the moonless night period which etarte durlag the latter part 

of ¿uly. Bowerer, before the transportât ion by fishing beats amd submarine 

was carried out, the enemy lauded on TALLA LATXLLA Island oa 19 august. 

1. Three destroyers carried out the transport operation te 

КОХОШиЗОаЖЛ Island on the night of the 23rd. The ememy muda ite f i r s t 

attempt to interfere with the above transportation (CM operatleu) by 

motor torpedo b a t e in the ЖШЯШЖШк Area* Bowerer, the tfuaspert umlt 

repulsed them and succeeded Sa disembarkation. 

On the same night four enemy cruisers and three enemy dee» 

t royers appeared in the ВЛА talf area and bombarded ЬЯКаШКии amé 

ВАШДО Islands, but the transport mult did not encounter the ememy. 

г. On the night of 1 Amgast, the transport umlt (three duct royere) 

carried eut a transport operation to the ШШЖШкШША lelamd Caypfertaulely 

900 mem amd about IMO tame ef #seds), escorted by amé destroyer, maimly fay 

protect lem against ememy meter torpedo beate» mud succeeded l a disem

barkation, ta the way, i t eue bombed em tve oeeasleme by ememy plamee9 

but me damage resulted* К*reerer, it eagagsd im eesjbat with f i r e meter 

terpede beate im the ГШОЛ « e l f and sank three ef them. 

3« ta the night ef 4 august, «mila the fcrajsepert malt« umpssst 

ef three deetreyere amd a patrol umlt of eme deettuymr, man stemmlaf iertb 
im~* single т^Шт^ттШгШ nmrtmsrm emftranee ef ЩЯ* U l f &*Ят£ШРг 
peufjfc* "Of breuu^sertls^i ^̂Ŵ  »4SJ5P̂ Itê s) - te вО̂ ЛИААЩвати̂  ^^deesd^ n̂ b̂ 9^0^^Ш^ЁЁ^&0^^ 
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surprise torpedo attack from an enemy destroyer aalt which had previously 

arrived sad had Iain la wait to the east la the lee of KOZÄCTAMäARA 

Island. She three destroyers of the transport mit immediately broke late 

flames and sank, one after another. Only the destroyer on patrol survived 

and counterattacked. In this night action, t£© enemy had completely 

surrounded us with two cruisers, more than Tour destroyers, one plane, and 

four motor torpedo boats and launched a surprise attack by means of sk i l l * 

ful tactics. Because of this attack, the transport operation to XOI&MU 

BAH0ABA Island vat a-£0&plete failure and resulted at a single stroke, in a 

loss of three destroyers, which were sunk, 620 army personnel and approxi

mately 700 crew members, iurvivore numoered about 190 naval pereeaael and 

120 army personnel. 

This transport operation turned out to be the last rolaforoo 

ment and supply operation to the Central Solomon* &rea. 

U. During the time the vital tranaport operation to KOLOMBAHOABA 

Island was In progress, transport operations to BSKATA were carried out 

only once. That is to say, three destroyers reached B2KATA on the 27th at 

0100 hours and succeeded in transporting 100 men of the 7 Combined Spoeial 

Baval I*4ad Joree, who remained in ÄaBaüL, and approximately 100 teas of 

ammunition and provisions. On their return trip, they took aboard oae in

fantry battalion (approximately 820 men), which was scheduled to be trams* 

fsrred froa the Bokata Area to the auada area. They reached SBOBTLAaD oa 

the night of the same day. During this operation, they wore attacked by 

enemy pianos several times, but there was no damage. 

I. land operation situation in the Central Solomons Area during the 

early and the alddle part of August. 

Our forces la the auada Sector were continuing their f ierce. 

fighting en 30 July with the reinforcement of two battalions of the 230 
Begieeai, newly arrived froa KPLOHBABOABi Island. However, the losses of 

the 299 Begimeat steadily mounted and-there was no hope of regaining the 

initiative l a the battle situation. In addition* the eaeay'c shell lag 

and bombing l a the Jtuada Sootor became more and nore\ iatoaee, and the 
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Jungle (ТВ J^sunably. Jungle hideouts) was clemmed out by too shelling 
from кого them 50 piece* of artillery end by the bombing attacks of several 
scores of planes day after day. Against this overwhelming strength of the 
enemy's systematic attack, with the air and the land forces working as & 
unit, the magnificent fighting hy onr land troops was of no avail. Our 
land troops finally abandoned the Knnda Airfield on U August and were forced 
to reduce their Ifront to the sector north of the airfield. 

While proceeding by surface craft to the aid of КШГОА from KOL0H-
BAGARA Island, the 230 Regiment was attacked by enemy motor torpedo boats 
on the sea and (ТВ was forced to) land on RAABGA Island. Msanvhile, the N 

remnants of the 229 Regiment, which had been the main force in the Hunda 
Sector, also retreated to ВДАН&А Island on the kth. On the Sth, the enemy 
took possession of the Kunda Airfield Sector and immediately began putting 
the airfield into shape. Thus, the Sew Georgia Area front became un
tenable and the Southeast Detachment *nd the $ Combined Special Baval 
landing Force Read quarters withdrew to IOLOMBABGARA Island on tbs Stb for 
the time being to prepare for the next counterattack.. 

On the l4th, seven enemy planes were seen landing on the Kunda 
Airfield. On the suae day, the enemy carried out a new landing operation 
on BAABOA Island and attempted to cut off our retreat. Our troops on thie 
island carried out night raids on the enemy and engaged in fierce fighting 
in which half of the enemy force was killed but were unable to turn them 
bask. 

following the enemy1 s landing en ВААЖН lsl*ad, the troops in the 
Borthern Mauds Area rapidly began to withdraw to KOLOMBAMARA Island. 
Following this on 21 August, the troops on ВААЛА Island also began re
treating tor KOLOHBAIGARA Island by way of АВШШВХ Island. 

The deployment of our forces in the latter part of August was as 
followst 

A part of the malm force (Including the Southeast Detachment and 
the 8 Combined Special̂  Baval banding fores Beadquarters) was on ЮЬреЩА*-
QaRA Island* and a part of It vas em АВОТЗШ. Island amid *IZ0 Island. Ш 
TAese forces; retreated to ЖОШСВАВОАВА Island oa^21 
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G. Future command policies la the Central Solomons Arcs operatlone. 

r Vlth the fell of the ttanda Airfield Into enemy hands* in the f i r s t 

part of August, not only did the war Situation In the Central S0XOC0IS take 

a sharp turn for the worse, but Island, which l ies within the 

ideal range for attack by sî all type planes from that (TH tiunda) a i r f ie ld , 

was now also gravely menaced* Moreover, the war situation in the Hew 
Guinea aroa vy.s also unfavorable to our 6ide. The supplying of the Lao-

Salaaaua Sector was discontinued, md the end to the holding of this sector 

V^B approaching. Both the Bougainville and Dampier Strait areas, vhich 

were important outposts of RAJBAOL, the operational base, were faced with 

* r̂tye crisis. 
at thla juncture, there v>&s * grave difference of opinion between 

tbe army *nd Havy on whether BOUG\IBTILLS Island or the DAMP 1KB Strait was 

more important. The army stressed the Sew Guinea-Philip-lne Island 11ns 

as the line of future enemy operations, while the Havy stressed the B0u~ 

gainvilie-Inner South aeau-Ja]:<an Proper line. However, when the natter 

*as conslcier*d strategically, it vae realised that the Marianas-Caroline 
Front and NEtt OUIHV.A Island vere In positions of mutual asslftance, both 

offensively ind defensively. 3©, in the event of enemy attacks, unless 

operations were initiated simultaneously on both the above fronts, the 

operational objectives would probably not be attained, from that view

point , the Army's and Havy'a contentions gradually returned to orthodox 

(YTi strategy) *nd an agreement was reached to carry out the simultaneous 

defense of both fronts. It was deolded to speedily carry out oeucrete 

plans for thio purpose. Therefore — 

1. The Southeast Area fleet Headquarters transferred the ad

miral 1* flag from SUIB to BABA0L on 3 August for a conference with the 

Army ana devising oountermsOaureea so ae not to overemphasise the taction! 

command of the Solomons Area* 

2. The Combined f leet Headquarters attached importance to the 

operations in the Southeast Area .and advaaced to THXJI on lh August* 

3. The Xaperial Headquarters sot forth the geaeral outllae of 

the Central Solomons Area tactical coamead em 1^ August l a Xaperial lead-



quarter* mavy Staff Section Birective Ho 267. Ita essential points were 
as followst 

a. To pi in to AO1& tfeê  strategic- Sectors in-the* i a t ,A 

Central SOLDftOfiS as long as possible* 

b. To strengthen the defenses of the rear strategic line by 

the latter part of September. 

c. To enxieavor to feithoraw the Xorces in the Central Solo

mons Area to the rear strategic point* at an opportune time, sometime 

during the latter p*rt of September ana the early part oi October. 

P. Enemy landings on VTLLi LAVELIA and our counterattack. • 

1. In the early p-.rt of lu&ust radio Intelligence reported act ire 

enemy raovea??ntfc. At the 11%* tl*i». tbe c•-•ncfatration oi numerous enemy 

naval vesselt* tow-jrc: ths '•uad̂ lcunl 4rei discovered. Thus, It was 

estimated that th<s nsxt phi.** of tb* offensive na near, and around 

raid-August while precautions worn bein.* exercised, oaaay movements, es

pecially those aimed at the Solomons Area, became aggressively active. 

?. Therefore, the Sont*\**.st \r«*-i *\m-t He id-uartera on the lfcth 

ordered strict surveillance of th*» n-jj.t phise of t h ~ rM-sy offaufitve in 

th* Solomons Area. 

On the 15th at 0300 hours a large en*my force was sighted taking 
a westward course at .1 point 10 nautical miles soutb cf GATUKAX Island* 
Immediately a sroutin̂  attack **.s carried ovt using six bobber* and 
fighters. A total of «°0 enemy transports anc destroyers in the process 
of disembarking near ?IL0A in the southern p̂ rt cf 71LLK UFSLLA Island 
was sighted, as well as the movements of four cmisera *nd seven destroyers 
la the vicinity of GIZO Strait. The first phase of lbs attack was exe

cuted by our repulsing of 50 enemy aircraft. 
Following that, the second phase of the attack was carried ant 

at 1000 hours by 11 bombers and hB fighters. At 1530 hours, the third 
phase of the attack was carried out by eight bombers and 1*5 fighters, In 
continuation of the above attacks, successive attacks *ere made by medium 

attacks plane units and seaplane scouting units. The day's landing on 

YXLLA unui , on the 19thf resulted in the following casualties for *fi 



Sunki four Urge type transports, 

out cruiser, 

one deetreyer 

Shot down* 2$ pianos. 

Heavily damaged and est afire* four larga typs traasperts, 

throe placet on land sot a f i re . 

la addition to the above, hoar ai e see «ere scored oa one trans

port, throe cruisers and two destroyers. Our lossss amounted to Yf planes 

which aedo suicide crashes or failed to return ( S for other reasons. ) 

3* Particulars ooacoraing the non-execution of the ground 

counterattacked. 

Vhen the enemy f i rst landed at BILQA, a proposal was Bade at 

the conference between the 6 fleet and the 17 amy that a c canto ria nd tag 

with one battalion be effected, but the opinion of the 8 area dray wee 

that a counterattack with the above number of men against the enemy troops 

that landed* which were estimated to be approximately oae brigane» was 

like pouring water on a hot stone (TI Connotes the idea of usslossasss or 

fu t i l i ty ) ; end that, i f the land fighting was to be conducted in earnest, 

it was necessary to send in approximately two brigades. However, with the 

existing transportation and supplying capacity, realisation una almost law 

possible* Moreover, in view of the central (TI Presumably, High Coaaaad 

in TOSTO) authorities' plan, whereby our forces in the Solomons area vero 

to retreat step by stsp while reducing the enemy strength and to defend 

BABaUL to the last , i t was thought that the proper thing was to cancel the 

coautori end tag and to send approximately too infantry companies pina cererai 

lead combat units to the vlc la lty of HQEAIXU ( l a the aorthaast part of the 

THLLa UTUJA Island) to acquire a transportation stagiag base for the 

^T^lUiTUBA Island. Thus, as a result of the eoaferenoe between the 

Army and Havy Higher fieedquarter* in the area, the oouatorlaadlag une eaa~ 

celled. v 

k. forat i* transport Operation. 
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a* Plan. 

Sxeeutloa date - 17 Auguste 
£andiag point • HOHAirnJ 
7ofces euployed. 

Landlng fores -

2. oonpaales, amy 

1 plateen, noe/ 

Transport unit -

3 shlpbeme sot or torpédo boat s 

13 large landlng barges 

Direct screening unit 

1 shlpbome noter torpédo boat 

araed large landlng barges 

2 special subchasers 

1 amor ed boat 

Mght action force 

Commander - Commander of the 3 Destroyer Squadroa 

itrength - U destroyers 

' To' support the ont ire opération 

Air force - 935 Air Group, 

b. Progress of the opération -

The transport unit sal l led forth fron IBTDTA on the 

moming of the 17th. sa l le other unit s «ere aaneiiverlag to ecreen and 

support the transport unit, our night action force disc ore red soTernl 

enomy cruisers and destroyers in the «etere aorta of TnXLà LklWULk I s land 

on the night of the 17ta* and engaged them in combats ve sank omo ehlp« 

scored hits on t*o destrorsa*, and «Ubare * from the soene of the battio 

for the timo beiag. 

the transport ualt, «a lea «as under the protection of the 

eoreoaiag ualt , reaohed the eoa off aXaUïïf before da** ea tao U t a . 

^̂*âr̂ï(mWRCÎ̂B̂â  K̂o)̂  .̂aâ(ĵî̂êt̂ea (̂ea\ 

by cacay j^mea ^mm*.*?- m&^tvmm . ̂  ^ ,~ ,~7* 
plaaeo, i t soarohed for the mese. M aight of the amili dar * * 

arrlTod at.TOaaIXtr encrage end dlsca^ortmvtienu; 
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tìe the lau day the oereeaiag « d t «es attaché* bjr f our 

destrorors la the «aters north of H0HAIIT7 tat auf farad aa 

Oa tha 25taf harlng eonpleted the establishment of the Eoraalu lata, tat 

traaspert aa l t cot out for OTHj and, uudor attaché ar enea? plauso, i t 

roturaod to HTM oa tao aorning of tao Stia. 

Tali Operation auocoeded la traneport ing 290 ara/ and 100 

narr personael. Heroerer, oao eaeaj cruiser (or a largo-trpe destrorsi^ 

«aa sank aad t«o destroyers «oro alt« Our lossss vores t«o destrorers 

sl ightlr daaageds t«o special subohasera, tvo shipeorae aotor torpodo 

beate, and oao largo landlag targo sunk, 

Q« Situation of the land Operations in the Central 3OZ0KOIS duriag 

the latter part of August and the f i rst part ef September» 

Aa the re sul t of the cnemy landing on TELLA LATXLLA in mia* 

August, our troops vere strategieally split np in the Contrai SQL0MO1S 

and beeaao compietela lsolated. Belar supply, too, «hloh had ssea aasaged 

ulta a fev renalaing snall crafts, bacarne compietela serered oa the 19th 

due to enea? torpodo boat e and planes. 

Our force, a largo part of «hloh had been concent rat ed on EDLQuV 

BAIOARA Island,' attached iaportaace to the defense of their outpost, 

ABOTDKL Islaad, «ad dlspatohed to AHÜ»DEL Island the 13 Inf entry Beglaeat 

«hloh «ae belng eracuated to XDL0MBAHOA1A Island. Vlth repeated counter

at taaks oa the eaeay whlch had landed the re In late August, «e inflloted 

coaslderahle loss. 

In early September, the enea? opened flre on KOLOICBAIÖAEA Island 

fron their henry art i l lery posltleas on BAIROCO and IfXfuI* (TI Presuaably 

MAfiAffT) Island aad also conductsd successive air ralds oa KOIOttBAIOABA 

Island. 

Under thle laereaslagly henry pressure, IT «e had aot abaadoned 

sur eutpe^sm* ARSaXaX Island and »ISO Ulama, ve «ould nave had Orsa our 

aTonue of retreat éut off. (Coaseoueatlr oa 21 Ssptemoer «o « ithdre« eem-

pleteiy fron > ^ a Or̂ fr aad AfiSTOBL Iolanda)* la « leu af such a aar trend» 

the troupe la the aolenaangara Island and. sstaaa* (TE ìferer for WAtA) 
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• m i wore gradually withdrawn to BCmOdlBTXIU Island. 

1. Withdrawal operations frea 10I<W1I1(UBI • 

The transfer of forces from KSUfe daring ths lat tar part of 

august Initiated withdrawal opsratlons in ths Central SOLG*Qn*. after 

careful considoration of the situation in land operations in the area ( 9 

TOUMBhMQkBA) * the movements of the enemy, and the strengthening of de

fenses in B09Qal5YlLL£ Island, the evacuation of troops from the Koleav 

eangara Island Area was carried out as scheduled in late September 

according to the following plane. 

1. Summary of the plan. 

a. To concentrate approximately 12.000 amy and nary ground 

troops stationed in £0X£M3a5G*BA Island at the northern tip of the i s lead 

and accommodate them In approxlm. tslv 100 small crafts to he sent ahead 

from the Buin area. 

o. To evacuate these troops following the route alaag the 

southern coast of CHOISOTL Island (SUKBI Point to SaMBI Point) te the Bala 

area, and, at the same time, to accommodate the sick and wounded in des

troyers and evacuate them to the aabaul area. 

c. ' fhe entire naval force and a part of the a i r force to 

assist in this transport operation. 



2. Participâtlng forces, 

force 

Aaphiblous force 8 
fio et 

Coanandor 

Coaamnder 

Comander of the 2 8hippiag groap 

(Aray) 

lOAQMlÉlSSÂ 
Islaad darri eoa lbree 

Aaeamlt Ibroe 

air force 

eoathëaei Ifetaehiaent 

Goaaaader (Amy) 

Oeaaaader of the 

3 Destroyer o^aadron 

93& Air ôreqp Coanandor 

Eavy î lK&UMBU Jbree 

(9 forpedo beate 
(9 Motor torpédo beats 
(38 Large laadiag target 

Uait deployed oa GBDISXu* lelaad (fi 

BAIBlfAX) 

17 Arar sarai Action Hait ( W tAISEHÏAl) 

(Aboat 70 Arar saall carfano orafi) 
8 Ôoabiaed aperta! aerai Xaadiag IbreoT ~* 
Southeast fietaeaneat. Total aboat 1**0» « pu 

SOTHI and 13 dett reyere» 

Utaehod Air Vnit (Approzinately 20 odd 

roeeanal esanco seaplaaoe) 

tensori forée 

(«Pfg) l l A i r f l e e t 

thte opération. 

Geaeaader of 7 Crai ter Diri tien 8TO0U (Statloaod et 1A1AÔX) 

be in direct eeaaaad of the Base Air Jbrœ aad ehall expert 

,0 
Ài 



3« -Operation schedule. 

a* Z Bay* 28 September (Since it «as during the noonless 

night period, a ir operations were i sposs lb^ ) . 

b . (£-1) Day: about 100 large landing barges to sally out, 

supported by the assault force. 

c» . XrsDay: the sick and wounded to be accommodated and eve-

cuated on 2 destroyers. The Arundel operation to be completed by (X- l ) 

Day; assemble en X Day at TOIflOTâttOtflft Island. 

d. (X*l ) Bay i withdrawal operations of the main force to be 

started with large landing barges supported by the total strength of the 

naral force and the air force. 

U. Progress of the operation. 

a. The amphibious force. 

The amphibious force sort led on 20 September from IBIS 

and reached the. assembly point on the north shore of KOLOMBAJJQARA Island 

on the 28th after engaging in battle with enemy planes, motbr torpedo 

boats and a destroyer division. The boat unit (fS SHUTlJTal) suffered 

considerable loss. The f i r s t transport unit left the assembly point after 

sundown on the 29tn, and disembarked on the 30th at SUKBI Point. On 

1 October about 100 enemy planes attacked our landing point but damage u|e 

slight. On the same day, after sundown, (TV the transport unit) l e f t 

from SUKBI Point on i ts second evacuation operation, arriving on the 2nd 

at the assembly point on IQUMÈàSQàJU. It land. It sailed on the same night, 

after accommodating the personnel, for STOW and SAXBI Points and arrived 

after daybreak em the 3rd. However, due to attacks along the way from aa 

enemy destroyer division and a motor torpedo beat unit, we again suffered 

considerable locoes in email surface craft , from the 3rd to the lfeth we 

carried out three transport operations between QW^XSWJh and BÛTI without 

encountering eaemy opposition. 

b. Assault force* 

il) ta tue night of 2i September the ty^e^ert mitt 

. . . . ^(tarem destrsjyers) esuer*|d by m^gfA]^^. 
(el|fct destroyed -



wounded аса et KOLOHBABOARA Island and evacuated 

them safely to RABAUL. 

(2) fbea* om the alght of 1 October, м four of отт des

troyers advanced to a point aorta of ICUmBAffflilU 

I eland ia «apport of a croup of aaall craft, aa 

•near surface force was discovered* However, s lass 

the saall craft unit саше between our surface feree 

and the enemy*e we lost the opportuuitr for4 an en

gagement. 

On the night of the 2nd the transport unit (three des

troy era) , screened b: one destroyer, reached the northern extremity of 

ХОДОШЛ(К£А Island and accommodated troops. While on its way back, 1% 

fought an engageront with on enemy force of three cruisers and three des

troyers. & torpedo attack (lU torpedoes) was executed and the sounds of 

which confirmed hits; however, we left the scene of action without eoa-

firmlag enemy losses. 

In the meantime, four destroyers, which were under the 

comaander of the 3 Destroyer squadron, vsre on patrol la the northern 

part of Sea (ТИ Presumably TSLLX (knit) when they observed the 

transport unit engaged In action. Since our ships wore in a confused 

tangle (TK the destroyers) refrained from participating in the engagement. 

(3) the Base air Pores co-operated in the withdrawal 

operation from 101ШВАВ0АНА Island* It carried out 

an air operation la the Т Ш * UTXLLA Area. Ite tar 

ge te were enemy transports, support units, positions, 

the Hunda Airf ield, fighter planes and so forth, 

froa 1 October to 3 October i t mads six maaaults 

with a total of approximately lgO bombers aad 

fighter planes, and aohlovod considerable success. 

(H) Raeults. 

ÎBTBSber-of troops evacuated-

. • a* the ТАИЮаЗНОА Ibreo - approximately 5*Ш mm* 
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>-By a total of six destroyers - approximately 

Uv000 BOB* 

Oar losses. 
landing bar get and torpedo boats lost • 

.inor damage to one destroyer, 
iilled in action - 66 men* 

< 3aemy losses - one enemy destroyer was believed to 

cave been sunk, but it was not certain* o 
3. Withdrawal operations from SOfUHHJ (TELIA IATSLLA Island). 

This operation was a planned withdrawal effected following the 

withdrawal of forces from KOIDMBAfiQaBA Island. In view of the battle ex

periences gained during th*> withdrawal operations from KOLOKBASGARA Island, 

it was planned to have destroyers transport Landing barges to the forward 

areas to minimize loaaet (T£f bounc to occur), if the barges wore allowed 

to travel on their ovn povter. On the return trip, the pick-up force (SI 

the L aiding barges) wa« -o navigate b,, its own powait taking advantage of 

the dark and its ability to eluae (IB ihe aaemy). 



1. Participating strength. / ч 
/te screen tra»sperta\ 

а. Support foram - i des trojera ( ama fe destroy ens ay 1 

Xwuescle. 

Transport force - 3 destruyere io transport esali 
surface craft 

3 Destroyer *q 

b* PlekHnp forco 

Subemaser m t - 1 subchaser 
% converted subchasers 

torpedo beat mult 3 torpedo boats 

Small landing eraft unit - k small landing craft 

(to aocpauodate a l l Arm/ and 
nary personnel) 

(to screen transfer operations ¡ 
from one ship to another) 

(to transport personnel freer 
shore to ship) 

e 



2+ summary of the progress of toe operation, 

a. support force. 

It sal l ied forth from BJUUJJL oa 6 October, and while ad

vancing south was spotted by enemy aircraft north of BBKt Island. Corns-

Queutly too destroyers Were dispatched to escort the transport force after 

nightfall . The transport force detached itse l f froa the night lading force 

aad proceeded <ahcad to BOLOalsVIiiE strait . Four enemy destroyers were 

discovered la the direction of the assembly point at approximately 1900 

hoars, a battle did not develop because the er.eay loet from sight due 

to a squall that restricted tte field ol vision. Furthermore, a patrol 

plane reported toat SLB tiiea? or User division aad a destroyer division 

were in the vicinity oi the assembly point. The support force commander, 

assuming Chat it would be uiff leult feo accommodate (TH the personnel) at 

this time, resolved, f i rst oi a l l , to dettroy the enemy f leet. Eae trans

port foroe travelling jj*a±a -ithdra^n to the western entrance cf 
$&№TlAuh Bay, anc the two aaetrô ers escorting the transport force were 
recallsu to join the main A ore© while the zu<iu tlnet m&neuvered to lure 

the enemy fleet to the southwest. The ni^ht raiding fores ( lees 2 des

troyers) nigh ted the enemy cruiser division (3 emit em) at 2035 hours, 

and the two destroyer* aavu.cxn^ wouth to rejoin the main force sighted 

the enemy destroyer a lvUion \j deatro;«jr:) at 20h0 hours. This engngo-

men t, to the ve.it of '/«LLLA .̂.YSLXA Iul.*no.f £*velopo<i into * fierce naval 

battle between the two force**, vftar approximately $0 minute? of battle, 

the enemy lost t*o omijore dfl tnreo deat roy^n; on\7 on* crnic«r was 

barely able to * Undraw from tho ae?ne of battle. Our side loet only one 

destroyer. The Imperial ReUquarters c i l led the night battle the l ight 

Battle off TXLLA UTOIAA Island. 

The support force commander ordered the transport force 

to return to its base ahead. At 21*10 hours, combined forces with the nlgfe$ 

raiding force at 2200 hours add proceoded toward R&BaUI*. 

b. Pick-up force 

The (TB ^iafc-up) force, sallied forth froa Butt nt 1̂ 53 

hours on the eth, sighted an engagement at 203d hours between our surface 

http://ve.it


fette and the eneay*e, «ad arrlred at 1ШШ4ГШи. v ^ t $ ) esseably point 

(aerttaest section of ТЕЬЪА 1АТ1Ш. Islaed} at 2310 heure. *поо—опа41а# 

a l i personnel, total auaber - 5̂ 91 the (ТВ pick-up) force departed froa 

thi* peint at 0109 honre on the yta and arrired safely agata at Ш1Ж. 

f« Cenerai resulte of the transportât i on of relaforeeaeats te the 

Central Selemons area and wlthdraval opérations (ТВ froa the Centrai 

SOLOMOS*)̂  

The eenstruetlon of the ttunda air f le ld vas segua la tao lattar 

part of НотеаЪег 1942 elnee the Central eeleaeao vas looaad apea A S the 

intermedíete hase for the Cunda!cenai opérations, fe 110*lag the vithdraaal 

froa (KJADaLCaBÀL Isbmd the пату took orar the sole re apena ibi l i ty of de* 

fendlng the Central âOLOMOMS as the perlpheral strategie point of the Bolo» 

noae area, and, wtth the- 00-opérât ion of the Aruy, it earaeetly E N D E A T O R E D 

to strengthen the défenses and re info ree the nll itary strength. aevever, 

due to the counteroffeneirs of the eneay, ve vere f inal ly eoapelled to vita-

drav coapletcly. the Central SOIAMOSS vas entlrely abandonad by the vlth

draval fren E0B4BIU. 

fhe resulta of the transport opération» of this peri od vere au 

follove. 

1. Tra aport opérations for relaforceoent of a l 11 tary strength. 

1. 4nnda and ¿oloabangara transport opérât ione -

Place of dlsenbarkation - № Ш and BOLQKBaBda&a. 

total strength - 70 destroyers. 

auaber of tripe aedo - 20. 

sensor of suooeetful tr ip* - 1̂ . 

auaber of tripe iaterfered vlth by the eneay - 5. 

fiuaoer of troope - 9 #9*3 aen« 

Car gees - a large aaouat of seennitipa, food andfuele» 

(Bete; This ladloatee ealy the reeulte of the trans

portât loa by soahat vassoi*, net hy anali surface 

craft. 

v. Botata transport opérettes**- f 

Fineo of dlseabarkatioa - ВЩаТА. (—О 





De* МоАЭДгв-

УИ. Me* Qulne* (MASSAB Bay io 8X0) epcratien. 

landlag at BASSAB Bay* 

ОлЯЗ Jane* the lande* in the В9ШОГА Area in the cen-

trai ВСШШ8 and. at the tiam, carri ed eut a landlag at MASSAI! Bay, 

eeath of SALAMAUA in «Btf GUIHBA. 

B. Q amai al oitaatlon of the Beo Qainoa Area eparatiooe prier to the 

anemy lendine at MAS8A0 Bar. 

A ahain of air baaee пае bmllt in the BUBA Area by the ememy ae 

neon ae it oecapiod the area in the early part of January. It atopped ap 

ite air attaeke, prlnaipally in the Lea and Salamene Areae. In ita 

ground operationa it aiaonhled a larga forco in the Bona and aaaaai Rlver 

|геае« freav thoae areae it paremed cor retreating eney to the Mambire 

and ftariya BÌTOT Areae. (b the othor band, ground force* on the 

BAU Plein «oro gradaally boing rainforood. They began to threaten the 

Balamaua Area from the aoet. 

Опт aarrled cut an attaok on WAU with a forco of 

Imately 3,000 man of the GKABS ( Щ |fs ) Dotaahnant. uhiah had landed in 

tao Sei amena Area in the eariy part of January. Komovor, it did net 

reaulting ani/ in ueoieee of etrangth. Ma began to 

faol preoaare than ampoetod in the amore area. Marea ervlvod, 

the northmard adraaalng 

MAMBABB Riverì the 

etili furthorf and the 

tholr adranao to tao 

pcoltiana in the 

airflaldfl at В8Ш4 and ВУША pat im 

order. to break the unfavcreble eitaatlen in tho 

me attempi od to tranaport the main body of the Я OLrieion to LAB in tao 

oarly part of Marea. tho foroe meo daotvofod «ben the 

ahi 11 fai ly dellmered a emrprieo air~rald. thereafter, oar foreee aenld 

net he reinfcroati ae liaoired, 
finally, after tao mudalo of Натай, me had no othor 

but to try to amlmialn cor eireagth im the Leo 

marine Darlag that tinto ma 

Агеао^еф* 

in lemitlM 

B00 land treepe at fpBOHUPV by of fea* daatffafmrm* 
U t * Ile* of Aprii, thó adranaihg j 
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arrived in the vleimity of ЦП, Their unit, which wee advancing east* 
ourd from too Wn Area, closed in at anoint 14 kilometers moat of 
saxamaoa. 

In thin may, the situation in the Lae and Salafflaua Areae daily 

became more critical. ч Moreover, in Tie* of the f act that the eneagr one 

increasing its etrength more and more in the middle of April, vie em-

ployed the greater part of our air etrength for deciaive battle In c a r r y 

ing oat operations to cut off enemy reinforoeinants and supplies. How

ever, mo more not able to continue these operations with our inferior 
air strength. After carrying out the third attack In the Rem Guinea 

Area, we ended the operations (Refer to the page on the " I й Operation), 

nth the coming of May the enemy began preparations for the 

attack en LAB, They bui lt a road for autcaobilee between HAD and WAMPIT. 

At the same time they stepped up their air attacks in the Lae and Sale* 
maun* Areas and greatly hampered our efforts to strengthen our capacity to 
attack. 

In order to improve the situatioQ in the Sslamsna Area, our 
naval unite ô epatebed the Basebo 5 Special К aval Lauding Force (oenpeeed 
of Oemuvauler ЕШШЖА ( 9[ \Щ ) and 2*2 man) from LAB to SAUMAUA* It 
mae used mainly to strengthen the defenses in the airfield eeotore, 

With the beginning of Juno, the enemy built nam alrflolde at 
ШША BSHA and KADfA&TtJ. Afethe same time, it ahoaod eigne of rcadiacee 
to etteafc 8ШМ .Ш team the south and meet, 

«Ш1 the malm body of the 51 Division, approadisately 6,000 men, 
mo confronted the enemy fcreee sttsosing from the Ren and Mube Areae, 
The defeoao of the Salamaua Airfield and the coastal area mae ъшггрА 
eut by a foreo of approximately 1,200 men, the aaeebo 5 Spoolal Maval <~ 

Landing Payee 

of army units* We 
, and 500 man, ate mere el«sa*ts 

K̂ŝ^̂ŝ p̂̂êL eû awV* Ф̂̂в̂Фв̂о̂̂ в̂̂в̂̂  в̂в\2в̂  ^a^^^PaUBe^aWs^sli в̂̂в̂Ц 

utmoet, but on 30 «Что the made a large eoalm lauding at MaSftljtf 
Bay, a meek point in our dispositions. Oar few* in that area 

of only aboutЩ any troopc and 10 or того # lookout statlom 

scene!. ,i ^ 
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C. Our counterattack polio/ in regard to опту landings. 

1« Bnood on the agreement botnoon the higher army ens nary 

oiiirrnninrtors in the Soathenet Area, the operational poller in regard to 

enemy landings nado friaultanooaely in the Solomons and Boa Qainea 

fronts, ass that the Soloeone operation vould bo the main operation and 

the New Ooinoa operation would bo subordinated to i t , as previously men

tioned. However, despite all oar offorte to reinforce our strength In 

the Lae and Selamaua areas, the enemy harraseed us so thoroughly that it 

became impossible for us to carry out transport operations by water. 

Therefore i tactical command, tehoee objective was to increase the etrength 

to the required level and to hold this area, became dif f icult* 

2. Oommanders of local army and navy forces in HSW GUINEA. piok> 

ed the Salamaua Area, f i r s t of a l l , to be the front l ine poeltion against 

the enemy which had landed at NASSAU Bay. They selected LAB to be the 

final defence position and decided to make this their deeisive stand and 

to hold out as long as they had strength l e f t . For these reasons, em

phasis was placed on holding the road link between LAS and &ALAMADA and 

the eea lane used by small surface craft. 

D. Progress of the Salamaua Area operations. 

The operations in the above ares were principally amy operatiomsi 

novertheleee the Navy Land Combat Unit also participated in the fighting* 

Therefore wo shall relate principally the battles in which the Mary land 

Comfcat Unit partiaipatod. 

1« aarly on the morning of 30 wane about 2000 enemy troops, 

landed at MASS AO Bay. Army and nary forces guarding that place rutreated 

without being able to offer aaoh ruaistanoo. 

Correlating with the landing at МАШАР Bay* the enemy awed 

rastly euperior air power in intemaifying the raids on IAS and SALAnADA. 

In сто of those) raide Cfamsndor Т8ШСКЩА, ПеашешИтс Offloor of the 

Saoebo 5 ttpoeial Moral Lending Force guardiag tho ШШМШк Pemimaula, waft 

hit and kUled in action. The faaweadlng f№**r of tho W ЦтШШшЩтт 

Suit, Capt И Ш took, oror the ffammend of the) flalamawo ОааЫ Штть 



Рее Ho i 

1* 

MT. MITATA (neighte nortfaweet of SALattABA) in concert with the a&lt 

landing frea RASSAD Bay, eoneneed a^etaultaneoue attaok and adoptcd 

i to tactice of enveloping SALAMAUA fra» Гонг eidee. Or 3 ЛДу, tea 

bcgan unloedlng haavy art l l lary at IASSAU Bay and the eneny atteoke da» 

velopcd by degreee into a full attenk^ and our foroee пата etaedily baing 

plaoed undar preeeure. On the 13th, our force operating in the Mubo 

Areaf eithdréw to КОШДШс 
Од the 20th, enemy feroce in the Buang River Arma, eituated 

midway between LAS and SALAMAUA, wcr* gradually reinforced and attempted 

to eever land eoiaminicattona between LAJS and SALAMAUA, Thcreforc, 90 

mambere of the Henry Land Combat Unit aere eant ae roinforti amante from LAS 

to etrengthen the Army force in that area (THi Praeuaahly, Buang BAver 

Area). Svery effort wae m&de to preservo land commini catione between 

LAE and SALAMAUA. 

On the 23rd, the enemy onde f reah landlnge eouth of RORA&A* 

(TNi Preeumahly, ЮШШ) Point, dieemoarking about a thoacand treops, end 

began advanoing nerthmard. Our foroee in the ROKABA* ( H i Preioaably, 

LOKANU) Àrea aere few, nucabering 300 айву personnel and 50 mawy personnel, 

but they did well in 1«р«н4*я the enemy9! northmard advanee and pmt up 
etuhbcrn rosistance, 

Ch the 28th, the enemy saiamenosd the aholìlng of SALAMAUA 

with haavy ar t l l l e ry . Our foroee eoald net stand the omveloptng ottaolro 

of the enemy and, f ina l ly , on the 30th ahertened tao perlaoter to tao 

Ut. lUyata - Bobdabi - Ut. Seyu (heighte aemth ef SALAMAUA) lima, 

ed aroaad the team of SALAMAUA. 

Gb the 30th the 51 Diviaien 

forward to SALAMAUA, and took poreonal 

morale of a l i tao foreoe. 

Simo the altana» ( « t Premmihly, festone) Area wae f«reed 

with an iamunant er ia ie , 250 mamhere of cosa raUve ly well^pOpp^ 

V 

ijft tâe* flê l̂ i,* â eeetimj t̂ â̂  

Land Combat Uiiit mere adUt aa rcinforgemantfr en 7 Ai^aat* 

the 
Our air and nevai foroee did mot Jppb Щ amy 

reinfareod ite troepe. It ajbat by the 



' Ì i l l l -WM- - * 

of Aagust the eaeuy treepe inai ted lande* ai HASSAU Bay totale* abeut 

**O90 am (IVI etnee m v«è)* Unable io sten the furiane air sud -

land attaaaa et ite eoeay, the aokana» (Uh Prosu»ably X-oteanu) Araa 

fall luto eneny bando on the 14ttu Meat, oar taro** in KUIATtaf and 

BCBXRJ8I nere also f oreed i o ratraat te SALAttAUA* Furthooraore, sa ina 

24th a pari of ite enemy forooe cioè ed in oa SAUUAUA. direotly threaten-

lag thet araa#
<and ae ite fall of that raglan «a* Just a queetion of 

tiae. 

Cfc ite 2ethf ite newly appointed ecaeiandlng offieer of ite 

Sasnbo 5 Spesisi Maral Landing Force, Ooomander TAKBUCHI, look over 

oenaand of ite Salamene Quard Forco fra* Oapt IKKDA* 

2« In Tina of ite faci inai ite war aitaaiion in i te ftalamsua 

Ama nas uafavoruble for oar side, and inai l i «ao extremaly difficuli 

to fcold Ste area» Imperlai teadqaarbers im $Q auga*** In Saperda! SnsaV 

quarierfl Mary Staff Sootion Diroctî o Ro« 271* indioated tho 

beteeen ite Aray «al Mary High Command (Dii in TOKIO) eonceruing 

tiene in i t e Lao-&s1emsiii Area. Ite eseentlal pelate aero ao folloaei 

a^ Cto ite stelo* i o pian ite holding cui io ite utnost 

by uaing locai formo* to repulse eneny attaeks, and to roiroai io ite 

etratogie constai area of DAMPXE& atrait ai ite opportune muamnl» 

b» To endearor io speodlly etrongiten the oafonsos of ite 

Daapisr Strait area ihrough Aray and Mary ©o-operutionf end ni ite sete 

i l e » ; eoouro io ite utnoet ite oupply lino by uaing orery manna arali salo, 

suoh ss tho uso of suhmnrlaes, anali boato and or afte, 

3* Za aooordanoe with ite abore operatianal polioy of Jhv* 

perlai fee*aiarterof ite Aray and Mary High Ceneranno in ite Southaeet 

Area. 

a. Adopted ite polioy to beod orary off ori io hold tfel 

Temaci ameno area, etrengthan ite defensos of the Oanpler Strait 

and bufare anythiag olsof etrengthea qoickly ite forooo in ite 

hafoa Area, so that» la tho areni of e freon 

area, .tho eotlre ctrlmgih of ite 1« Aray ceuld be uaed jtn • e a j a e a ^ . 

.̂bffctle* In OSMjt&iann^ t̂a ttM̂ ebca/p aoM^y*Wyn^.^ - 1 1 - ~~ jf^^^^^W^-

offâ md?Fn* ̂ IB̂ -̂ M̂ ^̂ ^̂  _•. 

•®̂ f̂̂M(MpMs |̂ŝjjsjB̂ŝ ĵ|̂ â̂|̂  for̂ SÔ ^ f̂ tjjpisi v•e^É^ l̂Jn^ l̂̂ ^^P '̂' 



Area at the and of August. 

b, the ootmaMor of the l£ Amor mae dasigneted to unity 

and command the Army and Navy forces in the f i e ld , on 3 September r e 

lative to land operations in the Keu Guinea area, 

4* On 4 September about 15,000 of the enemy made fresh land

ings at HOPOI, east of LAE, and, in order to pour in the main ferae to 

defend LAE, we had no recourse but to abandon the Sslanmua Area, Prom 

the 6th to the 11th, the forces mere gradually concentrated at LAE. 

E. Progress of the operations in the Lae Area, 

1. Defenses in the Lae area. 

In the Lae area the troops of the 62 Guard Unit were the 

principal defenders of the positions surrounding 1ft. LAS and the meet 

a i r f ie ld , while the trfeops of the 51 Division defended the east a i r f ie ld 

sector. 

2. linear/ landing at HOPOI. 

On 3 September, the enemy shifted i t s a i r attacks from 

OALAMaUa to LAE and,, during this day1 a bombing, inf l icted extremely 

heavy damage to the headquarters of the army and naval forces and to the 

Lae Airf ield, a l l qf which were situated in the vicinity of lit, LAB, 

Judging from this raid that the enemy1 e lending in the Lae 

area wae near, our troops were in combat deployment and smlntatnad a 

close watch. The oncer/ started landing at HOPOI from the early morning 

of 4 September. The in i t i a l enemy landing force, under the support of 

superior a i r and sea power, began lending from 70 large and small trene-

ports and from numerous large landing crafts along a bolt stretching 

from the vicinity of the loft bank of the BULU River to the mouth of the 

U0K0I River. By 1500 hours, i t looked as i f (TH their operation), aa a 

whole, had been completed. I t waa estimated that approximately 15,000 
troops (TN had bean landed)* 

Receiving the report of the start, of the enemy landing, our 

naval a i r force made an attaok on the enemy landing point with an approxi

mate total of 00 medium attack plana*, carrier bombers, and ear l ier 

fighters. At that jsoment, they discovered two enemy gpoupe, one eenalet-



ting ef al* trasporte еЫ f w and ih» other consisting «f 

three deeiureyers, steaming north on the too omet of ВАШАОА, they iurte 

en attack on the enemy convoy end isolated heavy damage on thesu At 

ti*e«*!0t4* 

«Ideo end ehot down over one hilf of thee* On the following day, the 

3thf onr novel air foreo attacked the спешу convoy off the shore of 

HOPOX vitti a total of 55 medium attack planes and Zero fighters and In

flicted some damage on thesu 0& the 6th ear naval air force attacked 

the слащу landing point with 91 median attack planee, carrier bombers, 

and Zero Fighters and inflicted ease damage both on land and to the 

convey. Henceforth, the air force shifted its attack objective to the 

cutting off of the enemy rear* 

3« toiemy perstreop forcò doseendlng at ШШ&АВ (IK or НШАВ), 

On the 5th the enemy dropped a paratrcop force of appraxfr* 

fflAtely 1,000 men on the Uadsab Airfield, 30 kiloestcre northwest of LAS 

and greatly inereaaed ite pressare on IAS from the northwest. Thus, 

the enemy eurroundod and sot up positions to attack IAS on four frontet 

HOPOI, MAD2AB, SALAMADA, end the eea. It put strong prosaura on our 

forces at LAB, co-ordinating its mcveaumits with those of the air f< 

and torpedo boats, 

i, abandonment of LAB, 

On the 8th the destroyers intensif lad their fierce 

bcabardaent of the area near Ut, LAB, and, at the sama tima, they atarted 

an offensive 

pulsad by ear 

resolve to 

the 11th, the 

the vicinity of the fiuau Biver, each of uhiah wae re* 

forces in that area. However, the enemy « s teneeleue 

the BbBU Biver finally realised on the 10th, On 

bogan bombarding our principal positions in LAB with 

heavy artillery, LAB* s doma mam 

Ihorefore, with Arem the l* Army, the 

suuider of the Я Division, mho had returned fresi BALAKAUA to LAB on the 

10th, unified and took .of the army end naval f aree* 

to withdrew from LAB to tho Bio Pe rtlsssml noted шЦШслшй:^ 
emhodjrlng tho -Baerei pointai 



ttag of ala traiieper^ and ite othor coaeietinf af 

three deetreyere, «tonnina anta c n t t e m eaet of SAiJtìJABd. They frode 

ut atteck on the ei>eny ccnvoy «ad inflleted henry danage oa them, At 

the U M tipa thcy exstemgled «ith 40 P**8«e «Mah «ara pntrolling the 

aidce and «hot dona arar ono holf of thea» Qn the follaalfig day» tha 

5th, oar nave! air fama attaeked ina enemy conroy off the ahom af 

H0P0I «ita a total of 55 aedlna attaok plance and Zero Fightem and In-

fliotod eoa* danage on tbem. Od the 6th oar nevai air forno attaokod 

the eneny laadlng potai «ith a aodiua attaok plance, oarrior bomberò, 

and Zero Plghtere and lnflletod eoa* danage both on land and to the 

oonvoy, Hoaecforth, the air forno ehiftod ita attaok objective to the 

cutting off of the enaay mar* 

3* atoeny paratroop force deeconding at MAEfcAB (W or HAB£AB)# 

On the 5th the enosy drcppod a paratroop forno of appratì» 

aately 1,000 mon on the Uadnab Airfield, 30 kilamotem nortfcaoet of LAB 

and groatly increaoed ito preeoure on LAB frcn the northaoot* Tbue, 

the eneny cuxrounded and net up pooitiane to attaok LAB on four froatet 

HQP0I, UAD2AB, SALAMADA, and the eoa* It put etrong proiaum co oar 

fomoe at LAB, oo-erdlnatlng ite movononte mith thoee of the air forno 

and aotor torpodo boote* 

k* ibandonment of LAB* 

bea*erdaomt of the ama mar Ut. LAB, and, at the sano timo, they etartod 

en offbneiTe from the vioinity of the Buon Biver, each of aMah aae re» 

puleed by oar easy fomoe in that area» Eoaoror, the enonyte tenanione 

meolve to cmoe the BUSO Bivor ano finally maliaod on the iota* Ori 

the llth, the onoay bogan hoafrardlng oar prlnoipal poattione in LAB alth 

heavy ertillery, LAB4 e doam aae laadaant. 

aander of the Jl Diriaion, «ho had retumed fra* SALAUAUA to LAB cn the 

On the Bth the deetroyore intonaifiod their fioree 

Thomfom. ooaylying alth ordem fmm tho lo A«nyf ilio 

lOth, unified and teak ccamand.of tho m 

to «ithdraa frcei Jjufte tho Sio arce* 1 

oaaodylng tho tefUjoalag: ytuTitel pointoi 

artty and nera! fomoe and 

Po dipanai net td «ItllaVaaa^ 



Withdrawal root*** 

Withdrawal route no, I t LAS — wkm *(TB Pruu^^iy 

smsax or BUSH) — Mt« SAUWAKST — sio 

l&tudramal route no, Zt LAB — TABU *(TH Presumably 

IAUU) —, SIO 

h. Order of withdrawal. 

First Bahelon — The entire naval force, excluding 

the Lae Guard Unit, 

Second Beheloa ) 
) Aray force 

Third Kohelon ) 

Fourth £eheian — Army and naval forces defending LAB. 

f i f th Schelon — Army force 

c. Protection of the withdrawing forces. The naval force 

relegated to this task of securing the area around BUSH1 *(TN Presumably 

BWUSSI or 8U3U) and TJJU (TH Presumably TaLU). 

d. The fourth echelcr. wae to form the rear guard after 

completion of evacuation by the entire fo-oe and then to overtake the 

main unit, 

e. Start of the ajthdramal — 12 "^^ptember. 

5, Shift of tho naval force ooramander and the death in action 

of the oosManrter of the Saeebo 5 Special Ravel Landing Porce, 

the cccauDBder of tho 7 Base Force, Rear Aeauiral FWITA 

( )t *hoco re-oaaignmant had boon ordered eons time before, 

tranef erred hie eusmamd to Bear Acjsiral UOSl ( j% ) mho had arrived on 

tho auhnarino WL74 to take over hie poet in UB on tho 9th, Re (TM PWITA) 

retired that aamo day from LAB, stare tho fighting was raging fiercely, an 

t i * eamm e^smsrlno, tho ntmsiiiwlor of the Saaebo 5 Speeial Baval Uading 

Farce, Hmsmameir TAKBBGHI ( }l) \% ) , was killed in aotion am tho 12th c 

wMle ^fmtslr wjadmr tho fierce of ensurr nlsnes 
^̂^̂^̂^̂  ^^^l^^^^^ey* ^^^ •̂̂ ŝ*weaosjSj. ^^p^^^^cwj ^̂••̂^ eweŵwss* vv̂̂ ^̂̂ peŝ̂ owf m̂ê^̂âsy ĵ eê ŝ̂ aŵ rwj 

It ia needleaa to set forth at length harm the great infltt-

eaee exerted en tho moral* of tho man by the ahift end, again, by tfee 

death in aotion of their eceaunders a* this time whan tho tide of the battle 

nee taint e^simmt m.-



operations from IAS to S10*~ 

1« ^iibdrawal of naval forces* 
&• First echelon* Headquarters of tao 7 Васе Force* 

Lestlens 8nit* Saeebo 5 Serai Spoetai Landing Force aad till 39 

^toUairoraft Dof ошо Unit* Total of 1,054 man. 

b* fourth echelons ¿2 Guard Unit, 3 Antiaircraft Dof eneo 

Unit end a p a r t of the Saeebo 5 Special Kara! landing Force* Total of 

1,000 nan* 

2* Period of withdrawal. 

a* First echelon lo ft lab oa 12 September and reached SIO 

on 14 October - a period of 32 dare* 

b* Fourth echelon le f t LAB on 15 September end reached 

К1Ш on IS October «» a period of 33 daye* 

3* Basalts of the withdrawal* 

a* strength at tho start of tho withdrawal - 2*054 man* 

b* Strength reaching tho destination - 1,543 man* 

c* (Percentage of the strength arrlYing at tho destination • 

77*) 

d* Cumber of man ki l led in action* missing in astica mad 

stragglers - 5U men* 

e* Rumber of sick and wounded eraouated - 1*134 ama* 

f* Actual combat strength - 409 man* (Percentage of the 

combat strength remaining 2Qftp3 
4* General summary of progress* 

Tho follosing io an outline of the withdrawal operation of 

tho firet echelon* (tho progress of ths withdremal operation of ethsr 

echelons was oimilar to that of tho first echelon*) 

The withdrawing unito loft LAB a* 190Q hours m tte 12oh 

carrying with them only r i f l e s , animiti on and food* C* the t3ta i t *ee 

nèoosoary to esoaps through the pinsers attaok of tbs enemy im tho Щ$Ш 

between BUSU Biror and МАШАВ. while lurching on, unfamiliar ; 

terrain mad the ettfay situiticn, the loading trocpo auffoMd щ 
ihirpriso attaok from tho ongoy paratroop forse at 1Д30 Immuto 

Ж 
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wars forced to withdraw after the force ooasander was killed In actions 
As a result, the first echelon changed its prearranged route of r*4»0*i 
and started through the jungle fe? TAHU* (TIT Presumably YALU). 

On the 15th, when the main body of first echelonJ§§ 
nearing the Taru area, the advance guard ( 3 4 man) which was reesnnoifeoSlng 
the road ahead of the main force was harassed by the persistant r^enttais-
sance of snowy planee and los t contact with the sain body* Furthermore, 
they were surrounded by about 60 enemy soldiers, and as a result of the 
fighting, most of them (TN advance guard) were killed. The main body re
covered these bodies while biasing a t r a i l through the jungles and con
tinued i t s march toward the north. On fchs» 20th it crossed the BUSO River 
and on the 22nd entered into a steep jungle region. The cold gradually 
increased and the laarch became extremely difficult but on the 27th, about 
four days l a t e r , i t entered the great jungle region in the SALAWAKET 
Mountain Range (over 3,000 maters above sea-level). Precipitous cliffs 
continued, one a f t e r another? there were no roads) and the temperature 
v.ent down t o f i v e degrees. I t was a hardship really unbearable tor the 
troops which were prepared for operations in only the tropical areas* 
Several hundred stragg lers were l e f t and deaths from cold and fma falling 
(TN off c l i f f s ) occurred in succession. On 2 October rain started falling 
in the steep jungle region and continued for several days in succession* 

The condition of the Con&ander, Rear-Adadral WKLg W8» « M 

suffering from a perihepatic abeess, beeanje worse and finally on the $th £» 
Was no longer able to continue) t b j i r i l (g9t» Qossi Utof tHo $5 

tions Unit, took over 
-i -Ш iv'-i' IBM 

Mi,, 

On torn 

reached ш 
thoy again started mareb 

The damage suffered ay these sen was oomrel tlaso доМмг 
than that of direct eoobat) they presented a very pêtiœiiâ pi*$a*e» Щ 
cannot help acknowledging frankly the operational victory of the si*|«ijr;who 
drove us into such pathetic straits by cutting off our NttS «t 
during the entire .How Guinea tsanspaign* Та» «пишу inflictod т..щШЩ0кЩ. 
blow on us without engaging: in direct eos&at* "• Щ^, 



- _ , _ _ -

G* Fifcschh&fan area operations. 
1* After the enssny landed at HOPGl* our air force strengthened 

its reconnaissance to cat off the enemy's rear, (TH to detect) any new 
snemy plans, and to maJjitaiafar strict patrol. Toward the latter part of 
the middle of September the enemy's movements suddenly became active in 
the New Guinea area, and we learned that a large number of ships and small 
craft was moving about on the morning of the 20th in the Nassau Bay, 
Morobe River mouth, Bakuruau* (TH Presumably Hercules) Bay, Cape Yeard 
Hunt, Buna Anchorage, Oro Bay, Cape Kelson, and Cape Bochiru* (TN Pre
sumably Vogel) Areas. I t s strength consisted of 23 transports, one tanker, 
26 sea trucks, 26 special landing transports, about 50 ships and small 
craft, 3 cruisers, and 8 destroyers. It was concluded that the enemy's 
new operation was imminent, and strict vigilance was maintained, especially 
at FIKSCHHAFEN and the western part of SEW BRITAIN. 

As per expectation, the enemy started t o land at ARNDT'Point, 

north of FIH3CHHAFEN on the 22nd. 

2. Concentration of our strength in the Pinsehhafen area. 
Our force, which concluded that it would be difficult to hold 

3ALAMA0A and LAE, decided' to advance the crack 20 Division of the IS Army 
to the Pinsehhafen Area, the foremost key position east of the DAKPIKR 
Strait. Troop movements were started, ̂ tb*|iatt8r„£art,of. August from 
the Hadang Area, and the concentration of afilut tilbftfeelJiBfsin the 

Ten area was to be completes! 

the 

.nrftng consisted of about 400 
§500 men undor the command of HaJ Oon Y&ADA ( 

Group Goaaaandor* Both the amy and the naval forces in tho area were 
placed under the unified command of HaJ Oon YAKABA. 

Uaj Con 'tmmk «casladfd that the enemy would advance Vp?n 
PIHSCHHAFBH from the Hopol Area by taking the land reato north, »o h© «ts> 
tionod about 2900 man west of Capt ORBEIK which was south of fimi 
.ind. an .army, forco «aspriaed of about .600 men in the aootor oast-

Séte-SS LÙk2& i •• 
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KOfiSI River, and detailed the direct defense of FXKSCHHAFSfJ to the navy 

forces. 

The enemy thrust at the weak poirt, in our defensive troop 

disposition which' stressed the southern front around FIK3GHHAFE8 and 

started to land north (TO of FK3GHHAFBK) near ARHDT Point. Without any 

opposition, they were successful in their landing operation. The strength 

of the i n i t i a l landing was estimated to be about 6500 menj and there were 

indicat ions that they rece ived reinforcements of about 1500 men on the 23rd 

and about 2000 more on the 29th. 

4. Progress of the land operations. 

On the 23rd the enemy started t o move southward from ARHDT 

Point and a violent ba t t l e ensued as they closed in en the 85 Guard Unit, 

Aided by heavy guns, our Naval Land Csnbat Unit without sleep or rest re

pulsed the oncoming enemy i n a daring struggle, but finally on the 27th 

we were enveloped and forced in to a critical situation. 

On one hand, the army force commanded by MaJ Gen TAMADA con

centrated i t s strength i n the SATTELBHRG Highlands for the time being when 

the enemy landed via the sea at ARHDT Point. Troop movements to the SATTEL-

BERO Highlands were made with extreme caution so as not to provoke the ene

my into combat since our policy was to attack after the enemy situation bad 

iri thoroughly .studied) these movementL r . .< '^mtmKimW>^^ the 2§tb»« On 

other hand, our Naval Land Combat. 

It.'.j^^. uivlê brdMSEg.: 

them the|bpport« 

On the 17th the 20 Din 

SATTELBERQ Highlands/ raising the total 

7000, The 20 Division Commander headed Imoortistrty 

the 

'alien1 ffJW*-
began the first attack, but ear poorly equipped ferees eeoM ns# 

through the heavily armed enemy pesitleneg and so en the 22»4 

Division) was forced to retreat again to I t s ariginaX position. 



In addition to the loos of its rifle unit, the 8j» Guard Unit 

wm plagued with illness and lack of assfiunition and previsions* 8iko® it 

had lost its fighting capacity ao first troops, it was assigned to 
щ • 

take oyer roar guard duties} and so ea th* 28th it headed for КАКОМ* 

Daring the latter part of November it v-ithdrew Cs-om КАНЯП to S10 and Joined 

the 7 Base Unit wMeh had withdrawn from LAE. 

The 20 Division made a second unsuccessful general attack in 

the latter part of November. Thereafter, the division assembled its forces 

at ftAREO. It was decided to formulate future plans while thus confronting 

the enemy. 

5. Operations of the Air Force and Submarine Force. 

Our Naval Air Force planned the annihilation of the опешу con

voy a t the onset of the landings. On 22 September, six medium attack 

planes and 35 Zero Fighters carried out a daylight attack on the south 

bound enemy convoy at a point about 20 nautical cilea southeast of Gape 

CRETIN. A great victory in the sinking of two cruisers, two destroyers, 

and two transports was reported. Moreover, 14 enemy planes were reported 

shot down in aerial combat with a mass of enemy fighters which were on 
f 

patrol* Fourteen of our planes either crashed, dived or failed to return 

(BRi for other reasons). On the same day our Submarine Force stationed 
[•Pose of 

off enemĵ rilnforcesente. 
mm щ FlgntoTB 

* • 

destroyers about 30 nsntipfiytPiflorth ef Cape 

transportation operation to 
sighted three on 
WARD НШ№ end sank one of them. 

- Heneef orth. easept tor the assault on Bffltt with 15 oeMriUr 



bombers and 39 2ero F i l t e r Amnio en the 15th and the nttaalt jmM 

off Cape CRETIN with 4 carrier bombers and 20 Zara Flatter F|||»M.,in:v. 

23rd, only a email nuaber of oar planes, was able to uolertake dal ly a s -

saults on (TNt Enemy) pooltlono at FIKSCHHAFEB, the dropping of supplies 

to our forces in that area, and tfes cutting off of the roar of the o&esy 

on the northern coast of RES? GUINEA. Our Men Quinea aerial operutloas 

were continued until the eneniy landed on MOKO Island on ths 27th* 

6. Effect of the enemy lending at FIH3 CHEAPEN on the tactical 

command of our forces* 
The fuLL-sc&le plan for sotting up defenses on both sides of 

the DAMPISH Strait had not yet been carried out* aoroorer, within 20 

days after the end of August when the Imperial Headquarters had decided 

on tfce withdrawal from LAfi, our forces were swiftly pursued to FIK3CHHAFBS, 

the strategic point consoandlng the DAMPIER Strait , and, hawing no dofsmso 

measure set up against such a swift counterattack in this area, (Tift our 

forces) were compelled to execute a large-ecalo tactical retreat to gain 

time and to secure a defense l ine capable of holding out and from which 

the enemy could be met. 




